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The  Inventory  of  County  Archives  of  Pennsylvania  is  one  of  a  number 

of  bibliographies  of  historical  materials  prepared  throughout  the  United 

.    States  by  workers  on  the  Historical  Records  Survey  of  the  Works  Progress 

v^  Administration.  The  publication  herewith  presented,  an  inventory  of  the 

""N^  Archives  of  Luzerne  County,  is  number  40  of  the  Pennsylvania  series, 

Y  ■'^       The  Historical  Records  Survey  was  undertaken  in  the  winter  of  1935-36 


5^1. 


■^  for  the  purpose  of  providing  useful  employment  to  needy  unemployed  histo- 
rians, lawyers,  teachers,  and  research  and  clerical  workers.   In  carrying 
out  this  objective,  the  project  was  organized  to  compile  inventories  of 
historical  materials,  particularly  the  unpublished  government  documents 
and  records  which  are  basic  in  the  administration  of  local  government,  and 
which  provide  invaluable  data  for  students  of  political,  economic,  and 
social  history.  The  archival  guide  herewith  presented  is  intended  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  day-to-day  administration  by  the  officials  of  the 
county,  and  also  the  needs  of  lawyers,  business  men  and  other  citizens 
who  require  facts  from  the  public  records  for  the  proper  conduct  of  their 
affairs.  The  volxane  is  so  designed  that  it  can  be  used  by  the  historian 
in  his  research  in  unprinted  sources  in  the  same  way  he  uses  the  library 
card  catalog  for  printed  sources. 

The  inventories  produced  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey  attempt  to 
do  more  than  give  merely  a  list  of  records  -  they  attempt  further  to 
sketch  in  the  historical  background  of  the  county  or  other  unit  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  describe  precisely  and  in  detail  the  organization  and  functions 
of  the  government  agencies  whose  records  they  list.   The  county,  town,  and 
other  local  inventories  for  the  entire  country  will,  when  completed,  consti- 
tute an  encyclopedia  of  local  government  as  well  as  a  bibliography  of  local 
archives. 

The  successful  conclusion  of  the  work  of  the  Historical  Records  Survey, 
even  in  a  single  county,  would  not  be  possible  without  the  support  of 
public  officials,  historical  and  legal  specialists,  and  many  other  groups 
in  the  community.   Their  cooperation  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

The  Survey  was  organized  and  has  been  directed  by  Luther  H,  Evans,  and 
operates  as  a  nation-wide  project  in  the  Division  of  Women's  and  Professional 
Projects,  of  which  Mrs.  Ellen  S,  Woodward,  Assistant  Administrator,  is 
in  charge. 


oCy^4^' 


Harry  L.  Hopkins 
Administrator 


Orphans'  Court   Chambers 
Eleventh  Judicial  District  of  Penn/ 

e.foster  heller 

WILKES -BAR  RE.  PA. 


The  Commortwealth  of  Pennsylvania  enjoys  a  history  of  a 
oentury  and  a  half,  a  oomparatively  short  period  of  time  as  it 
relates  to  the  history  of  nations.  Nevertheless,  during  that 
time,  much  of  historical  interest  has  taken  plaoe  ■nhioh  should  be 
presetted  in  tangible  and  concrete  form  for  future  generations. 
Partioulsirly  is  that  true  of  the  history  of  Luzerne  County,  a 
unit  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  No  county  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, other  than  Philadelphia,  possesses  so  much  in  historical 
interest  as  does  Luzerne, 

We  are  fortunate  indeed  that  the  Federal  Historical 
Records  Survey  in  Pennsylvania,  supported  by  the  Works  Progress 
Administration,  has  been  able  to  gather  together  from  the  sir- 
ohives  of  the  various  counties,  the  written  instnanents  from 
Tihioh  we  assemble  the  historical  facts  about  the  counties. 

We  have  been  particularly  fortunate  in  having  as  the 
head  of  this  Survey,  Mr.  Ksurl  Goedecke,  a  resident  of  Hazleton, 
Luieme  Coimty,  uho  is  the  State  Director  of  this  work.  He  has 
built  up  a  most  efficient  State  Editorial  Staff,  composed  of  law- 
yers, political  scientists,  historians  and  librarians,  inho  have 
edited  and  checked  the  work  compiled  by  field  workers  in  the  var- 
ious counties. 

This  Inventory  as  published  herein  is  of  great  value  at 
the  present  time,  and  it  will  arrive  at  its  greatest  value  when 
oonsulted  suid  referred  to  in  future  years. 

Our  gratitude  and  appreciation  necessarily  go  out  to 
those  who  have  given  of  their  time  «md  enthusiasm  in  the  prepar- 
ation of  this  volume,  and  we  extend  to  them  our  congratulations. 


J^- 


PREFACE 


A  detailed  program  for  a  nation-vri.dc  survey  of  governmental  records  was 
first  outlined  in  a  letter  written  on  January  11,  1934,  by  Dr.  Francis  S. 
Philbrick,  Professor  of  Lav;  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  to 
Dr,  Robert  C.  Binkley,  Chariman  of  the  Joint  Cornmittco  on  Materials  for  Re- 
search of  the  Social  Science  Research  Council  and  the  /jncrican  Council  of 
Learned  Societies.  General  suggestions  for  such  a  program  were  also  made  by 
Dr.  Jean  Stephenson,  National  Chairman,  Genealogical  Records  Committee,  National 
Society,  Daughters  of  the  iLmerican  Revolution,  and  other  interested  persons. 
Prior  to  this,  however.  Miss  Gertrude  MacKinney,  Director  of  the  Pennsylvr.nia 
State  Library  end  Museum,  had  made  and  put  into  effect  plans  for  the  conduct  of 
a  survey  of  this  type  in  Pennsylvr.nia.  Miss  MacKinney  conferred  \'ri.th  Dr.  Curtis 
W.  Garrison,  State  j^rchivist,  and,  finding  him  wholly  in  accord  with  the  pro- 
ject, placed  him  in  charge  of  the  administration  of  the  Survey,  which  was 
financed  by  a  grant  from  the  Civil  V/orks  Administration. 

Subsequently  the  State  Emergency  Relief  Board  and  other  governmental 
relief  agencies  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  the  project.   Thus  Pennsylvania 
was  one  of  the  first  States  in  v/hich  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  on  this  work. 
The  results  of  these  early  efforts  may  be  considered  the  ground  work  of  the  task 
nov:  being  so  carefully  performed  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Luther  H.  Evans, 
National  Director.  The  vrork  of  the  Historical  Records  Survey  in  Pennsylvania, 
as  now  organized,  xvas  conmiencod  in  March  1936,  \mder  Dr.  Garrison's  direction. 
Upon  his  resignation  Jione  1,  1937,  he  wc. s  succeeded  by  Karl  Goedecke. 

IVe  are  indebted  to  the  county  officials  for  their  v/holehcarted  cooperation 
in  our  undertaking  and  their  courteous  treatment  of  our  representatives.  The 
■"./orks  Progress  Administration  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  especial- 
ly the  Division  of  l/omen's  and  Professioncl  Projects  in  District  2,  through 
Mrs.  /mna  O'Mallcy,  Supervisor,  have  given  us  generous  assistance  vathout  which 
we  would  have  been  unable  to  accomplish  our  objectives  in  Luzerne  County. 

The  various  units  of  the  Inv^;ntory  of  County  Archives  of  Pennsylvania 
vrill  be  published  for  free  distribution  to  the  libraries  in  Pennsylvania  and 
to  a  limited  number  of  libraries  and  government  depositories  outside  the 
state. 


^CkiyC 


Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  Karl  Goedecke 

December  1938.  State  Director 
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(First  entry,  p.  49) 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  LUZERNE  COUKTY 


Luzerne,  a  mountainous  county  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
is  bisected  by  the  broad  T;orth  Z'ranch  of  the  Susquehanna  River  and  drained 
by  the  upper  waters  of  the  Lehigh,  a  branch  of  the  Delaware.   In  northern 
Luzerne  the  Susquehanna  flows  for  twenty-one  miles  through  the  historic 
Wyoming  Valley.   Luzerne  scenery  owes  much  to  the  carving  force  of  the  Ice 
Age  glaciers;  its  greatest  wealth  is  the  underlying  anthracite  coal,  the 
world's  richest  deposit  of  that  fuel.  The  county  lies  on  the  southern  bound- 
ary of  the  great  glacial  ice  cap  which,  as  it  melted,  left  behind  hills  of 
pebbly  debris,  scratched  rocks,  huge  boulders  and  glacial  pot  holes.  Luzerne 
includes  within  its  bounds  the  greater  part  of  the  Wyoming  coal  field,  the 
largest  and  most  nortliern  anthracite  basin,  and  the  middle  antliracite  coal 
fields  centering  around  Hazleton  in  the  southern  section  of  the  county  (1). 

Etienne  Lrule,  a  follower  of  Champlain,  was  the  first  European  knovm  to 
have  seen  what  is  now  Luzerne  County.   On  an  expedition  with  the  Hurons,  in 
1616,  he  traveled  down  the  Susquehanna  from  the  lieadwaters  of  its  North  Branch 
to  the  Chesapeake  Lay  (2).  At  that  time  all  the  Susquehanna  Valley  lay  in  the 
domain  of  the  giant  Susquehannock  Indians.  Two  prehistoric  earthmounds,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  made  by  the  Susqueht.nnocks  before  they  were  driven  out  by 
the  Iroquois  in  1675,  were  found  by  the  first  settlers  who  entered  the  present 
township  of  Kingston,  territory  of  Luzerne  (3),   They  wore  washed  away  by  the 
flood  of  1865. 

A  Dutchman,  Arnold  Viele,  made  a  trip  from  New  York  to  thu  Ohio  River  in 
1692,  passing  through  Luzerne  by  vray  of  the  Susquehanna.   The  next  European 
travelers  to  come  this  way  were  Gorman  Palatines  who  passed  down  the  Susque- 
harina  in  1723,  1725,  and  1729  on  their  way  from  Schoharie,  Now  York,  to  new 
homes  in  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania  (4).   In  1728  Delaware  tribes,  subject  to 
the  Iroquois,  established  themselves  hero.  Conrad  "iciscr,  the  interpreter, 
en  route  to  the  Six  Nation  Council  at  Onandago  in  17C-7,  mentions  fur  traders 
and  land  seekers  from  New  York  in  the  Ynyoming  Valley  (5).  The  Delaware 
tribes  built  a  village  near  the  present  site  of  lnilkes-Earre  in  1743. 
Another  group  under  the  leadership  of  Teedyuscung  built  a  village  v;-ithin  the 
present  limits  of  Wilkes-Barre,  The  pioneer  Moravian  Iviissionaries,  Zinzendorf, 
Zcisberger,  J/.ack,  and  others  visited  these  Indian  settlements  frequently  from 
1742  until  1763  (6).   In  the  latter  year,  however,  following  frequent 
hostilities  between  the  Indians  and  the  v^hite  settlers,  the  Indians  were 


1-Stewart  Fearce,  Annals  of  Luzerne  County,  Philadelphia,  1866,  p.  159  et 
seq.   2-  Oscar  Jewell  Harvey,  A  History  of  Wilkcs-Barre,  Luzerne  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, Wilkcs-Barre,  1909,  I,  169  et  seq.   Sec  also,  chronological  table  of 
events  in  the  history  of  the  Wyoming  region,  1616-1908,  ibid.,  pp.  9-16. 
3-  Fearce,  op.  cit.,  pp.  17,  18;  Harvey,  op.  cit.,  I,  172-175.   4-  Harvey,  op. 
cit.,  I,  181  et  seq.   5-  Ibid.,  pp.  169-182.   6-  Ibid.,  p.  202  et  seq.;  Pearct^, 
op.  uit.,  pp.  31-34. 
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finally  driven  from  the  Wyoming  Valley* 

The  territory  of  Luzerne  -was  included  in  Northampton  County  (1752)  in 
expectation  of  large  migrations  of  Pennsylvania  settlers  into  the  'Wyoming 
Valley.  At  the  same  time  citizens  of  Connecticut  were  preparing  to  settle 
there,  claiming  it  as  part  of  the  land  granted  to  their  province.  The  Susque- 
hanna Company,  formed  by  Connecticut  citizens  in  1753,  purchased  the  land  from 
the  Six  Nations  at  the  Albany  Council  (1754).  The  first  white  settlers  in 
Luzerne,  a  group  of  ninety-four  who  came  from  Connecticut  in  August  of  1762, 
were  augmented  the  follo^ving  svanmer.   In  the  fall  of  1763  all  were  either 
massacred,  captured,  or  driven  out  by  enemy  Delawares  at  the  instigation  of 
Pontiac,  in  his  attempt  to  destroy  all  European  settlements  (7). 

Returning  in  1769,  the  ConnectiQut  settlers  found  Pennsylvanians  in 
possession.  Undaunted,  the  former  erected  Fort  Durkee;  soon  after,  they  vrore 
dispossessed  by  the  sheriff  of  Northampton  County,  which  action  precipitated 
the  sti-uggle  between  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  known  as  the  Yankee-Penna- 
mite  V/ar.  The  Decree  of  Trenton,  in  1782,  awarded  the  land  to  Pennsylvania  (8), 
In  1772,  Pennsylvania  included  this  region  in  the  newly  formed  county  of 
Northiimberland,  divided  from  Northampton;  the  following  year  the  Connecticut 
Assembly  erected  Wilkes-Barre  and  the  surrounding  region,  sometimes  referred 
to  as  the  "seventeen  townships",  into  the  ToiAm  of  Westmoreland,  Litchfield 
County.   In  1776  the  Town  of  Westmoreland  became  the  County  of  Westmoreland, 
Connecticut  (9). 

The  Revolutionary  years  wore  especially  harrowing  for  the  Wyoming  Valley 
because  it  was  so  accessible  to  attack  from  the  nearby  Iroquois  headquarters 
in  southern  Nev/  York,  and  because  Pennsylvanians  who  hoped  to  o^vn  the  land 
joined  with  Tories  and  Indians  in  forays  upon  Connecticut  settlers.   On  July  3, 
1778  a  thousand  Indians  and  British  came  from  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susque- 
hanna and  attacked  the  forts  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  defeating  Colonel  Zebulon 
Butler's  forces  and  routing  the  inhabitants.  There  followed  the  VJyoming 
Massacre,  v/hen  two  hundred  and  tvrenty-six  settlers  "-vere  killed.   In  retali- 
ation, and  to  make  sure  that  such  a  disaster  should  never  be  repeated, 
Washington  sent  General  John  Sullivan  the  next  summer  vdth  five  thousand  men 
to  destroy  the  Indian  villages  in  southern  New  York.  Sullivan  at  this  time 
opened  the  first  road  from  Easton  on  the  Delaware  through  lifilkos-Barre  to 
Elmira,  New  York  (lO). 

The  Second  Pennamite  War,  waged  over  private  land  titles,  vtas   ended 
finally  in  1784  with  the  vesting  of  title  to  land  in  the  first  settler  upon 
it.  A  series  of  legislative  acts  and  subsequent  litigation,  hov/over,  con- 
tinued for  almost  twenty-five  years  before  the  question  of  land  titles  vra.s 


7-  Vfilliam  H.  Egle,  History  of  the  Commonvrealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadel- 
phia, 1883,  p.  887  et  sog.;  Harvey,  op.  cit.,  I,  250  et  seq>   8-  Harvey,  op. 
cit..  Ill,  1293  et  seq.;  Pearoo,  op.  cit.,  p.  58  et  seq.  "9-  Pearce,  op.  cit.j 
p.  120  et  seq.;  Harvey,  op.  cit.,  I,  299  et  seq.,  II,  795  et  seq.   10-  Harvey ^ 
op.  cit.,  I,  429  et  seq.,  II,  1145  et  seq. 
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finally  decided  (ll). 

On  September  25,  1785,  an  act  of  the  Peiinsylvcnia  General  Assembly  erect- 
ed Luzorno  County,  n:-ned  in  honor  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  the  French 
Minister  to  the  United  States  from  1779  to  1784.  V.'ilkes-Barrc  vvos  made  the 
county  seat.   Laid  out  by  Colonel  Durkeo  in  1772  on  a  tvro  hundred  acre  plot, 
tlio  toY/n  Tri€i-s   named  for  Jolin  V/ilkes  and  Colonel  Barre,  distinguished  advocates 
of  liberty  and  rights  of  the  colonies.  Wilkes-Barrc  ras  incorporotcd  a  borourh 
in  1806  and  a  city  in  1871  (l2). 

The  first  court  of  common  picas  convened  at  the  homo  of  Zebulon  Butler 
in  V.'ilkes-Barre.  The  justices  vrcre  "Villiam  Hooker  Smith,  Benjamin  Carpenter, 
and  James  Nosbibt.  The  first  prothonotary,  surrogate,  and  county  clerk  vr,s 
Colonel  Timothy  Pickering  v/ho  had  represented  Luzerne  in  the  Convention  vrhich 
ratified  the  United  States  Constitution.   Colonel  Pickering  was  elected  to  the 
Convention  for  forming  the  nevf  State  Constitution  of  1790,  and  later  filled 
the  offices,  successively,  of  Postmaster  General,  Secretary  of  Vvar,  and 
Secretary  of  State.   In  1787,  Lord  Butler  -..as  made  first  sheriff.   Jacob  Rurh 
vr.s  president  judge  from  1791-1806  (13). 

A  tvTO-stoi^'  courthouse  vrs  built  of  hevai  logs  in  1791,  The  first  floor 
vras  used  as  jail  and  the  second  floor  v.t.s  th-^  courtroom.   The  building  became 
the  yilkes-Barrc  Academy  in  1804  v.-hen  a  ne^v  courthouso  vkic  completed.   The 
corncrctono  for  tho  present  courthouse  "iTOs  laid  in  l/O*^-  on  Riv^r  Common  over- 
looking the  Susquehaixna  River  (14).   From  tho  origi)ial  Luzerne  County  have 
been  formed  the  counties  of  Susquehanna  and  Bradford  in  1810,  ''..yoming  in 
1842,  and  Lf.ckai/anna  in  1878. 

The  Connecticut  settlers  first  ont-^rod  the  "yoming  Valley  because  of  its 
promise  as  a  fertile  agricultural  center.  The  first  i^idustrics  wXire  those 
ancillary  to  farming,  milling, and  blacksmi thing.   Grist  mills  v«fore  being  built 
in  1769,   The  first  savmdll,  erected  on  Mill  Creek,  began  to  servo  the 
commiHiity  in  1773.   Seining  and  salting  of  shad  from  the  Susquehanna  bc.can  as 
soon  as  settlors  cnm^,  and  continued  until  about  1850,  v.'hen  vroter  pollution 
destroyed  the  fish  (15), 

The  last  decade  of  the  eighteentl:i  Cv^ntury  brougiit  the  peace  and  security 
in  -vhich  industry/  and  education  could  flourish.   Thu  county's  first  ne-.vspnpcr. 
The  I-Icrald  of  tlie  Times,  appeared  in  1795  (16),   Free  schools,  the  first  in 
the  State,  hod  been  established  at  a  tovm  meeting  held  in  V.'ilkes-Barrc 
August  23,  1773,  and  continued  to  function  until  the  State  Coi;(imon  School  Lav/ 
of  1834  v/ont  into  effect.   Tho  'Tilkos-Barro  Academy,  founded  in  1804,  v.tp  the 


11-  Ibid.,  Ill,  1374  et  s( 
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first  institution  of  higher  cducEtion  in  Luzerne  County.   It  vras  incorporr.tcd 
in  1838  cs  the  '/yoming  Academy,  and  functioned  in  cooperation  >vith  the 
'.ilkos-Barrc  Female  Seminaiy  after  1844.  The  T/illcus-Bcrre  Institute,  a 
secondary  school  for  girls,  founded  in  1854  under  the  auspices  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  still  flourishes.  The  TJyoming  Seminary  (Methodist)  vvr, s 
founded  in  1844  at  Kingston,  and  has  shoivn  consistent  groivth  (17). 

The  opening  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  vri.tnessed  a  steady  surge  of 
industrial  development  coupled  v.dth  improvement  in  transportation.  "Tetervjays 
offered  the  first  means  of  transportation.  Before  1801,  Philip  and  John 
Arndt  of  "Tilkes-Barrc  \vcrc  building  boats  on  an  extensive  scale.   In  these 
years  the  native  coal  first  became  a  definite  economic  factor. 

John  Jonlcins,  Jr.,  surveying  for  the  Susquehanna  Company  in  1762,  is  the 
first  to  leave  a  recorded  mention  of  Wyoming  coal.  His  report,  hovrovor,  in- 
dicates that  its  existence  vms  already  \vell  knovv-n.   It  took  experimentation 
over  a  number  of  years  to  avraken  people  to  the  usefulness  of  Pennsylvania 
anthracite  as  a  fuel,   Obadiah  end  Daniel  Gore,  blacksmiths  who  came  mth  the 
Connecticut  Company  in  1768,  were  the  first  to  use  it*  During  the  Revolution 
coal  was  shipped  by  boat  down  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Continental  Armory  at 
Carlisle.   In  1788,  Jesse  Fell  of  Uilkes-Barre  forged  nails  with  anthracite 
as  fuel.  Four  years  later  Colonel  Jacob  IVciss  formed  the  Lehigh  Coal  Mining 
Company,  the  first  coal  company  in  the  United  States  (18)» 

Originally  it  vras  the  custom  for  blacksmiths  and  others  to  help  them- 
selves to  coal  wherever  they  saw  it.   In  1805  one  Thomas  ITright  at  Pittston 
notified  the  public  that  anyone  taking  coal  from  his  land  would  be  chr.rgcd 
six  cents  per  bushel.  Abijah  Smith,  who  came  from  Connecticut  in  1806  v/as 
the  first  to  purchase  ^ . Wyoming  land  for  its  coal.  Although  his  first 
shipments  dovm  the  Susquehanna  v/ere  liard  to  market,  he  persevered  to  become 
the  first  merchant  to  make  coal  bujring  and  selling  his  solo  occupation  (19). 

Oliver  Evans,  of  Philadelphia,  certified  thrt  he  had  successfully  used 
anthracite  coal  in  grates  before  1803,  and  Samuel  Breck  made  a  note  in  his 
diary  of  1807  that  he  had  purchased  a  nevdy  invented  grate.   In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  coal  grates  were  knotm  earlier.  Judge  Jesse  Fell,  of  'Tilkes-Barre, 
is  given  credit  for  introducing  1;he  grate  to  the  coal  region  virhere  it  could  be 
most  utilized,  and  for  first  shoifing  his  neighbors  hovir  to  make  domestic  use  of 
their  coal;  this  vros  in  1808.  The  demand  for  "stone  coal"  showed  an  increase 
after  that,  but  it  was  not  until  the  vrar  of  1812  shut  off  the  supply  of  coal 
from  i.felos  that  Pennsylvania  anthracite  found  a  ready  market  (20), 

From  1810  to  1810  the  development  of  Luzerne  County  vras  aided  by  the 
fact  that  Y/ilkes-Barre  was  the  terminus  of  the  Easton  and  ''Vilkes-Barre  Turn- 
pike»  and  the  point  of  transfer  to  river  commerce.   The  marketing  of  coal  vras 


17-  Ibid.,  p,  234  ct  soq. 

18-  Ibid., 

IV,  1803  et  seq.   19-  Harvey, 

op.  cit.,  ; 

et  seq,.  IV.  1805  et  seq. 

p.  364  et  seq,;  Harvey,  op,  cit., 
I,  444  et  seq.   20-  Ibid.TTlI,  1637 
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a  serious  transportation  problem.   In  1822  the  Lehi^rh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  ves  established,  thus  consolidating  the  mining  and  tranrportation 
interests.   The  nearby  Mauch  Chunl;  Railroad,  established  in  1827,  provided  the 
lirJc  between  the  coal  operations  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company 
with  the  Company's  canal  along  tlie  Lehigh. 

Canols  were  e:cpected  to  solve  all  traj-sportation  problems  in  the  1330' s. 
On  June  1,  1831,  Philadelphia  nevrepapcrs  noted  the  arrival  of  the  first  boat 
from  T^oming  via  canals.   In  May  1337  daily  survice  by  packet  canal  boot  bo- 
tireen  Philadelphia  and  i/ilkes-Barre  v;as  amiounced.   The  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company  v/as  responsible  for  the  first  railroad  in  the  ITyoming 
Valley,  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna,  which  v.txe  completed  in  1843  from  tho  canal 
ttnninus  at  l;hitc  Kaven  to  ITilkes-Barre  (21). 

The  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  sav.-  tiie  establishracnt  of  the  Vulcan 
Iron  'Vorks,  v^iiich  became  in  the  follo^vlng  eighty  years  one  of  the  industrial 
mainstays  of  the  valley.   It  developed  an  international  market  in  engines, 
machinery,  and  locomotives  (22). 

During  the  second  lialf  of  the  nineteenth  centur;/  rrny  changes  in  the 
mode  of  life  vrore  introduced  in  Luzerne  County,   The  fuel  supply  close  at  hand 
and  the  convenient  transportation  v/ere  factors  v/hich  brought  more  industries 
to  Luzerne  County,  making  it  an  im.portant  manufacturing  center  of  the  nation. 
In  1890,  the  8,515  workers  in  Luzerne  County  produced  goods  having  a  value  of 
.'«;13,510,535;  in  1930,  25,377  workers  in  415  establislriments  produced 
,■1111,143,277  vrarth  of  goods.   The  population  in  1930  vras  445,109  (23). 

The  late  ninetu^nth  and  early  tv.'cntieth  century  saw  many  evidences  of 
social  unrest  in  the  county.   There  were  serious  strikes  a!id  riots  in  1875, 
1877,  1897,  1900,  1902,  1915-16  and  1925-26  (24).  As  business  enterprise 
grew,  the  coal  industi^  passed  more  and  more  under  tho  control  of  the  railroad 
companies,  and  the  percentage  of  indepondevf-k  coal  op-^rators  decreased.   In 
1895  the  independent  operators  accoixnted  for  45  percent  of  the  coal  produc- 
tion; in  1921  they  mined  only  21  pjrcent  of  the  output.  During  thi.  T.orld  IVar 
anthracite  coal  production  reached  its  peak;  in  1917  the  total  output  of 
anthracite  ins  99,611,811  tons  (25).  Luzerne  County  still  holds  an 
\ij-itouched  reserve  of  rich  anthracite  and  re-aains  an  important  manufacturing 
center. 


21-  Pearcc,  op.  cit.,  p.  455  et  seq.;  Karvcy,  op.  cit.,  IV,  1890  ^t  seq. 
22-  Harvey,  op.  cit.,  IV,  1983  et  seq.   23-  Ibid.,  p.  2089  et  seq.;  Eighth 
Industrial  Directory  of  tlio  Corjnonvfealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Dept.  of  Int^rml 
R^v^iiuo,  Ecrrisburg,  1955,  p.  390.   24-  Harvey,  op.  cifT,  p.  2188  ^t  seq. 
25-  Ihid.,  p.  2089  ct  seq.,  p.  2164  et  seq. 
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aOVERNl(El>!TAL  ORGANIZATION  /iND  riECORDS  oYSTEt 

Evolution  of  County  Government 

County  ^overmrient  in  Pennsylvania  has  its  roots  in  tne  distant  past.  This 
foriii  of  government  is  an  interesting  sample  of  antiquity  in  American  governmental 
institutions.  The  shire-reeve  or  sheriff  was  one  of  the  most  important  officiails 
of  the  ninth  century  of  Anglo-Saxon  England,   ^;any  of  our  present  practices  in 
counties  go  back  to  England  of  the  middle  ages  and  the  early  modern  period.  The 
early  English  settlers  in  Pennsylvania  brought  over  English  practices  and  English 
traditions  of  local  government  and  these  have  always  been  the  basis  of  Pennsyl- 
vania county  government. 

From  1664  to  1681  the  urea  later  known  as  Pennsylvania  was  operated  under 
the  Duke  of  York's  laws.  The  administration  of  government  was  a  close  imitation 
of  the  English  system.  Pennsylvania  was  divided  into  ridings,  towns  or  parishes. 
The  high  sheriff  was  the  chief  officer  of  the  riding,  while  a  constable  and  board 
of  overseers  managed  the  affairs  of  the  town  or  parish.  Under  this  primary 
colonial  regime  the  principal  unit  of  local  government  was  the  town  or  parish. 
Each  town  had  its  own  court.  The  legislative  body  was  composed  of  the  constable 
and  overseers  who  were  also  ex-officio  church-wardens,  and  in  this  capacity  served 
as  the  moral  guardians  of  the  parish.  The  court  of  sessions  meeting  in  New  York 
was  a  court  of  appeals  in  all  judicial  proceedings,  and  could  disallow  by  judicial 
negation  the  legislative  acts  of  the  constables  and  overseers  (1). 

Justices'  courts  were  introduced  as  early  as  1672,  and  established  by  procla- 
mation of  Governor  Andros  in  1676  in  Upland,  Whorekill,  and  New  Castle  along  the 
Delaware.  These  courts  were  given  authority  to  levy  taxes  for  "highways,  poor,  and 
other  necessaries",  and  for  the  building  of  churches.   It  also  decided  all  matters 
of  twenty  pounds  or  less  without  appeal,  ajrid  had  jurisdiction  over  criminal  cases  (2) , 

From  the  time  that  Penn  took  over  the  Commonwealth  in  1682,  until  the  Revolu- 
tion, the  foundations  for  the  present  county  government,  were  laid.  Under  the 
proprietary  administration  a  totally  different  system  was  instituted.  The  county 
became  the  chief  unit  in  the  administration  of  affairs  and  the  town  assumed  little 
or  no  importance  as  a  political  division  (3).  Although  the  county  justices'  courts 
retained  a  large  part  of  the  power  over  county  administration  during  this  period 
they  began  to  lose  it  .to  new  county  offices  which  v/ere  created  from  time  to  time. 
For  example,  the  county  coM/issioners  were  established  in  1724  to  relieve  the 
courts  of  the  work  of  assessments  and  taxation.   While  the  sheriff,  coroner,  and 
clerk  of  the  courts  appear  earlier  than  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  the 
offices  of  prothonotary,  recorder  of  deeds,  register  of  wills,  and  others  gradually 
follow. 

Luzerne  County  was  established  by  statute  in  1786  and  first  operated  under 


1-  E.  R.  L.  Gould,  Local  Government  in  Pennsylvania,  Baltimore,  1883,  I,  21-23 
2-  Lawrence  Lewis,  Jr.,  "The  Courts  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Seventeenth  Century", 
The  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Philadelphia,  1881,  V,  143. 
Gould,  op.  cit.,  p.  25.   3-  Gould,  op.  cit..  p.  27. 
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the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  1776.  It  was  carved  out  of  the  adjoining 
Northumberland  County.  The  government  then  consisted  of  the  three  county  com- 
missioners, the  sheriff,  the  coroner,  and  one  justice  of  the  peace  from  each  of 
the  three  districts,  and  the  grand  juiy.  The  county  commissioners  were  elected 
directly  by  the  voters  of  the  county.  The  others  were  nominated  by  the  voters 
and  appointed  by  the  president  and  the  executive  council  of  the  Commonwealth.   In 
addition,  the  General  Assembly  appointed  a  prothonotary  and  clerks  of  courts,  and 
a  register  of  wills  and  recorder  of  deeds.   Overseers  of  the  poor,  road  viewers 
and  road  overseers  were  appointed  by  the  justices  of  the  county  court;  while  the 
county  commissioners  appointed  their  own  treasurer  and  clerk.  The  president  and 
executive  council  of  the  Commonwealth  appointed  a  surveyor  general  who  in  turn 
appointed  a  deputy  surveyor  for  Luzerne  County,  This  set-up  is  graphically  illus- 
trated by  Chart  No.  1  on  page  29. 

It  is  interesting  to  read  from  a  letter  written  by  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq., 
who  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  as  prothonotary,  clerk  of  courts,  clerk 
of  orphans'  court  and  register  of  wills,  and  recorder  of  deeds  fro  Luzerne  County 
upon  its  establishment.  He  wrote  to  Governor  Mifflin  of  Pennsylvania  on  August 
1-6,  1791.   In  part  his  letter  reads  as  follows; 

"In  the  Register's  office,  during  a  space  of  more  than  four  years, 
but  about  a  half  dozen  wills  have  been  presented.  Letters  of  ad- 
ministration have  been  more  numerous," 

"In  the  orphans'  court  all  the  proceedings  do  not  fill  a  quire  of 
paper..  In  the  court  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  as 
little  business  has  occurred  as  in  the  orphans'  court.   In  the  Re- 
corder' s  office  the  deeds  and  mortgages  are  recorded  in  separate 
books,  and  if  united  would  fill  about  three-fourth  of  one  folio 
or  demi,  or  about  five  quires  of  paper.  The  prothonotary' s  office 
furnished  the  most  business.  At  the  last  term  the  number  was 
about  eighteen  (cases)"  (4). 

The  picture  changed  but  slightly  by  1791  when  the  new  Constitution  of  1790 
went  into  effect.  The  governor  now  appointed  the  judges  of  the  county  courts 
who  replaced  the  earlier  justices  of  the  peace.  He  also  appointed,  instead  of 
the  General  Assembly,  the  register  of  wills  and  recorder  of  deeds,  the  prothono- 
tary and  clerk  of  the  courts,  and  the  surveyor  general  who  in  turn  designated 
the  deputy  surveyor  of  the  county.  The  county  electorate  was  given  no  addition- 
al powers  but  the  county  judges  now  appointed  three  auditors.  These  changes  are 
shown  on  chart  No,.  2  on  page  30,. 

By  1854,  a  number  of  significant  changes  were  made  in  the  county  system. 
By  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  1838,  most  of  the  county  officers  were 
made  elective  for  terms  of  three  years.  These  included  the  office  of  prothono- 


4-  Oscar  Jewell  Harvey,  "The  Beginnings  of  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania," 
Proceedings  and  Colloctions  of  the  Wyoming  Historical  and  Geological  Society, 
1913-1914.  Wilkes-Barrc.  1914,  Xlll,  1^^. 
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tary,  clerk  of  courts,  register  of  v/ills,  and  the  recorder  of  deeds  which  by  this 
tine,  in  Luzerne  County,  had  been  made  separate  offices.  Elected  also  were  the 
district  attorney,  the  coroner,  thie  sheriff,  the  county  surveyor,  the  three  covmty 
auditors,  and  the  three  county  commissioners.   In  addition,  a  county  treasurer 
was  elected  for  a  two  year  term,  a  president  judge  of  county  court  for  a  ten  year 
term  and  two  associate  lay  judges  for  five  year  terms.   The  judges'  appointing 
power  was  now  restricted  to  overseers  and  road  viewers  while  the  governor  appointed 
only  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures.   Those  changes  are  indicated  by  chart  To. 
3  on  page  31. 

.rem  1854  to  1937  very  few  fundamental  changes  in  county  government  were  made. 
In  Luzerne  County  an  elective  controller  was  added  to  replace  the  three  auditors, 
and  office  of  judge  of  the  orphans*  court  was  created.   The  county  court  now  con- 
sists of  five  judges  elected  for  ten  year  terms,  v;hile  the  lay  associate  judges 
have  been  abolished.   The  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  the  county  solicitor, 
and  the  county  engineer  arc  navi   appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  as  is  the 
board  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes.  This  board  appoints  all  the  sub- 
assessors  who  replace  the  elected  assessors  of  the  local  units.  An  examination 
of  chart  IIo.  4  will  show  the  omission  of  road  overseers  and  the  addition  of  the 
probation  officers,  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Central  Poor  District  and  the 
Pittston-Jenkins  poor  District  from  the  ranks  of  those  appointed  by  the  judges 
of  the  court,  the  jail  v/arden  appointed  by  the  prison  corronissioners,  and  the 
county  detectives  appointed  by  the  district  attorney.   The  terms  of  all  constitu- 
tional county  officers  have  boon  lengthened  to  four  years  by  the  Constitution  of 
1874.  The  development  of  such  ex-officio  boards  as  the  salary  board,  the  prison 
cominissioners,  and  the  sinking  fund  comr.iission  show  a  tendency  to  unite  the  efforts 
of  these  separately  elected  county  officers  in  particular  functions  relating  to 
the  government  of  the  county.  Also  there  appear  such  boards  as  the  county  elec- 
tion board  and  the  registration  commission  on  which  the  county  commissioners  alone 
serve  in  an  ex-officio  capacity.   In  addition,  arc  to  be  noted  certain  state  agen- 
cies which  work  through  the  county,  namely,  the  board  of  trustees  of  mothers' 
assistance,  the  mercantile  appraiser,  and  the  inheritance  tax  appraiser. 

The  County  and  the  Commonwealth 

The  position  of  the  county  in  the  government  of  the  Comnonv;calth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  essentially  the  same  as  that  of  the  other  local  subdivisions,  namely, 
the  city,  borough,  tovmship,  and  school  district.   It  is  the  agency  of  the  state 
carrying  out  the  duties  given  to  it  by  the  General  Assembly.   These  duties  are 
specifically  delegated  to  the  counties  by  statute  law.  The  counties  have  no  in- 
herent right  of  self  government  but  must  look  to  acts  of  the  legislature  for 
their  pov/ers  (  5 ) . 

In  general,  the  county  is  given  the  power  to  preserve  ordi-r,  administer  jus- 
tice, administer  elections,  probate  vd.lls,  promote  vfelfarc,  administer  tax  laws, 
and  keep  records  of  many  matters  relating  to  tiic  life  and  property  of  its  inliabi- 
tants .  As  a  subordinate  unit  of  government,  the  county  is  a  corporate  body  with 


5-  11  Super.  459  (1899), 
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power  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  own  property  for  the  benefit  of  its  inhabitants  and  to 
make  contracts  in  order  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relating  to  it  (6). 
These  corporate  powers  of  the  county  are  vested  in  the  board  of  county  commissioners. 

¥fhile  the  General  Assembly  may  establish  county  offices  and  prescribe  the  du- 
ties of  those  who  fill  them,  its  power  is  subject  to  constitutional  limitations. 

The  most  important  of  these  limitations  is  the  one  prohibiting  the  General 
Assembly  from  passing  special  or  local  legislation  for  individual  counties  (7)« 
Prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  1874,  many  such  local  laws  wore  passed 
which  applied  to  one  particular  county.   Some  of  these  are  still  in  effect  as  the 
constitutional  prohibition  did  not  operate  to  repeal  the  thon  existing  local  laws* 

But  it  is  obvious  that  the  laws  relating  to  a  county  such  as  Luzerne,  with  a 
population  of  almost  a  half  million,  might  not  apply  to  a  county  such  as  Forest 
having  a  population  of  only  about  five  thousand.   Therefore,  it  was  necessary  for 
the  General  Assembly  to  find  some  way  out  of  this  difficulty.   The  way  was  found 
by  classifying  the  counties  according  to  population  and  passing  laws  for  all  coun- 
ties in  a  given  class.   At  first,  the  classification  was  made  in  a  haphazard  nature, 
different  classifications  being  made  for  different  pieces  jf  legislation.  However, 
in  1919  all  the  sixty-soven  counties  were  classified  into  eight  classes,  and  in 
1923  a  constitutional  amendment  was  passed  confirming  this  classification.   Now, 
whenever  a  law  relating  to  counties  is  passed,  it  applies  either  to  all  the  coun- 
ties or  to  a  group  of  counties  within  a  certain  classification.   Luzerne,  with  a 
population  of  445,109  (8),  is  a  county  of  the  third  class  and  is  included  in  that 
group  of  counties  having  a  population  of  250,000  to  800,000.   Other  third  class 
counties  are  Delaware,  Lackawanna,  Montgomery,  and  Westmoreland. 

l^ile  the  chief  control  over  county  government  lies  in  the  hands  of  the  General 
Assembly,  restricted  in  some  particulars  by  the  Constitution,  the  courts  may  also 
be  considered  important  as  a  regulatory  agency.   They  have  the  duty  of  interpreting 
the  laws  of  the  legislature  as  to  their  specific  application  and  in  their  relation 
with  the  constitution.  Many  of  the  provisions  of  legislation  are  actually  amended 
by  court  decisio.'n  and  it  is  only  when  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  lays 
down  a  rule  that  the  last  word  is  spoken. 

There  arc  also  other  fonns  of  control  which  the  state  exercises  over  the  county. 
This  is  called  state  administrative  control.   Thus,  some  departments  of  the  state 
government  are  given  certain  powers  over  and  in  cooperation  with  the  counties.   For 
example,  the  Department  of  T7elfare  of  the  Commonwealth  passes  upon  plans  for  any 
county  prison  or  almshouse,  and  it  has  power  to  make  rules  and  regulations  regarding 
the  maintenance  of  these  institutions.   Likewise,  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs 
prescribes  the  forms  used  for  county  financial  offices  for  their  annual  budgets  and 
financial  reports.   Also  the  county  sealers  of  weights  and  measures  make  periodic 
reports  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards  of  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs  on  the 
violation  of  laws  which  they  enforce.   There  are  many  more  such  instances  by  which 


6-  1929  PL  1278  s  22.    7-  Const,..  Art,  XIII,    8-  Pennsylvania  Manual,  1937, 
Harrisburg,  p.  137. 
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the  state  has  Leen  gaining  some  control  over  the  covmties.   This  tendency  is  likely 
to  continue  as  long  as  the  need  is  felt  for  uniformity  in  practice  among  counties 
throughout  the  state. 

Vi/hile  the  different  county  offices  will  be  analyzea  in  detail  in  succeeding 
chapters,  it  may  be  well  to  present  briefly  at  this  point  a  view  of  the  county  as 
a  unit  of  operation. 

One  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  county  government  in  Pennsylvania  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  most  of  its  officers  are  named  specifically  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  Commonwealth.  By  its  previsions,  county  offices  shall  consist  of  sheriffs, 
coroners,  prothonotaries,  registers  of  wills,  recorders  of  deeds,  commissioners, 
treasurers,  surveyors,  auditors  or  controllers,  clerks  of  the  courts,  district 
attorneys  and  such  others  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  established  by  law  (9). 
Sheriffs  and  treasurers  are  not  eligible  to  succeed  themselves  in  office.  Further- 
more, these  county  officers  are  to  be  elected  for  four  year  terms.  (10).  Thus  the 
Constitution  prohibits  the  General  Assembly  from  abolishing  these  offices  and  from 
making  them  appointive.  Any  change  of  this  kind  can  come  only  by  a  constitutional 
amendment,  approved  by  two  successive  legislatures  and  a  vote  of  the  electorate. 
However,  in  some  of  the  smaller  counties  the  law  states  that  one  person  may  hold 
more  than  one  of  the  offices.  For  example,  in  sixth  and  seventh  class  counties, 
one  person  may  hold  the  office  of  prothonotary  and  clerk  of  tlio  courts;  and  one 
person  may  be  register  of  v;ills,  clerk  of  the  orphans'  court  and  recorder  of  deeds. 
Such  laws,  however,  do  not  apply  to  third  class  counties  such  as  Luzerne  v^here  one 
person  occupies  only  one  of  the  county  offices^ 

All  of  these  elected  officers  are  virtuallj--  independent  in  their  offices.   That 
is,  they  arc  not  subordinate  to  any  other  county  officer  or  state  officer.  They  are 
guided  in  the  conduct  of  their  office  by  the  provisions  of  the  lav^r  regulating  their 
office.  Of  course,  if  they  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  they  may  be 
hold  to  answer  in  the  courts.   There  arc  provisions  in  the  la^;-  that  require  them  to 
coopero.te  with  otlier  county,  state,  and  local  officers,  but  in  general  the;-  may  be 
considered  as  masters  of  their  office  as  long  as  they  proceed  according  to  luvf.      It 
can  be  said,  therefore,  that  no  one  office  or  agency  is  responsible  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  county  government  as  :.  whole. 

Along  vri-th  this  feature  of  decentralization  rides  the  centur;/-old  American 
practice  of  checks  and  balances.  For  example,  in  the  general  process  of  initiating, 
approving,  inspecting,  and  expending  for  public  v/orks,  a  number  of  agencies  in  county 
government  are  involved.   These  include  the  county  commissioners,  board  of  viewers, 
the  controller,  the  grand  jury,  the  voters  of  the  county,  the  judges  of  the  district 
court  and  the  citizens  as  petitioners  (11).  Not  all  of  these  are  required  in  each 
public  works  undertaking,  but  they  are  involved  at  one  time  or  another  in  the  general 
public  v/orks  program.   If  we  add  to  this,  certain  state  and  federal  officers  who 
may  be  involved  in  present-day  highway  or  work  relief  projects,  we  have  indeed  a 


9-  Const.,  Art.  XIV,  s  1.    10-  Const.,  Art.  XIV,  s    2.    11-  Jacob  Tanger  and 
H.  F.  Alderfer,  Pennsylvania  Government,  State  t.nd  Loci.l.  Jlarrisb  rg,  1935,  p.  195. 
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complicated  picture. 

If  there  is  any  agency  that  can  be  considered  the  chief  organ  of  county  govern- 
ment, it  is  the  board  of  three  county  commissioners »  It  levies  and  supervises  the 
collection  of  county  taxes,  appropriates  county  funds,  initiates  most  of  the  public 
■works  projects,  administers  election  laws  as  ex-officio  members  of  the  county  board 
of  elections  and  the  registration  commission,  purchases  supplies,  and  appoints  many 
of  the  subordinate  officers.  In  addition  in  third  class  counties,  it  is,  by  virtue 
of  its  power  to  appoint  boards  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes,  chiefly  re- 
sponsible for  the  assessment  of  taxable  property  for  all  local  units,   (See  Board  of 
Co\anty  Commissioners,  Board  for  the  Assessment  and  Revision  of  Taxes,  County  Board 
of  Elections,  and  Registration  Commission)* 

Administration  of  Fiscal  Affairs 

Besides  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  there  are  a  number  of  other  finance 
officers  important  in  the  fiscal  control  of  county  government,  Th6  treasurer  dis- 
burses county  money  as  authorized  by  order  issued  by  the  commissioners  and  counter- 
signed by  the  controller.  He  informs  the  commissioners  and  controller  of  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  county  treasury  from  time  to  time,  collects  delinquent  taxes, 
conducts  treasurers'  sales  of  property  on  which  taxes  have  become  delinquent,  and 
serves  as  a  collection  agency  for  certain  taxes  levied  by  the  Commonwealth,   (See 
Treasurer) , 

The  controller  coxintersigns  all  orders  issued  by  the  commissioners,  scrutinizes 
bills  to  see  that  they  are  legally  payable,  see  that  bids  for  contracts  are  made 
in  the  proper  manner,  and  audits  accounts  of  county  offices  handling  county  funds. 
He  also  prepares  the  county  budget  adopted  by  the  county  coriimis  si  oners  and  publishes 
an  anrtual  report  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  county.  In  counties  where  there 
is  no  controller,  three  auditors  make  annual  audits  of  county  fujids.   Luzerne  County 
has  an  elected  controller  as  do  all  other  third  class  counties.   (See  Controller), 

The  commissioners,  the  treasurer,  and  the  controller  together  comprise  the  sink- 
ing fund  commission  of  the  county  which  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of 
county  funds  to  be  applied  toward  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  coimty  (see  Sink- 
ing Fund  Commission).  In  third  class  counties,  the  salary  board  consists  of  the 
county  commissioner  and  the  controller  who,  with  the  head  of  the  department  whose 
employees  are  under  consideration,  determine  the  niimber  and  compensation  of  county 
employees  not  fixed  by  statute  (see  Salary  Board). 

The  Preservation  of  the  Peace  and  the  Administration  of  Justice 

The  preservation  of  peace  and  the  administration  of  justice  are  the  particular 
concern  of  the  sheriff,  coroner,  the  district  attorney,  the  county  detectives,  the 
grand  jury,  the  jury  commissioners,  and  the  judges  of  the  district  court.  The  sherif 
is  an  officer  of  both  the  civil  and  criminal  courts  and  executes  writs  directed  by 
these  courts.  As  an  officer  of  the  peace  he  may  make  arrests,  and  suppress  riots 
and  insurrections.  The  coroner  investigates  cases  of  sudden  or  suspicious  death, 
having  the  power  to  hold  an  inquest  if  necessary  and  compelling  attendance  of  jury 
and  witnesses.  The  district  attorney  prepares  for  the  grand  jury,  indictments  of 
persons  charged  with  crimes  and  violations  of  the  law.  He  prosecutes  all  persons 
against  whom  a  true  bill  is  found  by  the  grajid  jury  before  the  trial  court.  The 
c«unty  detectives  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  district  attorney,  and  make  in- 
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vestigations  and  arrests.   The  grand  jury  determines  whether  ?r   not  the  evidence 
presented  by  the  state  is  sufficient  to  hand  do^vn  a  true  bill  in  -^ftiich  case  the 
accused  is  held  for  trial.   The  jury  corrmis  si  oners  select  jurj^rrier  f-^o-a  a  list  of 
persons  dra-wn  and  placed  in  the  jury  wheel.   The  judges  of  the  d-is:rict  court  in 
their  capacity  as  judges  of  the  quarter  sessions  and  of  oyer  and  tcmincr,  try  per- 
sons brout^ht  before  them  charged  with  crine.   (See  Sheriff,  Coroner,  District  Attor- 
ney, County  Detectives,  Grand  Jury,  and  Jury  Comnissioners) . 

Penal  Administration 


Penal  administration  is  the  task  of  the  prison  con!;dssi oners,  the  jail  warden, 
and  the  probation  officers.   The  county  prison  is  under  the  management  of  the  pri- 
son commissioners.   The  jail  warden  is  responsible  for  the  vrelfare  of  the  inmates 
of  the  county  prison.   The  probation  officers  take  charge  of  those  persons  convict- 
ed of  crime  but  viho   are  not  sentenced  to  a  penal  institution.   (See  Prison  Commis- 
sioners, Jail  lYardcn,  end   Probation  Office). 

The  Keeping  of  Records 

One  of  the  most  extensive  functions  of  the  county  is  the  keeping  and  indexing 
of  records  relating  to  private  properties,  taxes,  court  procedure,  v/ills,  and  many 
documentary  facts  relating  to  county  and  local  government.  The  important  clerical 
offices  include  the  prothonotary,  the  clerk  of  the  courts,  the  register  of  mils, 
the  recorder  of  deeds  and  the  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners.   The  prothonotary 
is  in  charge  of  records,  documents  and  dockets  arising  out  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas.  The  clerk  of  the  courts  is  custodian  of  records  relating  to  the  various 
activities  of  the  criminal  courts.   (See  Prothonotary).   The  register  of  wills  v/ho 
is  also  clerk  of  Orphans'  Court,  records  documents  relating  to  the  settlement  of 
estates.   (See  Register  of  Wills  and  Clerk  of  Orphans'  Court).   The  recorder  of 
deeds  has  charge  of  recording  and  indexing  deeds,  mortgages, and  other  documents 
relating  to  private  property  (sec  Recorder  of  Deeds).   The  chief  clerk  of  the 
commissioners  is  in  charge  of  the  routine  management  of  the  office  of  the  county 
commissioners  with  its  eoctensivc  records  relating  to  taxation,  finance,  election 
and  assessment  of  property  for  taxable  purposes   (see  Board  of  County  Comnissioners). 

Specialized  Duties  of  Certain  County  Officers 

Other  county  officers  include  the  surveyor  who  at  one  tine  surveyed  lands  for 
^vhich  patents  had  not  yet  been  issued,  but  •vriio  in  recent  years  has  become  relatively 
insignificant  as  a  county  officer  (see  Surveyor"! .   There  are  also  scalers  of  weights 
and  measures  v.+iose  duties  are  to  tost  all  instruments  used  in  measuring  and  weigh- 
ing goods  to  be  sold  (see  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures).   The  board  of  viewers 
view  property  for  the  purpose  of  opening,  grading,  or  vacating  county  roads  and 
bridges,  and  assesses  damages  for  propL,rty  destroyed  (sec  Board  of  VievAors). 

Education 


For  the  purpose  of  adjninistering  its  public  school  system,  Pennsylvania  is  di- 
vided into  school  districts  which  follow  city,  borough,  and  tovmship  lines.   These 
districts  are  divided  into  four  classes  according  to  population.   The  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  supervises  the  school  system.   In  each  district  is  an  elected 
board  of  school  directors,  viho   appoints  the  superintendent  of  schools.   County  su- 
perintendents arc  elected  for  a  f our-y^ar  term  at  a  meeting  attended  by  school  di- 
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rectors  of  all  districts  with  schools  that  come  under  their  supervision.  The  office 
expenses  are  paid  by  the  county.  The  county  superintendent  of  schools,  however,  is 
not  strictly  a  county  officer,  but  one  who  represents  the  State  Departiient  of  Public 
Instruction,  and  whose  salary  is  paid  by  the  state  (see  County  Superintendent  of 
Schools). 

For  children  who  suffer  frou  unusual  hamdicaps,  school  districts  in  the  larger 
cities  have  special  classes  for  the  mentally  deficient,  and  open-air  schools  for 
those  who  are  undernourished  or  threatened  with  tuberculosis.  In  addition,  state- 
owned  and  state-aided  schools  provide  institutional  equipment  for  the  teaching  of 
the  nenttilly  defective,  the  blind,  -nd  the  deaf^  The  Pennsylvania  Training  School 
for  Mental  Defectives  at  Elwyn  receives  state  aid,  and  adtdts  children  froci  all 
over  the  state.  A  state-owned  institution  at  Polk  is  principally  for  feeble-tiinded 
children.  The  state-ovmed  Pennsylvania  State  Orad  School  for  the  Deaf  in  Scranton 
is  intended  for  the  instruction  of  deaf  children  under  six  years  of  age.  State- 
aided  institutions  are  the  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Philadelphia^  The 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
School  for  the  Deaf,  Pittsburgh. 

Legislation  exists  to  enable  the  state  not  only  to  pay  out  of  the  state  school 
fund  the  expenses  of  the  blind  and  deaf  children,  but  also  to  pay  their  expenses  in 
institutions  of  higher  learning  (12). 

Training  and  education  for  delinquent  boys  is  provided  for  at  the  LuZerne 
County  Industrial  School  for  Boys  (See  Luzerne  County  Industrial  School  for  Boys). 
Delinquent  girls  of  Luzerne  County  are  sent  to  Sleighton  Farus,  a  state  correction- 
al school. 

As  part  of  an  agricultural  prograu  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Federal  Department  of  Agriculture  has  established  the  Luzerne  County 
Agricultural  Extension  Service  under  the  direction  of  a  county  agricultural  agent 
for  the  purpose  of  educating  farmers  and  conducting  demonstrations  in  home  econo- 
mics. The  records  of  this  office  have  been  surveyed  by  the  Federal  Archives  Survey, 
and  are  not  therefore  included  in  this  inventory. 

Health,  Planning;,  and  Recreation 

The  county  commissioners  havo  the  power  to  appoint  a  health  board,  but  in  gener- 
al it  may  be  said  that  the  counties  are  not  very  active  in  health  work.  This  func- 
tion in  Luzerne  County  is  administered  mostly  by  the  State  Department  of  Health,  es- 
tablished in  1905,  and  the  local  city,  borough,  and  township  health  officers  or 
boards.  The  Department  of  Heu.lth  of  Pennsylvania  conducts  clinics  for  persons  in- 
fected with  tuberculosis  and  with  venore..l  disease  under  the  direction  of  the  county 
medical  inspector,  appointed  by  the  State  Department  of  Health,  i^uch  of  this  work 
has  been  made  possible  through  funds  provided  by  the  Federal  Social  Security  Act. 


12-  1925  PL  74.  See  Neva  R.  Doardorff,  Qiild  Welfare  Conditions  and  Resources 
in  Seven  Pennsylvania  Counties,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Labor,  Bulletin  No.  176,  Washington, 
1927,  p.  66. 


-  19  - 
Governmental  Organization  and  Records  System        (First  entry,  p.  49) 

Other  duties  of  the  county  medical  inspectors  include  supervision  of  the  work  of 
the  local  health  authorities  in  the  control  of  contagious  diseases,  the  abatement 
of  nuisances,  and  medical  inspection  of  rural  schools  (13),   In  addition,  there 
is  the  annual  medical  inspection  of  all  school  children  in  school  districts  hav- 
ing a  population  of  5,000  or  more,  supervised  by  medical  inspectors  appointed  by 
the  local  school  boards.   This  work  must  bo  conducted  according  to  standards  pre- 
scribed by  the  State  Depajrtment  of  Health  (14). 

Dental  hygiene  in  the  schools  and  health  centers  is  conducted  by  hygienists 
of  the  State  Division  of  Dental  Hygiene  of  the  Health  Department,  and  others  em- 
ployed by  the  Maternal  and  Child  Health  program  of  the  Social  Security  Act. 

In  Luzerne  County  there  are  many  private  agencies  which  have  taken  intiative 
in  promoting  health  and  preventing  disease.   These  organizations  consist  chiefly 
of  tuberculosis  associations,  societies  for  crippled  children.  Red  Cross  chapters, 
and  visiting  nurses'  associations,  all  of  v.'hich  have  contributed  outstanding  ser- 
vices.  The  Kirby  Health  Center  at  Yfilkcs-Barre  is  one  of  the  few  institutions 
of  its  kind  in  the  country. 

Indigent  tubercular  patients  are  the  charges  of  the  county.   The  county  com- 
missioners are  authorized  to  build  and  maintain  a  county  tuberculosis  hospital, 
but  to  date  no   such  institution  exists.   Instead,  the  county  commissioners  send 
such  patients  to  the  Yihite  Haven  Sanatorium  for  care  on  a  per  capita  basis.   In 
Luzerne  County  a  fresh  air  camp  for  undernourished  children  has  been  established, 
supported  partly  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  and  partly  by  local  tuber- 
culosis associations (see  Luzerne  County  Fresh  Air  Camp). 

The  commissioners  may  also  construct  contagious  disease  hospitals  (15),  and 
hospitals  for  v/omen  suffering  from  nervous  diseases  (16).  As  yet,  these  hospitals 
have  not  been  built  in  Luzerne  Cjunty.  A  new  county  detention  home  for  delin- 
quent women  will  be  opened  in  1938  where  adequate  facilities  are  provided  for  the 
treatment  of  venereal  diseases.  Epileptic  males  are  sent  to  Selinsgrove,  a  state- 
aided  institution.   Epileptic  females  arc  sent  t)  Ransom  or  Retreat. 

The  board  of  county  commissioners  may  appropriate  money  to  promote  health 
activities  (17),  for  the  suppression  of  animal  and  plant  diseases  in  cooperation 
with  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture  (18),  and  for  the  extermination  of  mos- 
quitoes (19).   It  may  also  appropriate  money  for  the  support  of  any  hospital 
within  the  county's  limits  (20). 

The  board  of  county  commissioners  is  authorized  to  appoint  a  county  plann- 
ing board,  -wrtiich  may  make  recommendations  on  the  location  of  public  buildings, 
streets,  railways,  playgrounds  (21).  As  yet  a  planning  board  has  not  been  appoint- 


13-  Dcardorff,  op.  cit.,  p.  47.    14-  1911  PL  309  s  1,  501  am.  1921  PL  939  s  1. 
15-  1929  PL  1278  s  617.   16-  1929  PL  38  s  1.    17-  1929  PL  1278  s  447.    18-  1929 
PL  1278  s  446;  1935  PL  226  s  1.   19-  1935  PL  641  s  6.   20-  1929  PL  1278  s  441; 
1931  PL  401  s  1.   21-  1937  PL  2,  124  s  501. 
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ed  in  Luzerne  County.   The  board  of  county  coL-missioners  may  also  appropriate 
money  for  flood  control  (22),  and  for  recreation  centers  (23). 

Institutional  and  Non-Institutional  Relief 

Prior  to  and  including  1937  the  administration  of  indoor  and  outdoor  poor 
relief  in  Luzerne  County  was  the  responsibility  of  three  consolidated  districts 
and  numerous  township  and  borough  districts.  The  indigent  poor  and  mentally  de- 
ficient of  the  county  v/ere  sent  to  the  Ransom  Home  and  Hospital  at  Ransom,  main- 
tained by  the  Pittston- Jenkins  Poor  District  in  Lackawaima  County;  the  Retreat 
Home  and  Hospital  at  Retreat,  maintained  by  the  Central  Poor  District  in  Luzerne 
County;  and  the  Laurytown  Home  near  Weather ly  in  Carbon  County,  maintained  by 
the  Middle  Coal  Field  District  (see  Poor  Districts  of  Luzerne  County),  In  1938 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  will  have  the  power  of  administering  the  newly 
created  county  institution  district  which  will  include  the  Retreat  Home  and  Hos- 
pital, The  board  will  also  be  made  responsible  for  dependents  in  state  institu- 
tions. All  local  poor  districts  v;ill  be  abolished,  and  the  Department  of  Public 
Assistance  of  the  Commonv/ealth  will  be  made  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  all  outdoor  direct  relief  and  vj-ill  establish  its  ovm  county  board  of  assis- 
tance for  local  administration  (24), 

This  local  board  will  be  composed  of  unpaid  citizen  members  who  will  appoint 
a  paid  director  and  a  staff.  Appointment  vri.ll  be  made  on  the  basis  of  a  civil 
service  merit  system.   The  county  s.ssistance  board  r.dll  administer  the  functions 
noiY  exercised  by  the  board  of  trustees  of  motliers'  assistance  which  since 
1913  has  administered  mothers'  assistance,  and  since  1934  has  granted  benefits 
to  the  aged  and  the  blind.   In  addition  to  these  duties  the  new  board  will  ad- 
minister unemployment  relief,  and  child' caring  services  for  dependent  and  neg- 
lected children  (See  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mothers'  Assistance), 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

The  care  of  dependent  children  is  the  legal  responsibility  of  the  poor  di- 
rectors of  the  consolidated  poor  districts  and  the  local  overseers  of  the  poor. 
Normal  children  may  not  be  kept  at  the  almshouse  for  longer  than  sixty  days. 
They  must  then  be  placed  as  apprentices  in  private  homes  or  sent  to  private 
charitable  homes  such  as  the  United  Charities  Home  in  Hazleton  (See  the  United 
Charities  of  the  city  of  Hazleton),  or  at  the  Children's  Home  of  the  City  of 
Wilkes-Barre  (See  Children's  Home  of  the  City  of  Wilkes-Barre) ,   From  1903  im- 
til  1922  the  court  of  common  pleas  appointed  a  board  of  visitation  to  inspect 
all  institutions  receiving  dependent  and  delinquent  children.   This  board  ceased 
to  function  because  the  court  no  longer  considered  it  necessary.  In  1938  children 
in  institutions  will  become  the  sole  charges  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
(see  Poor  Districts  of  Luzerne  County). 


22-  1911  PL  260  s  1,  2;  1929  PL  1278  s  461.   25-  1919  PL  784  No.  322  s  144  am, 
1927  PL  56  s  1,  2;  1929  PL  1278  s  650,  651.   24-  See  Wilmer  Krusen,  "Public  Poor 
Relief  and  County  Welfare,"  The  Medical  Searchlight  and  Science  Bulletin,  XI, 
No.  1,  Jan.  1935. 
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Since  1893  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  has  had  jurisdiction  of  cases  in- 
volving the  care  of  dependent  children  (25).   This  court  may  likewise  sign  an 
order  committing  a  child  to  a  charitable  institution  (see  Probation  Office). 

Treatment  of  Delinquent  Children  Awaiting  Trial 

There  is  no  special  detencion  home  in  Luzerne  County  for  children  awaiting 
trial  in  the  juvenile  court,  nor  has  there  been  developed  any  plan  for  the  social, 
medical,  and  physchological  study  of  children  awaiting  hearing.   The  detention 
facilities  made  use  of  are:   The  United  Charities  Home  in  Hazleton,  and  the  Luzerne 
County  Industrial  School  for  Boys. 

Development  of  the  Judicial  System  in  Luzerne  County 

Like  the  county  government  proper,  the  judicial  system  of  the  Commonwealth 
has  gone  throU;?h  significant  changes  since  17o6  v^en  Luzerne  County  was  establish- 
ed (26).  x'vt  that  time  the  county  court  consisted  of  a  court  of  common  pleas  and 
a  court  of  quarter  sessions  -which  had  been  established  for  all  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1722.   The  court  of  common  pleas  heard  and  determined  civil  actions, 
while  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  was  given  jurisdiction  over  minor  crimes  and 
misdemeanors.   In  1791,  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  was  established  with 
jurisdiction  over  crimes  of  a  more  serious  nature.   Before  that,  such  cases  were 
heard  by  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Commonwealth  and  local  justices 
sitting  with  him  as  associates. 

By  terms  of  the  Constitution  of  1776,  the  justices  of  these  county  courts 
were  nominated  by  electors  of  districts  and  chosen  by  the  president  and  executive 
council  of  the  Commonwealth.   They  were  designated  as  justices  of  the  peace  with 
seven  year  terms  and  also  assigned  as  justices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
court  of  quarter  sessions,  the  orphans'  court  and,  after  1791,  the  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer.   '»"ilhen  Luzerne  County  was  established  it  was  divided  into  three  such 
districts,  the  voters  of  each  nominating  four  persons  for  justices.   From  this 
list  of  twelve  men  the  following  were  chosen: 

Matthias  Hollcnback  and  William  Hooker  Sm.ith  for  the  first  district, 

Benjamin  Carpenter  and  James  Nesbitt  for  the  second  district; 

Obadiah  Gore  and  Nathan  Kingslcy,  for  the  third  district  (27). 

Prior  to  1791  each  county  comprised  a  single  judicial  unit.   Pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  1790,  the  General  Assembly  divided  the 
state  into  five  districts,  none  of  -vKhich  could  include  more  than  six,  nor  less 
than  three  counties.   The  governor  appointed  a  president  judge  for  each  district 
and  no  fewer  than  three  and  no  more  than  four  judges  for  each  county  to  serve 
during  good  behavior  (28).   Those  judges  comprised  the  respective  courts  of 
common  pleas,  quarter  sessions,  orphans',  and  oyer  and  terminer.   At  that  time  Lu- 
zerne County  was  made  part  of  the  third  judicial  district.   Since  then  it  has 


25-  1893  PL  339.   26-  For  a  discussion  of  the  earliest  courts  in  Pcnnsylvmiaj 
sec  Yfilliam  H.  Loyd,  Early  Courts  of  Pennsylvania,  Boston,  1910.   27-  Oscar  Jewell 
Harvey  and  Ernest  Gray  Smith,  A  History  of  .Yilkes-Barre,  Wilkes-Barre,  1927,  III, 
1570.   28-Const.,  1790  Art.  V,  s  2,4;  1791,  3  Dall  92,  3: Sm  L  29. 
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been  chemged  several  times  by  act  of  legislature;  it  is  now  the  11th  judicial 
district.  In  1849  it  was  provided  that  governors'  appointments  to  the  bench 
should  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Senate.  The  terms  of  the  associate  and 
president  judges  were  fixed  at  five  and  ten  years  respectively  (29).  In  1851 
the  judges  became  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  county  and  this  provision  is  still 
in  effect,  the  judges  having  a  ten  year  term, 

A  separate  orphans'  court  v/ith  one  judge  was  established  in  Luzerne  County 
in  1874  (30). 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  cities  of  Carbondale  and  Scranton,  incor- 
porated in  1851  and  1866  respectively,  and  which  were  then  within  the  limits  of 
Luzerne  County,  had  their  own  courts  prior  to  1874,  These  Courts  had  jurisdiction 
somewhat  similar  to  the  Luzerne  County  court  (31),  They  were  called  Mayors'  courts 
but  were  abolished  by  the  operation  of  the  Constitution  of  1874,  Their  records 
are  now  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of  Lackawanna  County  in  which  county 
they  are  now  located?  they  will  be  considered  in  detail  in  the  Inventory  of  the 
County  Archives  of  Pennsylvania  No.  55,  Lackawanna  County. 

The  locally  elected  justices  of  the  peace  in  boroughs  and  townships  and  the 
aldermen  of  wards  of  cities  of  the  second  and  third  classes  have  continued  in 
more  or  less  the  same  capacity  as  justices  of  the  pence  since  the  establishment 
of  Luzerne  Co\mty  in  1786,  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  have  from  time  to  time 
made  some  changes  in  their  powers,  terms,  and  methods  of  election.   But  in  general 
there  has  been  no  fundamental  alteration  of  the  minor  judiciary  in  Pennsylvania 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Commonwealth, 

It  is  thus  apparent  that  the  county  government  and  the  judicial  system  of  the 
Commonwealth  as  illustrated  in  Luzerne  County  is  rooted  deep  in  the  two  and  one- 
half  centuries  of  Pennsylvania  history.  Fundamental  readjustments  have  been  few 
and  far  between,  alterations  have  been  made  piece-meal.  Now  developments  have 
been  indicated  by  experience  and  necessity.   Stability  has  certainly  been  achieved. 
Always,  however,  now  problems  arise  and  future  changes  will  be  made  v;hen  such 
problems  demand  new  methods  of  procedure. 

The  Organization  of  the  Judicial  System  in  Luzerne  County 

The  courts  within  Luzerne  County  are  an  integral  part  of  the  county  govern- 
ment, yet  thoy  must  also  be  considered  as  part  of  the  state  judicial  system. 
While  the  judges  of  the  district  court  are  elected  by  voters  within  the  county, 
their  salaries  are  paid  from  Commonwealth  funds.  No  county  officer  has  any  power 
to  alter  or  change  the  acts  of  the  judges,  yet  they  have  a  large  number  of  duties 
relating  to  county  government. 

Briefly  the  work  of  the  courts  may  be  stated  as  including,  the  adjustment  of 
disputes  betiveen  parties,  the  settlement  of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  deter- 
mination of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  persons  accused  of  violatinp  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  the  safe-guarding  of  the  rights  of  the  individual  according  to 


29-  Const.,  1838,  Art.  V,  s  2.   30-  1874,  PL  206.   31-  1851  PL  163;  1866, 
PL  1034, 
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the  terms  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsyivanid.  Further^.ore,  tnese  courts  have 
the  power  of  upholding  the  balance  between  various  parts  of  tne  coii.piicated  govern- 
raental  machinery.  They  also  act  as  an  administrative  agency  of  governLsnt  in 
local  areas.   In  doing  this,  they  can  interpret,  expound,  and  expand  the  statu- 
tory and  conjj.on  law  under  which  we   live. 

rtS  far  as  the  inhabitants  of  Luzerne  County  are  concerned,  we  may  divide  the 
court  systec.  of  Pennsylvania  as  follows; 

(1)  The  justices  of  the  peace  and  aldeimen. 

(2)  The  district  court,  which  includes. 

(a)  court  of  comuiOn  pleas 

(b)  court  of  oyer  and  tercaner  and  general  jail  delivery 

(c)  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 

(d)  orphans '  court 

(e)  juvenile  court 

(3)  the  superior  and  supreme  courts. 

Justices  of  the  peace  and  aldern.en  comprise  the  lowest  rung  of  the  judicial 
ladder.  These  officers  are  elected  in  various  tov/nships,  boroughs,  and  wards  of 
cities  for  terms  of  six  years.  Tlieirs  are  not  courts  of  record  and  they  have 
jurisdiction  over  the  lesser  crimes  and  disputes.   However,  they  may  bind  over 
for  grand  jury  and  subsequent  tritil  in  the  higher  courts  cases  brought  before 
their  attention  which,  in  their  opinion,  deserve  further  action.  Thtir  power  in 
this  respect  is  laid  down  by  acts  of  legislature.   They  have  nun.erous  administra- 
tive duties  in  connection  v/ith  which  they  must  keep  records.   These  records  will 
be  catalogued  in  the  forthcoming  inventory  of  municipal  records. 

The  judges  of  the  district  court  are,  technically  speai-cing,  judges  of  the 
court  of  comiion  pleas,  yet  these  juds,es  preside  over  all  the  other  courts  in  the 
district  unit  as  named  above.  Tney  are  elected  for  terms  of  ten  years.  Their 
jurisdiction  extends  to  all  criminal  cases  whatever  their  nature,  and  ail  civil 
Cases,  generally  speaxing,  the  criminal  casos  are   brought  up  in  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  and  tlaat  of  oyer  ana  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery,  while 
civil  Cases  are  heard  in  the  courts  of  common  pleas.   The  orphans'  court  nas  to 
do  with  the  settlement  of  estates  while  the  juvenile  court  is  in  ch-^rge  of  child- 
rens*  cases.  However,  the  judges  _re  the  Same  in  all  courts  in  Luzeine  County  ex- 
cepting the  orphans'  court  v/hich  Wo.s  created  as  a  separ-te  office,   in  1537  Luzerne 
Cou.:ty  had  five  judges  of  courts  of  comii.on  pleas  and  one  judge  of  the  orphans' 
court.   They  are  elected  for  ten  year  overlapping  ternis. 

The  superior  court  and  the  supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania  -re  the  two  appellate 
courts  of  the  ComL^onwealth  and  operate  for  the  state  as  a  whole.  The  superior 
court,  established  in  1895  has  final  jurisdiction  in  appeals  ol  all  criminal  cases 
except  those  involving  felonious  homicide  and  cases  involving  the  right  to  a  pub- 
lic office.   In  civil  controversies  its  jurisdiction  is  appellate  in  --11  cases  in- 
volving less  than  $2,500. 

The  supreme  court  is  the  highest  court  of  the  state.   It  has  original  juris- 
diction in  cases  of  injunction  where  a  corporation  is  the  party  defendant,  of 
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habeas  corpus,  or  nandanus  to  courts  if   inferior  jurisdiction  nnd  Df  qu^  warranto 
as  t.>  officers  of  the  Commonwealth  ^\'hose  jurisdiction  extends  over  the  state.   It 
has  cppell&te  jurisdiction  by  appeal,  certi)rari,  or  v/rit  of  error  in  all  cases 
as  is  provided  by  low  (32).   The  supreme  court  hears  directly,  on  appeal  from  the 
''istrict  c^iurts,  cases  inv jiving  sums  over  ffZySOO  and   criminals  accused  of  feloni- 
ous homicide.   Because  the  supr^^me  court  is  the  highest  court  in  the  judiciary 
hierarchy  of  the  Comr.ionvrcalth,  it  may  be  said  that  it  is  the  last  T.'ord  in  the  in- 
terpr'.tation  of  the  constitution  and  thi^  laws  of  the  state.   Hn'/cver,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  alirust  all  of  the  cases  oripinate  in  the  lorrar  courts  and  the  su- 
prei,ie  court  acts  ue^n  decisions  rendered  by  these  lov/tr  c.iurts. 

Safety  of  Rocord.s 

The  legislation  applicable  to  the  keeping  of  records  concerns  not  only  speci- 
fic books  required  of  the  county  administrative  officers  but  als3  methods  )f  keep- 
ing records,  dockets,  and  indexes.   In  1790,  an  act  was  passed  which  for  the  first 
time  in  Pennsylvania  prescribed  for  the  safety  of  records.   This  statute  authorized 
the  comrdssi oners,  with  the  approval  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  and  grand 
jury,  to  erect  a  building  of  brick  or  stone  f:)r  h-il'^ing  courts,  and  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  records  jf  the  prothonotary,  clerk  of  quarter  sessions,  recorder  of 
deeds,  clerk  of  orphans'  court,  and  register  3f  \7ills  (33). 

Supervision  of  Court  of  Cor:mon  Pleas  Over  Records 

In  1827  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  ^vere  given  the  authority  to 
supervise  the  records  kept  by  the  clerk  of  courts,  the  recorder  of  deeds,  and  the 
register  of  wills.   The  judges  may  direct  the  preparation  of  complete  indexes  '-if 
all  matters  contained  y/ithin  their  books  (34).   Once  a  year  these  officers  are  re- 
quired to  subm.it  all  their  b)oks  of  records  to  the  judges  f  ^r  their  inspection. 
The  judges  m.ay  also  order  those  books  and  records  \vhich  require  it,  to  be  rebound 
(35). 

Their  direction  over  dockets,  records,  and  indexes  was  later  extended  v/hen, 
in  1839,  the  judges  i«;re  required  to  ascertain  whether  the  records,  books,  indexes, 
and  files  of  all  court  clerks  were  kept  as  the  law  contemplated;  and  if  neglect 
were  apparent,  to  direct  the  correction  of  any  deficiency  (36).   Again,  in  1891, 
they  v/ere  empowered  to  alter  the  mode  of  preparing  the  indexes  (37),  and  to  direct 
the  preparation  of  nev;-  indexes  (38).   These  are  prepared  not  by  the  court,  however, 
but  by  the  proper  county  officers  (39),  and  at  the  expense  of  the  county  (40). 

VJhenevcr  a  t runs cri^^t ion  is  m.ade,  it  must  be  certified  by  the  proper  officer 
that  it  is  a  true  copy  of  the  orit,inal  record  (41). 

The  books  r-:,quired  of  the  clerical  offic^-rs  and  all  other  officals  in  Luzerne 
County,  are  supplied  by  the  comjriissioncrs  at  the  cost  of  the  county  (42). 


32"  ejnst. ,  Art.  V,  s  3.   33-  1790,  2  Dall  778.   34-  1827  PL  154  s  5.   35-  Ibid. 

s  4.   36-  1839  PL  676  s  1.   37-  1891  PL  129  s  1.   38-  JbJ  d. ,  s  2.   39-  Matter  of 

Re-Indexing  Judgment  Dockets,  1  Dnuph.  390  (1898).   40-  f89T  PL  129  s  3.   41-  1827 

PL  154  s  1,2;  1879  PL  136  s  1.   42-  1821  PL  50,  7  Sm  L  367  s  8;  1837  PL  676  s  1; 
1929  PL  1278  s  57. 
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Supervision  of  Orphans'  Court  Over  Records  of  Register  of  ITills 

When  a  separate  orphans'  court  exists,  as  in  Luzerne  County,  the  judge  of 
this  court  is  given  the  sole  power  to  supervise  records  and  indexes  belonging  to 
the  offices  of  Clerk  of  orphans'  co-irt  and  register  of  wills  (43), 

Mechanical  Devices  for  Preserving  Records 

As  mentioned  above,  the  method  of  recording  is  prescribed  by  statute.   In 
Luzerne  County,  most  of  the  records  today  are  handwritten  on  printed  forms  or 
typed  in  books  by  typewriters  especially  designed  for  this  purpose.   In  1937 
coimty  officers  were  authorized  to  record  any  document,  plat,  or  paper  by  photo- 
static, photographic,  or  other  mechanical  device  (44), 

Lack  of  Uniform  Accounting  System  in  the  Keeping  of  Financial  Records 

The  laws  of  Pennsylvania  do  not  specify  that  any  particular  accounting  system 
be  adopted  in  the  keeping  of  county  financial  records,  nor  are  there  any  statutes 
requiring  that  records  be  combined  to  eliminate  separation,  duplication,  and  over- 
lapping. In  1935,  however,  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs  of  the  Commonwealth 
was  given  power  to  prescribe  uniform  budget  and  annual  report  forms  for  counties 
(45), 

General  Provisions 

There  are  certain  general  provisions  concerning  county  records.  Whenever  a 
county  has  been  divided  and  from  it  a  nevir  comity  formed,  all  mortgages,  judgments, 
verdicts,  orders,  and  all  records  made  in  the  original  county  must  be  copied  and 
certified  by  the  recorder,  the  prothonotary,  the  clerk  of  courts,  the  register  of 
wills,  or  other  officer,  and  entered  by  the  same  officer  in  the  new  county  as  part 
of  the  records  of  his  office  (46), 

All  newly  elected  county  officials  are  required  to  receive  records  and  docu- 
ments belonging  to  their  office  from  their  predecessors.  Any  officer  refusing  to 
surrender  these  records  and  documents  is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  is  required 
to  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  undergo  imprisonment  (47), 

The  commissioners,  controller,  treasurer,  sheriff,  recorder  of  deeds,  pro- 
thonotary^, clerk  of  courts,  clerk  of  orphans'  court  and  register  of  wills,  and 
district  attorney  are  required  to  keep  all  public  records  at  the  county  seat, 
under  a  penalty  of  five  hundred  dollars  (48). 

Records  Open  to  Inspection  of  Public 

The  minute  books  and  other  fiscal  records  and  documents  are  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  every  taxpayer.   In  case  any  county  officer  should  refuse  to  allow 


43-1891  PL  129  s  5;  1929  PL  776  No.  327  s  1,   44-  1937  PL  739  No.  193  s  1. 
45-  1929  PL  1278  s  370cl  added  1935  PL  1184  s  3,   46-   1901  PL  138  s  1,   47-  1804 
PL  488  s  1-3  am,   1929  PL  1278  s  58,   48-   1834  PL  537  s  12  am.  1929  PL  1278  s  56. 
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inspection,  the  taxpayer  nay,  up^n  court  tr-lcr ,    bo  permitted  to  examine  the 
records  (49). 

Location  of  Early  County  Records 

From  1752  to  1772  the  territory  if  Luzerne  was  included  in  the  Pennsylvania 
County  of  N  irthanpton.   All  Pennsylvania  county  records  of  that  period  \vill  be 
found  in  the  courthouse  at  Erston,  Pennsylvania,   In  1772  N)rthumberland  was 
erected  from  a  part  of  Northampton,  and  included  the  present  territory  of  Luzerne. 
Records  for  the  territory  from  1772  until  the  erection  of  Luzerne  County  in  1786, 
will  be  found  in  the  courthouse  at  Sunbury,  Pem:isylvania,   These  records  vd.ll  be 
listed  in  the  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Pennsylvania,  No,  48,  Northamp- 
ton County,  and  tlie  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  if  Pennsylvania,  No.  ^9, 
Northumberland  Cjunty. 

At  the  same  time  Connecticut  claimed  jurisdiction  in  this  area.   The  nirthern 
half  of  Luzerne  County  was  included  in  the  town  of  Westmoreland,   Litchfield 
County,  Connecticut,  erected  by  the  Connecticut  Assembly  in  1773.   Three  years 
later  the  Town  of  Westmoreland  became  the  County  of  l/Yestmoreland,  Connecticut, 
All  Connecticut  claim  to  jurisdiction  in  this  territory  ceased  in  1782  with  the 
Decree  of  Trenton  (see  Historical  Slcetch  of  Luzerne  County). 

Nearly  all  the  t ovm  and  county  records  of  IVestmoreland  were  either  completely 
destroyed  or  widely  dispersed  at  the  time  of  the  British  and  Indian  invasion  in 
July  1778.   Later,  during  the  Pennamite -Yankee  difficulties,  other  public  and 
private  records  were  destroyed  by  the  Ponnsylvanians .   No  effort  was  made  in  the 
early  days  by  the  people  of  v7y3min,-  Valley  to  rather  up  those  dispersed  and  lost 
records.  I'/hen  special  commissionors  were  appointed  in  1799  to  settle  disputes 
between  Pennsylvania  nnd  Connecticut  claimants  as  to  land  titles,  many  records 
were  submitted  as  evidence  which  have  since  been  lost  (50). 

The  extant  records  are: 

1,  Westmoreland  Probate  Records,  njw  in  the  possession  .if  the 
■yVyoming  Historical  and  GeolDgical  Society,  17i  Ikes -Bar  re,  Penn- 
sylvania.  Printed  in  Volur.ie  18  of  the  Proceedings  and  Cjllections 
of  the  Y/yoming  Historical  and  Geological  Society. 

2,  Records  of  the  Town  of  IVostmoreland,  in  4  volumes,  containing 
many  land  transactions  as  well  as  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the 
inhabitants.  Volumes  1,  2,  and  4  of  the  original  records  are 
reputed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  estate  of  Steuben  Jenlcins, 
voluiae  3  of  the  set,  containing  200  pages  of  the  original  2,000, 
is  in  the  collection  of  the  Yjyoming  Historical  and  Geological 
Society,  and  has  been  partially  printed  in  volume  12  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings and  Collections  of  the  Y/yoming  Historical  and  Geological 
Society. 


49-  1929  PL  1278  s  111  added  1935  PL  730  s  1.   50-  Harvey  and  Smith,  oj. 
I,  28. 
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3,   Lists  of  Taxable  Inhabitants  in  the  T jvm.   and  County  of  Viestmore- 
land,  177671780,  are  found  printed  in  Volume  5  of  the  Frocecdincs 
and  Collections  of  the  Yfyoming  Historical  and  GeolO(;ical  Society. 

By  an  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  General  Assembly  passed  April  4,  1805,  the 
'Ycstmoreland  records  were  authorized  t  j  be  dej.  isited  YT.th  the  recorder  of  deeds 
of  Luzerne  County  (51).   '.'whether  or  not  these  records  ivere  ever  placed  there 
cannot  be  ascertained,  but  they  are  n"jt  there  noiv.   On  March  28,  1808,  the  General 
Assembly  passed  an  act  (52)  suspending  the  po-v.-ers  of  the  special  commissioners 
under  the  act  Df  1799,  and  required  them  to  deposit  their  b:>oks,  records*  and 
papers  Vv'ith  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  of  the  Cominomvealth  (now  the  Depart- 
ment of  Internal  Affairs),   So  far  as  can  be  learned  these  records  were  never  de- 
posited there.   Hov;ever,  reference  has  been  made  to  them  in  the  "Repjrt  of  the 
Public  Archives  Comi?.ission,  of  the  American  Historical  Association",  vol.  2,  p. 
285,  1900  as  the  "Seventeen  Tov/nship  ('Tyomint";)"  papers.   These  papers  were  re- 
puted to  have  been  boxed  and  stored  in  the  cellar  of  the  State  Capitol  building 
(53). 


51-  1805  PL  284.   52-1808  PL  176  s  111.   53-Hnrvey  and  Smith,  oy.    cit.,  I,  27. 


feNz 


u  O 

I- 

Z 
liJ 


tg 

i- 

i\ 

if- 

•) 

ii. 

'1 

COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 

1  VEAR  TERM 

-n  i 


g  ®  r  |—    -; 

rigo 


CO 

S 

o 

o 

m 

t1 



m 

■" 

^ 

1 . 

m 

^       l-l 


O  N 


li 


i§ 


ill 


!  |U 

i    §  5  c 
1    i!S 


Fl 


-  33  - 

(First  entry,  p.  49) 


HOUSEIG,  CARE,  AITO  ACCESSIBILITY  OF  THE  RECORDS 

The  first  Luzerne  County  courthouse  was  built  on  Public  Square,  Viilkes- 
Barre,  in  1791.   It  was  of  he\m  logs,  two  stories  high  and  60  x  30  feet  in 
size  (l). 

In  1801  this  structure  gave  v.-ay  to  a  new  courthouse  on  the  same  Square. 
The  new  building,  finished  in  1804,  was  in  the  form  of  a  Greek  cross  and  had  a 
low  to\ver  and  belfiy.  This  building  was  used  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Dur- 
ing the  years  from  1809  to  1812  a  small  fire-proof  annex  was  erected  near  the 
courthouse  for  the  housing  of  the  public  records  (1).. 

In  1835  the  General  Assembly  authorized  the  erection  of  a  third  court- 
house on  the  same  site.  The  cornerstone  was  laid  August  12,  1856.  During 
its  existence  this  building  unden^vent  many  changes  in  the  matter  of  addi- 
tions (2). 

The  present  courthouse,  the  fourth,  is  located  on  River  Common  over- 
looking the  Susquehanna  River  at  River  and  North  Streets.   The  cornerstone  was 
laid  April  5,  1906,  the  building  completed  and  all  reoords  transferred  in  June 
1909.  The  building  is  cruciform,  the  length  of  each  axis  being  200  feet.  The 
rotunda  at  the  intersection  of  the  axes  is  53  x  53  feet.   It  is  three  stories 
high  with  a  basement.  The  foundation  is  concrete,,  the  exterior  walls  Ohio 
sandstone,  the  roof  and  dome  reinforced  concrete,  the  roof  coverings  t*rra 
cotta. 

The  building  is  of  fire-proof  construction  throughout,  and  in  every  in- 
stance all  shelving,  cabinets,  file  boxes,  and  filing  cases  are  of  steel  and 
placed  in  steel  frames.  The  records  for  the  greater  part  are  in  excellent  con- 
dition. Bound  volumes  lie  flat  on  roller  shelves,  unbound  records  are  arranged 
in  filing  cases*  All  offices  v^ero  records  arc  found  are  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, and  the  storage  rooms  in  the  basement  are  adequately  lighted  and  ven- 
tilated and  reasonably  free  from  dust;  All  floors  throughout  the  building  are 
either  of  tile  or  cement,  Yv'ith  but  few  exceptions  unbound  records  have  been 
carefully  sorted  and  arranged. 

In  the  offices  there  is  plenty  of  vrorking  space  for  users  of  the  records, 
but  in  the  basement  storerooms  there  is  no  vrorking  space  available.  The 
basement  storerooms  of  the  commissioners,  treasurer,  and  controller  are  in  a 
confused  condition,  vdth  sots  badly  sorted,  and  records  of  each  office  filed  ". 
in  all  three. 

The  basoracnt  houses  the  probation  office  in  room  3,  and  the  personal 


1-  History  of  Luzerne,  LackaiTOmia,  and  Yfyoming  Counties,  Pennsylvania,  New- 
York,  1880,  p,  57,  58.  2-  IbicL^  and  miliam  H.  Eglc,  HistoFyr  of  the  Common- 
vrealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  1883,  p.  881. 
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property  tax  office  in  room  4.  Room  8  and  room  12  are  used  as  pt^rmanent  regis- 
tration offices,  the  latter  also  being  utilized  upon  occasion  as  sheriff's 
sales  room.  Also  on  this  floor  arc  the  department  of  roads  and  bridges,  and 
engineer's  office  vjhich  together  occupy  three  rooms;  the  court  stenographers' 
office,  and  the  jury  sleeping  quarters.  There  are  record  storage  rooms  of  the 
commissioners,  who  have  three  vaults;  of  the  prothonotary,  clerk  of  courts, 
district  attorney,  treasurer,  controller,  and  engineer,  each  of  whom  utilizes 
one  vault.   The  janitor's  storeroom  contains  a  miscellaneous  collection  of 
early  records  of  many  of  the  county  offices. 

The  first  floor  houses  tho  county  commissioners'  offices  consisting  of  a 
main  office,  a  transcribing  room,  a  private  office,  and  the  office  of  the 
secretary  to  the  commissioners,  all  occupying  one  entire  section,  constituting 
one-fourth  of  the  office  space  on  this  floor.  The  clerk  of  courts  of  quarter 
sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer  has  one  large  room  as  main  office,  vd.th  an 
adjoining  private  office.  Tho  sheriff  and  the  district  attorney  occupy  tho 
section  opposite  that  of  tho  county  commissioners,  each  officer  having  a  main 
office  vidth  a  v/aiting  room  for  tho  public,  and  a  private  office.  The  district 
attorney  also  has  a  small  library  and  conference  room  and  an  office  for  his 
first  assistant.  The  board  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes,  the 
treasurer  and  the  controller  each  occupies  a  large  mr>in  room  mth  an  adjoin- 
ing private  office.   The  mercantile  appraiser  is  located  in  a  small  room 
bet\veen  the  offices  of  the  sheriff  and  tho  treasurer. 

On  tho  second  floor  the  prothonotary  occupies  the  entire  section  directly 
above  that  of  the  commissioners.   It  consists  of  the  large  main  office,  a 
transcribing  room  and  a  private  office.  The  recorder  of  deeds  also  occupies 
on  entire  section  opposite  that  of  the  prothonotary,  vdth  rooms  arranged  in 
the  same  manner.  The  register  of  ivills  and  clerk  of  orphans'  court  har.  • 
main  office,  a  transcribing  room,  a  vault,  and  a  private  office  v/hich  adjoins 
the  State  inheritance  tax  office.  This  letter,  in  turn,  is  next  to  the  law 
library  and  its  stack  room*  Also  on  this  floor  are  the  marriage  license 
bureau  and  the  orphans'  court,  adjoining  the  judge's  chambers,  his  secretary's 
office,  and  his  library. 

The  third  floor  is  occupied  by  the  four  main  court  rooms  and  the  juvenile 
court,  each  with  adjoining  judges'  chambers  and  wa.iting  rooms.  The  grand  jury 
room  is  on  this  floor.  The  office  of  the  secretary  to  the  j\idges,  v^iich  is 
used  as  the  press  room,  end  the  rritness  clerk's  office  aru  the  only  rooms  on 
the  third  floor  xYhich  house  records. 

The  records  of  the  county  commissioners  -re  located  in  their  office  and 
office  safe,  in  the  janitor's  basement  storeroom,  in  the  engineer's  office, 
and  in  the  cominissioncrs' ,  prothonotary' s,  and  controller's  basement  vaults. 
The  records  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  are  housed,  for  the  most  part,  in  his 
oivn  office.  A  few  of  the  older  records  are  located  in  the  janitor's  basement 
storeroom  and  in  the  county  prison  basement  vsult.  The  prothonotarj'-  kt-eps 
the  miijority  of  his  records  in  his  office, '  others  being  stored  in  the  pro- 
thonotary's  and  cli-rk  of  courts'  basement  vaults  and  in  the  janitor's  base- 
ment storeroom.  The  clerk  of  courts  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  torrainer 
has  most  of  his  records  in  his  office  and  his  basement  vault.  A  few  are  kept 
in  the  office  of  the  secretary  to  the  judges  and  in  the  janitor's  basement 
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storeroori.  JL/^oJLXlU 

The  records  of  the  register  of  vrills  and  clerk  of  orphans'  court  are  kept 
in  the  office,  the  office  vault,  the  register's  private  office,  and  the  com- 
missioners' bascnent  vault.   The  State  inheritance  tax  office  keeps  all  its 
records  in  its  office.  The  sheriff's  records  arc  in  his  office,  in  the 
janitor's  basement  storeroom, and  in  the  bcsunent  vaults  of  the  clerk  of  courts 
and  the  treasurer.  The  coroner's  records  are  in  the  cor.imisEioners'  office 
and  basement  vault  raid  in  the  controller's  basement  vault.  The  records  of  the 
district  attorney  ore  kept  in  his  office  and  in  the  janitor's  basement  store- 
room.  The  records  of  the  probation  office  are  located  in  the  office  and  in 
the  comriiissionors'  basement  vault.   The  jury  cor.missioners '  records  are  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  to  the  judges.   The  records  of  the  board  for  the 
assessment  and  revision  of  taxes  are  in  the  commissioners',  prothonotary's, 
engineer's,  and  controller's  basement  vaults,  in  the  personal  tax  office  and 
the  assessor's  of fice,  and  in  the  janitor's  basement  storeroom. 

The  treasurer's  records  arc  in  his  office  and  basement  vault,  in  the 
commissioners'  and  controller's  basement  vaults,  and  in  the  janitor's  base- 
ment storeroom.  The  controller  keeps  his  records  in  his  office,  his  office 
safe,  and  his  basement  vault;  in  the  prothonotary's  and  the  rdtness  clerk's 
offices;  in  the  cor.missionurs' ,  prothonotary's,  clerk  of  courts',  and  con- 
troller's basement  vaults,  and  in  the  janitor's  basement  storeroom.  The 
records  of  the  siiiking  fund  are  in  tho  controller's  office  and  office  safe, 
and  in  the  controller's  basement  vault.  The  early  records  of  the  salary 
board  arc  in  the  comr.iissioners'  basement  vault,  the  current  records  in  the  con- 
troller's office  safe.  The  registration  comrdssion  keeps  all  records  in  its 
office.  The  county  board  of  elections  keeps  its  records  in  tho  office  of  tho 
secretary  to  the  judges,  the  prothonotary's  and  clerk  of  courts'  office,  and 
in  the  coruiissioners'  aaid  clerk  of  courts'  basement  vaults.  The  engineer's 
records  are  in  his  office,  his  vault,  and  the  commissioners'  and  controller's 
basement  vaults. 

The  county  jail  is  on  River  Street,  one  block  from  the  courthouse.  Here 
are  stored  the  records  of  the  vrorden  and  the  prison  board,  and  some  early 
records  of  the  recorder  of  deeds,  Vv'hich  l-ir;ve  been  transcribed.   The  rooms  used 
for  tho  storage  of  prison  records  are  the  -vmrden's  office,  the  record  store- 
room, the  basement  vault,  and  the  fingerprint  department.   One  file  box  of 
prison  records,  which  antedate  the  founding  of  the  office  of  jail  vjarden,  is 
located  in  the  clerk  of  courts'  basement  vault. 

The  Luzerne  County  Industrial  School  for  Boys  is  located  at  Kis-Lyn, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  records  are  kept  in  the  superintendent's  office. 

The  records  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  ere  in  his  office  in 
the  Ydlkes-Barre  Deposit  and  Savings  Banlc  Building,  Public  Square,  IVilkes- 
Barre. 

The  directors  of  the  poor  for  the  Central  Poor  District  are  located  at 
Union  and  Franl:lin  Streets  in  ■'■lilkes-Barre,  and  their  records  are  kept  in  the 
record  room  on  the  first  floor,  and  in  the  Mental  Hospital  and  Almshouse  at 
Retreat,  Pennsylvania. 
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The  records  of  the  Mothers'  Assistance  Fund,  the  Pension  Fund  for  the 
Blind,  and  the  Old  Age  Pension  Fund  are  located  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  at  91  North  Franiclin  Street,  IVilkes-Barrg. 

The  Luzerne  Coimty  Fresh  Air  Canp  is  at  DruiTis,  Pennsylvania,  Their  records 
arc  kept  in  Roon  205  of  the  Kirby  Memorial  Health  Center,  71  North  Franlclin 
Street,  '/ilkcs-Barre. 

The  records  of  the  United  Charities  of  Hazleton  arc  kept  in  the  superin- 
tendent's office  in  the  Adiiinistrativc  Building  at  65  Madison  Avenue,  '.'est 
Hazleton. 

The  Children's  Houe  of  Valkus-Barre  is  at  335  South  Franlclin  Street.  The 
records  are  in  the  superintendent's  office. 
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rcen.  rc-nactcd 

rep.  repe'led 

rm. .    room 

s  section(s) 

sc?i.  school 

secty.  .    secretrry 

Scss.  Session 

Sin  L  Smith  '  s   Laws 

Sp.  Specicl 

St,  pt  I,. Pennsylvanir,  Strtutcs  rt  Large 

Stnt.  L United  States  Strtutcs  rt  Large 

strm, .  storeroom 

sup.  supplied 

Super,  Pennsylvania   Superior   Court  Reports 

supp.  supplemented 

supt.  superintendent 
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trsb.  trr.nscribed 

U.S.  United  States 

vlt.  vault 

vol,  volumc(s) 

vs.  versus 

yr.  year 

current,  to  date 

Explanatory  Notes 

Titles  of  records  arc  shown  in  inventory  proper  exactly  r s  on  volumes  and 
file  boxes.   The  current  or  most  r^^cent  title  is  used  as  the  title  of  the 
entry. 

Explanatory  additions  to  inrdcquate  titles  and  corrections  of  erroneous 
titles  ere  enclosed  in  parentheses  and  have  initirl  capitals. 

In  the  absence  of  titles,  supplied  titles  are  capitalized  anc'  erclosed 
in  parentheses . 

Letters  or  numbers  in  parentheses  indicte  the  exact  labeling  on 
volumes  or  file  boxes.   If  the  volumf^s  or  file  boxec;  arc  unlabeled,  no 
labeling  is  indicated. 

Title  line  cross  references  arc  used  to  complete  scries  for  records 
kept  sepr^rately  for  a  period  of  time,  and  in  otlier  records  for  different 
periods  of  time,  as  in  entry  68,  "1787-1838  in  i"'eed  Book,  nntry  47".   They 
ar'?  also  used  in  all  artificial  entries  -  records  which  must  he  shown 
separrtcly  under  their  proper  office  or  section  heading  even  though  they  are 
kept  in  files  or  records  appearing  elsewhere  in  the  Inventory,  as  in  entry  34, 
"In  (Road  Taxes  on  Unseated  Lands),  entry  341".   In  both  inst'^ncs,  the 
description  of  the  master  entry  shows  the  title  and  entry  number  of  the  record 
from  \'vhich  the  cross  reference  is  made,  as  in  entry  341,  "Also  contains; 
(Record  of  County  Orders),  1843-46,  entry  34".   Prtes  shown  in  the  description 
of  the  artificial  entry  arc  only  for  the  part  or  parts  of  the  record  contained 
therein,  and  arc  shovm  only  when  they  vary  from  those  of  the  master  entry. 

Sepcratc  third  paragraph  cross  references  from  entry  to  entry,  and  "see 
also"  references  under  subject  headincrs,  are  used  to  show  prior,  subsequent. 
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or  related  records  v/hich  are  not  part  oi'  the  same  series. 

Unless  the  index  is  self -contained ,  ai:  entry  fcr  the  index  immediately 
follov/s  its  record  entry.   Cross  references  are  given  for  exceptions  to  the 
rule. 

Records  nay  be  assumed  to  be  in  p,cod  condition  unless  otherwise  in- 
dicated. 

Since  measurements  are  alv/ays  £.iven  in  inclies,  the  s^nnbol  (")  has  been 
omitted.   The  dimensions  for  volumes  and  bundles  are  al-ways  given  in  the 
sequence  of  height,  width,  tliickness;  for  file  boxes  and  other  containers, 
height,  v/idth,  depth. 

In  the  footnote  references  to  the  Constitutions  of  Pennsylvania  the 
dates  are  included  for  the  Constitutions  of  1776,  1790,  and  1838;  if  no  datt 
is  given  it  is  assumed  that  the  reference  is  to  the  Constitution  of  1874. 

Contents  of  file  boxes,  file  drawers,  bundles,  and  cartons  are  given  in 
approximate  numbers. 

All  records  found  by  the  Survey  are  listed.   The  reason  for  the  absence 
of  records  is  given  wherever  Icnown. 
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I.   BOARD  OF  COUNTY  COMaSSIONERS 


The  board  of  county  commissionerE  was  introduced  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
originator  of  the  commission  s;ystem,  in  1724  to  perform  the  assessment  and 
taxation  function  which  had  hitherto  belon£,ed  to  the  court  of  sessions  (1). 
tinea  that  time  the  functions  and  duties  of  the  board  have  teen  expanded  to 
the  extent  that  today  the  board  constitutes  the  nucleus  of  county  {rovernment. 
The  beard  was  organized  in  Luzerne  County  in  1766  when  the  county  was  erected. 

Creneral  Trovisions 

The  board  is  composed  of  three  members  elected  by  the  county -at-large. 
They  were  given  a  constitutional  status  by  the  Constitution  of  1 '74.  They 
v>rere  elected  annually  until  17D9  and  triennially  thereafter  until  1909  when 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution  increased  the  tenure  to  four  years  (2).  Each 
elector  may  vote  for  only  two  of  the  three  county  cor.jmissi oners,  which  pro- 
cedure is  designed  to  give  minority  representation  (3). 

County  commissioners  are  required  to  take  an  oath  of  office,  which  must 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  (4)j  to  furnish  bond  at  an  amount 
determined  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  at  not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars 
each,  which  must  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  controller  (5);  to  file  their 
commissions  immediately  after  receiving  them  from  the  Governor  with  the 
recorder  of  deeds  (6). 

Vacancies  are  filled  by  the  court  of  coirmon  pleas  (7).   Lntil  1909  the 
county  commissioners  were  paid  on  a  per  diem  basis  (C).   Since  then  their 
salary  has  been  determined  by  statute  (9). 

In  1834  tlie  county  commissioners  i/ere  constituted  a  corporate  body  v.'hich 
can  sue  and  be  sued  (10).  The  custody  of  the  county  seal  is  in  the  board  of 
county  commissioners,  v/hich  must  authenticate  official  acts  with  it  (11).  The 


1-  E.P.L.  Gould,  Local  Government  in  Pennsylvania,  Baltimore,  1883,  I,  28. 
George  E.  nov;ard.  An  Introduction  to  the  Local  Constitutional  History  of  the 
United  States,  Baltimore,  1889,  I,  387.  2-  1799,  3  Sm  L  395;  1834  PL  537  s  15; 
Const.,  Art.  XIV  s  2  am.  1909;  1929  FL  1278  s  101.  3-  Const.,  Art  XIV  s  7 
am.  1909;  1929  PL  1278  s  101.  4-  1799,  4  Dall  508  s  2;  1854  PL  537  s  15  (the 
act  of  1834  required  oaths  to  be  filed  with  the  clerk  of  court  of  quarter 
sessions);  Const.,  Art.  VII  s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  53.  5-  1878  PL  118  s  1  (the 
act  of  1878  required  original  bonds  to  be  filed  vj-ith  the  clerk  of  court 
of  quarter  sessions);  1915  PL  198  s  2;  1929  PL  1276  s  54;  1933  PL  94C  s  1 
(the  acts  of  1915,  1929,  and  1933  required  official  bonds  to  be  filed  v;ith 
the  county  controller).  6-  1929  PL  1278  s  55.  7-  1799,  4  Call  508  s  1;  1834 
PL  537  s  2;  Const.,  Art.  XIV  s  7  am.  1909;  1929  PL  1278  s  101.  8-  1799, 
4  Dall  508  s  2;  1821,  2  Sm  L  344  s  6;  1834  PL  537  s  26.  9-  1909  PL  500  s  1; 
1917  PL  570  s  1;  1927  PL  403  s  1.  10-  1834  PL  537  s  3,  4;  1929  PL  1278 
s  22.  11-  1799,  4  Lall  508  s  24;  1834  PL  537  s  8;  1929  PL  1278  s  24. 
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board  nay  make   contracts  necesrary  for   CB.rryinf^   into   execution  laws  relating 
to    the   county.      The   commissioners  may  not  be   a  party  either  directly   or   in- 
directly  in   such  contracts    (l2).      The/  i^ay   issue  bonds  for  specific   purposes 
enumerated  by  law,   the   resolutions  for  which  are   incor?ora^:ed   in   their  minute 
books.      Two  co-jmissioncrs   constitute   a  quorum   for  the   transaction  of 
business    (13), 

The   office   of  clerl;   of  com:  issioners  v/as    created  in  1799    (l4).      The 
clerk  is   appointed  b/  the  board  for  a  four  year  term  (l5).      Ke  must  take   an 
oath  of  office,   whicl;  must  be  filed  vdth  the   clerk  of  the   court  of  quarter 
sessions   (iC),    and  give  a  bond  to  the   county  in   such  svmi  as  may  be  determined 
by  the   county  corrap-issioners   (17).      The   clerk  is   authorized  to   keep  an  account 
of  all   orders   issued  by  the  board   for  the  payment  of  money;    records   of  the 
cciu.  issioners'    proceedings;    books   giving  the  names  of  local  tax  collectors, 
the   aiaount   of  duplicates   issued  to  them   for  collection,    and  the   liairies   of 
perrons   exonerated  from  pcyiiig  taxes;    and  must   record  or  filo  v/hatever  pro- 
ceedings the   commissioner?  i'lay  direct,    and  attest   all   orders   and  v/arrants    (18), 

Financial    Duties 


The  powers   and   duties   of   the  coi'U.,i3Fioi'B  rs   relating  to   the   asEessm.ent  of 
property  have   been  elaborately  detailed  by   statute   for  over  t-wo   hundred  years, 
and  are  considered  in  detril    in  the   oasay  on  the  board  for  the   asses rment  and 
revision  of  taxes.      County  coiiTaissioners   also  have    supervision  over  the 
collection  of  taxes.      Locally  elected  tax  collectors  must  make  moiithly  returns 
of  collected  and  non-collected  t  axes   to   the  county   coimriissionors'    office    (l8a). 
Upon  receipt  from  the  tax  collectors   of  taxes  outstrnding  on   seated  lands,   the 
county  corjnissioners  must  enter  the   return  in  a  docket   styled  the"TGX  Return 
Docket"    (19),      The   returns  for  each  ward  in  each  city,   borough,   and  tovmship 
must  be   alphabetically   indexed,  with  the   nrjne   of  the  ovmor,    locality,    the  year 
the   return  was  filed,    and  the  page   of  the   docket  vj-here   a  lien   is   recorded  in 
aiiotiicr  book  styled  the  "Tax  Lien   Index"   (20).      Since   1785  the   surveyor  has 
been   required  to  make  a   return  of  'onscatod  lands  to   the  county  c  om;'lssioners 
who  must  keep  books  for  this  purpose    (21), 

The   coifimirsioners  rnu:t  certify  a  return  of  unpaid  trjces  on  all   lands  to 
the   county  treasurer,  who   is   authorized  to   collect  the  taxes  or  othcrv-dse  to 
sell   the   lands   (22)    (see   Treasurer  and   Sheriff).      The  trcausrcr  must  certify 
to   the   commissioners   a  list   of   sucli   taxes   collected  on   seated   lands  for  entry 
and   satisfaction  upon  the   "Tax  Return  Dock.ct"    (23).      In  case   the   treasurer 
sells   land  for  delinquent  taxes  the   con-u-ussionors  may  in  certain  cases  purchase 
it.      Those  may  later  bo   sold  by  thorn  at  a  public   sale   in  vriiich  case  the  com- 
missioners must   execute   deeds    to  the  purchasers   (24), 


12-   1834    PL  557    s  43;    1929    PL   1278    s   64.      13-   1834    PL  537    s   19;    1929   PL 
1278    s  105.      14-   1799,    4   Dell   508    s   11.      15-   1899    EL  56   s   2;    1913    PL   161    s   1.      16- 
1899   PL  56   s  3.      17-   Ibid.,    s  5.      18-  17S9,   4   Dall   508    s   11,    12;    1834   PL 
507    s  20;    1899   PL  56    s  3.      18a-   1391   PL  211    s   1;    1897   RL  242    si.      19-   1931 
PL  280   s   1.      20-    Ibid.,    s   2.    21-   1804,    4   Sm  L   201    s   1.      22-   1809,    5   Sm  L  73   1; 
1951   PL  280   s   5.      23-   1951   PL  280    s  2.      24-   1824   IL   167   s   1,    2. 
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Since  1889  the  commissioners  have  been  charged  with  procuring  from  the 
proper  municipal  officers  a  return  showing  the  amount  of  taxes  levied  and 
collected  for  the  maintenance  of  these  smaller  units.  The  commissioners  must 
make  returns  to  the  State  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  shovri.np  the  total 
Eimount  of  taxes  collected  for  the  support  of  the  poor  and  for  the  construction 
and  repair  of  roads  and  bridges,  together  with  the  amount  collected  in  real 
estate  of  railroads  and  other  corporations  (25). 

The  controller  of  Luzerne  County  must  prepare  axi  annual  budget  v/hich  must 
be  transmitted  to  the  county  commissioners  not  later  than  February  1  of  each 
year.  This  budget  must  be  published  at  least  twenty  days  prior  to  the  date 
set  for  its  adoption.  After  making  such  changes  as  appear  advisable,  the 
county  commissioners  may  adopt  the  budget.  At  this  time  the  commissioners 
must  fix  the  tax  rate  to  raise  sufficient  money  to  meet  the  budgeted  expen- 
ditures. Within  fifteen  days  of  adoption  a  copy  of  the  budget  must  be  filed 
v^n  the  office  of  the  State  Department  of  Internal  Affairs.  Uniform  budget 
forms  for  this  purpose  are  proscribed  by  this  department  (26). 

The  Construction  of  Public  Works 

At  present  the  commissioners  are  by  no  means  wholly  responsible  for 
county  expenditures  in  the  construction  of  public  works.  They  divide  this 
responsibility  with  a  number  of  county  as  well  as  state  officials.  This  is 
illustrated  by  the  diversified  responsibility  in  initiating,  planning,  and 
finally  approving  the  public  works  of  the  county,  v^hich  they  share  with  the 
grand  jury,  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  quarter  sessions, 
and  the  administrative  departments  of  the  state  government.  Thus  the 
traditional  American  pr-cticc  of  checks  and  balance  is  strikingly  illustrated 
in  Pennsylvania  county  ^;ovcrnmcnt. 

The  commissioners,  with  the  approval  of  the  grand  jury  and  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  arc  authorized  to  build  jails  (27),  bridges  (28),  roads  and 
highways  (29),  sowers  and  sewage  disposal  plants  (30). 

The  Administration  of  Criminal  Justice 

The  duties  of  tho  commissioners  in  respect  to  the  administration  of 
criminal  justice  include  the  authority  to  construct  county  jails  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  prisoners  (31),   The  conunissionors  serve  as  ox-officio  members  of 
the  prison  commission,  which  is  responsible  for  the  general  management  of 
the  prison  (32).  The  commissioners,  v/ith  the  approval  of  the  State  Dopartra^jnt 
of  Welfare,  may  also  erect  separate  institutions  for  delinquent  women  (33), 
In  Luzerne  County  such  an  institution  was  completed  in  1937,  There  has 
likewise  been  established  the  Luzerne  County  Industrial  School  for  Boys,  which 


25-  1899  PL  157  s  1,  2.   26-  Budget  Programs  and  Requirements  for  Local 
Governments  in  Pennsylvania,  Pennsylvania  Economic  Council,  Publication  No.  27 j 
Philadelphia,  1936,"  27-  1834  PL  509  s  48,   28-  1917  PL  276  s  1;  1929  PL  1278 
s  771.   29-  1895  PL  336  s  1  nm,  1905  PL  290  s  1}  1929  PL  1278  s  891,   See  also 
1929  s  874.   30-  1915  PL  852  s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  1001,   31-  1790,  2  Sm  L  531 
s  30.   32-  1868  PL  917  s  2  art.  1.   33-  1927  PL  24  s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  335 
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receives  the  nolo  juvenile  delinquent  i-r-rcls  of  Luzerne  County.   The  corj".iis- 
sioners  servo  vrith  nine  others  on  the  board  of  r.ionr.gcrs  xvhich  has  jurisdiction 
over  tho  affairs  of  this  institution  (34). 

Hcr.lth  nnd  General  V.'elf-.re 

The  county  coi'xiissionurs  ixsy  provide  for  the  general  health,  welfare,  and 
convenience  of  tho  citizens  of  the  coiinty.   For  cxauple,  they  have  been 
authorized  to  build  tubercular  (35)  and  contagious  disease  (36)  hospitals.   In 
Luzerne  County  these  institutions  have  not  yet  been  built  (see  Govcrnr.iontnl 
Organization  and  Records  Systen) • 

The  cor-u-dssionurs  nay  also  designate  and  equip  parks,  playgrounds,  gyn- 
nasiuns,  baths,  pools,  and  recreation  centers,  and  enploy  recreation  directors 
(37).  They  nay  construct  libraries  (38),  and  assist  political  subdiArisions  to 
acquiru  airports  and  landing  fields  (39).  They  nay  appropriate  noney  to 
assist  naval  reserve  and  ar.ia.tcur  radio  broadcasting  stations  in  case  of  ener- 
gency  and  disaster  (40).  Finally,  the  coi.-nissioners  i.iay  appoint  a  zoning 
corT.ission  i/hich  is  enporrcred  to  regulate  the  location,  height,  and  size  of 
structure,  the  use  of  buildings,  and  soil  and  v;ator  cons'^rvation  in  all 
portions  of  the  county  outside  cities,  boroughs,  and  first  class  tovmships  (41), 
As  yet  a  zoning  connission  has  not  been  appointed  in  Luzerne  County, 

Voting  Processes 

Today  the  coi  aiissioners  of  Luzerne  Cou:ity  are  required  to  act  as  a 
registration  coiu.iission  for  the  penianent  registration  of  voters  (see  Regis- 
tration Corj-.-Lission) .  The  comissioners  in  tlieir  cx-officio  capacity  as 
nenbers  of  the  recently  created  county  board  of  elections  also  have  inportant 
duties  (see  County  Board  of  Elections). 

Miscellaneous  Duties  and  Records 

The  cQ-unty  coiiriis  si  oners  servo  as  purchasing  agents  for  materials  needed 
in  all  county  departnonts  (42).   They  cy.iploy  janitors,  firemen,  engineers, 
nechanics,  laborers,  and  caretakers  for  all  public  buildings  and  grounds  (43). 
The  coi.inissioners  are  also  directed  to  subscribe  to  throe  v/-eckly  newspapers 
nnd  to  procure  their  binding  in  separate  voluries,  and  to  kcup  these  in  their 
office  as  reference  books  for  the  use  of  the  public  (44). 

For  nany  yucrs  local  assessors  vrore  required  to  prepare  a  list  of  persons 
living  vdthin  their  districts,  v;ho  vrere  liable  to  onrollnent  for  nilitary 
service.   A  certified  copy  of  this  list  was  required  to  be  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  corinissionurs,  vdiose  duty  it  vms  to  record  the  roll  in  a  book  (45). 


34-  1909  PL  302  s  5;  1911  PL  262  s  3.   35-  1925  PL  65  s  1;  1929  PL  1278 
s  622.   36-  1917  PL  297  s  2,  sup.  1929  PL  1278  s  617,  618.   37-  1919  PL  78-. 
No.  322  s  142  an.  1927  PL  56  s  1,  2;  1929  PL  1278  s  650,  651.   58-  1925  PL  340 
s  2;  1929  PL  1278  s  606.   39-  1929  PL  1278  s  492  added  1931  PL  401  s  18. 
40-  1929  PL  1278  s  450  added  1937  PL  1958  s  1.   41-  1929  PL  1278  s  501.1  et 
seq.  added  1927  PL  2129  s  2.   42-  1929  PL  1278  s  57  an.  1933  PL  992  s  1. 
43-  1895  PL  236  No.  156  s  2j  1929  PL  1278  s  558.   44-  1893  PL  105  s  1.   45- 
1887  PL  23  s  111,  sup.  1099  PL  266  s  o  rep.  1921  PL  54  No.  27  s  1. 
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ointivc  Povrors 


The  corinissioncrs  have  inportcnt  appointive  povrers.  Besides  a  clerk  of 
the  coimissioncrs  they  designate  the  county  solicitor  ('16)  (re>-  Solicitor), 
sealer  of  weights  and  noasures  (47)  (see  Scalers  of  Weights  and  Measures),  and 
the  county  engineer  (48)  (see  Engineer).   In  addition,  they  nust  appoint  a 
board  for  the  assessuont  and  revision  of  taxes  (sec  The  Board  for  the  Assess- 
nent  and  Revision  of  Taxes). 

Rocistration  of  Veterans'  Graves 


The  coxmty  c oralis sionors,  since  1935,  nust  conpile  a  Veterans'  Grave 
Registration  Record,  which  is  open  to  public  inspection  (49),  The  sane  act 
also  required  the  county  cormissionors  to  fonrard  the  infomation  to  the  Depart- 
ncnt  of  Military  Affairs,  on  foms  proscribed  by  this  dopartnent. 

Any  individual  or  association  o-'.vning  a  cenetery  or  burial  plot  in  ivhich 
the  bodies  of  service  nen  are  interred,  nust  file  a  certificate  of  the  facts 
required  for  this  record  vdth  the  corinissioncrs.  The  county  commissioners  nay 
appoint  Q  veteran's  grave  registrar,  virtiose  duty  is  to  see  that  these  pro- 
visions are  put  into  effect.  A  veteran's  grave  registrar  has  not  been 
appointed  in  Luzerne  County,  the  work  being  handled  directly  by  the  connis- 
sionors. 

Ex-Officio  Boards 

The  cooiissioncrs  are  ex-officio  nenbers  of  certain  boards  which  have 
been  established  by  law  to  integrate  the  functions  of  two  or  nore  offices. 
Thus,  the  conriissioners,  vdth  other  oounty  officials,  serve  on  the  salary 
board  (50),  the  sinking  fund  connission  (51),  and  serve  with  others  as  prison 
connissionors  (52).  The  conxiissioners  nlonc  act  as  the  coxmty  registration 
board  (53)  and  the  county  election  board  (54). 

The  ninute  books  and  other  fiscal  records  and  docunents  ore  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  taxpayers  (55).   The  coiiiissioncrs'  books  and  accounts  nay  be 
inspected  at  any  tine  by  the  county  controller  (56). 

In  addition  to  the  records  which  are  specifically  required,  the  county 
coLinis  si  oners  have  kept  other  records  as  a  natter  of  practice  and  expediency. 


46-  1895  PL  101  s  Ij  1903  PL  11;  1929  PL  1278  s  151.   47-  1911  PL  275  s  11; 
1913  PL  960  s  1;  1917  PL  1102  s  1.  48-  1919  PL  163;  1927  PL  820  No.  415  s  1; 
1929  PL  1278  s  166.   49-  1929  PL  1278  s  439  added  1931  PL  401  s  16  an.  1935 
PL  683  s  8  and  1937  PL  329.   50-  1876  PL  13  s  7  rep.  1879  PL  72  s  1  but  the 
repealing  section  vms   itself  rep.  1883  PL  182  s  1.   51-  1911  PL  895  s  1;  1929 
PL  1278  s  395.   52-  1868  PL  917  s  2  art.  2.   53-  1937  PL  849  s  1;  1937  PL  487 
s  1.   54-  1937  PL  1333  s  301  (b).   55-  1929  PL  1278  s  111;  1935  PL  730  s  1. 
56-  1876  PL  13  s  10. 
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Minutes 
(See  also  entries  345,  392) 

1.  COWCn SSI ONERS'  MINUTES,  1788 — .   21  vols.  Title  varies:  Commissioners' 
Day  Book,  1788-1878,  7  vols.;  County  Co:nmissioners'  Record  Book  1379- 
1906,  2  vols. 

Minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  commissioners,  showing  date  and  place  of  meet- 
ing, business  transacted,  names  of  commissioners  present,  and  signature  of 
secretary^  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  meeting.  No  index.  Ildw. ,  1788-1906,  9  vols.; 
typed,  1906--,  12  vols.  Aver.  400  pp.  11  x  15  x  2.   1788-1906,  9  vols.,  comms. 
bsmt.  vlt,;  1906--,  12  vols.,  off. 

Collection 
(See  also  entries  351-353,  573-377) 

2.  TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS,  1927—.   39  vols,  (dated). 
Commissioners'  copies  of  receipts  issued  by  treasurer  for  moneys  received, 
showing  no.,  date,  name  ard  address  of  payer,  type  and  amount  of  tax,  costs  or 
fees,  total  received,  signature  of  treasurer  and  countersigned  by  controller, 
Arr.  num.  by  receipt  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  2,500  pp. 

12  X  10  X  10.   Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

3.  COLLECTOR'S  LEDGER,  1873--.   12  vols. 

Record  of  taxes  returned  by  collectors  from  municipalities,  showing  date,  names 
of  municipality  and  collector,  amount  of  bond,  total  assessed  valuation  for 
state  and  county  taxes,  total  amount  collected,  fund  allotment.  Arr,  alph,  by 
municipalities,  entries  made  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.  Aver.  400  pp.  16  x  12  x  2, 
1873-77,  1907,  2  vols.,  cont.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1378-1934,  7  vols.,  comms.  bsmt.  vlt.j 
1935—,  3  vols.,  off. 

4.  TAX  RECEIPTS,  1927--.   28  vols. 

Record  of  receipt  of  taxes  on  seated  lands,  showing  name  of  taxpayer,  amounts 
received,  account  no.,  signatures  of  treasurer  and  controller,  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver,  900  pp.  9  x  12  x  4.   Comms, 
bsmt,  vlt. 

5.  RETURN  OF  RECEIVER  OF  TAXES  VrtLKES-BARRS  CITY,  1879-81,  1834-94. 
2,000  papers  in  5  f.b.   Discontinued, 

Returns  of  real  estate  taxes  assessed  by  the  city  of  Wilkes-Barre,  showing  year 
of  assessment,  date,  name  of  owner,  location  of  property,  amount  of  tax  and 
signature  of  receiver,  Arr.  chron,  by  year  of  assessment;  num,  by  ward  no. 
No  index,  Hdw,  on  ptd,  fm.   10  x  5  x  13,   Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

6.  RECORD  OF  COLLECTOR'S  SETTLETIENT ,  1908-14.   1  vol. 

Record  of  settlements  made  by  tax  collectors,  giving  name  of  collector,  amount 
of  bond,  name  of  municipality  he  serves,  total  assessed  valuation  of  munici- 
pality, amount  of  exonerations  or  reductions  previously  granted,  total 
collected,  and  date  of  settlement.  Arr.  alph,  by  municipalities,  entries  made 
chron.  No  index,  Hdw.   196  pp.  10  x  8  x  1,   Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 
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7.  UNSEATED  LANDS,  ROAD  TAJCES,  1818-30.   1  vol. 

Commissioners'  accounts  of  road  taxes  received  on  unseated  lands  sold  and  re- 
deemed, showing  number  of  acres,  name  of  ovmer,  location  of  property,  date  and 
amount  of  delinquency,  date  and  amounts  of  payments,  and  by  whom  received, 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipality,  entries  made  chron.  No  index.  Hdw. 
100  pp.  12^  X  8  X  1.   Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

8.  (TREASURER'S  ACCOUM  BOOK),  1809.   1  vol. 

Report  from  treasurer  of  taxes  collected,  showing  name  and  address  of  taxpayer, 
date  and  amount  received,  and  signature  of  treasurer.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of 
entry.  No  index.  Hdw.   100  pp.  13  x  9  x  1.   Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

Delinquent 
(See  also  entries  89-99,  110-117,  223,  351) 

9.  LAND  RETURNS,  1324,  1826-61,  1863-64,  1867,  1869-1914,  1916—. 
6,375  records  in  64  f.b.,  290  vols. 

Reports  made  by  tax  collectors  on  unpaid  taxes,  showing  date  of  report,  name  of 
owner,  location  and  description  of  property,  assessed  valuation,  total  tax, 
amount  of  delinquency,  and  affidavit  of  collector.   1824-1929,  arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  report;  1930 — ,  arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipality,  entries  made  alph. 
by  name  of  ovmer.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   F.B.,  11  x  3  x  15;  vols.  aver. 
100  pp.  14  X  17  X  -k*      Comms.  bsmt,  vlt. 

10.  DELINQUENT  TAXES,  COUNTY  AND  SINKING  FUND,  1934.   1  vol. 
Record  of  moneys  credited  to  county  and  sinking  funds  on  delinquent  taxes 
collected,  showing  amount  owed,  date  and  no.  of  entry,  ncune  of  payer,  account 
number,  amount  of  taxes  and  penalties,  and  unpaid  balance.  Arr.  chron.  No 
index.  Typed.   700  pp.  16  x  14  x  5,  Off,  safe. 

11.  CERTIFIED  LIST  OF  SEATED  LANDS,  1862-1910.   10  vols.   Discontinued. 
Record  of  taxes  due  on  seated  lands,  showing  name  and  address  of  owner,  descrip- 
tion and  location  of  property,  assessed  valuationi  ovmers  of  adjoining  property, 
date  and  amount  of  delinquency,  amounts  due  county,  road,  bridge,  sinking, 
school,  building,  and  poor  fimds,  amount  of  collectors'  commissions,  cost  of 
entering  lien,  date  and  amount  of  payments.  Arr«  alph.  by  name  of  munici- 
pality, entries  made  alph.  by  name  of  owner.  No  index,  Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm. 
Aver,  200  pp.  13  x  8^-  x  1-^.   Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

12.  CERTIFIED  LIST  OF  UNSE/iTED  U.WS ,    1796-1912.   20  vols.  Title 
varies:  Transcript  of  Unseated  Lands,  1796-1811,  5  vols. 

Record  of  taxes  due  on  unseated  lands,  showing  name  of  municipality,  number  of 
acres,  name  of  owner,  assessed  valuation,  total  amount  of  taxes  due,  amount  due 
sinking,  county,  school,  building,  road,  special,  and  poor  funds,  date  and 
amount  of  payments.  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  municipality;  entries  made  alph.  by 
name  of  taxpayer.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver,  287  pp.  16  x  11  x  2. 
Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

13.  TR.'J.'SCRI^T  OF  UNSEATED  Li\ND  TAXES  CERTIFIED  BY  TRK'.SURER  TO  COMMIS- 
SIONERS, 1799-1877.   11  vols.   Discontinued.   Title  varies:  Trans- 
cript of  Unseated  Land  Taxes,  1799-1870,  10  vols. 

Report  made  by  the  treasurer  to  the  commissioners  on  taxes  due  on  unseated 


Board  of  County  Cor.unissioncrs  -  Delinquent  (14-19) 

lends,  shov/ing  nniae  and  address  of  ov/ner,  locotion  of  property,  number  of  acres, 
date  and  amount  of  delinquency,  date  and  a.aount  of  pajinents.   Arr.  chron.   In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  municipality.   Kdw,  Aver.  200  pp.  15  x  8§-  x  2.   Coirans» 
bsmt,  vlt. 

14.  TiLJTSCRIPT  OF  UHSIL'.TED  L'-NDS,  COUl'JTY  T;vES,  1809-16.   1  vol. 
Discontinued. 

Record  of  county  taxes  due  on  unseated  lands,  showing  number  of  acres,  name  of 
ovmer,  location  of  property,  assessed  valuation,  amount  of  tax  due,  I-.rr. 
chron.  by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alpli,  by  name  of  vjr.rrantee .   Hdw.   150  pp. 
B-^  X  11  X  1-|-.   ComFis.  bsmt«  vlt. 

15.  TRi'vKSCRIPT  OF  UIISK'.TED  L/INDS,  RO-.D   T.JCES,  1809-55.   2  vols. 
Discontinued. 

Record  of  road  taxes  due  on  unseated  lands,  shovri.ng  date  of  entry,  name  of  tax- 
payer, amoiont  of  tax  due,  date  paid,  name  of  payer,  and  amoiint  paid,  Arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  payer.   No  index.   Hdw,  ;.ver.  250  pp.  13  x  B-k  x   2,   Comms.  bsmt. 
vlt. 

16.  TR.J>ISCRIPT  OF  UNSE..TED  UJ^>S,    SCHOOL  T.JCES,  1834-43.   1  vol. 
Record  of  school  taxes  on  unseated  lands  due  coimty,  including  minutes  of  the 
School  Delegates' Meetings,  1834-36,   Shov/s  names  of  municipality  and  taxpayer, 
location  of  property,  year  end  amount  of  tax,  and  total  amount  duo  county  by 
municipality,  jLrr,  by  name  of  m\miGipolity,  and  alph.  thereunder  by  name  of 
taxpayer.   Ho  index.   Hdw.   250  pp,  15  x  6  x  2,   Comias.  bsmt,  vlt. 

17.  TjJC  lien  DOCKET,  1881--,   33  vols.  (1-52,  vols.  27-32,  2  vols,  for 
each  no,)   Last  entry  1935. 

Yearly  summary  of  liens  against  property  for  unpaid  taxes,  sho'.dng  tax  years, 
description  and  location  of  property,  dates  of  issue  and  return  of  tax  warrants, 
name  of  oivner,  date  and  kind  of  taxes  due,  date  of  payment  to  county  treasurer, 
and  fund  to  v^aich  allotted.  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  municipality,  nijm,  by  ^v-ards, 
entries  made  thereunder  by  name  of  taxpayer,   Hdv:.  on  ptd.  fm.  ..ver.  500  pp. 
18  X  12  X  2.   Off, 

18.  II©EX  TO  T.iX  LIEN  DOCKET,  1381--.   33  vols.  (1-32,  vols.  27-32, 

2  vols,  for  each  no.),  and  8  trsb.  vols.  (1-3,  5,  13,  16,  17,  20). 

Last  entry  1935, 
Index  to  Tax  Lien  Docket,  shovdng  name  of  ovnier,  location  of  property,  and  p, 
1881-1929,  vols,  1-26,  arr.  alph,  by  name  of  ovnior;  1930--,  vols,  27-32,  arr. 
alph.  by  names  of  miinicipality,  nuia,  by  vrards,  entries  made  thereunder  by  name 
of  taxpayer.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm,,  1881-1929,  vols,  1-26;  typed  on  ptd.  fra., 
1930-35,  vols.  27-32,  Aver.  100  pp,  13  x  8  x  1,   1881-1935,  vols.  1-32,  off.; 
8  trsb,  vols.,  comms.  bsnt.  vlt. 

19.  TREASURER'S  S.^LES  OF  UNSE^.TED  LzU'IDS,  1822-56,  1880-82,  1884-88, 
1890-94,  1896,  1906—.   8  vols.   Last  entry  1912.   Title  varies: 
Treasurer's  Sale  of  Lands,  1822-56,  3  vols. 

Report  to  commissioners  of  treasurer's  sales  of  unseated  lands  for  delinquent 
taxes,  shov/'ing  date  and  amount  of  sale,  names  of  municipalities,  former  ovmers, 
nianber  of  acres  or  lots,  location  of  property,  dates,  amounts  and  kind  of 
unpaid  taxes,  names  af  buyer  and  clerk,  and  disposition  of  property  by 
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commissioners,  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipality.  No  index.  Hdw.  Aver. 
200  pp.  12  X  15  X  2.  Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

20.  TREASURER'S  SALES  OF  SEATED  LANDS,  1816-25,  1880-88,  1890-94, 
1896-98,  1900--.   7  vols.  Last  entry  1912.   Title  varies.  Treas- 
urer's Sales  to  Commissioners,  1816-25,  1  vol. 

Record  of  treasurer's  sales  of  seated  lands  to  county  commissioners  for 
delinquent  taxes,  showing  date  of  sale,  names  of  municipalities  and  former 
owners,  number  of  acres  or  lots,  location  of  property,  dates,  amounts,  and  kind 
of  unpaid  taxes,  names  of  buyer  and  clerk,  and  disposition  of  property  by  com- 
missioners. Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  municipalities.  No  index,  Hdw.  Aver. 
375  pp.  13  X  8  X  2.  Comms.  bsmt,  vlt. 

21.  COUNTY  LANDS  BOUGHT  BY  COmiSSIONERS,  1816-76,  1878-1906.   3  vols. 
Title  varies:  Unseated  Lands  Bought  by  Commissioners,  1878-1906, 

1  vol. 
Record  of  unseated  lands  bought  by  commissioners  for  non-payment  of  taxes, 
giving  description  of  land,  amount  paid,  name  of  warrantee,  and  amount  of  county 
and  road  taxes  due.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  Aver. 
200  pp.  13  X  9  X  2.   Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

22.  TREASURER'S  DEEDS,  1906—.   750  deeds  in  6  f.b.  (dated).  Last 
entry  1912. 

Deeds  of  property  bought  by  commissioners  at  treasurer's  sales,  showing  date, 
location  and  description  of  property,  consideration,  names  of  treasurer  and 
former  owner,  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  sale,  alph. 
by  first  letter  of  surname  of  former  owner.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  ptd,  fm. 
10  X  5  X  13.  Comms,  bsmt,  vlt* 

23.  COmilSSIONERS'  DEEDS,  1909.   68  deeds  in  1  f.b. 

Deeds  to  properties  bought  at  treasurer's  sale,  held  two  years  and  then  sold 
at  auction,  showing  date,  location  and  description  of  property,  consideration, 
names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  signatures  of  witnesses  and  acknowledgment  of 
grantor.  Not  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13.  Comms,  bsmt.  vlt. 

24.  ADVERTISEMENT  FOR  SALES  OF  UNSEATED  LANDS  BY  COMMISSIONERS,  1796- 
1801.   1  vol. 

Record  of  advertisement  of  lands  to  be  sold  at  public  vendue  to  discharge  the 
county  tax,  showing  name  of  warrantee,,  description  of  lands,  and  tax  due.  Arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  municipality.  No  index.  Hdw.   50  pp.  15  x  8  x  x,  Comms, 
bsmt.  vlt. 

25.  COmilSSIONERS'  SALE  OF  SEATED  LANDS,  1885,  1888-96,  1902-8. 
3  vols, 

Record  of  sale  of  seated  land  purchased  by  commissioners,  showing  date  purchased j 
description  and  location  of  land,  to  whom  sold,  name  of  former  owner,  and  date 
and  amount  of  sale.  Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  municipalities,  entries  made  chron, 
by  date  of  sale.  No  index,  Hdw.  Aver,  300  pp.  14  x  9  x  2,  Comms.  bsmt,  vlt. 

26.  COI.MI  SSI  ONERS'  SALE  OF  UNSEATED  LANDS,  1823-44,  1848-85,  1888-1909. 
5  vols. 

Record  of  sale  of  unseated  land  purchased  by  commissioners,  giving  description 
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of  land,  nanc  of  ivarrantcc,  dates  purchased  and  sold  by  connissiom^rs,  nano  of 
purchaser,  and  anount  of  sale,  j^rr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdv;. 
Aver.  200  pp,  15  X  8  X  2.   Conris.  bsnt.  vlt. 

27.  COiMISSIGNERS*  fffiMOIL-aiDUM  BOOK,  1818-39.   1  vol. 

Record  of  bad  debts  due  the  county,  slimdnp:  nanes  of  debtors,  onnmat  of  debt, 
nar.ies  of  tax  collectors,  vdth  auditor's  report  on  collectibility  of  debt. 
Also  contains  a  record  of  promissory  notes  received,  showing  nane  of  promisor, 
date  and  aiaount  of  note,  date  payracnt  due,  anounts  received  as  part  payr.ient, 
and  balance.  Arr*  alph,  by  nane  of  debtor.   No  index.   Kdv;.  on  ptd.  fri.   50  pp. 
15  X  8  X  -g-,   Cor.-ins,  bsnt,  vlt. 

Equipment  and  Supplies 
(Sec  also  entries  330-583,  386-338) 

28,  D;.Y  book  (Record  of  Office  Supplies),  1912-15,   1  vol. 

Record  of  supplies  furnished  county  offices,  shaving  nane  of  office,  date  and 
description  of  supplies  furnished,  nane  of  p^^rson  receiving  sai-.e.  Arr,  alph. 
by  nanc  of  off.,  entries  nade  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  noiio   of  off.   HdiT, 
500  pp.  15  X  10  X  2,   Conns.  b:;nt,  vlt, 

29,  P.,SS  BOOK  (i.ccount  Book),    1866-68,      1  vol. 

Account  book  of  purchases   of   supplies  by  county,    fron  Isaac  Livingston  of 
Scranton,    shovd.ng   itens   and   date   of  purchase,      ,irr,    cliron,   by  date    of  entry.      No 
index.      Ildv;,      33  pp,   6x8x4,      Conr;s,  bsnt,    vlt. 

Accounts 
(See  also  entries  424-426) 

30,  comics lONERS'  LEDGER  (Record  of  Expenditures),  1841-54,  1857-77, 
1882-85,  1894-96,   4  vols.   Discontinued, 

Record  of  expenditures,  shov;ing  title  of  account,  'late,  nane  of  payee,  purpose 
of  expenditures,  vmrrant  no.  and  a::iount,  ;.rr,  alph,  by  titl.,-  of  account, 
entries  nade  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  title  of  account,   Hdiv,  ^  Aver.  600  pp, 
18  X  13  X  0,   Conns,  bsnt,  vlt. 

31.  COnilSSIONERS'  RECEIPTS  OF  LUZERNE  COUNTY,.  1852-59,  1862-64,  1875-83,.- 
1885,  1887-96,   19  vols.  Discontinued,  Title  varies:  County  Con- 
nissionv.rs'  General  Receipt  Book,  1879-83, . 1885,  1887-95,  9  vols.; 
Corurdssioners*  Receipt  Book,  1856-59,  1862-64,  1876-79,  4  vols. 

Record  of  receipts  for  warrant  orders  issued, .  shovang  date  of  receipt,  vrarrant 
no.,  itcn  purchased,  anoimt,  and  v.^ero  recorded  in  ledger.  Also  statencnt  by 
payees  acknovfledging  receipt  of  vrarrant,  shovdng  date  and  signature,   ;,rr.  chron. 
by  date  of  receipt.   No  index.  Hdv;,  Aver,  150  pp,  18  x  14  x  1,   1852-55, 
1880-81,  1894,  1896,  6  vols,,  treas,  bsnt,  vlt.;  1856-79,  4  vols,,  conr.^s,  bsnt, 
vlt,;  1882-83,  1835,  1887-95,  9  vols.,  cont,  bsnt.  vlt, 

32.  COOnSSIONERS'  DAY  BOOK,  1875-80.   1  vol. 

Coni.iissioners'  accounts  of  county  offices,  shovdng  nane  of  office,  date  of 
receipt  or  expenditure  -vdth  anount,  source  of  incone,  reason  for  expenditure, 
and  balance.  Arr.  alph.  by  nane  of  off.,  entries  nade  chron.   No  index.  Hdiv. 
200  pp.  15  X  9  X  lys.      Conns,  bsnt.  vlt. 
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33.  COUiTTY  COJ^iISSIONERS'   WARR,\NT   BOOK,    1920-22,    1924—.      7   vols. 
Title  Vf:.ries:    Ledger,    1920-22,    1  vol. 

Record   of  v/arrants    issued   for  payment   for  services,    supplies,    and   salaries, 
showing  name   of  account,    date,    no.,    amount,    and   purpose.      Arr.    num.   by  warrant 
no.      No    index.      Hdw.    on  ptd.    fm.      Aver.    500  po,    18  x   12   x   3.      1920-22,      1924-35, 
5  vols.,    comms.    bsmt.    vlt.;    1936—,    1   vol.,    off. 

34.  (RECORD  OF  COUNTY  ORDERS),    1843-4u.      In    (Road   Taxes    on   Unseated 
Lands),    entry  341» 

Orders    issued  by  county  commissioners,    sliov/ing  date,   warrant   no,,    name   of  payee, 
date,    purpose  and  amount. 

35.  RECOiRD  OF  ACCOUNT   OF  FOREST   FIRES,    1876-1909,      1  vol. 

Record   of  expenses    in  fighting  fires,    shov/ing  date  and   place   of  fire,    names    of 
fire  warden  and  fighters,    hours  worked,    amount   of  pay,    date  paid,   total   cost, 
and   signatures    of  commissioners   and   controller.      Arr.    alph.   by  name   of  munici- 
pality,   entries   made   chron.      Ho   index.      Hdv/.      405   pi^,    14  x   9  x  3.      Comms. 
bsmt.    vlt. 

36.  EXTINCTION  OF  FOREST   FIRES,    1900-1905.      28   papers   in   1   f.b. 

Bills  to  county  commissioners   for  fire   fighting   sen-ices   rendered  during   forest 
fires,    showing  date,    names   of  men,    number   of  hoiirs   of  ser\-ice,    rate   per  hour, 
total   due,    date    apcroved   and   signature    of   controller.      Arr.    chron.    by  date 
approved.      No   index.      Hdw.    and  typed   on  ptd.    fm.      10  x  5  x   14.      Comm.    bsmt. 
vlt. 

37.  LUZERNE  COUNTY  TO-VM.    KOONS,    SHERIFF    (Expense    /Vccount),    1847-49. 
31   sheets    in   1  bdl. 

Itemized   statement   of  amount   due   sheriff   for  care   of  prisoners,    selection  and 
payment   of  jurors,    cost   of  equipment   and   supplies,    travel   expenses,    and 
advertising,    shov.-ing  d:<te,    description   of  service,    amount   due  and   date   of 
settlement.      Arr.    chron.    by  date    of  str.tement.      No   index.      Hdw.    Condition 
fair.      8  X   13   X  \-.      Crarms.    bsmt.   vlt. 

''/"eterans 
(See   also   entries   404,    405) 

38.  SOLDIERS'    BURIAL   RECORD,    1885-1925.      5  vols.      Discontinued. 
Record   of  applications    for  burial   of  veterans   at  public   expense,    showing  do.te 
of  application,   veteran's   name,    address,    occup:.tion,    date  and  place   of  death, 
service   record,    signature   of  commissioners'    representative,    itemized   list   of 
funeral  costs,    names   of  v/itnesses   and   notary.      Arr.    chron.   by  date   of  entry. 
Indexed  alph.    by  name    of  deceased.     Hdw.      :\\rvr.    500  p"- .    14   x   9  x  2.      Comms. 
bsm.t.   vlt. 

39.  IViDOyrS'    BURIAL    RECORD,    1915-25.      1  vol,    discontinued. 

Record   of  applications   for  burial   of  widows    of   soldiers   at  public   expense, 
showing  name  and  address   of  widow,    name   of  husband,    date  and   place   of  his   death, 
burial  and   service    record,    itemized   statement  of  cost   of  widow's    funeral, 
signatures   of   representative  appointed  by  commissioners,   witnesses   and  notarial 
seal.      .''.rr.    chron.    by   date   of  entry.       Indexed   alph.    by  first   letter  of  surname 
of  deceased.      Hdw.      500   pp.    14  x   9  x   2.      Comms.    bsmt.    vlt. 
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40.  VETER^-.NS"  GRi'.VE  REGISTR..TION  RECORD,  1777—.   1  vol. 

Record  of  places  of  burial  in  Luzerne  County  of  veterans  of  all  vreirs,  shovrLng 
nano  and  loct-tion  of  conctery  or  burial  plot,  nai.ie  of  veteran,  date  of  birth 
and  death,  vrar  in  which  served,  ranlc,  branch  of  service,  regiricnt,  coripany, 
length  of  service,  location  of  grave,  and  description  of  headstone  or  narker, 
Arr,  alph.  by  nanc  of  cenetcry,  veterans'  nanes  thereunder  not  arr.   Indexed 
alph.  by  ner.ie  of  ccr.ctery  shovrLng  boro.  or  T.   Hdv/.  on  ptd,  fn.   496  pp. 
19  X  12-|  X  3.   Off. 

41.  MUSTER  ROLLS,  1349-54.   24  papers  in  1  bdl. 

Original  nuster  rolls  of  Black  Creek  Rifle  Conpany,  ;.bington  Volvmtcer  Rifle 
Conpany,  Benton  Rifle  Conpany,  Covington  Fencibles,  Jackson  Guards  and 
ConjTighan  Troop,  sent  by  captains  to  county  coinjiissioni^rs  for  certification, 
shovfing  the  nanus,  addresses,  and  rank  of  personnel,  and  signatures  of 
attestation.   Not  arr.   No  index.   Hdv/.   3  x  12  x  "I-.   Con-:s.  bsnt.  vlt< 

42.  (EKROLUffiKT  FOR  MILIT;J^Y  SERVICE),  1871-73.   2  vols. 

Record  of  enrollncnt  for  nilitary  service  of  able-bodied  nalo  citizens  21  to 
45  years  of  ago,  showing  nanes,  ages,  ad:iresscs,  enrollnent  no.,  v;hethcr  or  not 
cxci.;pt  fron  scxnfice.   .^rr.  alph.  by  nane  of  nunicipality,  entries  nade  alph.  by 
nano.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fr.i.  i.ver.  536  pp.  14  x  10  x  2.  Janitor's  bsnt« 
stm. 

43.  ST..TELENT  ;jiD  SCHEDULES  OF  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTIOH;-tRY  WJi, 
1821-29.   77  records  in  1  f.b. 

Applications  for  pension,  showing  nane,  residence  cind  age  of  applicant,  service 
record,  nane  of  coi.u landing  officer,  schedule  of  real  and  personal  property  and 
of  debts,  date  filed,  and  date  of  acknovdedgnent  vdth  signature  of  notary* 
;.rr.  chron.  by  dote  of  application.   No  index.   Hdw,   9^  x  4-^  x  13^,   Proth. 
bsnt.  vlt. 

Miscellaneous 

44.  APPEiVL  BOOK  (for  Free  Schooling),  1811-12,  1814-20,  1822-24. 
12  vols. 

Appeals  to  county  coi.missioners  by  tovniships  for  county  assistance  in  educotion 
of  poor  children,  shoidng  nanes  and  addresses  of  parents  or  guardians,  nanes  and 
ages  of  children.  ;vrr.  alph.  by  T.   No  index,   Hdv/.  ^'.ver.  30  pp.  8  x  6  x  -^. 
Conivs.  bsnt.  vlt. 

For  other  school  budget  records,  see  also  entries  452-455. 

45.  COHSIISSldllERS'  RECORD,  1910-15,  1935—.   1  vol.,  4  f.b.   Not  open 
to  public.  Title  varies:  Correspondence,  1910-15,  1  vol. 

Connissioners'  papers,  such  as  general  correspondence,  contracts,  nuiiicipal 
payrolls,  and.  tort  clains.  Arr.  alph.  by  nane  of  nunicipality.   No  indox. 
Hdw.   70  pp.  12  X  10  X  -|;  f.b.,  12  x  24  x  18.   1910-15,  1  vol.,  coi.vrvs.  bsnt. 
vlt.;  1935—,  4  f.b.,  eng.  off. 


(Next  entry  46,  p.  60) 


II.   SOLICITOR 


The  "board  of  oouiity  cor.Tnissioncrs  has  the  poivcr  to  sue  and  bo  sued  on 
behalf  of  the  county  (l)  (sec  Board  of  County  Corxiissioners) .  To  assist  then 
in  this  phase  of  their  duties,  thoy  nay  appoint  a  county  solicitor,  v^o  r.iust  bo 
an  attorney-at-la\v,  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  Conrioni'vealth  (2). 
Luzerne  County  has  had  a  solicitor  since  1895.  The  solicitor  holds  office 
during  the  teni  of  the  county  cormissionors  and  is  rcnovablc  at  their  dis- 
cretion (3). 

The  nost  inportant  duty  of  the  solicitor  is  to  advise  the  county  cor.ii.iis- 
sionors  regarding  "the  pox/ers  and  duties  of  their  office*  Ho  also  prosecutes 
suits  brought  by  the  county  coiir.iissionors  on  behalf  of  the  county,  defends  all 
suits  brought  against  the  county,  and  porfonis  every  professional  act  incident 
to  the  office  which  nay  be  required  of  hiri  by  the  county  coni.iissioners  (4). 

The  solicitor  is  paid  a  salary  by  the  county,  but  is  not  provided  ivith  an 
office  or  supplies.  There  is  no  legislative  provision  for  the  keeping  of 
records  by  the  solicitor  and  none  are  kept  by  hii.i. 


1-  1834  PL  537  s  5.   2-  1895  PL  101  s  1  rep.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051,  but  reen. 

in  s  151.  3-  1895  PL  101  s  1  an.  1903  PL  11  s  1  r^p.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051,  but 

reen.  in  s  151.   4-  1895  PL  101  s  3  rep.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051,  but  reen.  in 
s  152. 


(Llext  .ntry  46,  t-  60) 


III.   RECORDER  OF  DEEDS 


The  founr'ers  of  Fcnnsylvania  recognizinj  the  im,  ortance  and  necessity  of 
recording  deeds,  adopted  a  provision  at  the  first  nc  ,tinf  .^f  the  lejjislaturo  at 
Chester  in  1682  ^rovidin^-.  for  the  enrollment  of  deeds,  grants,  and  cjnveyances 
in  a  public  enrollment  office.   Only  one  office  for  the  rec  )rdin£,  of  deeds  was 
set  up,  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  entire  state  (l).   In  1715  lef:islation  v/as 
passed  requiring;  each  county  in  the  Comaon'.'X'alth  to  maintain  an  office  for  the 
recording  of  all  deeds,  mort,;a|:;es,  end  conveyances  of  land  (2),   The  term  of 
office  of  the  recorder  vms   fixed  at  three  years  under  the  Constitution  of  1776 
and  it  remained  the  sane  until  the  emendnient  tj  the  present  constitution  in  1909 
when  the  tenure  v;as  increased  to  four  years  (3). 

The  office  ^f  ruc.irder  was  combine:'  ^vith  that  jf  re,:ister  of  vdlls  at  the 
time  Luzerne  County  was  set  up-.   This  corabination  of  offices  v.t.s  confirmed  by 
the  act  of  1839  (4).   Pursuant  to  the  act  of  1853,  the  offices  of  recorder  of 
deeds  and  re^-ister  of  ivills  were  separated  (5),   U,  on  assumj^tion  of  his  duties 
the  recorder  of  deeds  must  five  a   bond  (6),  and  take  an  oath  of  office  (7).   The 
recorder  of  deeds  receives  his  snlary,  office  space,  and  supplies  from  the 
county.   His  office  is  on  the  second  floor  of  the  courthouse. 

Recordinf"  of  Deeds  and  MortKa^es 

The  main  duty  3f  the  recorder  .if   deeds,  as  his  title  indicates,  is  thu  pre- 
servation of  recjrds  relating  to  real  property  v/lthin  the  county.   The  recorder 
must  record  all  ■■''eeds  when  they  are  duly  executed  and  acknjvrled^jed  (8),  certify 
his  seal  on  the  back  and  note  the  place  where  the  instrument  is  recorded  (9). 

He  must  also  record  mortgaj^es  (10)  and  enter  on  the  margin  all  satisfactions 
(11),  assignments  (12),  releases  (13),  and  postponements  of  the  lien  of  mortgaj^es 
(14);  mortf;af^es  on  minerals  (15),  or  on  rentals  or  royalties  thereof  (16);  mort- 
gages on  farr.i  equipment  for  funds  borrowed  from  federal  a^;encies  in  a  chattel 
mortgage  book  (17). 


1-  Thomas  Ser^^.eant,  A  View  of  the  Land  Law  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  1838, 
pp.  230,  231.   2-  1715,  1  Sm  L  94  s  1;  1777,  1  Sm  L  443.   John  H.  Martin,  Bench 
and  Bar  of  Philadelphia.  Philadelphia,  1883,  -r^.,    104,  105.   For  a  review  of  the 
early  Pennsylvania  recording  acts  see  Sergeant,  o;,.  cit..  p.  230  et  seq.   3-  Const, 
1776  s  34;  Cjnst . ,  Art.  XIV  s  2  as  an.  1909.   4-" 1839  PL  559  s  1."  5-  1853  PL  698 
s  2;  1929  PL  1278  s  221,  222;  1933  PL  950  s  1.   6-  1929  PL  1278  s  234.   7-  Const.. 
Art.  VII  s  1.   1777,  1  Sm  L  443  s  3;  1917  PI  415  s  1  (a);  1929  PL  1278  s  53.   8- 
1715,  1  Sm  L  94  s  2;  1775,  1  Sm  L  422  s  2;  1893  PL  108  s  2;  1921  PL  649  s  1.   9- 
1715,  1  Sm  L  94  s  3.   10-  Ibid.,  s  8.   11-  1856  PL  304  s  1.   12-  1876  PL  18  s  1. 
13-  1933  PL  810  No.  128  s  1.   14-  1927  PL  409  Ko.  267  s  1;  1929  PL  870  s  1.   15- 
1887  PL  73  s  3.   16-  1889  PL  197  s  2.   17-  1933  PL  6  s  2  am.  1935  PL  38  s  2. 
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Recorder  of  Deeds  (Next  entry  45,  p.  60) 

The  Recorder  L.ust  keep  a  separate  daily  record  of  ^.11  luortgajes  or  articles 
of  agreement  securing  the  payment  oi  money  which  are  recorded,  assigned,  or  satis- 
fied (18)  and  certify  the  same  monthly  to  the  board  for  the  assessment  and  revi- 
sion of  taxes,  giving  the  correct  addresses  ol  the  holders  of  the  mortgages  or 
articles  of  agreement  (19).  He  records  all  letters  of  attorney  (20)  and  has  the 
pov/er  to  take  acknov/ledgment  of  any  writing  under  seal  (21) ,  and  keeps  a  record 
of  every  instrument  brought  into  his  office  (22) • 

The  recorder  must  Keep  direct  and  ad  sectam  indexes  to  all  deeds  and  mort- 
gages recorded  with  him  (23)  .  All  sheriff,  coroner,  and  tax  deeds  are  recorded 
in  these  indexes  (24). 

Before  recording  any  transfer  of  realty  the  recorder  must  obtain  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  grantee's  residence,  which  he  forwj^rds  to  the  board  for  the  assess- 
ttjent  and  revision  of  taxes  (25).  He  must  record  receipts  for  t^xes  on  unseated 
lands  (26),  receipts  for  money  paid  for  the  redemption  of  unseated  lands  (27) j 
satisfaction  of  liens  for  purchase  money  due  the  Comruonwealth,  in  the  Deed  Book 
(28). 

The  recorder  must  Keep  a  separate  daily  record  of  every  conveyance  of  land, 
and  file  it  monthly  with  the  board  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes  (29). 

Like  other  county  officials,  the  recorder  is  required  to  Keep  records  of  the 
business  of  his  office.  He  ruust  Keep  an  account  of  all  fees  received  by  him  or 
any  person  employed  in  his  office  (30),  v/;-iich  account  is  scrutinized  by  the  con- 
troller irom  time  to  time  (see  Controller).   He  must  maKe  a  monthly  return  and 
pay  into  the  State  Treasury  through  the  Department  of  Revenue  all  moneys  received 
for  the  use  of  the  Commonv/ealth  (31). 

Mis cellaneous  Duties 

The  recorder  is  an  agent  oi  the  Coiauonwealth  in  tne  collection  of  taxes  on 
deeds,  mortgages,  and  counissions .   He  makes  his  returns  to  the  Department  of 
Revenue  and  pays  the  amounts  colj.ected  into  the  State  Treasury  (32).   He  must 
also  make  j.  iLonthly  return  to  the  Stc^te  Department  of  Revenue  consisting  of  a 
daily  record  of  every  mortgage  or  article  of  agreement,  given  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  money,  entered  in  his  ofiice  for  recording  (33).   This  is  to  aid  the 
Conxionwealth  in  collecting  tiie  four  mills  state  tax  on  personal  property. 


18-  1913  PL  507  s  7.   19-  189.  PL  41  s  1,  2,  l-i^lS  PL  507  s  7 .   20-  1885  PL  55 
s  1.   21-  1840  PL  410  s  7,  1859  PL  383  s  1.  22-  1775,  1  Sm  L  422  s  6.   23-  1827 
PL  154  s  5,  1875  ?L  -iZ   s  Ij  1905  PL  265  s  6.   24-  1919  PL  150  s  1.   25-  1913  ?l 
507  s  7j  1929  PL  620  s  1.   26-  1647  PL  279  s  1.  27-  1850  PL  569  s  33.   2d-  1816 
PL  9,  5  Sm  L  309  s  5.   29-  1933  PL  853  s  407  (tt)  .   30-  1068  PL  3  s  8  par,  7;  1901 
PL  175  si.  3y  1810,  5  Sm  L  105  these  accounts  had  to  be  forwarded  to  the  audi- 
tor General.  This  act  was  rep.  as  to  the  counties  v/ith  a  population  of  150,000  or 
over  by  1875  PL  13.   31-  1893  PL  125  s  Ij  i&29  PL  343  s  901,  1931  PL  alS   s  1. 
32-  1830  PL  272  s  7,8,  1929  PL  343  s  613.   33-  1935  PL  414  s  11. 


Recorder  of  Deeds  (next  entry  46,  p.  60) 

He  must  record  data  relating  to  certain  orphans  court  decrees  (34),  and  to 
limited  partnerships,  associations,  or  joint  stock  companies  (55).   Ke  certifies 
the  latter  to  the  Auditor  General  (36). 

He  records  deeds  of  sheriffs,  marshals,  and  treasurers  or  deeds  made  in  pur- 
suance of  a  decree  of  court  (37);  sheriff's  deeds  to  unseated  lands  conveyed  in 
partition  proceedings  (38.);  flood  control  plans  (39);  certificates  of  bankruptcy 
(40);  assignments  of  property  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  (41);  deeds  of  trust 
(42);  decrees  in  proceedings  to  discharge  encumbrances  due  and  \mclaimed  for 
twenty-one  years  (43);  municipal  ordinances  for  the  vacation  of  streets,  lanes, 
and  alleys  (44);  patents  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  (45);  releases  of  legacios, 
dowers  or  recognizances -executed  outside  of  the  state  (4b);  all  written  instru- 
ments which  a  married  woman  may  execute  without  the  Joinder  of  her  husband  (47); 
final  discharges  of  officers,  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  (48);  foreigners' 
oaths  of  allegianc'e  (49);  plans  for  all  sub-divisions  of  any  piece  of  land  (50). 

Although  every  notary  upon  leaving  offics  is  required  to  deposit  his  regis- 
ter and  all,  public  papers  in  his  possession  with  the  recorder  of  deeds  (51), 
this  practice  is  not  followed.   Justices  of  the  peace  and  aldermen  are  sworn  in 
(52),  and  their  bonds  recorded  by  him,  though  no  provision  is  made  as  to  place 
of  filing  (53).   So  also  must  the  bonds  (54)  and  recognizances  (55)  of  sheriffs, 
coronersj. treasurers  (66),  registers  of  v/ills  (57), and  commissions  of  county 
officers  received  from  the  governor  (58),  be  recorded  with  him.  All  fees  due 
the  Commonwealth  on  commissions  and  bonds  forwarded  through  the  office  of  the 
recorder,  arc  collected  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  (59),   His  records 
are  open  to  public  inspection  and  are  transferred  to  his  successor  (60). 


34-  1828  PL  490  s  1;  1917  PL  403  s  23  (o) ;  1917  PL  429  s  17  (b) ;  1917  PL  447 
s  6  (f),  12  (y),  32.  (a-);  1929  PL  648  s  2.   35-  1881  PL  89  s  2;  1337  PL  365  s  2; 
1917  PL  55  s  2;  1921  PL  682  s  322,  354;  1929  PL  782  s  1;  1933  PL  239  s  208,  316, 
708,  906  am.  1935  PL  1130  s  1;  1935  PL  1139  s  2.   36-  1895  PL  230  s  1.   57-  1846 
PL  124  s  1.   38-  1306  PL  572,  4  Sm  L  355  s  2.   39-  1936  PL  106  s  4 ,  6  am.  and 
reen.  1937  PL  45  further  am.  1937  PL  2458  s  4.   40-  1907  PL  159  s  1,  2.  41-  1855 
PL  415  s  1;  1818  PL  285,  7  Sm  L  131  s  5  rep.  1901  PL  404  s  42  but  its  text  has 
been  retained  by  virtue  of  decisions  to  the  effect  that  the  act  of  1901  was  sus- 
pended by  the  Federal ■ Bankruptcy  Act,  passed  1898,  XXX  St.  at  L.  544  chap.  541;  sc 
Lavery  vs.  Beatty,  .28  Dist.  612  (1919);  also  Hoover  vs  Ober,  42  Pa  Super.  Ct. 
308  (1909).   42-  1854  PL  603  s  1.   43-  1895  PL  44  s  1  rop.  as  to  orphans'  court 
1917  PL  447  s  63.   44-  1907  PL  223  No.  171  s  1.   45-  1846  PL  124  s  1.   46-  1866 
PL  1085. s  1.  -47-  1397  PL  83  s  1.   48-  1868  PL  73  s  l/  1913  PL  81  s  1;  1919  PL 
364.  s  1.   49-  1789,  XIII  St.  at  L.  222  s  5.  50-  1895  PL  124  s  1;  1899  PL  123  s 
1.   51-17^1,  3  Sm  L  .6  s  6;  1840  PL  334;  2.  52-  1877  PL  12  s  4.   53-  1840  PL 
294  s  4.   54-  1791,  3  Sm  L  8  s  1.   55-  1854  PL  537  s  74  rep.   1929  PL  1278  s  1051 
but  reen.  in  s  212.   56-  1834  PL  537  s  32,  34,  55  rep.  1929  -^L  1278  r  1051  but 
rc^cn.  in  s  145.   67-  1917  PL  415  s  1  (b)  (2).   53-  1834  PL  537  s  7£  rep.  1929 
PL  1278  s  1051-  but  retn.  in  s  55.   59-  1923  PL  635  s  2i  60-  1777,  1  Sm  L  443  s 
5;  1929  PL  1278  s  58. 


RecDrc'er  of  Deeds  -  Conveyances  (^-S-Ei) 

46.  RECORDER'S  FILE  BOOK,  1885—.   25  vols.  (1-25). 

Record  jf  all  instrunents  presented  for  rcc  srdin,''-,  such  as  deeds,  inortj:;agos, 
powers  of  attorney,  assi^^nnonts,  and  quitclaims,  showinr  date,  Icind  and  no.  of 
instrument,  names  of  parties,  name  and  location  of  record  book  with  vol.  and  p» 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   N  ;  index.   Hdv/-.   Aver.  500  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.   Off. 

C  Dnvcyances 

47.  DEED  BOOK,  1787—.   758  vols.  (1-758). 

Record  of  all  deeds,  showin,-  names  and  addresses  if   frant^r,  f^rantee,  and  v;itness- 
es,  description  of  property  conveyed,  feus  paid,  dates  jf  transaction  and  record- 
in,^.   Also  contains:  CDmnissions,  1767-1675,  entry  71;  Pjwer  of  Attorney  Doc!cet, 
1767-1833,  entry  66;  Sheriff's  Deed  Book,  July  1903  —  ,  entry  111.   Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  recording;.   For  indexes,  see  entries  48-51;  for  special  indexes  tD  Commis- 
sions, see  entry  72,  and  to  Tower  of  Attorney,  entry  69.   Hdw. ,  1767-1900,  vols. 
1-393;  typed  on  ptd.  fra. ,  1901—,  vols.  394-753.   Aver.  600  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.   Off. 

48.  INDEX  TO  DEEDS,  GR.:NTJRS,  17b7— .   59  vols.  (1767-1907,  18  vols., 
A-Z,  No.  1;  1907-24,  21  vols.,  A-Z,  No.  2;  1925—,  20  vols., 
A-Z,  No.  3.  A-Z  labelin;;:  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet)  and 

90  trsb.  vols,  entitled  Index  to  Deed  Books,  Grantors,  1787-1907. 
Index  to  Deed  Bjoks,  showing  names  of  (grantor  and  grantee,  dates  of  deed  and  re- 
cording, location  of  property,  and  vdI.  and  p.   Arr.  alph,  by  first  letter  of 
surname  of  grantor,  entries  made  chron.   Sub-indexed  by  first  2  letters  of  sur- 
name of  grantor.   Hdv/.  and  typed.   Aver.  350  pp.  20  x  12  x  3,   50  trsb.  vols., 
1767-1875,  CO.  prison  bsmt.  vlt.;  40  trsb.  vols.,  1767-1907,  and  1787— j,  59  vols., 
off. 

49.  INDEX  TO  DEEDS,  GRINTEES,  1787—.   56  vols.  (1787-1907,  14  vols., 
A-Zj.  Wo.  1;  1907-24,  20  vols.,  A-Z,  No.  2;  1925—,  22  vjIs.,  A-Z, 
No.  3.  A-Z  labelinp  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet)  and  97  trsb. 
vols,  entitled  Deed  Biok  Index,  1787-1573,  8  vols.,  and  Index  to 
Deed  Books,  Grantees,  1767-1907,  89  vols. 

Index  to  Deed  Books,  showing  names  of  (;;rantees  and  grantors,  dates  of  deed  and 
recording,  location  of  property,  vol.  and  p.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  sur- 
name of  grantee,  entries  made  chron.   Sub-indexed  by  first  2  letters  of  surname 
of  grantee.   Hdw.  and  typed.   Aver.  350  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.   8  trsb.  vols,,  1787- 
1873,  janitor's  bsmt.  strm. ;  50  trsb.  vols.,  1767-1875,  cj.  prison  bsmt.  vlt.; 
39  trsb.  vols.,  1767-1907,  and  1767—,  56  vols.,  off. 

50.  INDEX  TO  DEEDS,  CORFOR,\TI0KS  AND  FIFfcS,  GRiNTORS,  1757—. 

6  vols.  (1787-1907,  A-0,  No.  1  and  F-Z,  No.  1;  1907-24,  A-0, 
No.  2  and  P-Z,  No.  2;  1925—,  A-0,  No.  3  and  F-Z,  No.  3) 
Index  to  Deed  Books  by  names  of  grantor  corporations  or  firms,  showing  name  of 
corporation,  grantee,  dates  of  deed  aiid  recording,  location  of  property,  vol.  and 
p.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  name  of  corporation,  entries  made  chron.   Sub- 
indexed  by  first  2  letters  of  name  of  corp)ration  or  firm.   Hdw.  and  typed.   Aver. 
350  pp.  20  X  12  X  3.   Off. 

51.  INDEX  TO  DEEDS,  CORPORATIONS  .."D  FIK^SS,  GRi'JJTEES,  17o7— . 

3  vols.  (1767-1907,  A-Z,  No.  1;  1907-24,  A-Z,  No.  2;  1925— » 
A-Z,  No.  3) 
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Recorder  of  Deeds  -  Encumbrances  (52-56) 

Index  to  Deed  Books  by  names  of  grantee  corporations  or  firms,  showing  name  of 
corporation,  grantor,  dates  of  deed  and  recording,  location  of  property,  vol. 
and  p.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  name  of  corporation,  entries  made  chron. 
Sub-indexed  by  first  2  letters  of  name  of  corporation  or  firm,  Hdw.  and  typed. 
Aver.  350  pp.  20  x  12  x  3,  Off. 

52.  DEEDS,  1787--.   8,800  papers  in  44  f.b.  (A-Z ,  by  contained 
letters  of  alphabet) . 

Original  papers  presented  to  be  recorded  other  than  those  pertaining  to  mort- 
gages and  never  lifted,  showing  date  and  character  of  instrument,  names  of  parties, 
date  recorded,  amount  of  fee,  and  signature  of  recorder.  Arr.  alph,  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  grantee.  No  index.  Hdw,  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm,  10  x  5  x  13. 
Off, 

Encumbrances 

53.  MORTGAGE  BOOK,  1788—.   379  vols,  (1-379). 

Record  of  all  realty  and  chattel  mortgages  and  the  assignment,  extension,  and 
release  of  mortgages,  showing  no.  and  date  of  mortgage  and  recording,  names  and 
addresses  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  description  of  property,  amoun-cs,  fees  paid, 
and  attestation.  Arr.  chron.   by  date  of  recording.   For  indexes,  see  entries 
54-60.   Hdw.,  1788-1899,  vols.  1-136;  typed,  1900—,  vols.  137-379.  Aver.  600  pp. 
20  X  12  X  3.  Off. 

54.  INDEX  TO  MORTGAGES,  MORTGAGORS'  (Individual),  1788—.   42  vols, 
(dated  and  labeled  A-Z  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet)  and 

22  trsb.  vols.,  1788-1913. 
Index  to  Mortgage  Book,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  vol,  and  p., 
dates  of  mortgage  and  recording,  location  of  property,  and  if  satisfied.  Arr. 
alph,  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  mortgagor,  entries  made  chron.  Hdw.  and 
typed  on  ptd.  fm. ,  1925—,  20  vols.   Aver,  400  pp,  20  x  12  x  3.   1733-1875,  4 
trsb.  vols.,  CO.  prison  bsmt.  vlt.;  1738-1915,  13  trsb.  vols,  and  1733 — ,  42 
vols.,  off. 

55.  INDEX  TO  MORTGAGES,  MORTGAGEES  (individual),  1788—.   31  vols, 
(dated  and  labeled  A-Z  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet)  and 
11  trsb.  vols.,  1788-1913. 

Index  to  Mortgage  Book,  showing  names  of  mortgagee  and  mortgagor,  vol.  and  p., 
dates  of  mortgage  and  recording,  location  of  property,  and  if  satisfied.  Arr. 
alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  mortgagee,  entries  made  chron.  Hdw.  and 
typed  on  ptd.  fm. ,  1788-1924,  17  vols.,  hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.   1925—,  14  vols.  Aver. 
400  pp.  20  X  12  X  3.   1788-1875,  3  trsb.  vols.,  co.  prison  bsmt.  vlt.;  1788-1913, 
8  trsb.  vols,  and  1788—,  31  vols.,  off. 

56.  INDEX  TO  MORTGAGES,  MORTGAGORS,  CORPORATIONS  AND  FIRMS,  1788—. 
2  vols.  (1788-1924,  A-Z,  No.  1;  1925—,  A-Z,  No.  2). 

Index  to  Mortgage  Book,  showing  names  of  mortgager  corporation  or  firm  and 
mortgagee,  vol.  and  p.,  dates  of  mortgage  and  recording,  location  of  property, 
and  if  satisfied,  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  name  of  corporation  or  firm, 
entries  made  chron.   Typed  and  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. ,  1788-1924;  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. , 
1925—.  Aver,  400  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.  Off. 


Recorder  of  Deeds  -  fiLprp-irntions  (57-63) 

57.  INDEX  TO  MORTGAGES,  MORTGAGEES,  CORPORATIONS  AFD  FIRVS,  1788--. 
3  vols.  (1788-1924,  A-Z ,  No.  1;  1925—,  A-0,  No.  2,  P-Z,  No,  2) 

Index  to  Mortgage  Book,  showing  names  of  mortgagee  corporation  or  firm  and 
mortgagor,  vol.  and  p.,  dates  of  mortgage  and  recording,  location  of  property, 
and  if  satisfied.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  name  of  corporation  or  firm, 
entries  made  chron*   Typed  and  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. ,  1788-1924;  hdw.  on  ptd.  fra. , 
1925—.   Aver.  400  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.   Off. 

58.  INDEX  TO  MORTGAGES,  MORTGAGEES,  PANKS  A''D  TRUST  COMPANIES, 
1832—.   3  vols.  (1832-1924,  A-Z,  Mo.  1;  1925--,  A-O,  No.  2  and 
P-Z,  No.  2). 

Index  to  Mortgage  Book,  showing  names  of  mortgagee  banks  and  trust  companies 
and  mortgagor,  vol.  and  p.,  dates  of  mort;;age  and  recording,  location  of  property, 
and  if  satisfied,   ^irr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  name  of  bank  or  trust  company, 
entries  made  chron.   r'dw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  400  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.  Off. 

59.  INDEX  TO  ASS IGMvIENTS,  EXTENSIONS,  RELEASES,  ETC.  -  TO  MiOM, 
1925 — .   4  vols.  (A-Z  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 

Index  to  the  assignment,  extension,  and  release  of  mortgages  recorded  in  Mortgage 
Book,  showing  names  of  assignee  and  assignor,  date  of  record,  kind  of  instrument, 
and  vol.  and  p.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  assignee,  entries  made 
chron.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  350  pp.   18  x  15  x  3.   Off. 

60.  INDEX  TO  .'iSSIGmrEOTS,  EXTENSIONS,  RELEASES,  ETC.  -  B:"  FTOM, 
1925 — .   4  vols.  (A-Z  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 

Index  to  the  assignment,  extension,  and  release  of  mortgages  recorded  in  Mortgage 
Book,  showing  names  of  assignor  and  assignee,  date  of  record,  kind  of  instrument, 
and  vol.  and  p.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  assignor,  entries  made 
chron.   Hdw.  on   ptd.  fm.   Aver.  350  pp.   18  x  15  x  3.   Off. 

61.  MORTGAGES,  1787—.   5,600  papers  in  28  f.b.  (A-Z  by  contained 
letters  of  alphabet). 

Original  papers  pertaining  to  mortgages  presented  for  recording  end  never  lifted, 
showing  date  and  character  of  instrument,  signatures  of  parties,  date  recorded, 
amount  of  fee,  and  signature  of  recorder.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  grantee.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13.   Off. 

62.  STATE  LIENS,  1805-39.   2  vols. 

Transcript  of  bill  of  sale  for  lands  sold  by  state  to  settlors,  showing  date, 
names  of  purchaser  and  secretary  3f  State  Land  Office,  location  and  description 
of  property,  purchase  price,  terms  of  agreement,  amount  of  annual  payment, 
clause  stating  land  is  subject  to  a  lien  of  the  state  until  purchase  price  is 
paid  in  full,  and  date  transcribed.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  transcription. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  purchaser,  index  being  placed  in  cover  pocket.   Hdw. 
Aver.  400  pp.  10  x  15  x  2.   Off. 

For  other  records  of  liens  due  the  Commonwealth  see  entries  87, -88. 

Corporations 

63.  CHARTER  BOOK,  1874--.   13  vols.  (1-13). 

Transcripts  of  charters  granted  to  corporations,  associations  and  fraternal 
organizations,  showing  names  of  prrtics  applying  for  charter,  purpose  and  location 


Recorder  of  Deeds  -  Real  Estate  Plans;  (64-69) 

Contracts 

of  organization,  conditions  and  terms  londer  Vifhich  organized,  names  and  addresses 
of  subscribers  and  officers,  date  of  affidavit,  names  of  witnesses  and  notarial 
seal,  also  approval  of  charter  by  Governor,  showing  names  of  Governor  and  Secre- 
tary of  Commonwealth,  date,  vol.,  and  p.  where  recorded  in  charter  book  by  Secre- 
tary of  Commonwealth,  ana  date  of  recording  in  Luzerne  County.  Arr,  chron.  by 
date  of  granting  charter.  Hdw.,  1874-1902,  vols,  1-5;  typed,  1902 — ,  vols.  6-13, 
Aver,  600  pp.  20  x  12  x  3,   Off. 

64.  GMSRAL  INDEX  TO  CHARTERS,  1874—.   1  vol. 

Alphabetical  index  to  Charter  Book,  showing  name  of  corporation  or  association, 
vol.  and  p.,  and  date  granted.   Hdw.  474  pp.  10  x  15  x  2.   Off. 

65.  MANUFACTURING  COI;IPANY,  1354-94.   1  vol.   Discontinued  as  county 
record;  subsequent  records  kept  by  Secretary  of  Commonwealth. 

Transcripts  of  certificates  issued  to  manirCacturing  companies,  showing  names  of 
parties  forming  company,  name,  kind,  and  purpose  of  company,  financial  structure, 
number  and  value  of  shares,  amount  of  stock,  names  of  subscribers,  location  of 
company's  main  office,  names  of  oificers  and  date  of  affidavit;  also  approval 
by  Attorney  General  of  Pennsylvania,  giving  date  approved,  name  of  Attorney 
General,  and  date  recorded,  Arr,  chron.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph,  by 
name  of  manufacturer,  Hdw,   500  pp.  10  x  15  x  2.   Off. 

Real  Estate  Plans 
(See  also  entries  506-508) 

66.  MAP  BOOK,  1895—,   3  vols.  (1-3). 

Draft  and  survey  of  lots  recorded  in  Luzerne  County,  showing  name-  of  owner, 
township,  borouph  or  division,  description,  location  and  boundaries  of  property, 
lot  nos.,  scale  of  map,  name  of  engineer  compiling  original  map,  date  of  record- 
ing, initials  of  recorder  of  deeds  and  drr.ftsm.an,  and  date  drafted.   Not  arr. 
Hand-drnvm  and  lettered.   Aver.  400  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.   Off. 

67.  INDEX  TO  MAP  BOOK,  1395—.   1  vol. 

Index  to  Map  Book,  showing  n"-mo  of  owner,  vol.  and  p.,  lot  no.,  location  of 

property  by  division,  tovmship  or  borough,  and  sometimes  the  date  of  recording  of 
deed.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  owner.   No  index.   Hdv;.  on  ptd.  fm.  150  ap.  20  x  12 
X  3.   Off. 

Contracts 

68.  POV/ER  OF  ATTORNEY  DOCKET,  1839  —  ,   29  vols.  (1-29),   1787-1838 
in  Deed  Book,  entry  47, 

Transcripts  of  power  of  attorney,  shov/ing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  date  and 
reason  granted,  notarial  seal,  and  date  of  recording.   Arr,  chron.  by  date  re- 
corded.  Hdw,,  1839-99,  vols.  1-12;  typed,  1900--,  vols.  12-29.   Aver.  450  pp. 
20  X  12  X  3.   Off. 

69.  GET^IER.'^.L  INDEX  TO  POWER  OF  ATTOILJEY,  1787--.   10  vols.  (A-Z  by 
contained  letters  of  alphabet"*  , 

Index  to  powers  of  a' torney  recorded  in  Power  of  Attorney  Docket  and  prior  to 

1839  in  Deed  Book,  entry  47,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  date,  vol., 

and  p.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  party,  entries  made  chron. 
Typed,  Aver,  454  pp.  10  x  15  x  2,   Off. 


Recorder    Df  Deods    -    O^ths    oncl   C  ^rrdssi  tis  ;  (70'74) 

jicc  junts 

70.  LIMITED  P..RTFERSHIPS,  1840—.   2  v^ls. 

Rtcjrd  .if  the  certification  of  limited  partnerships ,  shovdng  date-  )f  organizc.tion 
names  of  parties,  type  of  business,  financial  structure,  date  of  termination  of 
agreement,  names  and  addresses  of  stockholders,  numbi^r  Df  shares  and  price  pai^d 
by  each,  signatures  of  parties  and  notarial  seal,   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  record 
Indexed  -Iph.  bynames  of  partners,  'ddvr.  ,    1840-1908;  typed,  1909—.   Aver.  500 
pp.  12  X  10  X  2.   Off. 

Oaths  and  Commissions 
(See  also  entries  118,  170-175,  389) 

71.  com;;'. ISS IONS,  1876—.   26  vols.  (1-23,  25-27,  vol.  24  never  used). 
Title  varies:  Commissions,  Notary  Public,  1897--,  7  vols.  (6, 

14,  17,  18,  23,  26,  27);  Commissions,  Justice  )f  the  Peace,  1912- 
30,  1  V3l.  (15);  Commissions,  Justice  jf  the  Peace  and  Aldermen, 
1931",  1  vol.  (25);  Police  Commissions,  1921  —  ,  3  vols.  (19-21). 
1787-1875  in  D^ed  Book,  entry  47. 
Transcript  of  commissions,  bonds,  and  ^"ths  )f  office  of  public  ^fficals. 
Commissions  show  date,  name  and  address  of  official,  name  and  tt,nure  of  office, 
and  names  of  Secretary  and  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth;  bonds  show  names  and 
addresses  of  official  and  surety,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  conditions  of  obli- 
gation, affidavit  and  acknowledgment  of  sureties;  oaths  of  office  show  name  of 
official,  oath,  date  svrorn,  signature  of  recorder,  and  date  recorded.   ;.rr. 
chron.  by  date  of  commission.   Hdw. ,  1876-99,  vols.  1-4;  hdw.  and  typed,  1898- 
1911,  vols.  5-7;  typed,  1900—,  v^ls.  8-27.   Aver.  500  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.   Off. 

72.  INDEX  TO  COI'.ciSS IONS,  BONDS,  ETC.,  1787—.   4  vols. 
(A-E,  F-K,  L-E,  S-Z). 

Alphabetical  index  to  commissions  recorded  in  Commissions  and  prior  to  1876 
in  Deed  Book,  entry  47,  showing  name  of  -.fficial,  vol.  an'^  p.,  and  date  of  re- 
cording.  Typed  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  640  pp.  10  x  15  x  3.   Off. 

73.  C0I'.&;iS;3I0NS,  1911—.   400  papers  in  4  f.  d.  (dated). 

Commissions  of  notaries  public  and  justices  of  the  peace  presented  for  recording 
and  never  lifted,  showing  name  of  principal,  date  commissioned,  signatures  of 
Governor,  Secretary  of  Commonwealth,  date  recorded,  vol.  anc\   p.,  amount  of  fee, 
and  signature  of  recorder.   Not  arr.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm. 
5  X  20  X  14.   Off. 

Ace  ounts 
(See  also  entry  417) 

74.  RECORDER'S  PilE  BOOK,  1878  —  .   26  v  Js. 

Daily  record  and  monthly  statement  of  fees  received,  showing  date  paid,  name 
of  payer,  paper  no.  (beginning  at  1  each  month),  service  rendered  if  other  than 
recording,  amounts  of  fVe  and  state  tax,  and  total  amount.   Monthly  statement 
shows  fees  due  county  and  state,  ^'ud.   amount  due  from  county  to  recorder.   Arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  450  pp.  20  x  12  x  3. 
Off. 
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IV.  PROTHCNOT-^y  OF  TH2  COUnT  OF  COivI-Ow  PLEAS 

The  tern,  prothonotary  appears  tor  the  first  time  in  Pennsylvania  in  G-overnor 
SvcLns '  Ordinance  issued  in  1707,  when  the  court  of  coajnon  pXeas  \ius   first  estab- 
lished as  a  separate  court,  havj.ng  in  civil  chatters  practically  the  saiLe  jurisdic- 
tion as  the  former  county  courts.  At  that  time  the  term  prothonotary  was  used 
interchangeably  v/ith  that  ox  cleric  of  courts  (1) .  V/ith  the  development  of  the 
judicial  system  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  comiiion  pleas  became  Known  as  the  pro- 
thonotary as  distinguished  from  the  clerk  of  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions  and 
oyer  and  terminer,  though  both  offices  were  usually  filled  by  tne  smue   man  (2) 
(see  Clerk  of  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  and  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  Governmental 
Organization  and  Records  System). 

When  Luzerne  County  was  set  up  in  1786,  Timothy  PicKering  acted  as  prothono- 
tary, clerK  of  courts,  register  of  wills,  and  recorder  of  deeds  (3).  By   the  -ict 
of  1839,  the  office  of  prothonotary  and  that  of  clerK  of  the  courts  of  quarter 
sessions  and  oyer  and  temdner  and  clerK  of  the  orphans'  court  v/ere  still  com- 
bined, but  separated  from  the  of i ices  of  register  of  wills  and  recorder  of  deeds 
(4).   The  office  of  prothonotary  was  entirely  separated  from  the  otiier  offices  by 
the  .Vet  of  1849  (5). 

The  protnonotary  serves  for  a  term  of  lour  years  (6)  and  oefore  assuming 
his  duties,  he  must  give  a  bond  (7)  and  take  an  oath  of  office  (8).   The  pro- 
thonotary is  paid  a  salary,  and  furnished  with  an  oifice  and  all  supjiies  by 
the  county.   His  office  is  on  the  second  floor  of  the  courtiiouse. 

Although  tne  duties  of  the  prothonotary  were  first  prescribed  in  1715  ('^), 
by  the  Act  of  1634  (10)  he  was  given  the  following  powers^  (a)  to  sign  and  affix 
the  seal  of  the  court  of  comnion  pleas  to  cill  processes,  (b)  to  take  bu.il  in  civil 
actions,  (c)  to  enter  judgments  upon  the  confession  of  defendants,  (d)  to  sign 
all  judgments i  (e)  to  taice  acKnov/iedgments  of  satisfaction  of  judgments  or  decrees 
entered  on  the  record,  (f)  to  administer  oaths  in  conducting  the  business  of  his 
office  (11).   He  w^s  also  given  custody  of  the  seal  and  records  ox  tne  court  (12). 

The  Judgment  DocKet 

The  most  important  record  Kept  by  tiie  prothonotary  is  the  judgment  docKet 


1-  Frank  M.  Eastiiiin,  Courts  and  Lawyers  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  1922,  I, 
187.   2-  v;.H.  Loyd,  Early  Courts  of  Pennsylvania,  Boston,  1910 j   F.L.  Whitney  vs. 
James  Hopkins,  135  Pa.  246  (1890).   3-  Stev/art  Pearce,  Annals  of  Luzerne  County, 
Philadelphia,  1865,  p.  241.   4-  1839  PL  559  s  1.   5-  1849  PL  581  s  4j  1929  PL  1278 
s  221-222,  1933  PL  550  s  1.   6-  Const.,  .^rt .  XIV  s  2  ar::.  1909.   7-  1929  PL  1278 
s  225.   8-  Const.,  r.rt .  VII  s  Ij  1834  PL  333  s  76;  1929  PL  1278  s  do.   9-  1715, 
III  5t.  at  L.  73;  1715,  III  St.  at  L.  125.   10-  loJ4  PL  333  s  77.   11-  1859  Pi. 
194  s  1  rep.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051  but  reen.  in  s  225.   12-  lb34  PL  363   s  23. 
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-)r   index,    in  which  he  must   record    every  judprment    or    ^wrrd   of  thr    court    (13).      Fe 
must  r:lso  keep  r    scprrrtr   r.d    scct^^m    index   in  which  r.rr    entered    th^   n'^mcs    of  eny 
judrm-nt   creditor   or   ■■  ssicnro    (14). 

The  written  dec'sions    of  the    court   in  trials  without   r,    jury  must  br    filr  d 
with  the    prothonot-ry,   who  notif'es    the   prrties    end    enters    judfrmcnt   if  exceptions 
arc    not  t-^l—n  within  -    prescribed   tire    (15).      The    court  vry  rlso  authorize   the 
prothorotrry  to   r  ntcr    judf^mcnt   upon  praecipes    for  want   of  nn  r.pperrr nc" ,    for  v.T.nt 
of  r,   declaration  or   pier,    or    for  wr.nt   of    'n   effidrvit   of  defense    (16),      Upon 
rpplicntion,    the  prothonotr.ry  m?  y  enter   jud'-mert   on   r  ny  instrument   conttinine:   e 
conf'-ssion   of   judp:ment    (17).      ''e   must   report  the    entry  of   ■  ny   judp-mcnt   to   the 
r.uthoriti' s  who  assess    th^    texcs    (18). 

/ll  writs    of    scire    fecir  s    to   reviv'-    or   h' ve    ex- cution   on  judgments  must  be 
indexed    in  both  thr    judi'-m'^mt   (19),    "-nd    ed    sectrm   jud":m,'-nt   dockets    (20),      Jud?:- 
'^erts    compelling   th--    -  ssi."-nment  of  mortgrTrs  must  be    indexed    in  the    judp-ment 
doc^^et  end   ccrtifi'^d  to  the   recorder    of  d^eds    (21),      The  prothonot'-'ry  must   nlco 
enter   upon  th^-    judgm.ert   docl  ct  end  properly  inrVx   -^11    -  ssi.ti-nments    of   judgments 
(22).      Also   recorded   upon   th^    jud'^m.ent   indexes    or  dockets    ere   proceedings    in    lunecy, 
hr.bituel   drurileenness,    end   other  me  tters    (23),    end    ccrtificetes    from  the   toerd   of 
county  commissioners   to   thr    effect   thet  collectors    of  county  texes    ere    subject  to 
lirbility  for    discrcpencies    in  their   recounts    (24). 

The  prothonot' ry  m.ust   ent^r  upon  his    doc'  ets,    jud.f^mcnts    of  the   "istrict   end 
Circuit  Courts   of  the.'   United   Stetes    (25),    end   metters  which  pertein  to   the    ed- 
m.inistr^  tions    of  decedents'    estetcs    (26). 

The   prothonot' ry  m.ust   enter  the    dete    end   feet   of   s^tisfection  of   jud^^ments 
in  '.11   books,    dockets,   end    indexes,   i^icre  they  ere    entered    (27),    end  merk   on  the 
jude;ment   docket   "Lien  rischr.rgcd"    (28). 

Other  Dockets 


The  prothonotery  r Iso  keeps  enepp.erence  docket  end  e  common  plc's,  or  D. 
S.F.  (debt  on  seme  bill)  doc'  et  which  in  Luzern^  County  is  1-novm  eg  the  Continu- 
ence  Docket  (29).  Pll    suits  instituted  end  eppe'lc  brought  ere  enter'^d  in  the 


13-  1827  PL  154  s  3;  1877  PL  34  s  1.   14-1915  PL  614  s  1.   15-  1874  PL  109 
s  2;  1935  PL  640  s  1.   16-  1889  PL  41  s  1.   17-  1806  PL  334,  4  Sm  L  270  s  28. 
18-  1929  PL  1804  s  1  em.  1937  PL  2325  si.   19-  1856  PL  532  s  3;  1895  PL  84  s  1 
rep.  1901  PL  431  s  61  but  reen.  in  s  43.   20-  1879  PL  134  s  2.   21-  1903  PL  327 
s  1.   22-  1869  PL  350  s  1.   23-  1871  PL  387  s  1  rep.  es  to  proceedings  to  revive 
end  continue  liens  of  dr^ts  eq-einst  -  d-c-drnt's  reel  nstrte  1917  PL  447  s  63. 
24-  1937  PL  2780  si.   25-  1895  PL  2-^7  s  1  rep.  1927  PL  447  s  1:  1929  PL  1805  s 
1.   26-  1917  PL  36.3  s  18  (b)  (5),  18  (c)  (l):  1917  PL  447  s  15  (e)  (b)  (d),  18 
(c),  51  (e)  (b);  1919  PL  104  s  1.   27-  1791,  3  Sm  L  28  s  14;  1834  PL  537  s  77; 
1356  PL  304  s  1;  1865  PL  52  s  1;  1876  PL  7  s  1;  1891  PL  244  si.   28-  1873  PL 
331  s  4;  190t  PL  103  s  1.   29-  1879  PL  134  s  3. 


(Next  entry  75,  p.  72) 
Pr.^thonDtary  sf  the  Ciurt  of  Common  Fleas 

appearance  docket,  and  all  judgments  by  confession,  and  other  liens  are  entered 
in  the  coranon  plc"s  or  D.S.B.  docket.   The  ad  sectan  judgnent  docket  serves  -^s 
the  index  to  the  common  pleas  or  D.S.B.  docket. 

The  prothonotary  chooses  arbitr.'^tors  in  compuls.iry  arbitration  proceedings 
(30)  and  has  the  p5wer  t)  issue  ^;xecutions  on  awards  (31).   He  must  record  the 
proceedings  in  a  docket. 

There  arc  numerous  laws  which  minutely  indicate  the  duties  of  the  pr^thono- 
tary  in  particular  types  of  proceedings  that  come  before  the  court  of  common 
pleas.   In  all  these  cases  proper  records  must  be  made  and  preserved.   Limita- 
tiDns  of  space  make  it  impossible  tj  outline  each  of  these  procedures  in  this 
inventory  (32) . 

Ejectment  and  Miscellaneous  Docket 

ijiy  ejectment  jr  action  to  recover  real  estate  or  compel  a  conveyance  may 
be  indexed  in  an  ejectment  index  (33).   In  1913  the  legislature,  in  amending 
existing  la^A-s ,  required  the  proth:)notary  to  keep  a  se  par  etc  docket  to  be  knoivn  as 
the  Ejectment  and  Miscellaneous  Index,  in  ivhich  may  be  entered  ejectment  and 
)ther  proceedings.   Proceedings  that  v;ere  required  to  be  entered  upon  the  direct 
and  ad  sectam  indexes  and  upon  the  judgment  docket,  are  not  included  in  the  Eject- 
ment and  Miscellaneous  Index  (34). 

Whenever  proceedings  in  equity  affecting  the  title  tj  real  estate  are  begun 
in  common  pleas  court  and  have  be^.n  entered  in  the  ejectment,  judgment,  or  mis- 
cellaneous index,  an''  subsequently  settled,  the  proth  ^notary  must  indicate  .:>n 
the  margin  of  the  index  the  action  taken  (35).   In  Luzerne  C  lunty,  h^vrcver,  this 
information  is  recorded  in  the  Continuance  Docket. 

Duties  Relating  ti  ii.ssociations 

In  1933  the  prothonotary' s  duties  in  respect  tj  associations  were  taken  aivay 
and  roenacted  mly  as  to  njn-pr:)fit  corporations  (36).   The  ^uties  relating  to 
all  other  associations  were  taken  jver  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Comm.onvrealth.   The 
prothonotary  must  make  a  monthly  return  to  the  Department  of  State  ?f  the  incor- 
poration of  each  non-profit  corporation,  an''  issue  a  certified  copy  thereof  to 
the  incorporators  (37).   Articles  and  certificates  of  incorporation  (38),  amcnd- 


30-  Reading  Trust  Company  vs.  Mattes  (appellant),  250  Pa.  414  (1915).   31-  1836 
PL  715  s  20,  23,  33,34.   32-  1803  PL  623,  4  Sm  L  68  s  2;  1806  PL  558,  4  Sm  L  326 
s  8,  12;  1836  PL  606  s  13,  31,32;  1936  PL  729  s  15,  26,  30;  1869  PL  8  s  1;  1378 
PL  147  No.  185  s  1;  1887  PL  197  s  1;  1893  PL  345  s  12;  1901  PL  88  s  1>2;  1909  PL 
115  s  l,-2;  1923  PL  136  "  .  .103  s  1.   33-  1856  PL  532  s  2.   34-  1878  PL  95  s  1  am. 
1913  PL  532  s  1.   35-  1923  PL  6  s  1.   36-  1856  PL  293  am.  1925  PL  403  s  1  rep. 
insofar  as  it  relates  to  non-profit  corporations  1933  PL  289  s  1102;  to  business 
corporations  1933  PL  364  s  1202;  to  associations  1933  PL  547  No.  108  s  1302;  and 
to  incorporated  institutions  1933  PL  624  s  1602.   37-  1933  PL  269  s  203.   36- 
Ibid..  s  205. 
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merit  (39),  merger  end   conso  Illation  (40),  must  be  filed  with  the  j^r  jthon  )tary,  and 
notice  of  change  of  address  must  be  filed  with  him  and  the  recorder  of  deeds  (41). 
The  prothonotary  must  make  a  monthly  report  to  the  Department  of  State  of  every 
non-profit  corporation  which  changes  its  nr.mc  (42),  and  include  the  names  and 
registered  offices  of  such  corporation  involved  in  merger,  consolidation  (43),  or 
dissolution  proceedings  (44). 

Every  partnership  must  file  v/-ith  the  proth:)notary  its  ncme ,    the  names  and 
addresses  ?f  the  members,  and  notify  him  of  any  chan^^e  3f  membership  (45). 

Fictitious  Mames 

Th^^  certificates  of  persons  conducting  business  under  a  fictitious  nrme  are 
recorded  by  the  ^-:r jthonotary  (46).   Upon  dissolution  of  the  business,  any  if  the 
members  ir,  upon  withdrawa.l  from  the  business,  those  m.cmbers  vrith'' rawing,  mr.y 
request  the  prothonotary  to  cancel  the  certificate,  or  note  the  vdthdraw-xl  m  the 
margin  (47). 

Proceedings  in  Lunacy  anr'  Habitual  Drunkenness 

1/Vhen  the  committee  appointud  to  care  f  )r  the  estate  of  a  lunatic  ir   habitual 
drunkard  sells  )r  mortgages  real  estate  and  is  incapable  or  refuses  to  execute  a 
deed  or  mortgage,  the  court  may  direct  the  prothonotary  t  >  do  so  (46).   All  v;-rits, 
accounts  and  pleadings  in  these  proceedings  must  be  filed  with  him  (49). 

Divorce  Proceedings 


The  sheriff's  praecipes,  subpoenas,  pro  )f s  of  notice  of  service  ( 50) , and 
all  other  papers  in  divorce  proceedings  must  be  filed  with  the  prothonotary  (51), 
in  suits  by  divorced  tenants  by  the  entireties  for  the  sale  of  property  situated 
in  more  than  one  county,  where  a  divis on  of  the  proceeds  is  sought,  a  certified 
copy  of  the  divorce  proceedings  must  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary 
of  each  county  (52). 

The  Jury 

The  official  jury  list  (53)  and  the  list  of  p..rsons  actually  drav/n  for  jury 
^'Uty  (54)  are  filed  v/ith  the  prothonotary,  who  certifies  the  names  of  attending, 
defaulting,  and  excused  jurors  (55).   If  a  special  view  is  allowed  in  any  case, 
the  prothonotary  must  issue  a  special  v/rit  of  venire  containing  the  names  of  the 


39-  Ibid.,  s  705.   40-  Ibid.,  s  605.   41-  1917  iL  804  s  1.   42-  1933  PL  289 
s  709.   43-"Tbid.,  s  810.  '  4^-  Jbid.,  s  1001.   45-  1351  PL  612  s  13.   46-  1917 
PL  645  s  1;  '1921  PL  465  s  1;  1923  PL  979  s  1.   47-  1919  PL  542  s  1,2.   48-  1836 
PL  589  s  32i33.   49-  1836  PL  589  s  19,  40-42,  50;  1S74  PL  122  s  1.   50-  1929  PL 
1237  s  26,  29,  38.   51-  1927  PL  884  s  1;  1929  PL  1237  s  25,  60;  1933  PL  1020  s  1. 
52-  1927  PL  G84  s  4.   53-  1925  PL  2--4  s  3  am.  1937  IL  2732  s  1.   54-  1925  IL 
244  s  5  am.  1929  PL  495  s  1  further  am.  1937  PL  27c2  s  3.   55-  1834  PL  333  s 
128. 


-  69  - 
Frothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Cannon  Fleas  (Next  entry  75,  p.  72) 

jurors  (56).   Jury  fees  must  be  ;.>aid  to  hii?.,  and  he  turns  the  nnney  ov-:r  to  the 
c junty  treasurer. 

The  Lov«-cr  Courts 

The  prothonotary  acts  as  clerical  officer  of  the  courts  of  ju-ticts  of  the 
peace.  The  justices  must  file  acceptances  of  office  with  the  ; roth^notary,  who 
certifies  thorn  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Comnonvroalth  (57). 

Transcripts  of  ju'^^'-'-'^'-'ts  obtaine-^  before  justices  of  the  peace  arc  onterec' 
on  the  prothnnotary's  docket  (58),  and  he  raay  certify  such  transcripts  to  other 
counties  (59).   Certificates  of  judgncnts  rendered  by  justices  )f  the  perce 
a^^ainst  boroughs,  to^wiships,  and  school  districts  must  be  filed  \\dt?i  the  prothono- 
tary,  who  enters  them  into  the  "Record  of  suits  before  justices  of   the  peace  and 
aldermen  against  boroughs,  townshi,.s  and  school  districts"  docket  (60).   At  the 
end  of  their  terms,  justices  of  the  pe^.ce  are  required  to  deliver  tD  the  prothono- 
tary  all  filled  dockets,  but  this  is  not  strictly  observed  (61), 

Appeals 

In  response  to  a  v.rrit  of  certiorari  from  an  upper  cjurt,  the  ^rothonotary 
must  prepare  and  forward  to  the  appellate  court  the  record  in  the  case,  duly 
certified  by  the  jud£:e  of  the  lov/er  court  (62). 

Election  Duties 


For  many  years  the  prothonotary  had  to  ^,erf on. i  duties  and  keep  various 
records  pertaining  to  elections  (63).   In  1937  these  duties  •'•rore  taken  over  by 
the  county  board  of  elections  (see  County  B  )ard  of  Elections)  except  insofar  as 
the  court  of  comiaon  pleas  has  jurisdiction  over  contested  elections,  and  the 
papers  pertaining  to  such  actions  will  be  foun-'  among  the  records  of  the  pn- 
thonorary  (64). 

Taxation  Duties 

All  tax  or  municipal  claims  must  be  filed  v.dth  the  prothonotary  (65),  and 
entered  by  him  in  the  judgment  and  locality  indexes  (66).  He  must  endorse  his 
certificate  on  treasurer's  deeds  for  lands  sold  for  non-payment  of  taxes  (57). 


56-  Ibid.,  s  124.   57-  1&77  PL  12  s  4'-;  1915  IL  142  s  1.   56-  lo04  IL  3G3  s  5; 
1810  FL~20F,  5  Sm  L  161  s  10;  1844  11-654  s  8;  lo35  IL  160  s  1.   59-  1310  FL  206, 
5  Sm  L  161  s  17.   60-  1905  FL  296  s  1,  2.   61-  1915  FL  669  s  1.   62-  1897  PL  67  s 
2,  5.   63-  1639  FL  519  s  84,  85;  1639  FL  559  s  3;  1650  IL  654  s  2;  lo64  FL  990  s 
17,  18;  1874  FL  31  s  10,  13;  1874  FL  54  s  5;  1893  FL  419  s  3;  1897  ;L  223  s  1; 
1899  Fl  127  s  Ij  1899  FL  254  s  1;  1909  FL  425  s  1;  1919  FL  458  s  2;  1919  FL  855 
s  1;  1921  FL  423  s  3;  1923  FL  267  s  1;  1925  FL  103  s  1;  1927  FL  360  s  2;  all  rep. 
1927  PL  1333  s  1901.   64-  1937  PL  1333.   65-  1923  PL  207  s  9;  1927  IL  729  s  2; 
1927  .L  7o3  s  3;  1937  .L  2C09  s  9.   63-  1^2:5  .L  207  g  Zi.      37-  1911  FL  257  s  1. 
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Under  the  act  of  1889  all  unpaid  taxes  in  third  class  cities  were  to  be 
registered  by  the  prothonotary  in  a  city  lien  docket  (68).   Unsatisfied  tax  liens 
upon  real  estate  are  entered  upon  separate  dockets  and  set  out  separately  for 
each  ward,  borough,  and  township  (69).   Special  assessments  against  owners  of 
property  for  costs  of  improving  streets,  alleys,  or  highways  must  be  entered  in 
a  municipal  lien  and  judgment  docket  (70). 

Bonds  given  by  purchasers  of  real  estate  at  tax  sales  are  filed  with  the  pro- 
thonotary and  entered  in  a  "Surplus  Bond  Record"  docket  (71). 

Notices  of  liens  for  taxes  due  the  federal  Government,  and  certificates  dis- 
charging such  liens,  are  filed  by  the  Goll-ctor  of  Internal  Revenue  with  the  pro- 
thonotary, who  must  keep  a  Federal  Tax  Lien  Notices  file  and  a  Federal  Tax  Lion 
Index  (72).   These  records  are  considered  as  judgments  and  are  kept  in  the  Common 
Pleas  File. 

The  Business  of  the  Office 

The  prothonotary  must  keep  general  accounts  of  the  business  of  his  office  in 
a  cost  docket.   All  costs  collected  by  him  and  not  paid  out  to  the  parties  en- 
titled to  them  are  turned  over,  with  the  cost  docket,  to  his  successor  (73). 
Upon  receiving  money  the  prothonotary  for  several  years  credited  the  same  to  the 
parties  entitled  to  it,  and  at  the  beginning  of  each  quarter  posted  in  his  office 
a  notice  showing  the  amount  due  each  person  (74).   He  must  keep  an  account  of  all 
fees  received  by  him,  which  account  is  scrutinized  by  the  controller  from  time  to 
time  (75)  (see  Controller). 

The  prothonotary  is  authorized  to  act  as  agent  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
collect  taxes  on  legal  documents.   He  must  make  a  return  to  the  Department  of 
Revenue,  and  pay  the  moneys  collected  to  the  State  Treasurer  (76).   He  must  also 
make  monthly  returns  to  the  Department  of  Revenue  rjid  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer 
all  moneys  received  for  the  use  of  the  Corainonv/erlth  (77), 

The  prothonotary  must  make  a  report  to  the  Department  of  Revenue  of  all 
estates  or  effects  which  have  been  deposited  with  the  court  of  common  pleas  if 
the  whereabouts  of  the  rightful  owners  have  been  unknown  for  seircn  years  (78). 
He  keeps  a  daily  record  of  evury  instrument  filed  in  his  office  securing  a  debt 


68-  1889  PL  277  art.  XV  s  11  rep.  1931  PL  932  s  4701.   6S-  1899  PL  120  s  1. 
70-  1893  PL  453  s  5  rep.  as  to  third  class  cities  1931  PL  932  s  4701.   71-  1804 
PL  157,  4  Sm  L  201  s  2;  1895  PL  47  s  1.   72-  1929  PL  1215  s  1,  3.   73-  1913  PL 
188  s  1,  2.   74-  1913  PL  567  s  1  rep.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051.   75-  1868  PL  3  s  8 
par.  7  am.  1901  PL  175  s  1;  1810,  5  Sm  L  103  these  accounts  had  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Auditor  General,  but  this  act  was  rep.  as  to  counties  with  a   population 
of  150,  000  or  over  1876  PL  13  s  1.   76-  1830  PL  272  s  1;  1929  PL  343  s  611. 
77-  1893  PL  125  s  1.   78-   1929  PL  343  s  1305;  1935  PL  190  s  1. 
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Copies  of  this  record  must  be  transmitted  monthly  to  the  Department  of  Revenue 
(79)  and  the  board  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes  (80). 

The  prothmotary  keeps  a  State  Appropriation  Docket  and  index,  together  with 
certificates  of  acceptance  and  satisfaction  (81). 

Miscellaneous  Duties 

The  prothonotary  receives  all  dockets  of  writs  kept  by  the  sheriff  (82). 
After  acknowledgment,  and  pending  delivery  for  recording,  sheriff's  deeds  remain 
in  the  custody  of  the  prothonotary  (83).   He  must  file  reports  of  viewers  in 
lateral  railroad  construction  (84)  and  keep  for  public  inspection  advance  copies 
of  laws  enacted  at  each  session  of  the  General  Assembly  (95).   Disabled  war 
veterans  wishing  to  obtain  peddlers'  licenses  vdthout  cost,  must  obtain  from  the 
prothonotary  a  certificate  th^t  they  have  fulfilled  all  the  necessary  require- 
ments (86). 

Prior  to  1906  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and 
terminer  had  jurisdiction  over  the  naturalization  of  aliens  by  virtue  of  the 
first  uniform  naturalization  law  passed  by  Congress  in  1790  (87).   The  comprehen- 
sive naturalization  law  of  1906,  which  provided  for  uniform  processes  and  records 
over  the  nation,  gave  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  naturalization  of  aliens  to 
the  following  specified  courts:  United  States  District  Courts  in  the  States  and 
Territories,  the  Supreme  Court,  and  r.lso  all  courts  of  record  in  any  state  or 
territory  having  v.   seal,  a  clerk,  and  jurisdiction  in  actions  at  Inw  snd  equity 
in  v*iich  the  amount  in  controversy  is  unlimited  .  .  .  (8S).   Under  this  law  the 
practice  arose,  in  Luzerne  County,  of  confining  naturalization  proceedings  to 
the  Federal  District  Court  in  Scranton.   In  1912  the  jurisdiction  to  naturalize 
aliens  wr,s  transferred  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  the  records  of  these  pro- 
ceedings are  found  among  the  records  of  the  prothonotary. 

The  prothonotary  must  accept  for  filing  v/arrants  of  attorney  in  every  notion 
(89);  bonds  of  hcvdccrs  or  p^^ddlcrs  (90);  bonds  of  importers  of  horses  (91");  li- 
censes of  owners  of  jacks  or  stallions  for  breeding  purposes  (92);  oaths  of  office 
of  county  officers  (93);  professional  certificates  (94);  notes  of  testimony  (95); 


79-  1935  PL  414  s  11.   80-  1913  PL  507  s  8.   81-  1911  PL  736  s  4,  5,  7.   82- 
1834  PL  537  s  78;  1936  PL  755  s  78,  79,   83-  1905  PL  265  s  3,  4.   84-  1832  PL 
531  s  1;  1919  PL  205  s  1;  1921  PL  1050  s  1.   85-  1893  PL  102  s  2  rep^  1929  PL 
1278  s  1051  but  reen.  in  s  230.   86-  1867  PL  50  s  1;  1891  PL  250  s  Ij  1921  PL 
895  s  1;  1935  PL  126  s  1;  1937  PL  1191  No.  305  s  1.   87-  1790,  1  Stat,  L.  103 
Chap.  3.   88-  1906,  34  Stat.  L.  596  Chap.  3592  s  3;  1911,  36  Stat.  L.  1167  Chap. 
231  s  289;  1913,  37  Stct.  L.  737  Chap.  141  s  3.   89-  1722,  1  Sm  L  131  s  28.   90- 
1729;  1  Sm  L  179  s  1  rep.  1784,  2  Sm  L  99  s  6  but  rcon.  by  s  2.   91-  1748,  5  St. 
at  L.  65  s  1.   92-  1907  PL  114  s  1  sup.  1911  PL  631  s  1;  1921  PL  200  s  1.   93- 
Const.,  Art.  VII  s  1;  1850  PL  654  s  2;  1929  PL  1063  s  203;  1929  PL  1278  s  53. 
94-  1897  PL  206  s  13;  1921  PL  399  s  5  rep.  1933  PL  216  s  14;  1909  PL  46  s  9;  1909 
PL  475  s  1;  1911  PL  241  s  1;  1913  TL  441  s  1  rep,  1929  PL  160  s  7;  1915  PL  687 
s  1;  1917  PL  21  s  6;  1919  PL  73  s  1 ;  1921  PL  151  s  1;  1923  PL  1069  s  1;  1925  PL 
659  s  2;  1937  PL  795  s  6.   95-  1867  PL  83  sup.  1874  PL  182  rep.  1887  PL  199  s  8 
but  reen.  in  s  3;  1911  PL  279  s  4. 


-  72  - 

Prothjnotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  I leas  -  Oaths  and  Commissions;       (75-77) 
Justices  of  the  leacc 

liens  for  manual  labor  (96);  libels  for  shipbuilders'  liens  (97);  a  partition 
docket  (98);  an  indexed  conditional  sales  docket  (99);  a  mechanic's  lien  docket 
(100);  a  lien  docket  of  unpatented  lands  ^r  a  land  lien  docket  (101);  at  least 
two  indexes  for  every  book  of  record  (102);  all  papers  filed  in  workmen's  com- 
pensation cases  (103);  accounts  3f  trustees'  interviews,  assignees  (104),  and 
guardians  of  feeble-minded  persons  (105). 

These  and  m.any  other  duties  make  the  office  of  prothon^tary  the  most  complex 
of  all  county  offices.   Moreover,  in  addition  to  the  records  which  are  specifically 
required,  he  has  kept  other  records  as  a  matter  of  practice  and  expediency. 


Oaths  and  Commissions 
(See  also  entries  71,  118,  119,  213,  214) 

75.  ArrOINTMEI'TS,  CONFIPJ.'iATIONS,  MTD   A-TROVALS,  1860-97.   740  papers 
in  1  f.b.   1898 —  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  119. 

Petitions  for  and  appointments  of  public  officials  to  fill  vacancies,  with  oon- 
firmctions,  shomng  names  and  addresses  of  appointees,  date  jf  appointment,  nnd 
position  filled.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdv7.  9g  x   4g  x  IS^S 
Proth.  osmt.  vlt. 

Justices  of  the  Peace 

76.  ALDEMAli'S  DOCKET,  Scattered  Dates,  1846-1922.   51  vols. 

Dockets  kept  by  aldermen  and  justices  of  the  peace  and  deposited  with  the  pro- 
thonotary,  showing  name  of  officer,  date  of  hearing,  names  of  constable,  parties, 
and  witnesses,  cause  of  action,  date  of  hearin-g,  charges,  amount  and  type  of  bail 
posted,  disposition  :if  case,  amount  of  costs  and  fees,  and  date  of  payment.   Arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  hearing.   Index  d  alph.  by  n'^mc  of  plaintiff.   Hdw. ,  typed, 
and  hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fta.   Aver.  472  pp.  14  x  9  x  2.   Off. 

77.  RECORD  OF  SUITS,  1905-32.   1  vol.   Discontinued. 

Record  of  suits  instituted  before  aldermen  and  justices  of  the  peace  against 
boroughs,  townships,  and  school  districts,  showing  names  of  parties,  date  of  fil- 
ing suit,  case  no.,  date  and  ainount  of  judgment.   Discontinued  as  procedure  was 
declared  unconstitutional,   Arr.  alph.  by  municipalities,  entries  made  chron. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  ^f  municipality.   Hdw.   300  pp.  17  x  15  x  2.   Off. 


96-  1872  PL  47  s  1;  1883  TL  116  s  1;  18G7  PL  337;  1891  PL  54  s  1.   97-  1836 
PL  616  K  3.   98-  1849  PL  524  s  3;  1850  PL  569  s  27;  1907  PL  461  s  2  rep.  1929  PL 
1278  s  1051  but  reen.  in  s  517.   99-  1925  PL  603  No.  325  s  6,  10.   100-  1872  PL 
47  s  1;  1901  IL   431  s  7,  11;  1905  PL  172  s  1.   101-  Const_. ,  Art.  TM   s  19;  1864 
PL  914  s  1,  3,  4;  1868  PL  60  s  1;  1872  PL  51  s  3;  1874  PL  135  s  4;  1911  PL  106 
s  2.   102-  1827  PL  154  s  5.   103-  1915  PL  736  s  427-430,  432;  1919  PL  642  s  6; 
1919  PL  764  s  1;  1921  PL  910  s  1;  1931  PL  596  s  1.   104-  1835  PL  107  rep.  as  to 
testamentary  trustees  1917  PL  447  s  63;  1828  PL  453  s  3;  1831  '^L  192  s  4;  1836  PL 
628  s  22.   105-  1907  PL  292  s  6  (b) ;  1915  PL  124  s  1. 
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Juries 
(See  also  entries  119,  1S3,  329,  330) 

78.  LIST  OF  JURORS,  1375--.   37  vols.   Title  varies:  List  of  Names  of 
Jurors,  1875-1903,  3  vols. 

List  of  names  selected  by  jury  commissioners  to  be  placed  in  jury  wheel,  showing 
name,  address,  and  occupation  of  prospective  juror,  and,  if  selected,  date  of 
service.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  juror.  No  index.  Hdw. ,  1875-1903;  typed,  1904— 
Aver.  300  pp.  13  x  ll|-  x  1.   1875-1903,  3  vols,  off.;  1904—,  34  vols.,  off.  of 
the  secty.  to  the  judges. 

79.  NMOCS  OF  JURORS,  1884-1915.   3  vols. 

Copy  of  record  of  jury  service,  showing  juror's  name,  aadress,  occupation,  and 
days  of  service.  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.,  1834-1900;  typed,  1900-1915. 
Aver.  400  pp.  17  x  13  x  2^.      Janitor's  bsmt,  strm. 

Trial  and  Argument  Lists 
(See  also  entries  167,  176,  183,  217) 

80.  TRIAL  LIST,  LUZERNE  COUNTY  (Court  of  Common  Pleas),  1816-23, 
1843 — .   39  vols.   1824-42  in  (Subpoenas,  Praecipes,  and  Trial 
Lists) ,  entry  85. 

Calendar  of  cases  ordered  for  trial,  giving  date  of  trial,  court  term  and  case 
no.,  names  of  parties  and  attorneys,  and  nature  of  the  case.  Arr.  chron.  by 
term  of  court.  No  index.  Hdv^r.  on  ptd,  fm.  Aver.  300  pp.  14  x  10  x  2^,     Off. 

81.  ISSUE  LIST,  1858-76.   2  vols.   Discontinued. 

Trial  list  of  cases  at  issue,  showing  court  terra  and  case  no.,  names  of  parties 
and  attorneys.  Arr.  chron.   by  court  term  and  num.  by  case  no.  No  index.  Hdw. 
Aver.  377  pp.  14  x  9  x  1^.   Off. 

82.  ARGUMENT  AND  CERTIOPJiRI  LIST,  1847-1928.   33  vols.   Discontinued. 
List  of  cases  to  be  arpued  on  writs  of  certiorari,  shovang  names  of  parties, 
attorneys,  court  term  and  case  no.,  and  rules  taken.  Arr.  chron.   by  date  of 
entry.   No  index.   Hdw.   Aver.   624  pp.  14  x  9  x  2^,      Off. 

83.  EQUITY  TRIAL  LIST,  1902-24.   1  vol.   Discontinued. 

Calendar  of  cases  in  equity  ordered  for  trial,  showing  names  of  parties,  attor- 
neys, charges,  court  term  and  case  no.  Arr.  chron.  by  order  listed  for  trial. 
No  index.  Hdw.   600  pp.  14  x  9  x  2|-.  Off. 

84.  WORKMEN'S  COIvCENSATION  ARGUlvIENT  LIST,  1929—.   1  vol. 

Calendars  of  appealed  workmen's  compensation  cases  listed  for  trial,  showing 
names  of  parties,  attorneys,  court  term  and  case  no.,  and  disposition  of  case. 
Arr.  chron.  by  term  of  court.  No  index.  Hdw.   288  pp.  14  x  10  x  2,  Off. 

85.  (SUBPOENAS,  PR;.ECIPES,  MD  TRIAL  LISTS),  1787-1909,   4,600 
records  in  3  f.b.   1910 — in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  119, 

Subpoenas  and  praecipes  for  trial  list  issued  by  the  prothonotary,  showing  date 
issued,  names  of  parties  and  witnesses,  court  term  and  case  no.,  and  signature 
of  prothonotary.  Also  contains:  Trial  List,  1324-42,  entry  80.  Arr,  chron,  by 
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term  of  court.  No  index,  Hdw.  and  hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.  9|-  x  4^  x  13|-.  Proth.  Bsmt. 
vlt. 

Minutes 
(See  also  entries  177,  218) 

86.  COURT  MINUTES,  COMMON  PLEAS  COURT,  1801-14,  1818-47,  1849—. 
75  records  in  2  f.b.   96  vols. 

Minutes  of  common  pleas  court,  showing  names  of  parties  and  attorneys,  court  term 
and  case  no.,  nature  of  case,  names  of  judge  and  jurors,  and  disposition  of  the 
case.  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.   Condition  poor,  1809-47,  F.b.  9^  x  4|-  x  13^. 
Vols.  aver.  700  pp.  16  x  12|-  x  3;  1801-8,  1811-14,  2  f.b.,  proth.  bsmt.  vlt.; 
1809-10,  1818-47,  1849--,  96  vols.,  off. 

Liens 
(See  also  entries  17-20,  62) 

87.  STATE  (LAND)  LIEN  DOCKET,  1776—.   1  vol. 

Record  of  liens  due  Commonwealth  as  of  June  1,  1868,  to  insure  complete  payment 
for  original  land  patents,  showing  no.  and  date  of  grant,  name  of  warrantee, 
quantity  of  land  applied  for,  location,  quantities  retained  and  unpatented,  amount 
paid,  rate  and  date  of  interest,  amount  due,  date  of  payments  and  location  of 
account,  fees,  total  amount  due,  date  and  manner  of  satisfaction.  Land  grants 
prior  to  1786  as  of  Northumberland  County,  later  Luzerne  County.   Trsb.  record 
certified  as  to  accuracy  by  Surveyor  General  of  the  Commonwealth.   Arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  warrantee.  No  index,  Hdw.   160  pp.  21  x  15  x  1.  Off. 

88.  STATE  LIEN  SATISFACTIONS  (Uept.  of  Internal  Affairs),  1897—. 
18  papers  in  1  f.b. 

Orders  to  mark  satisfied  state  liens  which  have  been  claimed  to  insure  payment 
for  original  land  patents,  showing  date  of  grant  from  1776-1868,  name  of  warran- 
tee, description  and  location  of  land,  amounts  paid,  date  satisfied,  and  seal  of 
Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  satisfied.  No  index.  Typed 
on  ptd.  fm.   10  X  5  X  13|-.   Off. 

89.  COUNTY  TAX  LIENS,  1399—.   6,500  records  in  160  bdl.  and  43  f.b. 
Title  varies:  Return  of  Uncollected  Taxes,  1899-1912,  8  f.b. 

Tax  liens  filed  by  solicitor,  giving  no.  of  lien,  vol.  and  p.  in  County  Tax  Docket 
(County  Commissioners),  entry  91,  name  of  defendant,  nature  of  tax  delinquency, 
location  of  property,  and  amount  of  taxes  and  interest  due.  Filed  with  these 
are  Suggestions  Sur  County  Tax,  giving  amount  of  tax  and  interest  due,  and  Sugges- 
tions of  Death,  showing  name  of  deceased  taxpayer,  no.  of  original  claim,  date, 
amount,  interest,  and  costs  of  filing  suggestion.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  filing. 
No  index,  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Bdl.  8  x  4  x  12,  f.b.  9|-  x  4-|  x  13|.   1899-1935,  8 
f.b.  and  160  bdl.,  proth.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1936—,  35  f.b.,  off. 

90.  RETURN  OF  RECEIVER  OF  TAXES,  1879-1901.   4,000  papers  in  6  f.b. 
Discontinued. 

Reports  ms.de  by  receiver  of  taxes,  showing  location  of  property  assessed,  assess- 
ment year,  date  of  return,  date  filed,  signature  of  receiver  of  taxes,  vol.  and 
p.  where  recorded  in  Coimty  Tax  Docket  (County  Commissioners),  entry  91.  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm,   9^  x  4%  x  13-|-.   Proth.  bsmt. 
vlt. 


Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  -  Liens  (91-96) 

91.  COUl^ITY  TAX  DOCKET  (County  Commissioners),  1879--.   47  vols. 
Title  varies:  Tax  Liens,  Luzerne  County,  1879-1911,  11  vols. 

Record  of  liens  entered  by  county  commissioners  for  unpaid  taxes,  showing  names 
of  parties,  no.  of  lien,  date  filed,  date  taxes  are  due,  description  of  property, 
kind  of  tax,  and  penalties.   Also  contains:  Tax  Lien  Docket  (City  of  V/il'ces-^arre)  , 
1895 — ,  entry  96,   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  taxpayer,  num.  by  lien  no.   1879-1911 
indexed  alph.  by  name  of  taxpayer;  for  index  1912 —  see  entry  103;  for  index  by 
locality,  1910—,  see  entry  93.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  900  pp.  19  x  12|  x  4. 
Off. 

92.  MUNICIPAL  LIEN  DOCKET,  1867-Sept.  1901.   4  vols.  (6-9).   Oct. 
1901 —  in  M.  L.  (Municipal  and  Mechanic  Liens)  Docket,  entry  98. 

Record  of  municipal  liens  for  municipalities  other  th^"  n  Wilkes-Barre,  shovring 
date,  no.,  names  of  parties  and  attorneys,  nature  and  amount  of  lien,  costs,  de- 
scription of  property,  date  of  satisfaction,  and  signature  of  municipal  officer. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Hdw.  on  ptd. 
fm.   Aver.  600  pp.  18  x  13  x  3.   Off. 

93.  LOCALIT''  IIIDEX  (Municipalities),  1910—.   9  vols.  (Locality 
Index,  Boroughs,  3  vols.;  Locality  Index,  To\>/nships,  3  vols.; 
Locality  Index,  Cities,  3  vols.). 

Index  to  location  of  property  against  which  tax  liens  have  bu-en  filed  and  which 
are  recorded  in  County  Tax  Docket,  entry  91,  and  Municipal  Lien  Docket,  entry  92, 
and  M.  L.  (MU'^icipal  and  Mechanic  Liens)  Doc'cet,  entry  98,  showing  court  term  and 
case  no.,  name  of  defendant,  location  of  property,  date  and  amount  of  lien,  and 
date  satisfied.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  municipalities,  entries  made  chron.   Kdw. 
on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  700  pp.  19  x  15  x  4|-.   Off. 

94.  tWI^ICIPAL  LIEN  .IND  SPECIP ICATIOH  (City  of  "tVilkes-Harre) ,  1367- 
Sept.  1901.   1,470  papers  in  6  f.b.   Oct.  1901--  in  Common 
Picas  Files,  M.  L.  D.  (Municipal  and  Mochr.nic  Liens  Docket),  entry 
97. 

Liens  filed  for  municipal  claims,  showing  names  of  defendant,  attorneys,  court 
term  and  case  no.,  date  filed,  amiount  and  nature  of  claim,  description  of  proper- 
ty, docket  vol.  and  p.  where  recorded.   Arr.  chron.  by  court  term  and  case  no. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   9a  x  4|-  x  I33-.   Proth.  bsmt.  vlt. 

95.  MU?ICIP;lL  LIEN  DOCKET  (City  of  Wilkes-Barre) ,  1892-Sept.  l'?')l.. 
2  vols.   Oct.  1901 —  in  M.  L.  (Municipal  and  Mechanic  Liens) 
Docket,  entry  96. 

Record  of  nunicipal  liens  in  Wilkes-Barre,  showing  date,  no.,  names  of  parties 
and  attorneys,  nature  and  amount  of  lien,  costs,  description  of  property,  date 
of  satisfaction,  and  signature  of  city  solicitor.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  f-m.   Aver.  600  pp.  18  x  13  x  3.   Off. 

96.  T-\X  LIEr  DOCKET  (City  of  Vil'ilkcs-^arre")  ,  1879-94.   4  vols,  (1-4). 
1895 —  in  County  Tax  Docket  (County  Commissioners),  entry  91, 

Record  of  tax  liens  against  real  estote  in  Wilkes-Barre,  shov.dng  n^roc  of  ovmer, 
description  of  property,  amount  of  delinquent  taxes  and  interest,  date  interest 
begins,  date  of  return,  date  lien  satisfied,  and  signature  of  receiver  of  taxes. 
Arr,  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Hdw.  on  ptd. 
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97.  COMi.ON  PLEAS  FILES,  M. L.  D.  (Municipal  and  Mechanic  Liens  Docket), 
Oct.  1901".   115,000  papers  in  331  f.b. 

Municipal  and  mechanic  liens  filed  against  property,  showing  date,  court  term  and 
case  no.,  names  of  parties,  attorneys,  nature  and  amount  of  claim,  location  and 
description  of  property,  penalties,  and  signatures  of  attestation.   Also  contains: 
Municipal  Lien  and  Specification  (City  of  Wilkes-Barre) ,  entry  94;  Mechanic's 
Liens,  entry  100.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x 
5  X  13|.   1901-27,  102  f.b.,  proth.  bsmt.  vlt. ;  1928--,  229  f.b.,  off. 

98.  M. L.  (Municipal  and  Mechanic  Liens)  Docket,  Oct.  1901--.   42 
vols.  (1-42), 

Record  of  all  municipal  and  mechanic  liens,  showing  date,  no.,  names  of  parties 
and  attorneys,  nature  and  amount  of  lien,  costs,  description  of  property,  and 
date  satisfied.   Also  contains  J  Municipal  Lien  Docket,  entry  92;  Municipal  Lien 
Docket  (City  of  Wilkes-Barre),  entry  95;  Mechanic's  Liens  (Docket),  entry  101. 
Arr.  chron.  by  court  term  and  lien  no.   For  index  see  entry  103,  and  1910 — ,  en- 
tries 93  and  99.   Hdw.,  1901-5;  typed  1906  —  .   Aver.  600  pp.  18  x  13  x  3.   Off. 

99.  M. L.  (Municipal  and  Mechanic  Liens)  INDEX,  PLAINTIFFS,  1910--. 
2  vols. 

Index  by  names  of  plaintiffs  to  M.L.  (Municipal  and  Mechanic  Liens)  Docket,  shjw- 

ing  names  of  parties,  court  term  and  case  n;i.   Also  contains:  Mechanic's  Liens 

Docket  Index,  entry  132.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  parties.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver. 
1,000  pp.  17  X  14  X  5.   Off. 

100.  MECHAI^JIC'S  LIENS,  1836-Sept.  1901.   8,700  papers  in  3D  f.b. 

Oct.  1901 —  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  M.L.D,  (Municipal  and  Mechanic 

Liens  Docket),  entry  97. 
Liens  against  property  filed  by  contractors  in  re  claims  for  material  and  labor, 
showing  names  of  parties,  date  filed,  court  term  and  no.  in  vol.  and  p.  where 
recorded  in  Mechanic's  Lions  (Docket),  entry  101,  amount  and  nature  of  lien,  des- 
cription of  property,  and  signature  of  contractor.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed. 
No  index.   Hdv^.  on  ptd.  ftn.   9|  x  4-|-  x  13|.   Proth.  bsmt.  vlt. 

101.  MECH.VNIC'S  LIENS  (Docket),  1843-Sept.  1901.   15  vols.  (2-16). 
Oct.  1901 —  in  M.L.  (Municipal  and  Mechanic  Liens)  Docket,  entry 
98. 

Record  of  liens  filed  by  contractors  against  pripcrty,  showing  names  of  parties 
and  costs,  nature  and  amount  of  lien,  stipulations  of  agreement,  dpte  of  filing, 
and  signature  of  witness.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  ^f  entry.   Hdw.  Aver.  500  pp. 
16  X  11  x  21-.   Off. 

102.  MECaVNIC'S  LIENS  DOCKET  INDEX,  1843-1901.   2  vols.   1910—  in 
M.L.  (Municipal  and  Mechanic  Liens)  Index,  Plaintiffs,  entry  99. 

Alphabetical  index  to  Mechanic's  Lions  Docket,  shewing  names  of  parties,  lien 
no.,  vol.  and  p.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff,  entries  made  chrjn.   Hdw.  on 
ptd.  fm.   Aver.  700  pp.  18  x  12|  x  3|-.   Off. 

Judgments 
(See  als:)  entries  338,  340) 

103.  JUDGMENT  DOCKET  INDEX,  Nov.  1865—.   201  vols,  (dated  and  labeled 
16-50,  chron  )logically  rnd  sub-divided  into  separate  alphabetical 
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vols,  for  each  no.,  labeled,  in  turn,  j-.-Z  by  contained  letters  of 
alphabet)  and  13  trsb.  vols.   Title  varies:  Judgment  Docket,  Nov, 
1865-98,  46  vols. 
Index  to  judgments  recorded  in  Continuance  Docket,  entry  120;  County  Tax  Docket 
(County  Commissioners),  1912  — ,  entry  91;  and  M.  L.  (Municipal  ■rnd  Mechanic  Liens) 
Docket,  entry  98,  showing  names  of  parties  and  attorneys,  court  term,  li^n  no., 
date,  type  and  amount  of  judgment,  writ,  costs  and  date  of  satisfaction.   Includes 
judgments  against  corporations  and  firms.   Arr»  alph.  by  first  letter  of  sur- 
name of  defendant,  entries  made  chron.   Sub-indexed  alph.  by  first  two  letters 
of  surname.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  500  pp.  10  x  16  x  3.   Off. 

104.  JUDC-MENT  DOCKJ:,T,  1827-Jct.  1865.   15  vols,  (dated  and  labeled 
1-15),   Discontinued. 

Brief  chronological  record  of  judgments  recorded  in  Continuance  Docket,  entry 
120,  showing  names  of  parties  and  attorneys,  court  term  and  case  no.,  date  and 
amount  of  judgment,  vrrit  and  costs,  and  date  of  satisfaction.   The  chronological 
recording  of  judgments  stops  with  vol.  15,  October  1865,  subsequent  vols,  with 
this  title  are  in  fact  an  alphabetical  index  to  judgments,  sec  entry  103.   Arr. 
chron.  by  court  term.   Udw. ,  vols.  1-14;  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. ,  vol.  15.   Aver.  360 
pp.  18  X  13  X  3.   Off. 

105.  JfJDGI,;ENT  DOCKLT  IKDLX,  1827-65.   6  vols.  (1-6).   Discontinued. 
Alphabetical  index  to  chronological  listing  of  judgments  in  Judgment  Docket, 
vols.  1-15,  shomng  names  of  parties,  vol.  and  p.   ^-irr,  alph.  by  first  letter 
of  sumarTiSS  of  parties,  entries  made  chron.   Ildw.   Aver,  500  pp.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Off. 

106.  JUDGl.LNT  INDEX  ADSECTUIj,   1915--.   9  vols.  (;.-Z  by  contained  letters 
of  alphabet). 

Index  by  name  of  plaintiff  to  judgments  recorded  in  Continuance  Docket,  i^ntry 

120,  showing  names  of  judgment  creditor  and  debtor,  court  term  and  case  no., 

date,  nature  and  amount  of  lien.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of 

judgment  creditor,  entries  m-^de  chron.   Kdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  400  pp.  172"  x 
15  X  3.   Off. 

107.  JUDGIME'-T  LEMOFalNDiJIv!,  1861—.   4  vols. 

Temporary  record  of  judgmi^nts  to  be  record..d  in  Judgment  Docket  Index,  entry 
103,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  date  and  amount  of  judgment  and  names  of 
parties.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index.  Kdw. ,  1861-1907;  hdw.  on 
ptd.  fm.,  1908—.   ..ver.  218  pp.  12^  x  8  x  1.   Off. 

108.  UN-NUTiBERED  FILES,  1903-1922.   1,200  papers  in  3  f.b. 

Papers  filed  in  execution  of  judgments  such  as  praecipes  and  writs,  but  unissued 
for  lack  of  payment  of  foes,  shovring  names  of  parties,  attorneys,  court  term 
and  case  no.,  date  -^nd  kind  of  instrument.   Arr,  chron.  by  term  of  court,   ^'o 
index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13o.   Off. 

App.-.als 

109.  CIRCUIT   COURT  DOCKET,    1790-1810.      1  vol. 

Transcription  from  Supreme   Court   Docket   of   cases    appealed    from  Luzerne   County 
courts,    shoiiring   court  term  and  case   no.,    rulings,    costs,    names    of  parties,    basis 
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for  appeal,  and  final  disposition.  Contains  certification  by  prothonotary  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  Arr.  chron.  by  term  of  court,  Ko  index.  Hdw.  Condition 
fair.   200  pp.  ia|  x  8  x  1.  Off. 

Executions 
(See  also  entries  17-26,  270,  271,  273--276) 

110.  EXECUTION  DOCKET  (Coiraiion  Pleas  Court),  1738  —  .   33  vols. 
(1-32,  2  vols.  no.  26). 

Record  of  steps  taken  in  execution  proceedings,  shomng  names  of  parties,  attorneys, 
court  term  and  case  no.,  kind  of  writ  issued,  date  returnable,  date  and  amount  of 
judgment,  fees  and  costs.  Arr.  chron.   by  term  of  court.  No  index.  Hdw.  Aver. 
700  pp.  14  x  11  x  3^.  Off. 

111.  SHERIFF'S  DEED  BOOK,  1896-June  1905.   5  vols.  (21-25).   Title 
varies:  Sheriff's  Deed  Book,  Lev.  Fa.  (Levari  Facias),  vol.  24; 
Sheriff's  Book,  Fi.  Fa.  (Fieri  Facias),  vol.  25.   1803-95  in 
Sheriff's  and  Treasurer's  Deed  Books,  entry  114,  July  1905--in 
Deed  Book,  entry  47. 

Transcripts  of  sheriff's  deeds,  showing  court  term,  names  of  sheriff  and  grantee, 
date  of  writ,  judgment  no,,  description  and  location  of  property,  name  of  former 
owner,  terms  and  conditions  of  salo,  dates  of  deed,  acknowledgment,  and  recording, 
and  signatures  of  sheriff  and  witnesses.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  Hdw, 
on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  325  pp.  18  x  13  x  3.   Off. 

112.  SHERIFF'S  DEED  BOOK  INDS(,  1303-1905.   6  vols.   (A-H,  1;  I-R,  1; 
S-Z,  1;  A-H,  2;  I-R,  2;  S-Z ,  2). 

Index  to  Sheriff's  Deeds  recorded  in  Sheriff's  Deed  Book,  vols.  21-25,  and 
Sheriff's  and  Treasurer's  Deed  Books,  vols.  1-20,  entry  114,  shov/ing  names  of 
defendant,  sheriff,  with  date  of  his  commission,  and  grantee,  vol.  and  p.  Arr. 
alph,  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  defendant,  entries  made  chron,  Hdw.  on  ptd. 
fm.  Aver,  600  pp.  18  x  13  x  3,  Off. 

113.  LIST  OF  SHERIFF'S  DEEDS,  1905—.   1  vol. 

List  of  deeds  issued  by  sheriff,  shovang  names  of  grantee  and  sheriff,  date  deed 
received,  date  delivered,  and  to  whom  delivered,  Arr.  chron,  by  date  of  entry. 
No  index.  Hdw,  on  ptd,  fm.   500  pp.  18  x  13  x  2.  Off, 

114.  SHERIFF'S  AND  TREilSURER'S  DEED  BOOKS,  1803—,   20  vols,  (1-20) 
and  11  trsb,  vols,  (1803-52),   Last  entry  1923. 

Transcript  and  record  of  treasurer's  deeds,  1803-1912,  showing  court  term,  date 
of  sales,  names  of  treasurer,  former  ovmer  and  buyer,  description  and  location 
of  property,  reason  for  sale,  amount  paid,  amount  of  debt,  dates  of  acknowledg- 
ment and  recording  and  signature  of  treasurer.  Also  contains:  Sheriff's  Deed 
Book,  1803-95,  entry  111,   Ther  have  been  no  county  treasurer's  sales  since  1912. 
Vol.  20  contains  also  about  five  entries  1913-23,  recording  deeds  for  properties 
sold  for  treasurers  of  municipalities.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   For  index 
sec  entries  112  and  115,  Hd?;.  Aver.  300  pp.   15  x  11  x  2-|-.   Off. 

115.  TREi'.SURER'S  DEED  BOOK  INDEX,  1803—,   6  vols.  (A-H,  1;  I-R,  1; 
S-Z,  1;  A-H,  2;  I-R,  2;  S-Z,  2).  Last  entry  1923. 

Index  to  treasurer's  deeds  recorded  in  Sheriff's  and  Treasurer's  Deed  Books,  show- 
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ing  names   of  purchaser,   warrantee,    and  treasurer,   with   date   of  his   bond,    and 
vol,   and  p.      Arr.    alph.   by   first   letter  of  surname   of  purchaser,    entries  made 
chron.      No    index.      Hdw,    on   ptd.    fm.    -\ver.    503   pp.    18  x   13  x  3.      Off. 

116.  AUDITOR'S    REPORTS    (Sheriff's    Sales),    1S40-1501.      2,000   records    in 
18  f.b.      1902—   in  Common  Pleas   Files,    entry   119. 

Auditors'    reports   on  distribution   of  funds  arising  from  sheriff's   sales,    shewing 
report  no,,    names    of  parties,    court  term  and  case  no.,   history   of  case,    amounts 
received  from  sale,    coses   and   fees,    disposition   of  balance,    and   signature   of 
auditor.      Arr.    num.   by    report   no.      No    index.      Typed   and  hdw.      9|-  x  4|-  x   IS-^. 
Proth,    bsmt.   vlt. 

117.  PRAECIPES    (Fiere   Facias),    1322-1913.      42,070   papers    in  42    f.b. 
1804-1905  clso   in  Miscellaneous     /rits    and   Judgm.ents,    entry   132; 
1914 —   in  Comrion   Pleas    Files,    entry   119. 

Writs    of  fiere  facias,    giving  n-imes    of  parties,    attorneys,   writ  no.,    court  term, 
date    returnable,    and   name   of  prothonotary.        Arr.    chron.    by  date    of   filing.      No 
index.      Hdw.,    and  hdw.    on  ptd.    fm.      9-1  x  4-J  x  13|.      1822-1902,    38   f.b.,    proth, 
bsmt.   vlt.;    1903—,    4   f.b.,    off. 

Bonds 
(See  also   entries    71,    170-175,    390) 

118.  BONDS  AND  OATHS,    1855-1901.      1,000   papers    in  4    f.b.      1902—    in 
Comriion  Pleas    Files,    entry   119. 

Oaths    of  public    officials,    and  bonds    posted  by  buyers    of  property  at    sheriff's 
sales;    oaths    show  date   svrorn,    signature    of  person  taking   oath,    date,    vol.    and 
p.    where    recorded    in  Commissions,    entrj--   71.      Bonds    show  name    of  person  bonded, 
date  and   amount   of  bond,    and   conditions    of  obligation.      Also  contains:     (Bonds 
of  Coiinty  Officials),    entry   390,      Arr.    chron.    by  d--.tc    of  filing.      No    index.    Hdw. 
on  ptd,    ftn.      9|-  x  4|-  x   13-1.      Proth.    bsmt.   vlt. 

Papers   and   Dockets 

119.  COlOfON  PLEAS  FILES,    1787—.    250,^00  papers    in  3,807    f.b. 
(lettered  by  court   term  and   case   nos . ) . 

All   papers    filed    in  casts  hcr.id    in  common   pleas   court,    except    liens,    showing 
court  term  and   no^    of  case,    date  and   character   of  paper,    names    of  parties   and 
attorneys,    offirjial   seals    and    signatiiros,    and  disposition   of  case.      Also  con- 
tains:     Appointments,    C'::nrirmatio-,is,    and  Approvals,  j.898 — ,    entry   75;    (Subpoenas, 
Praecipes,    and  Trial   Li.sts),,    1910--,    ontry   85;    auditor's    Reports    (Sheriff's 
Sales),    1902—,    entry  116:    Prasoip.is    (Fieri  Facias),    1914—,    entry  117;    Bonds 
and  Oc?.ths,    1902—,    entry   118:    Equitacs,    1707-1853,    entry   126;    Petitions   and 
Schedules    of  Insolvents,    1898 — .    entry   130;    iliscelianeous  V'Tits   and   Judgments, 
1906—,    entry   132;    Orphans'    Court   Legal  Adoptions,    1787-1924,    entry   246;    (Bonds 
of  County  Officials),    1902-30,    entry  390.      Arr.    chron.    by  court  term.      No   index. 
Hdw.,    hdw.    and  typed    on  ptd.    fm.    93-  x  4|  x   13^-.      1787-1396,    1,269   f.b.,    proth. 
bsmt.    vlt.;    1897--,    2,536  f.b.,    off. 

120.  CCorriNUMCE  DOCKET,    1737—.      402  vols.    (1-402). 

Record  of  all  proceedings   in  court   of  common  pleas,    including  admissions    of 
attorneys   to  the  bar.      Shows   court  term  and   case   no.,    names    of  parties,    attorneys 
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Kinds  of  suits  instituted,  dates  of  filing  papers,  entries  of  appearance,  with- 
drawals, writs  issued  with  returns  made,  court  rulings,  transcript  of  records, 
costs  and  fees,  judgine;its  entered  and  satisfied,  and  liens  obtained.   Also  con- 
tains: Appearance  Docl;et,  1333 — ,  entry  122;  Auditors'  Report  Docket,  1927 — , 
entry  162;  Adoption  Docket  1787-1924,  entrjr  247,  Arr,  chron.  by  term  of  court. 
For  index  see  entries  103,  106,  121.   Hdw.  and  typed.   Aver.  300  pp.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Off. 

121.  COr'TIMTAlvCE  DOCKET  IlIDEDC,  1787—.   104  vols,  (dated  and  labeled 
1-25,  chronologically  and  sub-divided  into  separate  alphabetical 
vols,  for  each  no.,  labeled,  in  turn,  A-Z  by  contained  letters 
of  alphabet) . 

Index  to  cases  recorded  in  Continuance  Docket,  shelving  names  of  parties,  court 
term,  case  no.,  vol.  and  p.   Also  contains:  Appearance  Docket  Index,  1883 — ,  entry 
123.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  defendants  and  plaintiffs,  entries 
made  chron.  Hdw.  Aver.  800  pp.  18  x  13  x  3.  Off. 

122.  Al^rEARAl'CE  DOCKET,  1795-1382.   205  vols,  (labeled  by  court  term). 
1833 — in  Continuance  Docket,  entry  120. 

Record  of  defendants  appearing  in  court,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  names 
of  parties,  Eimount  of  bail  posted,  ainount  of  costs  and  disposition  of  case.   Arr. 
chron.  by  term  of  court.   Hdw.   Aver,  200  pp.  13  x  9  x  1.   Off. 

125.   APPa\R.\NCE  DOCKET  DIDSX,  1795-1882,   177  vols.  (A-Z  by  contained  letters 
of  alphabet).   1683 — in  Continuance  Docket  Index,  entry  121. 
Index  to  Appearance  Docket,  showing  names  of  parties,  term  of  court  and  case  no. 
and  p.  Arr.  alph,  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  plaintiff,  entries  made  chron. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  Aver,  52  pp,  11  3/4  x  7^  x  ^.     Off. 

124.  CONTESTED  ELECTIONS,  1897-1917.  125  papers  in  6  f.b. 

Papers  filed  and  testimony  heard  in  contested  election  cases,  including  petitions, 
court  orders  for  respondents  to  answer,  respondents'  answering  affidavit,  appoint- 
ment of  examiners,  and  proceedings  of  trial.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  filing.  No 
:.   Typed  and  hdw.   Condition  fair.   10^  x  4^ 

125.  ARBITRi.TION  DOCKET,    1306—.      17  vols. 

Record  of  cases  settled  by  arbitration,  showing  names  of  parties  and  arbitrators, 
court  term  and  case  no.,  date  when  rule  to  choose  arbitrators  was  entered,  and 
date  and  place  of  meeting  as  fixed  by  prothonotary.  Arr,  chron.  oy   court  term. 
No  index.  Hdw.,  1806-36,  1840—;  hdw,  on  ptd.  fnu ,  1336-39,  Aver.  400  pp. 
15  X  11  X  2^.   Off. 

126.  EQUITIES,  1854—.   48,000  papers  in  209  f.b,  (labeled  by  court  term). 
1787-1853  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  119, 

Original  papers  in  equity  cases  such  as  bills  of  complaint,  answers,  and  decrees, 
showing  court  term  and  case  no,,  names  of  parties,  date  of  filing,  names  of  attor- 
neys, cause  of  actions,  prayers  for  relief,  ansvrers,  signatures  of  parties,  names 
and  seals  of  notoraries  public,  decrees  of  court,  date,  and  signature  of  judge. 
Arr.  chron,  by  term  of  court.  No  index,  Hdw,,  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm, ,  and  typed. 
10  X  5  X  13|.   1853-89,  30  f.b.,  proth.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1S90~,  179  f.b.,  off. 

127.  EQUITY  DOCKET,  1853—.   13  vols,  (1-12,  2  vols.  no.  1). 
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Record  of  proceedings  in  equity,  showing  names  of  parties,  attorneys,  court  term 
and  case  no.,  date  of  bill,  preliminary  objections,  amendments,  decree  and  date 
thereof,   .ilso  contains:  Partition  Docket,  1924--,  entry  153.   Arr.  chron.  by 
term  of  court.   Hdw.   Aver.  598  pp.  18  x  13  x  3.   Off. 

128.  EQUITY  DOC'IET  P'DEX,  1853—.   3  vols. 

Index  to  Equity  Docket,  giving  names  of  parties,  vol.  and  p.   Also  contains: 
Partition  Docket  Index,  1924 — ,  entry  134.   .irr.  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff,   Hdw. 
on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  700  pp.  18  x  13  x  3.   Off. 

129.  LUlvL.CY,  DIVORCE,  AND  INJUNCTION  INDEX,  1883--.   2  vols. 

Index  to  cases  of  persons  adjudged  insane  or  hr.bitual  drunkards,  restrained  by 
injunction,  and  granted  decrees  in  divorce,  showing  name  of  person,  court  term 
and  case  no.,  dates  of  adjudication,  grant  of  injunction  and  final  decree,  and 
vol.  and  p.  of  Equity   ocket,  entry  127.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  person,  entries  made  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  neme  of  person.   Hdw.  j\ver. 
400  pp.  15  X  II3  X  2|-.   Off. 

130.  PETITIOJ.^S  .JJD  SCHEDULES  OF  INSOLVENTS,  1607-97.   1,700  papers  in 
8  f.b.   1896--  in  Common  Picas  Files,  entry  119. 

Voluntary  petitions  in  insolvency,  giving  name  of  petitioner,  reason  for  petition, 
date  filed,  with  schedules  of  assets  and  liabilities,  showing  court  term  and  no., 
names  of  parties,  amounts  due,  nature  or  character  of  debt,  signature  of  debtor, 
and  nameP  of  witnesses.   Not  arr.   No  index.   Hdw.   9|-  x  4a  x  13^.   Proth.  bsmt. 
vlt. 

131.  COURT  MEl<50r..KUIv,  1877—.   3  vols.   Title  varies:  Judgment  -.nd 
Verdict,  1877-97,  1  vol. 

Note-  of  papers  received  by  prothonotary,  showing  date  received,  d-itc  of  entry, 
court  term,  and  case  no,,  name  of  parties,  n^.turc  of  casL,,  ?nd  wh^rc  recorded. 
..rr.  chron,  by  d'^tv.  of  entry.   No  index.   Hdvj-,   Aver,  300  pp.  9  x  15  x  2.   Off. 

132.  KISCELLT'EO'TS  Y/RITS  ..ND  JUDGMENTS,  1804-19:)5.   12,000  papers  in 
29  f.b.   1906--  in  Common  Pitas  Files,  entry  119. 

Original  writs  of  scire  facias,  capias  ad  satisfaciendum  and  roplv,vin,  and 
summons  in  assumpsit,  showing  names  of  parties,  attorneys,  court  term  and  case 
no.,  date  of  instrument,  and  disposition  of  case.   Also  contains:  Praecipes 
(Fieri  Facias),  entry  117.   iirr.  chron.  by  terra  of  court.   No  indi.x.   Hdw.  on 
ptd,  fm.   9|-  X  4s  X  13g%   Proth.  bsmt.  vlt. 

Partition 
(Sec  also  entries  240,  241) 

133.  P;j;'TITION  DOCKl.T,  1850-1923.   2  vols.   1924--  in  Equity  Docket, 
entry  127. 

Transcripts  of  papers  filed  in  partiti  n  in  common  picas  court,  giving  names  of 
claimants  and  attorneys,  court  term  and  case  no.,  description  of  property,  orders 
of  the  court,  decrees  with  purchases  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  docket,  vol.  and 
p.   x^rr.  chron.  by  term  of  court.   Hdw,   ..vcr.  560  pp.  17  x  111  x  2,   Off. 

134.  RvRTITION  DOCX  .T  If'DEX,  1850-1923.   3  vols.   1924—  in  Equity 
Docket  Index,  entry  128. 

Index  to  Partition  Docket,  giving  nam^.s  of  parties,  vol.  -^nd  p.   /.rr.  alph.  by 
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first  letter  of  surnnirn^  of  plnintiff,  cntri^  s  mndc  chron.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
Aver.  200  pp.  16  X  11  X  2.   Off. 

Ej&ctmcnt 

135.  EJECTLCl'T  DOCICbT,  1858  —  .   3  vols.  (1-3). 

Record  of  ejectment  suits  recorded  in  Continuance  Docket,  entry  120,  showing 
names  of  parties,  court  term  and  case  no.,  and  loc-tion  of  property.   Arr.  chron. 
by  term  of  court,   hdw.   Aver.  500  pp.  lli  x  16  x  Sg.   Off. 

136.  LJLCTi;LI>:T  DOCKET  IKDEX,  1858—.   1  vol. 

Index  to  Ejectment  Docket,  showing  names  of  parties,  location  of  property,  vol. 
and  p.  where  description  of  property  is  recorded  in  Continuance  Docket,  entry 
120,  and  vol.  and  p.  in  Ejectment  Docket.   Arr.  alph.  under  first  letter  of  sur- 
name of  defendant,  entries  made  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  surna^re  showing  given 
name.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   80  3  pp.  14  x  18  x  3.   Off. 

Naturalization 
(See  also  entries  204-208) 

137.  RECOFD  Of  DLCLARaTION  OF  INTEJITION,  N  .TTJPALIZ-.TION  S1.RVICE, 
UNITED  3T..TE.i  DEP;.RTJ.:ETT  OE  L\p0R,  Nov.  1912—.   53  vols. 
1787-1906  in  Naturalization  Files,  entry  139. 

Original  affidavit  and  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  showing  date 
of  declaration,  name,  address,  age,  and  physical  description  of  alien,  place  and 
date  of  birth,  last  foreign  residence,  ports  of  emigration  and  entry,  name  of 
vessel,  date  of  arrival,  marital  status,  o-th  of  allegiance,  signatures  of  declar- 
ant and  pr  >thonotary,  and  Si^al  of  deputy.   ;.lso  contains:  Allen  Files,  Declara- 
tions, entry  204.   .irr.  chron.  by  date  of  decl'^ration.   Indexed  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  d:clarant.   Por  separate  ind^x,  see  entry  140.   Hdw.  on  ptd. 
fm.   Aver,  500  pp.  lli  x  9^  x  2.   Off. 

138.  PETITION  ;.ND  Pe.CORD,  NATUF  \IJZATION  SERVICE,  TOUTED  STATES  DEPAPT- 
1:ENT  of  LABOR,  ■'ov.  1912—.   82  vols.  (1-82).   1787-1906  in 
Naturalization  Files,  entry  139. 

Record  of  petitions  for  citizenship,  certificates  of  arrival,  and  triplicate  copy 
of  declaration  of  intention.   Petitions  show  serial  no.,  address  of  ali'.n  »  occu- 
pation, place  and  date  of  birth,  rac.,,  marital  status,  name,  date  and  place  of 
birth  of  spouse,  ni^ber,  plrce>and  date  of  birth  of  children,  last  foreign  address j 
port  of  emigration  and  arrival,  record  of  residence  in  the  United  States  mth 
signatures  of  witnesses,  names  used  by  alien  "it  time  of  immigration,  change  of 
name,  if  any,  „irth  of  allegiance,  signature  of  petitioner,  disposition  of  case, 
and  no.  of  certificate  of  citizenship.   Certificate  of  arrival  shov;s  date  and  no. 
of  certificate,  pirt  and  date  of  arrival,  m'^nner  of  arrival,  and  name  of  commis- 
sioner jf  n^-turalization.   Copy  of  declar'-^tion  of  inti^ntion  shows  date  of  declara- 
tion, name  and  birthplace  of  alien,  and  file  no.   Also  contains:   Naturalization 
Docket,  entry  208.   Jirr.  chron.  by  date  of  petition.   For  index  see  entry  140. 
Typed  on  ptd.  fm.  furnished  by  United  States  Bureau  of  Naturalization.   Aver.  250 
pp.  14  X  11  X  3.   Off. 

139.  NATUrA.LIZ.LTIOE  FILES,  1787-Sopt.  1906,  Nov.  1912--.   25,000 
papers  in  109  f.b.   Recorns  Oct.  1906-Oct.  1912  are  located  in 
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Scranton,  where  the  naturalization  Court  sat  during  that  period. 
Certificates  of  adniission  to  citizensnip,  shov;in^  petition  no.,  nair.e  and  address 
of  petitioner,  date  and  place  ot  birth,  date  of  arrival,  port  of  entry,  naiLe  of 
ship,  nances,  a^es,  and  dates  of  birth  of  v;ife  and  children,  signatures  of  appli- 
cant and  prothonotary  ana  oath  of  allegiance.   Also  contains;  Record  of  Declara- 
tion of  Intention,  Naturalization  Service,  United  States  Department  of  Labor, 
1787-1906,  entry  137,  Petition  and  Record,  N-^turalization  Service,  United  States 
Department  of  Labor,  1767-1906,  entry  138,  Alien  Files,  .-Ldii.xssions  1912  — ,  entry 
206.  x^rr.  alph.  by  name  of  petitioner.   Hdw.,  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  10  x  5  x  13-g-. 
Off.;  1868,  I'f.b,,  proth.  bsn.t .  vlt . 

1850-1906  record  Kept  concurrently  v/ith  entries  204,205,  but  does  not  cover 
same  cases. 

140.  IND'^X  TO  NATURALIZATION  RECORDS,  1787-Sept.  1906,  Nov.  1912--. 

4  vols.  (A-Z  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet)  and  13  trsb.  vols, 
and  1  trsb.  f.b.  entitled;  Alien  DocKet,  .T.druiS3ions  and  Declaration, 
1803-85,  6  vols..  Alien  Docket,  Declarations,  1853-1900,  3  vols.j 
Alien  Docket,  ndnassions,  1853-1900,  3  vols.,  and  1  f.b.j  Natural- 
ization Docket,  1900-1906,  1  vol. 
Index  to  all  naturalization  records,  snov/in^  njd.ie   of  alien,  file  no.,  nativity,  and 
dates  of  declaration  and  admission.   1912 —  includes  record  vol.  and  p.   Trsb. 
vols,  although  called  "dockets"  are  actually  indexes.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
alien.   Typed  on  ptd.  fm.  Vols.  aver.  590  pp.  9  x  13  x  2+;  f.b.  9-|  x  4^  x  13^. 
Off. 

141.  DEPOSITIONS,  1930--.   250  papers  in  2  f.b. 

Petitions  of  aliens  to  district  director  of  naturalization  that  depositions  be 
taKen  as  to  petitioners'  qualifications  for  citizenship  accompanied  by  the 
depositions  taken.   Petitions  show  naturalization  no.,  names  and  addresses  oi 
tv/o  persons  sworn  to  testify  in  alien's  behalf,  tneir  age  and  occupation,  si,3na- 
ture  and  address  of  alien,  initials  of  naturalization  examiner.   Depositions 
show  date  and  piace  of  examination,  testimony  taken,  and  signature  of  naturali- 
zation exananer.  Arr.  num.  by  naturalization  no.   No   inaex.   Typea  on  ptd.  fm. 
10  x  5  X  13-I-.   Off. 

142.  FINhL  HEARINJ  i,I5T,  1937  —  .   50  papers  in  1  f.b. 

Lists  of  aliens  called  for  final  hearing  in  re  naturalization,  showing  alien's 
name  and  address,  and  petition  no.  Also  letters  from  United  States  Department 
of  Labor,  authorizing  court  to  notify  petitioners  of  final  hearing.   Letters 
show  petition  no.,  date  of  hearing.   Not  arr.   No.  index.   Typed.   10  x  5  x  13^. 
Off. 

Appropriations 

143.  STATE  APPROPRI-iTION  DOC;<ST,  1916—.   1  vol. 

Record  of  appropriations  to  institutions  partly  supported  by  the  Cor^.onwealth, 
showing  court  ten;,  and  certificate  of  lien  containing  name  of  deputy  Auditor 
aeneral  and  prothonotary,  copy  of  act  creating  appropriation,  and  the  amount 
thereof,  description  and  location  of  property  owned  by  institution  which  by 
law  becomes  encum.bered  by  lien  in  amount  of  appropriation,  averment  of  owner- 
ship of  and  title  in  name  of  institution,  acceptance  of  grant  by  institution 
within  sixty  days  of  approval  of  same  by  governor,  order  froi..  deputy  Auditor 
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General  to  prothonotary  to  record  lion  in  favor  of  Commonwealth,  and  date  of  fil- 
ing. Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  filing.   No  index.   Typed,   134  pp.  18  x  13  x  ^,   Off, 

Dependents  and  Delinquents 
(See  also  entries  198,  199,  278) 

144.  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITATION  FOR  INSTITUTIONS  CARING  FOR 
DEPENDENT,  NEGLECTED,  AND  DELINQUENT  CHILDREN,  1908-15.   1  vol. 

Reports  of  the  special  board  appointed  to  visit  Pennsylvania  institutions,  show- 
ing location  of  institution  inspected,  description  of  buildings,  no,  and  type  of 
wards,  occupations  assigned,  and  educational  facilities,  statement  as  to  ventila- 
tion, sanitation,  and  lighting  conditions,  and  names  of  members  of  the  board  mak- 
ing survey.  Newspaper  clippings  of  the  reports  pasted  in  back  of  book,  Arr, 
chron,  by  date  of  survey»  No  index,  Hdw.   350  pp.  18  x  12  x  2,  Off. 

Conditional  Sales 
(See  also  entries  224-227) 

145.  CONDITIONAL  SALES  AGREEME1\IT ,  1926--.  20,300  papers  in  58  f.b. 
Papers  in  conditional  sales,  such  as  agreements  and  releases.  Agreements  show 
names  and  addresses  of  buyer  and  seller,  items  purchased,  cost,  conditions  of 
agreement.  Releases  shovi  names  of  buyer  and  seller,  date  agreement  filed  vri.th 
prothonotary,  amoimts  paid  to  seller,  date  of  release,  and  notarial  seal,  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw,  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  10  x  5  x  13-|-. 
Off. 

146.  CONDITIONAL  SALES  DOCKET,  1925  —  .   9  vols.  (1-9). 

Record  of  conditional  sales,  showing  names  and  addresses  of  vendor  and  vendee, 
date  of  contracts,  conditions,  date  and  hour  filed,  file  no.,  unpaid  balance, 
date  of  renewal  and  date  of  expiration.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.  Indexed  by 
name  of  vendor.  Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm.  Aver.  500  pp.  18  x  13  x  3.  Off. 

Fictitious  Names 

147.  FICTITIOUS  NM1ES,  PETITIONS,  1917—.   7  f.b. 

Petitions  to  conduct  business  under  assumed  name,  showing  names  and  addresses  of 
all  parties  owning  business,  trade  name,  type  of  business,  vol.  and  p.  where 
recorded  in  entiy  148,  business  address,  name  of  agent  through  whom  business  will 
b'„-  conducted,  signatures  of  all  parties  interested  and  affidavit,  with  signature 
of  affiant  and  notarial  seal.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Typed  on 
ptd.  fm.  10  X  5  X  13|.  Off. 

148.  FICTITIOUS  NAIjIES  IN  BUSINESS,  1917—.   4  vols,  (1-4). 

Record  of  persons  conducting  business  under  a  fictitious  name,  showing  names  and 
addresses  of  parties  ovming  business,  trade  name,  nature  and  location  of  business, 
name  of  agent,  if  any,  through  whom  business  will  be  conducted,  affidavit  with 
signatures  of  affiant,  prothonotary  and  notarial  seal.  Arr.  chron,  by  date  of 
entry.   Indexed  by  fictitious  name.   Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm.  Aver,   504  pp,   18  x  IS-g-  x 
2i,   Off, 
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Licenses 
(Set.  also  entries  209-212,  281,  282,  364-372) 

149.  MEDICAL  REGISTER,  1881  —  .   4  vols.  (1-3,  2  vols.  no.  l). 

Register  of  physicians  and  surgeons,  showing  n^-me,  address,  birthplace,  record 
of  education  and  training,  degrees  aivrirded,  d^^te  of  issuance  of  license,  place 
of  practice,  and  date  of  affidavit  before  prothonotary.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of 
entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  none  of  doctor.  E&v.      \vtr,    300  pp.  16  x  11  x  2.   Off. 

150.  DENT;xL  REGISTER,  1853—.   2  vols. 

Register  of  dentists,  shjxving  name,  residence,  birthplace,  record  of  education 

and  training,  degrees  awarded,  date  jf  issuance  of  license,  date  of  affidavit 

before  prothonotary.  Arr.  chron.  by  '"'ate  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 

dentist.   Hdw.   Aver.  300  pp.  14  x  10  x  2.   Off. 

151.  OSTEJP-.THIC  REGISTER,  1910--.   1  vol. 

Register  of  osteopaths,  shov;ing  name  and  address,  birthplace,  record  of  edu- 
cation and  training,  degrees  granted,  no.  of  license  granted  by  State  Board  of 
Medical  Education  and  Licensure,  and  attestation  by  prothonotary.   ^rr.  chron. 
by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  osteopath,  liivr.    on  ptd.  fm.   200  pp. 
16|-  X  ll|-  X  2.   Off. 

152.  OPTOMETRY  REGISTER,  1918—.   1  vol. 

Register  of  optometrists,  showing  name,  residence,  date  of  issuance  of  certifi- 
cate, with  vol.  and  p.  v^erc  recorded  by  State  Board  of  Optometrical  Examiners 
and  attestation  by  prothonotary  v/ith  affidavit  no.  and  signature  of  optometrist. 
Arr,  num.  by  affidavit,  no.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  optometrist.   Hdw.  on 
ptd.  fm.   200  pp.  17  x  13  X  l^:      Off. 

153.  MIDWIFE  REGISTER,  1913-30.   1  vol.   Discontinued  as  county  record; 
subsequent  records  kept  by  State  Board  of  i^edical  Education  and 
Licensure. 

Register  of  midwives,  sho^vlng  name,  address,  certificate  no.,  file  no.  of 
registry,  affidavit  of  qualification  before  prothonotary,  date  of  certificate 
granted  by  State  Board  of  Medical  Education  and  Licensure.   Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  mi-hvife.   Kdv,  on  ptd.  fm.   200  pp. 
16|  X  12|-  X  li.   Off. 

154.  VETERBUlRY  MEDICAL  REGISTER,  1889--.   1  vol.   Erst  entry  1922. 
Register  of  veterinarians,  showing  the  name,  residence,  birthplace,  schools 
attended,  dates  of  attendance,  degrees  a-vvarded,  date  of  issuance  of  license, 
place  of  practice,  and  date  of  affidavit  before  prothonotary.   Arr.  chron,  by 
date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  veterinarian.   Hdw.   300  pp. 

16i-  X  12i-  X  li-.   Off. 

155.  AUTO  REGISTRY,  LUZERI^IE  COUHTY,  1903-5.   1  vol.   Discontinued. 
Record  of  automobiles  registered, consisting  of  stub  from  which  certificate  of 
registration  is  taken,  showing  name  and  address  of  owner,  name  of  manufacturt.r, 
manufacturer's  and  registration  nos,,  date,  and  signature  of  prothonotary. 

Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  ov/ner.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
247  pp.  6  x  12  X  lo-.   Off. 
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Pr:ithDnote,ry   of  the   C-jurt    of  CDimnon    Ple-.s    -   Accounts;    Fiduciaries'  (156-162) 

Accounts 


Accounts 
(Sec  also  entry  416) 

156.  L-DG..S,  1913-14,  1926—.   10  vols. 

Daily  rccorc  ^f  cash  receipts,  shovri-ug  source,  amount  received,  and  service 
rendered,   .irr.  chr.m.  by  date  of  entry.   N)  indi.x.   rldxv.   Aver.  472  pp. 
14  X  19  X  2.   1913-14,  1  v.il.,  proth.  bsint.  vlt.;  1926—,  9  vjIs.,  off. 

157.  PROTHOrOTARY'S  FEH  BOOK,  1877--.   61  vols. 

Monthly  record  of  fees  r-eceivcd  in  pr  jthonotary's  office,  chargeable  to  c  junty 
and  state,  sh^iYing  date,  c  5Urt  terr:  and  case  n;).,  type  of  service,  and  amount 
of  fccs  received,   .a'r.  chron.  by  date  jf  receipt.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fn. 
.iver.  250  pp.  18  x  13  x  2.   Off. 

158.  TRUL  LIoT  DI.P03IT  LLDGi^R,  ]  830-82,  1928—,   2  vols. 

^iccjunt  b3ok  of  money  paid  into  ciurt,  3havri.ng  name  of  person  mak'ng  payment, 
names  of  parti':.s  involv.;d,  date,  anjunt,  ;;nd  disposition  by  court  order.   Arr. 
chr^n.  by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  jf  depositor,   Kdv;,   Aver. 
120  :.p.  13  X  8  X  3/4,  "  Jff, 

159.  COST  DOCKLT  OFFICLi  190,  LUZLRUC  COU?iTY,  1910-13,   1  vol. 
Discontinu>,d . 

Record  of  filing  f.:cs  paid  by  attorneys,  and  a  record  of  money  returned  to 
attorneys  v'ho   have  paid  same  into  court,  shoving  date  and  amount  received,  court 
term  end  case  no.,  amount  piaid  out,  name  of  payee,  and  reason  for  payment.   Arr, 
chron.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index,   Ildw.  on  ptd,  fm.   200  pp.  18  x  12  x  1. 
Proth.  bsm.t.  vlt. 

160.  LLDGLR  (La\-/ers'  Accounts),  1890-97.   1  v->l.   Discontinued. 
Record  of  moneys  lui,  |.rothonotary  fror''.  lavj^'.-rs  xj-hj   have  a  charge  account  for 
i-robhonotary 's  fucs,  shox'xing  date,  n' me  of  attorney,  names  of  parties,  court 
terra  and  case  n).,  am.ount  and  tot'.l  of   credits  and  debits.   A.rr.  chron.  by  ^''ate 

of  entry  of  accounts.   Indexed  alph.  by  n-mc  of  attorney.   Hdw.  373  pp.  12  x  8  x  1. 
Off. 

FiduciariL^s '  Ace  ounts 
(See  also  entries  229-231) 

161.  JiCCOMTS  DOCKETS,  1882-1924.   2  vols.   Discontinued, 

Record  .)f  accounts  filed  by  executors,  trustees,  '.nd  guardians  of  ..states  in- 
volved in  civil  actions,  also  controller's  ':rjl   lunacy  comm.ittee  reports,  shaxving 
date  filed,  nam^s  of  parties  and  coiTimittees,  value  of  estate,  receipts,  expendi- 
tures, and  balance,  and  date  approved  by  court,   .'.rr.  chron.  by  date  of  recording. 
No  index.  F.dvi,      Aver.  508  pp.  16  x  12^-  x  2l.      Off. 

162.  AITDITORS'  IffiPORT  DOCKAT,  1841-1926.   6  vols.   (1-6).   1927  — 
in  Continuance  D.icket,  entry  120. 

Reports  of  auditors  to  common  pleas  ciurt  on  closed  banks,  estates  involved  in 
litigation,  bankruptcy  and  lunacy  proc.  ,din/  s,  shov.dng  court  term  and  case  no., 
names  of  parties,  claims  allo-wed,  court  orders  and  rules,  financial  statement, 
name  if  auditor,  amount  of  fee,  and  confirmation  of  report  by  the  court.   Arr. 


Pr^thDiutary  of  the  Court  of  Coni.ion  Pleas  -  Eocuipts  for  Psi;crs;        (163-169) 
Miscellaneous 


chron.  by  -.^ntc  of  entry.   1841-49,  indexed  o.lph.  by  name  of  estnte,  etc.;  for 
index  1850-1926,  see  entry  163.   Hdw.   Aver.  700  pp.  18|-  x  ISg-  x  3.   Off. 

163.  AUDITORS'  PJ;PORT  DOCiCT  INDLX,  1850-1926.   1  vol. 

Index  to  Auditors'  Report  Docket,  shovang  name  of  estnte,  bank,  ^r  bankrupt, 
vol.  and  p.  .Irr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnano  of  party,  entries  made 
chron.   Hdw.   500  pp.  15  x  12  x  3.   Off. 

R  ceipts  for  Papers 

164.  RECr;iPT  BOOK,  1845-77.   2  vdIs.   Discontinued. 

Record  of  court  ^^.apers  borrowed  from  and  returned  to  the  proth  jnotary,  giving 
names  :>f   parties,  court  term  an''  case  no.,  paper  taken,  dates  taken  and  re- 
turned, and  signature  of  borrov/er.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index. 
Hdw.   .,ver.  150  pp.  13  x  13|  x  1.   Off. 

165.  Ri:CEIPT  FOR  PJJvlFHLLT  LAWS,  1895-97.   1  vol.   Discontinued. 

Record  of  distribution  of  pamphlet  lavrs ,    shov,rin£  name,  position,  and  address, 
of  official  receiving  laws,  and  name  of  person  delivering  sane.   Arr.  alph.  by 
nanc  of  municipalities,  entries  made  chron.   No  index.   Hdw.   125  pp.  8|-  x  5  x  1, 
Off. 

Miscellaneous 

166.  SEjiRCH  ORDERS,  1910—.   2,300  papers  in  2  f.b.  and  10  bdl. 
Requ^^sts  by  sh^.riff,  attorneys,  and  individuals,  for  search  of  pr  )thonotary's 
files  for  specified  information,  giving  name  of  person  requesting  search,  and 
infjrmation  given,   -^rr.  chron.  by  date  of  search  order.   No  index,   Hdw,,  typed, 
and  hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm,   F.b.  10  x  i-  x  13o;  bdl.  9  x  43  x  5,   1910-35, 

10  bdl.,  proth.  bs  .t.  vlt.;  1922  —  ,  2  f.b.,  off. 

167.  MISCELLiNEOUo  RECORDS,  1''21  — .   1  vol. 

Lists  of  new  trials,  trials  without  jury,  an.l  current  motions  made,  shjmng  names 
of  parties,  court  term  and  case  ns.,  and  p.  vhere  recorded  in  Minute  Book,  entry 
107.   ii.rr,  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   250  pp. 
12  X  9  X  l|.   Off. 

168.  INSPECTION  REPORTS  (Grand  Army  of  the  Republic),  1882-83. 
450  papers  in  1  f.b. 

Reports  to  prothonotary  by  assistant  inspector.  Grand  Army  of  the  Re:..ublic,  De- 
partment of  Pennsylvania  on  condition  of  various  G.A.R.  ^yosts,  giving  number  of 
members,  post  no.,  uniforms  and  oquipmont,  statement  of  financial  condition  of 
each  post,  date  of  report,  and  signature  of  inspector,   Arr.  by  no.  of  post.   No 
index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   9g-  x  4o  x  13o-,   Proth,  bsmt.  vlt, 

169.  MT.  LOOKOUT  COAL  CO.,  1913-14.   5  vols. 

Record  of  litigation  involving  the  Mt.  Lookout  dal  Co.,  giving  names  of  parties, 
attorneys,  nature  of  complaint,  date  filed,  date  of  trial,  court  term  and  case  no,; 
testimony  taken,  names  of  judges  and  disposition  of  case.   Arr,  chron.  by  date  of 
entry.   No  index.   Hdw.,  typed,  and  ptd.   Aver,  450  pp.   8  x  13o-  x  3,   Proth.  bsmt. 
vlt. 


(Next  -.ntry  170,  p.  92) 


V.   CLERK  OF  COURTS  OF  CiU..RTER  SEnCIONC  .11©  OYER  /JID  TERMII\fER 


The  office  of  clL.rl:  of  courts  v.t-s  brought  to  ;jiorica  by  colonists  fron 
England  (1).  Under  the  Dulcc  of  York's  la^.vs  provisions  vrore  nadc  for  a  sessions 
court  having  both  cri;:inal  and  civil  jurisdiction,  and  a  clerk  -vvas  appointed  to 
keep  the  records  of  tlio  businuss  of  tliis  court  in  English  (2),  This  provision 
established  the  basis  for  the  keeping  of  court  records  in  Pennsylvania.  ViTith 
the  establishr.icnt  of  separate  courts  having  crininal  and  civil  jurisdiction 
and  the  devclopnent  of  the  judicial  systcn,  the  burden  of  keeping  the  records 
of  each  court  Y;as  delegated  to  the  clerk  of  courts  and  the  prothonotary 
respectively  (3)  (see  Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Conrion  Pleas  and  Govcrn- 
nental  Organization  nnd  Records  Systen). 

At  the  tine  of  the  erection  of  Luzerne  County  in  1786  the  office  of  clerk 
of  courts  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  teminer  r/as  conbincd  with  the 
office  of  prothonotary  and  clerk  of  orphans'  court  (4),  This  conbination  of 
offices  Y/as  recognized  by  the  Act  of  1839  (5)  and  continued  until  1849  when  the 
office  of  prothonotary  vius    separated  fron  that  of  clerk  of  courts  of  quarter 
sessions  and  oyer  and  teminer  and  clerk  of  orphans'  court  (6),   In  1874  a 
separate  orphans'  court  vms  established  in  Luzerne  County  (7)  and  the  office 
of  clerk  of  orphans'  court  v^as  separated  fron  that  of  clerk  of  courts  of 
quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terriiner  and  conbined  vdth  that  of  register  of 
vri.lls  (8). 

The  clerk  of  th^  courts  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terr.iiner  vjas  an 
appointive  officer  until  the  Constitution  of  1838  provided  that  he  be  elected 
for  a  tern  of  three  years  (9).  His  tenure  ronained  the  sane  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  1874  but  V1Q.S   increased  to  four  years  by  anendnent  of  1909  (lO). 
Before  assuning  office,  the  clerk  nust  take  an  oath  of  office  and  give  a 
bond  (11).  He  receives  a  salary,  office  space,  and  supplies  fron  the  county. 
His  office  is  on  the  first  floor  of  the  courthouse. 


1-  Sir  Frederick  Pollock  and  Frederic  Willian  Ma it land,  ;.  History  of 
English  La-;;  before  the  Tine  of  Edrrard  I,  Canbridgc,  1895,  I,  184.   2-  G»E. 
HovvTird,  An  Introduction  to  the  "Local  Constitutional  History  of  the  United 
States,  Daltii.iore,  1389,  I,  370.   3-  Lav/rencc  Lems,  Jr.,  ''The  Courts  of 
Pennsj'-lvania  in  the  Seventeenth  Century",  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and 
Biography,  Philadelphia,  1881;  lY.H.  Loyd,  Early  Courts  of  Pennsylvania,  Boston, 
1910,  p.  24.   4-  Stevrart  Pearcc,  Annals  of  Luzerne  County,  Philadelphia,  1866, 
p.  240.   5-  1839  PL  559  s  1.  6-  1849  PL  581  s  4.'  7-'l874  PL  206  s  3,  4  rep. 
1917  PL  365  s  24  recn.  in  s  1  (b).   8-  1874  PL  206  s  5j  1887  PL  22  s  1;  1897 
PL  35  s  1}  1909  PL  431  s  1;  1915  PL  41  s  1;  1917  PL  363  s  8  (a);  1921  PL 
1108  s  1;  1923  PL  317  s  1;  1927  PL  717  s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  221,  222;  1929 
PL  1653  s  1.   .vll  these  acts  were  rep.  1931  PL  401  s  26  but  reon.  in  s  231. 
1933  PL  950  s  1.  9-  Const,  of  1833,  ..rt.  VI  s  3.   10-  Const.,  Art.- XIV 
s  2,   10-  Const.,  Art.  XIV  s  2  as  an.  1909.   11-  1854  PL  '6'6'i   s  76;  1929 
PL  1278  s  53,  225. 
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Clerk  of  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  and  (Next  entry  170,  p.  92) 

Oyer  and  Tcrr.iincr 

The  highly  varied  duties  of  the  clerk,  sons  prescribed  by  statute  and 
sone  developed  as  a  natter  of  custom,  nay  bo  divided  into  tv/o  nain  groups. 
Prinarily,  he  is  the  clerk  of  crininal  courts,  but  he  nust  also  perfom  duties 
relative  to  the  niscellancous  civil  jurisdiction  vested  in  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions. 

As  Clerk  of  the  Crininal  Courts 

The  clerk  prepares  and  keeps  the  trial  lists,  affixes  the  seal  of  the  court 
to  processes  and  exonplifications  of  records,  and  signs  avsirds  and  decrees  of 
court;  in  general,  he  keeps  all  pcpors  filed  in  court  proceedings  (12).  He 
has  the  pokier  to  administer  oaths  in  conducting  the  business  of  his  office  (13). 

The  clerk  issues  to  the  sheriff  and  corxiissioners,  v/rits  coixianding  then 
to  inpanel,  and  the  sheriff  to  sunnon  the  juries  (14:)»  A  list  of  persons  dravm 
for  jury  service  is  filed  with  hin  (15).   In  trials  vn.thout  a  jury  the  written 
decision  of  the  court  is  filed  with  the  clerk,  ivho  notifies  the  parties  (16). 

Except  in  cases  where  the  defendant  is  charged  vdth  treason  or  honicido, 
the  clerk  is  authorized  to  take  bail  and  approve  bonds,  if  the  judges  are 
unable  to  attend  to  these  duties  (17).  Also,  he  accepts  bonds  filed  in  appeals 
(18),  and  forwards  to  the  appellate  court  a  record  of  all  appeals  taken  (19). 

The  clerk  nust  forvnrd  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Conr.iomvoalth  an  annual 
detailed  statement  of  the  crininal  business  of  the  court  (20);  to  the 
Secretaru  of  Revenue  the  naj.ies  of  all  offenders  against  the  Motor  Vehicle 
Code  (21);  to  the  Governor  a  copy  of  the  record  in  cases  ivhere  there  has  been 
a  death  sentence  (22).  He  nust  forvvard  monthly  to  the  wardens  of  the  state 
penitentiaries  a  list  of  all  convicts  corjiitted  on  the  indotominate  plan  (23). 
He  nust  furnish  a  record  of  the  trial  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  a  crir.nnal 
sentenced  to  the  Pcrjasylvania  Industrial  Ref orr.iatory  at  Huntingdon  (24); 
notify  the  superintendent  of  the  State  Industrial  Hone  for  Y/onen  at  Muncy  of 
sentences  to  the  hone,  and  furnish  a  record  of  the  cases  to  the  agent  sent  for 
the  prisoners  (25).  The  reports  of  the  prison  corT;.issioncrs  are  filed  vdth 
the  clerk  (26),  who  nust  also  keep  a  record  of  transferred  prisoners  (27),  and 
of  all  executions  of  crininals  (20), 

The  court  of  quarter  sessions  sits  as  a  juvenile  court  in  Luzerne  County, 


12-  1834  PL  333  s  45-77.   13-  1834  PL  333  s  77;  1^50  PL  l'^-.  -s  1  rep.  except 
as  to  first  class  counties,  1929  PL  1278  s  1051  but  reen.  in  s  226,   14-  1834 
PL  333  s  108.   15-  1925  PL  244  s  5  an.  1929  PL  495  s  1  further  ar.u  1937  PL 
2782  s  3.  16-  1874  PL  109  s  2;  1935  PL  640  s  1.   17-  1377  PL  3  s  1.   18-  1897 
PL  67  s  5.   19- Ibid.,  s  2.   20-  1847  PL  172  s  2.   21-  1929  PL  905  s  614;  1931 
PL  751  s  2;  1935  PL  331  s  1.   22-  1860  PL  382  s  75;  1913  PL  528  s  2;  1925 
PL  759  s  1.   23-  1909  PL  495  s  7;  1911  PL  1055  s  7,  partially  supp.  1913 
PL  532  s  1.   24-  1887  PL  63  s  8.   25-  1913  PL  1311  s  18.   26-  1868  PL  917 
s  2  art,  I.   27-  1923  PL  1044  s  5.  28-  1913  PL  528  s  6, 
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and  the  clerk  nust  keep  separate  rucords  of  the  proceedings  in  juvenile  cases  (29). 

Civil  Duties 

The  clork  has  the  povror  to  take  acknov:lodgr:ents  of  deeds  (30),  For  r.iany 
years  he  had  duties  rvjlating  to  elections  (31),  which  yrere  taken  over  by  the 
county  board  of  elections  in  1937  (32)  (see  County  Board  of  Elections).  Under 
the  act  of  1937  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  still  has  sone  jurisdiction  over 
natters  pertaining  to  cloctions  and  the  papers  in  such  proceedings  vdll  be 
found  anong  the  records  of  tho  clerk. 

The  clerk  is  required  to  file  papers  and  record  natters  pertaining  to  pro- 
ceedings in  the  construction  and  inprovonent  of  roads  and  bridges  (33). 

In  Luzerne  County,  petitions  for  the  appointnont  of  vicvrcrs  to  appraise 
danages  caused  by  luiiben.ien  passing  over  iminprovcd  lands  in  the  course  of  their 
business,  arc  filed  \\dth  the  clerk  (34). 

He  certifies  to  the  Departnent  of  High\mys  and  the  Secretary  of  Intonial 
Affairs  the  cstablishnent  of  all  nevj-  tovvnships  (35)  and  boroughs  (36).  Con- 
nissions  appointed  to  alter  any  county  line,  deposit  copies  of  their  reports 
with  the  clerk,  v\rho,  upon  confirnation  by  the  court,  certifies  one  of  the  copies 
and  transmits  it  to  the  Secretary-  of  Internal  j.ffairs  (37). 

i;.pplicctions  for  delJectivc  licenses  (38),  bolter  and  baker  brand  narks  (39), 
and  bonds  of  v/holesalc  liquor  dealers  (40),  peddlers  (41),  constables  (42),  and 
tax  collectors  (43)  are  filed  vrith  the  clerk,  \\rho  also  issues  stallion  licenses 
follov/ing  the  filing  of  their  pedigrees  (44),  grants  licenses  to  ha\iicers  and 
peddlers  of  clocks  and  tinvmres  (45)  and  at  the  close  of  each  tern,  transnits 
to  the  j.uditor  General  a  list  of  persons  to  when  peddler's  licenses  have  been 


29-  1901  PL  279  s  3  rep.  1903  PL  274  s  12  but  reen.  in  s  1.   1903  rep.  1933 
PL  1433  s  28  but  reen.  in  s  1-3.   30-  1775,  1  Sn  L  422  s  1;  1893  PL  108  s  1. 
31-  1717,  II  St.  at  L,  175  s  1  (obsolete);  1799,  3  Sn  L  340  s  13  rep,  1839  PL 
519  s  174;  1840  PL  683  s  9;  1906  PL  78  s  6  rep.  1937  PL  1333  s  1901.   32-  1937 
PL  1333.   33-  1699  Charter  and  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  recn.  1700,  II  St.  at  L.  63; 
1700,  1  Dall  16;  1302,  3  Sn  L  512  s  22;  1836  PL  551  aj:i,  1907  PL  523  s  1;  1895 
PL  336  s  1  an.  1905  PL  290  s  1  an.  1909  PL  527  s  1,  sup.  1911  PL  244  s  1  an.  1919 
PL  918  s  1  rep,  1929  PL  1273  s  1051  but  recn.  in  s  751,  871,  893;  1909  PL  142 
s  2;  1923  PL  498  s  201;  1927  PL  137  s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  752;  1931  PL  401  s  1. 
34-  1871  PL  868  s  1,  2,  extended  to  Luzerne  County  1873  PL  634.   35-  1925  PL  359 
No.  211  s  1  rep.  as  to  first  class  tovmships  1931  PL  1206  s  3501  but  roen.  in 
s  208,  216,  235,  rep.  as  to  second  class  townships  1933  PL  103  s  2101  but  roen. 
in  E  211,  226,  240,  and  an.  1937  PL  2798  s  211.   36-  1925  PL  359  No.  211  s  1 
rop.  as  to  boroughs  by  1927  PL  519  s  3301  but  recn.  in  s  210.   37-  1876  PL  143 
s  4.   33-  1887  PL  173' s  2.   39-  1724,  IV  St.  at  L.  3  s  1,   40-  1891  PL  257  s  3; 
1901  PL  124  s  2.   41-  1784,  2  Sn  L  99;  1799,  3  Sn  L  359;  1830  PL  147  s  1. 
42-  1834  PL  537  s  112.   43-  1G85  PL  187  s  Z     :...   ie09  PL  474  s  1  rep.  as  to  tovm- 
ships 1917  PL  840  s  1500  and  as  to  boroughs  1927  PL  519  s  5301.  44-  1893 
PL  37  s  1.   45-  1830  PL  39  s  2. 
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granted  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  (46)« 

Before  the  advent  of  prohibition,  liquor  licenses  v;erc  {^ranted  by  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions,  and  copies  of  these  licenses  are  found  ar.iong  the 
records  of  the  clerk.  Since  the  repeal  of  prohibition,  all  r.iatters  pertaining 
to  the  issuance  of  liquor  licenses  are  vinder  the  supervision  of  the  State 
Liquor  Control  Board  (47). 

Prior  to  1906,  by  virtue  of  the  first  unifom  naturalization  lav;  passed  by 
Congress  in  1790,  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer  and 
cormon  pleas  had  jiirisdiction  over  the  natnnalization  of  aliens  (48).  The 
conprehensivc  naturalization  law  of  1906,  vfhich  provided  for  unifon.!  processes 
and  records  over  the  nation,  gave  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  naturalize  aliens  to 
the  follovring  specified  courts:  United  States  District  Courts  in  the  States  and 
Territories,  the  Supr^ue  Court  and  also  all  courts  of  record  in  any  state  or 
territory  having  a  seal,  a  clerk,  and  jurisdiction  in  actions  at  law  and  equity 
in  which  the  amount  in  controversy  is  unlinited  .  .  .  (49).  Under  this  law  the 
practice  arose,  in  Luzerne  County,  of  confessing  naturalization  proceedings  to 
the  Federal  District  Court  in  Scranton.   In  1912  the  jurisdiction  to  nr.turalize 
aliens  vra.s  transferred  to  tlie  court  of  cormon  pleas.  Records  of  na.turalization 
proceedings  prior  to  1906  are  found  snong  the  records  of  the  clerk. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  poor  districts  (50),  reports  of  auditors 
of  every  borough,  township,  and  poor  district  (51),  and  the  reports  of  collec- 
tors of  county,  nunicipal,  school,  and  poor  district  taxes  (52)  are  anong  the 
records  of  the  clerk  (53). 

The  clerk,  like  other  count^/-  officials,  is  required  to  keep  records  of  the 
business  of  his  office.  He  nust  keep  accoimt  of  all  fees  received  in  his 
office  (54),  v/hich  account  is  scrutinized  by  the  controller  froi.i  tijie  to  tino 
(see  Controller).  Also  it  is  his  duty  to  nake  a  nonthly  return  and  pay  into 
the  State  Treasury  through  the  Departnent  of  Revenue  all  :.ioneys  received  for 
the  use  of  the  Coi.ir.iomTcalth  (55).  jill  fines  and  recognizances  forfeited  for 
the  use  of  the  Corxionwualtli  arc  estreated  by  the  clerk  to  the  Departnent  of 


46-  1830  PL  147  s  1»  47-  1834  PL  117  s  8  rep.  1933  PL  853  s  601;  1891  PL  257 
s  3,  7;  1897  PL  297  s  2  rep.  1933  PL  252  s  33.   1933  Sp.  Sess.  PL  15  s  1;  1935 
PL  1246  s  1.   48-  1790,  1  Stat.  L.  103  Chap.  3.   49-  1906,  34  Stat.  L.  596 
Chap.  3592  s  3;  1911,  36  Stat.  L.  1167  Chap.  231  s  289;  1913,  37  Stat.  L.  737 
Chap.  141  s  3.   50-  1909  PL  392  s  2  rep.  as  to  boroughs  1915  PL  312  Chap.  XIII 
art.  1  s  1;  as  to  townships  1917  PL  840  s  1500;  as  to  poor  districts  1957  PL 
2017  s  702.   51-  1911  PL  865  s  2;  1913  PL  254  s  3  rep.  as  to  boroughs  1915  PL 
312  Chap.  XIII  art.  1  s  1;  as  to  townships  1917  PL  G40  s  1500;  as  to  poor  dis- 
tricts 1937  PL  2017  s  702.   52-  1937  PL  2797  s  1.   55-  1927  PL  519  s  1037; 
1931  PL  386  s  8.   54-  1868  PL  3  s  8  par.  7;  1901  PL  175  s  1*  By  1810,  5  Sn  L 
105  these  accounts  had  to  be  forv-xarded  to  the  Auditor  General.  This  act  v.-as 
rep.  as  to  counties  v.dth  a  population  of  150,000  or  over  1876  PL  13  s  1. 
55-  1893  PL  125  s  1;  1929  PL  343  s  901;  1931  PL  318  s  1. 
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Revenue  (56^. 

In  addition  to  the  records  v;liich  are  specifically  required,  the  clerk  of 
courts  of  quarter  sessions  andi  oyer  and  terniner  has  kept  other  records  as  a 
natter  of  practice  and  ozpedioncy.   The  records  are  lelivored  to  his  suc- 
cessor (57). 

Bonds 
(See  also  entries  71,  110,  3D0) 

170.  IVJC  COLLECTOR'S  BOiIDS,  1096—.   1,300  papers  in  12  f.b. 
Bonds  posted  by  tax  collectors,  shovdng  court  ten.;  and  no.,  nanes  of  tax 
collector  and  surety,  unount  and  date  of  bond,  conditions  of  obligation,  signa- 
tures of  principal,  surety,  an;'  witnesses,  i^rr,    cliron.  by  date  filed.   No 
index.  Edvu    on  ptd.  fii.  '  11-g- x  5  x  15.   Off. 

171.  T;JC  COLLECTOR'S  LEDGER  (Bonds),  1099—.   6  vols.   Title  varies: 
Tax  Collector's  Register,  1099-1901,  1  vol.;  Tax  Collector  Bonds, 
1902-17,  2  vols. 

Transcripts  of  tax  collectors'  bonds,  shoidug  nanes  of  tax  collector,  surety, 
and  district,  'late  and  anount  of  bond,  turn  of  office,  conditions  of  obliga- 
tion, and  signatures  of  collector,  surety,  and  i/itnesscs.  xirr ,    chron.  by 
date  of  record.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  nane  of  district.  lld\7,    on 
ptd.  fn.  ..vcr.  600  pp.  18  x  15  x  2^.   1809-1917,  3  vols.,  elk.  of  cts.  bsnt. 
vlt.;  1918—,  3  vols.,  off. 

172.  COUIITY  PRISOII  OFFICL-L  EOIIDS,  lOOO-lOl'l.   110  bonds  in  1  f.b, 
1931 —  in  (Bonds  of  Coimty  Officials),  entry  300. 

Bonds  posted  by  county  prison  officials,  shovj-ing  nane  of  official,  title  and 
location  of  office,  tu.ioimt  and  date  of  bond,  nane  and  ad^'ress  of  surety,  con- 
ditions of  obligation,  bond  no.,  dates  filed  and  apj^roved  by  court  v/ith  court 
teni  an'l  case  no.,  tun.;  of  office  and  signatures  of  v.ltnesses,  official,  and 
surety.  Arr.  clu'on.  by  tern  of  court  and  nui;.  by  bond  ;io,   IJo  index.   Hdw.  on 
ptd.  m.   nit  X  5  X  is'.   Off. 

173.  COi'ISTi-BLE  BOIIDS,  102d— .   300  records  in  3  f.b.   Prior  records 
discarded. 

Bonds  postud  by  constables,  shovdng  nanes  of  principal  and  surety,  anount  and 
date  of  bond,  conditions  of  obligation,  anl  signatures  of  attestation,  ^^rr. 
chron.  by  date  of  bond,   llo  i:idex.   Ildw,  on  ptd.  f:;,   lly  x  5  x  15.   Off.  safe, 

174.  RECOGHIZ.JJCE  (Bonds),  1802-1932.   4,200  records  in  9  f.b.   1933— 
in  Quarter  Sessions  Files,  entry  103. 

Bonds  posted  by  defendants  for  appearance  at  next  ten.;  of  court,  showing  court 
tern  and  case  no.,  nane,  address,  and  occupation  of  defendant,  location  of  pro- 
perty offered  as  surety,  vol.  and.  p.  of  Deed  Book,  entry  47,  nane  and  address 


56-  1703,  2  Si;  L  84  s  5;  1018  PL  273,  7  Sn  L  120  s  1;  1035  PL  1002  No.  319 
1.   57-  1034  PL  333  s  76. 
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of  bondsman,  conditions  of  obligation,  charges,  name  and  address  of  prosecutor, 
and  signatures  of  attestation.   Arr.  chron.  by  court  term  and  no.   No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  5  x  15.   1892-1900  and  some  for  1^01-6,  2  f.b.,  elk.  of 
cts.  bsmt.  vlt.;  some  for  1901-6  and  1907-32,  7  f.b.,  off. 

175.  MISCELLANEOUS  BONDS,  1892  — .   600  bonds  in  4  f.b. 

Bonds  posted  by  court  order  guaranteeing  appearance  in  court,  payments  in  non- 
support  cases,  and  payment  of  costs  and  fees,  showing  names  of  defendant  and 
surety,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  conditions  of  obligation,  court  term  and  no.  of 
case,  signatures  of  defendant,  surety  and  witnesses.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of 
filing.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.,  fm.  11 j  x  5  x  15.   Off. 

Trial  and  Argument  Lirts 
(See  also  entries  80- -iB,  167,  163,  217) 

176.  (T'-^IAL  DOCKET),    1881-84.      1  volv. 

Record    of   ca-,es  tried    in   court    of   qu.t^rtv  r   sessions,    showing  date,  nam.es    of 

parties,    nature  of  case,    court  term  pnd  case   nc,    amount   of  bail,  and  brief 

resume   of  case,  Arr.    chron,    by  date   o?  court   session.      No    index.      Hdw,    on  ptd. 

fm.      200  pp.    15  X   11  X   2.      Janitor's   bsmt.    strm. 

Kinutes 
(Sc-e  also  entries  36,  218) 

177.  MINUTE  BOOK    (Court   of  Ouarter   Sessions),    1857-62,    1865-77,    1880—. 
64  vols.    (1857-85,    12   vols.,    dated;    1386-1913,    24   vols.,    C-Z; 
1914  —  ,    vols.    1-28).      Title   varies:    Docket,    1859-62,    1   vol. 

Minutes   of  proceedings    in   court   of  quarter  sessions,    showing  date   of   opening   of 
court,    names   of  Judges,    court   officers,    and  defendant,    case  no.,    date   of  hear- 
ing,   resume    of  the  case,    disposition,    lists    of  jurors,    grand   jury   reports,    and 
trial   lists    of  ensuing   sessions.      Arr.    chron,    by   term   of   court.      No   index, 
Hdw.,    1837-1920,    42  vols.;    typed,    1921—,    22   vols.    Aver.    600   pp.    I65  x   12  x   2|. 
1857-A.pr.    19l"!0,    43  vols.,    elk,    of   cts.    tsrat.    vlt.;    May   1920—,    21   vols.,    off. 

Papers    and    Dockets,    Civil 

178.  INCORPORMION  OF  BOROUGHS,    1655-76,    25    records    in   1      f.b.    1877- 
in  Quarter  Sessions   Files,    entry'   133. 

'Vll   papers   in  proceedings    in   incorporation  of  boroughs    including  maps   and 
sketches   of  proposed  boroughs,    showing  modification   of  borough  lines,    applica- 
tions  for  borough   churtcr,    affidavit   of  advertisement   of  hearings;    papers   show 
court  term  and  no.,    date  and  character  of  paper,    names    of   interested  parties, 
and   official   seals   and   signatures.      No   index.     Hcv;.    Condition  fair,      loi-  x  4?  x 
15.      Clk,    of  cts.   bsmt.   vlt. 

179.  DIVISION  OF  TO'A^SHIPS    \ND  B0R0U7HS,    1870-75.      40  papers    in   1   f.b. 
1876 —   in  Quarter  Sessions   Files,    entry   183. 

Petitions  to  quarter  sessions   court   for  division   of  townships   and  boroughs   into 
new  election  districts,    to  determine  township  toundaiy   lin^s,    and  to   change 
polling  places,    showing  date    of  petition,    court   term  and   case   no.    name-    of 
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municipality,  signatures  of  petitioners,  reasons  for  petition,  and  date  filed, 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.   Condition  fair,   loi  x  4^  x  15. 
Clk.  of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt. 

180.  AUDITORS'  REPORTS,  1875-82,  1903--.   1,000  records  in  36  f.b. 
Title  varies:  Indebtedness  of  Tovmships,  Boroughs,  and  School 
Districts,  1875-82,  2  f.b.   1883-1902  in  Quarter  Sessions  Files, 
entry  183. 

Auditors'  statements  of  resources  and  liabilities  of  boroughs  and  townships, 
showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  date  of  filing,  name  of  municipality,  assessed 
valuation  of  property,  receipts,  expenditures,  amount  of  taxes  collected, 
deductions  allo^ved,  amount  of  delinquent  taxes,  v^rith  affidavits  of  certification 
by  auditors  and  supervisors.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   Ko  index.   Kdvj.  on 
ptd.  fm.,  and  ptd.   !!>,-  x  5  x  15.   1875-82,  2  f.b.,  clk.  of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt.; 
1903—,  34  f.b.,  off. 

181.  IlIDEBTEDirESS  OF  BOROUGHS  MID   TOWJSHIPS,  1877—.   13  vols.  (1-13). 
Record  of  indebtedness  of  municipalities,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  name 
of  municipality,  assessed  valuation  of  property,  receipts,  expenditures,  bond 
issues  to  be  floated,  purpose,  and  signatures  and  affidavits  of  municipal 
officials.   Arr.  chron.  by  tern  of  court.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  name 
of  municipality.   Hdw.,  1877-1900,  typed,  1901—.  Aver.  500  pp.  16  x  12  x  4. 
Off. 

182.  MISCELUJffiOUS  FILES  (Quarter  Sessions  Court),  1845-97.   600  papers 
in  7  f.b. 

Miscellaneous  collection  of  petitions  and  court  orders  filed  with  clerk  of 
courts,  such  as  petitions  for  appointment  or  removal  of  officials,  for  commit- 
ment to  institutions  for  insane,  for  construction  of  bridges,  court  orders  for 
new  trial  and  fixing  terms  of  court.   Arr.  approximately  by  subjects,  but 
poorly  sorted.   No  index.   Hdxv.,  and  hdv;.  on  ptd.  fm.   Condition  fair. 
10|-  X  4|  X  15.   Clk.  of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt. 

Papers  and  Dockets,  Criminal 

183.  QU;JITER  SESSIONS  FILES,  1788—.   152,000  papers  in  881  f.b. 
(labeled  by  court  term  and  /:■•'(-   no,). 

All  papers  filed  in  courts  of  quarter  sessions  end  oyer  and  terminer,  including 
trial  lists,  petitions,  Vwrrits,  indictiaents,  justices'  and  aldermen's  trans- 
cripts, prison  commissioners'  annual  reports,  appointments  of  constables,  and 
election    officers,  appeals,  jury  lists,  shovdng  names  of  parties,  court  term 
and  case  no.,  date  and  character  of  paper,  names  of  attorneys  and  witnesses, 
disposition  of  case,  and  signature  of  judge.   j„lso  contains:  Recognizance  (Bonds)j 
1933 — ,  untry  174;  Incorporation  of  Boroughs,  1877 — ,  entry  178;  Division  of 
Tovmships  and  Borouglis,  1876 — ,  entry  179;  Auditors'  Reports,  1883-1902;  entry 
180;  Grand  Jury  Reports,  1833—,  entry  184;  Capias  and  Attachments,  1906 — , 
entry  187;  Superior  Court  (iippealed  Cases),  1923--,  entry  188;  Constable  Returns, 
1934 — ,  entry  192;  Hord  Files,  1891—,  entry  200;  Bridge  Reports,  Refused, 
1907--,  entry  201;  Inquests,  1738-1902,  entry  283.   Arr,  chron.  by  court  term 
and  case  no.   No  index.   Hdw.,  tj/^ied,  ptd.,  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm. 
Early  records,  condition  poor,   lO-^  x  4|-  x  15,   1783-1906,  337  f.b.,  clk.  of 
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Clerk,  of   Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  a.nd 

Oyer   and  Tcrminor   -  Pcp-jrs  and  Dccisoto,    Crindnal 

cts.   bsu-t.   vlt.j   1907—,    544  i.e.,    off. 

184.  GR/iND  JURY  REPORTS,  1650-82.  150  papers  in  1  f.b.   1863—  in 
Quarter  Sessions  FiluU,  ^ntry  183. 

Grund  jury  reports,  shewing  court  t-ni  und  case-  nc,  d.ites  of  luseting,  report  and 
nai.xjs  of  jurors.  Arr.  chrcn.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  Condition 
fair,  lOi-  x  4^  x  15.  Clk.  oi  cts.  bsii.t .  vlt. 

185.  QUARTER  SESSIONS  DCCIGT,  1787  —  .   136  vols.  (1787-1849,  13  vols. 
not  labeldd^  1850--,  1-123). 

Rcccrd  of  all  proceedings  of  court  cf  quarter  sassicns,  showing  court  teru  and 
case  no,f    caption  of  case,  naKes  of  attorneys,  date  and  character  of  papers 
filed,  court  rules  and  orders,  date  and  disposition  of  case,  also  costs  of  case 
and  by  vvhon.  paid.  Arr.  chron.  by  tera  of  court  ana  case  nc.   Indexed  alph.  by 
first  letter  of  surname  of  defendant  or  uunicipality .  Hdv;.,  1787-1899,  50  vols.; 
typed,  1900—,  86  v;.ls.  Av.r.  525  pp.  15^  x  11-g-  x  2^.  1787-1800,  1  vol.,  off. 
safej  1801-97,   12  vols.,  net  labeled  and  vols.  1-35,  clk.  of  cts.  bsnt.  vlt.; 
1898—,  v^ls.  36-123,  off. 

186.  OYER  jWID  TSRIvJd-JER  DOCKET,  1793  —  .   10  vols.  (1793-99,  1  vol. 
not  labeled;  1600—,  9  vols.,  1-9). 

Record  of  crir^iinal  cases  tritid  in  court  of  oy^r  and  teri^iner,  showing  name  of 
defendant,  court  tern  and  case  no.,  names  cf  judges,  charges,  defendant's  plea, 
verdict,  and  disposition  of  case.  Arr.  chron.  by  tern  of  court  and  case  no. 
Indexed  alph.  by  naue  of  defendant.  Hdw.  Aver.  350  pp.  14-g-  x  10  3/4  x  1  3/4. 
1793-1917,  1  vol.  not  labeled  and  vols.  1-6,  clk.  of  cts.  bsi^t.  vlt.;  1918—, 
vols.  7-9,  off. 

187.  CAPIAS  AND  ATTACHi.isKTS,  1867-1905.   500  pap..rs  in  1  f.b.   1906— 
in  Quarter  Sessions  Fil-^s,  entry  183. 

Original  writs  of  capias  non  crnittas  and  attachLients.  V/rits  of  capias  non 
cLiittas  are  issued  by  order  ^f  district  attorney,  showing  na..^^   and  address  of 
defendant,  court  tc^rin  and  cas-^  no.,  date  oi  issu-o,  and  signatures  of  clerk  of 
court  and  district  attornt.y.  Attachments  show  court  term  and  case  no.,  narae 
and  address  of  defendant,  cho.rge5,  -^'att  issued  and  by  whou.  Arr.  chron.  by  date 
filed.  Nc  index.  Hdw.,  L.nd  hdw.  on  ptd.  fu.   Conditi-..n  fair.   10|-  x  4^  x  15. 
Clk.  of  cts.  bsL'.t.  vlt. 

188.  SUPERIOR  COURT  (Appealed  Cases),  1895-1922.   75  records  in  5  f.b. 
1923 —  in  Quarter  Sessions  Files,  entry  183. 

Original  pc.pors  filed  in  appo:.l3  to  the  Superior  Court,  such  as  reraittiturs, 
writs  cf  certiorari,  briefs  of  appellant  and  ..ppcllcu,  transcripts  of  notes  of 
testi,.iGny,  and  upper  court  orders  showing  re-sons  for  appi:=u.l,  naues  of  parties, 
court  teriii  and  case  no.,  naues  of  attorneys  and  judges.  Arr,  chron.  by  date 
filed.  Nc  index.  Typed.   11.'.-  x  5  x  15.   Off. 

189.  TESTIMONY  TAKEN,  1904-20.   380  records  in  32  crtons. 

Carbon  copiws  of  transcripts  of  notes  of  testii.iony,  shov;ing  naL;es  of  parties, 
v/itnessos,  attorneys,  and  judges,  and  d^tos  of  trial.  Not  arr.  No  index. 
Typei.  13  X  9  X  1.   Clk.  jH   cts.  bsLt.  vlt. 


Clerk  of  Courts  of  Qucrter  Sessions  and  (l90-195) 

Oyer  and  Terminer  -  Juveniles 

190.  ITOTEBOOKE,  STSL'OGPJ.PIIIC  (quarter  Suscicns  Court),  1894-1932. 
5,350  vols,  (ir.h.d^^d  by  court  terru  and  case  no.). 

Stenographic  records  -f  nroceedings  of  quarter  sessions  court.  Arr.  chron.  by 
terra  of  court.  ivTo  index,  Hdiv.  in  shorthand,  .^.ver.  200  pp.  10  x  5^  x  -g-.  Clk. 
of  cts.  bsrnt.  vlt. 

191.  EXTPJ.CTS,  1853-62.   1  vol. 

Extracts  from  proceedings  of  quarter  sessions  court,  showing  court  term  and  case 
no.,  date,  names  of  parties,  prosecutor  and  i/Titnesses,  charges,  costs,  and  fees, 
and  disposition  of  case.  Arr.  chron.  by  term  of  court.   No  index.   Hdw,  Condi- 
tion fair.   475  pp.  15  x  9-^  x  2^m      Janitor's  bsrnt.  stm. 

192.  COIIS TABLE  F^TbTJIS,  1929-33.   3,700  papers  in  21  bdl.   1954—  in 
Quarter  Sessions  Files,  entry  183» 

Quarterly  reports  "n  lavj"  violations  and  condition  of  roads  and  bridges  mr'de  by 
constables  to  quarter  sessions  court,  shovri.ng  date  of  report,  name  of  munici- 
pclity,  items  repoi'ted,  and  signature  of  constable.   y_rr.  alph.  by  name  of 
municipality  and  num.  by  v.tirds.   Iio  index.   Kdw.  en  ptd.  fti.   Condition  fair. 
9x4x4.   Clk.  of  cts.  bsrnt.  vlt. 

Juveniles 
(See  also  entries  278,  297,  298,  308-310,  322-324,  328) 

193.  DISCH.-JIGED  PRISOI^RS  (Juvenile),  1891--.   450  papers  in  2  f.b. 
Papers  in  the  parole  and  discharge  of  juvenile  defendants  from  state'  and  comity 
reformatories.   Discharges  show  court  term  and  no.  of  case,  date,  name  of 
defendant,  and  signatures  of  judge  and  clerk  of  courts.   Parole  orders  issued 
by  the  superinti..ndev,t  of  refon:iatory  show  nam.e  and  no.  of  prisoner,  date  of 
admission,  court  in  which  sentenced,  date  and  term  of  sentence,  date  of  parole, 
statements  of  moral  instructor  and  physician  of  reformatory,  signatures  of 
superintendent  and  trustees  of  institution,  j-.rr.  chron.  by  date  of  discharge. 
Ko  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   11-g-  x  5  x  15.   Off. 

194.  RECORD  (Juvenile  Court  Cases),  1901--*   44  vols,  (l,  1-45),  and 

1  trsb.  vol.,  1908-12,  vol.  2.   Title  varies:  Juvenile  Court  Docket, 

1901-7,  1  vol. 
Record  of  court  proceedings  in  iuvunile  cases,  sho'-mig  court  terra  an.d  no.  of 
case,  name,  age,  residence  of  defendant,  names  of  parents  or  guardian,  nation- 
ality and  creed,  occupation  and  income,  school  attended.,  names  of  teachers  and 
vji-tnesses,  dates  of  summons,  hearing,  disposition  of  case  \vith  date  of  cor.imit- 
ment,  institution  to  \/hich  comjaittcd,  and  name  of  probation  officer.   Vol,  2, 
1908-12  has  been  transcribed  and  renumbered  vol.  1,  Arr,  chron*  by  court  term. 
1901-7  and  1  trsb.  vol.,  1908-12,  indexed  alph,  by  name  of  defendant.   For 
separate  index  1G08— ,  sec  entry  195,  Hdw.   Vols.  aver.  275  pp  12  x  8  x  ij. 
1901-7,  vol.  1,  and  1  trsb,  vol,,  1908-12,  clk,  of  cts,  bsmt,  vlt,;  1908—, 
vols,  1-45,  off,  oj'   sooty,  to  the  judges. 

195.  IlIDEX  TO  JUVENILE  COURT  DOCIffiT,  1908--.   2  vols. 

Index  to  Plocord  (Juvenile  Court  Cases),  shomng  name  of  defendant,  vol.  and  p. 
Arr,  alph,  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  defendant,  entries  made  chron.   Hdw. 
Aver.  150  pp'.  12  x  8^  x  ih.      Off.  to  secty,  to  the  judges. 
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Clerk  of  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  and  (196-200) 

Oj^or  and  Tcrninur  -  Dcpcndci^ts ;  Koadc  and  Bridges 

196.  HOUSE  OF  REFUGE  C0;1:IT?E::TS,  1921--.   2,150  papers  in  5  f.b. 
Coiranitmcnts  to  institutions  for  incorrigiblcs,  sho'Ting  date  of  connitncnt,  name 
and  address  of  defendant,  court  tern,  ^r.z ,.   n^^,  charges,  and  signature  of  judge. 
Contains:  (Cominitnents  to  Kis-Lyn  Industrial  School),  1921-30,  entry  197.  i.rr. 
chron.  by  date  of  cornidtnent.   No  index.   Typed  on  ptd.  fin.   11%  x  5  x  15,   Off. 

197.  (COIiilTlENTS  TO  KIS-LYH  niDUSTRL.L  SCHOOL),  1921--.   In  House  of 
Refxigc  Coinriitnents,  entry  196, 

Conriitraents  to  Kis-Lyn  Industrial  School,  shov.dng  date  of  coninitnent,  nano  and 
address  of  jux-cnilc  delinquent,  court  tcm,  c-n-  ruo,, charges,  sentence,  and 
signature  of  judge. 

Dependents 
(See  also  entry  144) 

198.  CRIPPLED  CHILE.REII'S  AID,  1930--,   550  papers  in  1  f.b. 
Petitions  to  court  for  coraaitnent  of  crippled  poor  children  to  institutions, 
shovd.ng  narie,  age,  address,  and  description  of  child;  tc^rn  of  court;  nancs  and 
agos  of  parents,  dates  of  births  of  other  ncnbers  of  family,  anouirt  of  rent 
paid  nonthly,  occupation  aJid  iragcs  of  head  of  household  or  guardian,  history, 
diagnosis,  recornnendation,  proposed  treatnent,  probable  cost,  tern  of  treatrient, 
name  of  institution  recormendcd,  signature  and  title  of  officer  of  institution, 
i.lso  court  order  shov/ing  tern  of  court  and  date  set  for  hearing  on  petition, 
signatiires  of  parents  Cvjnscnting  to  petition;  order  of  connitncnt,  shovdng  date 
and  terra  of  court,  vri.th  naiac  of  child,  institution  to  v/hich  connitted,  date 

of  coi.mitnent,  and  nanc  of  judge,  .-.rr,  chron,  by  date  of  filing.   No  index. 
Typed.   11-|  x  5  x  15,   Off, 

199.  CRIPPLED  CHILDREN'S  DOCKET  (Quarter  Sessions  Court),  1930--. 
1  vol. 

Record  of  court  orders  on  applications  filed  by  Crippled  Children's  ..ssociation 
for  conriitncnt  to  institutions,  shovdng  court  tern  and  case  no,»  date  and  order 
no.,  nane  and  address  of  child,  reasons  for  coi.mitnent,  signature  of  judge 
issuing  order,  and  date  applicati-n  vras  ordered  filed.   ;.rr,  chron,  by  date  of 
entiy.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnane  of  child,  entries  nadc  chron. 
Hdw.   500  pp.  18  X  13  X  Z^,      Off. 

Roads  and  Bridges 
(See  also  entries  501-504) 

200.  RaiD  FILES,  1788-1890.   9,500  papers  in  40  f.b.  (dated  and  labeled 
I-M).   1891 —  in  Quarter  Sessions  Files,  entry  183, 

Original  papers  filed  in  road  cases,  including  petitions  to  appoint  board  of 
viev;,  reports  of  vievrers,  statenents  of  assessed  danages,  appeals,  condcnnation 
proceedings;  papers  shov/  court  tern  and  case  no.,    nanes  of  petitioners  and 
attorneys,  board  of  vievir,  vdtnesscs,  location  and  ticscription  of  proposed  road 
and  abating  date,  character  of  papt^r,  vol,  and  p,  of  Rood  Docket,  entry  202, 
and  date  of  confimation;  usually  acconpanied  by  naps.  J.rr.    chron.  by  tern 
of  court.   No  index.   Hdvr,  on  ptd.  fn.   10^  x  4^  x  15.   Off. 


Clerk  of  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  ani'.  (201-206) 

Oyer  fiicl  Tcmincr  -  Naturalization 

201.  BRIDGE  REPORTS,  REFUSED,  1894-1906.   900  records  in  1  f.b.   1907-- 
in  Quarter  Sessions  Files,  entry  183. 

Rejected  petitions  of  nmiicipolities  for  bridges,  shov.ang  date  of  filing,  court 
tern  and  nom,    location  of  bridge,  reasons  f^u'  petition,  cost  of  construction, 
assessed  valuation  of  property  in  petitioning  nunicipality,  anount  of  debt, 
nancs  of  petitioners  and  attorneys.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  filing.   Ko  index. 
Hdv/.  on  ptd.  fn.   Condition  fair.   10-|-  x  5  x  15.   Clk.  of  cts.  bsnt.  vlt. 

202.  Ra-.D  DOCKET,  1787—.   26  vols.  (1787-1909,  ..-T;  1910—,  U-X) . 
Transcript  of  petitions  for  roads  and  bridges  v/ith  plan  of  road  or  bridge,  show- 
ing nones  of  petitioning  taxpayers,  court  torn  and  case  no.,  nano  of  nunicipality, 
location  and  description,  request  for  appointnont  of  board  of  vieiT,  date  of 
affidavit,  disposition  of  petition  \Yith  date  and  nano  of  judge;  also  a  record  of 
grants  nadc  allot-';'/  g  oroperty  for  road  and  condcr.mation  proceedings,  jr.rr.  chron. 
by  tern  of  court.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  nano  of  nunicipality.   For 
separate  index  1800-1860,  see  entry  203.   Hdv/,,  1787-1909,  vols.  ..-Tj  typed, 
1910—,  vols.  U-X.  ..ver.  500  pp,  18  x  12  x  3.   Off. 

203.  RQ/J)  DOCKET  IlIDEX,  1800- 1B60.   1  vcl. 

Index  to  Road  Dockets,  shovdng  nano  of  tovjnship,  court  tern  and  cas^  no.,  des- 
cription of  petition  filed,  vol.  and  p.  ;.rr.  alph.  W  first  letter  of  nanc  of 
nunicipality,  entries  nado  chron.   HdiT,   520  pp.  16  x  11-|-  x  2.   Off. 

Naturalization 
(Sce  also  entries  157-142) 

204.  ;-LIEI-!  FILES,  DECLvRi^TIOITS,  1850-1906.   2,500  papers  in  11  f.b. 
Nov.  1912 —  in  Record  of  Declaration  of  Intention,  Naturalization 
Service,  United  States  Departnont  of  Labor,  entry  137. 

Original  declaration  of  alien's  intention  to  beconc  naturalized,  shovdng  date 
and  no.  of  declaration,  place  and  date  of  birth,  date  and  port  of  entry,  signa- 
ture of  alien  and  nano  of  judge,  i'lrr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnano  of 
alien  and  nur.i.  by  file  no.   Hdv;.  on  ptd,  fn.   11-|  x  5  x  15.   Off, 

Record  kept  concurrently  vdth  entry  139,  but  does  not  cover  sane  cases. 

205.  ALIEN  DOCKET,  DECLiR'.TIONS  (index),  1850-1906.   2  vols. 

Index  to  ii.lien  Files,  Declarations,  shovdng  nane  and  nativity  of  alien,  court 
ton.i,  date  of  declaration, and  file  no.  -'.rr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnane  of 
alien  and  nun,   by  file  no.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fn.  Aver.  200  pp.  12  x  15  x  3.   Off. 

206.  ALIEN  FILES,  ..DMIKSIONS,  1850-1906.   3,700  papers  in  48  f.b.   Nov. 
1912 —  in  Naturalization  Files,  entry  139. 

Certificates  of  adi.iission  to  citizenship,  shovdng  date  of  ackiission,  nane, 
address,  date  and  place  of  birth, and  ago  of  alien,  date  and  port  of  ejitry,and 
signature  of  witnesses,  alien,  attorney,  and  issuing  officer.  Arr.  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surnane  of  alien  and  nur.i.  by  file  no.   For  indox  1850-J\me  1897,  see 
entry  207;  1897-1906,  no  index.   Hdw.   11-|  x  5  x  15.   Off. 

Record  kept  concurrently  vdth  entry  159,  but  does  not  cover  sane  cases. 


Clerk  of  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  and  (207-213) 

Oyer  an.I  Tcxnincr  -  Licenses  and  Registration;  Elections 

207..  .\LIE1I  DOCKET,  i.DfflSSIOIIS,  (index),  1850~Junu  1897.   2  vols. 
Index  to  j.licn  Files,  ^'.dxiissions,  shov/ing  court  tern,  file  no.,  date,  nanc  and 
nativity  of  alien,  and  not^  of  acceptance  or  refusal.  ;.rr,  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  alien  and  nur.i.  by  file  no.   Hdv;,  on  ptd,  fii.  Aver.  300  pp, 
14  X  16  X  3.   Off. 

208.  IL-.TUli,--LIZ..TIOi:  DOCKET,  1897-1906.  1  vol.  191&—  in  Petition  and 
Record,  Naturalization  Service,  Unitud  Gtatos  D^partrient  of  Labor, 
entry  138, 

Record  of  aliens'  adj.iission  to  citizenship,  shov/ing  court  teni,  file  no.,  date, 
nane,  and  nativity  of  alien,  and  note  of  acceptance  or  refusal,  j.rr.  chron.  by 
date  of  ontrjr.  Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnanc  of  alien,  entries  nado 
nun.  by  file  nc  Hdv/.  on  ptd.  fra.   300  pp.'  14  x  16  x  3,   Off. 

Licenses  and  Registration 
(See  also  entries  149-155,  281,  282,  364-372) 

209.  PETITIOHS  FOR  LICEl.SES,  1875-80.   1  vol. 

Record  of  petitions  filed  foi  ?.icenses,  shov.dng  nane  of  attorney,  nar.ie  and 
address  of  opplicant,  type  of  lic^-nse,  date  of  filing  petition  and  anount  paid. 
Arr.  chron,  by  data  of  petition.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnane  of 
applicant.  Kdv/,  100  pp.  12  x  7^  x  -g,   Clk.  of  cts.  bsiit.  vlt. 

210.  LICEIISES,  1870-89,  1902-6,  1920-21.   5  vols. 

Record  of  hotel  and  restaurant  licenses  issued,  slio\/ing  nanes  of  pL,titioncr, 
n\micipality,  type  of  license,  date  of  filing,  court  ruling,  dates  of  granting 
and  issuing  license,  Arr.  alph,  by  nane  of  nunicipalitji-,  llo  index.  Hdv/,   Con- 
dition fair.  Aver,  250  pp.  14  x  0^   x  2.   Clk.  of  cts.  bsnt.  vlt, 

211.  LIQUCR  LICEIISE  TR^VITCFERS,  1914-22.'  1  vol. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  liquor  license  transfers,  shov.dng  nanes  of  applicant 
and  attorney,  -lates  of  filing  and  hearing,  current  license  holder,  place  of 
business,  disposition  by  court  and  date.  ;.rr.  chron,  by  date  of  filing.   ITo 
index.   Hdv/.   300  pp.  18  x  12  x  2.   Clk.  of  cts.  bsnt.  vlt. 

212.  ST;.LLI0II  REGISTER,  1893-1907.   1  ^'ol, 

List  of  registered  stallions,  sho^-ring  <late,  registration  no.,  nanefe  of  stallion 
and  ov/Tier,  description,  type,  date  foaled,  pedigree,  terns  of  service,  date  of 
registration,  signature  of  veterinarian,  date  and  no*  of  certificate,  .,rr» 
chron,  by  date  of  registration.   Indexed  alph,  by  first  letter  of  surnai.ie  of 
ovmer,   Hdv;.  on  ptd»  fn.   300  pp.  16  x  11  x  2,   Clk,  of  cts.  bsnt..  vlt. 

Elections 
(See  also  entries  430-441) 

213.  PETITIOITE  FOR  .vPPOIiyTLffiilT  OF  ELECTION  OVERSEERS,  1930-31..  400  papers 
■  in  2  bdl,  (..-IJ;  0-Z),  and  2  f,b..  (dated)*. 

Refused  petitions  to  court  for  appointr.ient  of  overseers  of  elections,  showing 
dates  of  petition  and  election,  nane  of  petitioner,  party  affiliation,  signatures 
of  sponsors,  and  date  of  rejection.  Arr,  chron,  by  election  date  and  alph,.  by 
nane  of  political  sub-division.   No  index,  Hdw. ,  and  tjrpcd  on  ptd.  fn.. 
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Oyer  and  TcrT.iincr  -  Accounts 

Bdl.,    9x4x2;    f.b.,    lOg  x  5  x   15,      Clk.    of  cts,  bsnt.    vlt. 

214.  APPOIim.ElIT  OF  ELECTION  OFFICERS,  1921-31.   1  vol.  Discontinued. 
Record  of  appointiacnt  of  election  officers  by  quarter  sessions  court,  shovjing 
date  of  election,  no,  and  nano  of  appointee,  political  affiliation,  nanc  of 
municipality  and  poli':ical  sub-division.  Arr,  alph.  by  nane  of  nunicipolity, 
IIo  index,  iidiv.  on  ptd.  fi.i.  450  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.  Cllc.  of  cts.  bsnt,  vlt. 

Accounts 
(See  also  entry  415) 

215.  FEE  BOOK,  COURT  OF  QU;.J.TER  SESSIONS,  1925--,   2  vols,' 

Monthly  record  of  fees  and  noneys  earned  and  collected  by  clerk  of  courts,  and 

fees  chargeable  to  the  county,  shovdng  court  terr.i,  and  case  no.,  service 

rendered,  naiac  of  payer,  fines  collected,  total  anount  paid  treasurer.  Arr.  chron. 

by  date  of  entry,   ITo  index,   Hdw.  on  ptd,  fn.  Aver.  500  pp,  18  x  13  x  Zh. 

Off. 

216.  FILE  RECEIPT  BOOK,  1873-1908,  4  vols.  Discontinued,- 

Record  of  court  files  borrowed  by  attorneys  and  others  and  returned  to  clerk  of 
courts,  shovTing  date  borrov\rod,  nanc  of  defendant,  court  tern  and  case  no., 
signatures  of  borroxvers,  and  acknovdedgnent  v/ith  date  returned,  Arr.  chron,  by 
date  of  borrov/ing.   Indexed  by  first  letter  of  surnane  of  defendant.  Hdw., 
1873-85;  hdw.  on  ptd.  fn.,  1886-1908.  Aver.  200  pp.  17  x  12^  x  1^.  Clk.  of 
cts.  bsnt.  vlt. 
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VI.  REGISTER  OF  V/IU,3  .-ND  CL5RK  OF  0RPHAIJ5 '  COURT 


The  Duke  cf  York's  luv/s  contexinod  prcvisicns  for  Van    care  cf  the  property 
of  decedents.  All  cases  of  prcbute  and  Swdministriticn  ;vei-e  L-.djudgod  in  the 
courts  of  sessions.  Under  V/illiac:  Penn  it  v/as  provido-d  in  the  Lav/s  Agreed  Upon 
infi'nglund,  th.it  there  shculd  be  a  register  for  oirths,  rn_rri-ges,  burials, 
wills,  and  letters  of  ..dndnistration.  A  Registi-r  Gcn3r>,l  ..as  appointed  for  the 
province  in  1682  v/ho  kept  office  in  Philadelphia  (l) .  Hie  Act  of  1705  defined 
the  duties  of  the  Register  General  who  v/as  to  be  ..ppointed  by  the  Governor  (2). 
The  Register  General  appointed  deputies  who  gave  bonds,  v/hich  v/ere  recorded  in 
the  orphans'  couri:  (3),  the  jurisdiction  of  which  had  been  established  in 
1683  (4)  (see  GovernmentaJL  Organization  and  Records  Systexii). 

Th<-  Constitution  of  1776  provided  that  a  re,^i3ter's  office  for  the  probate 
of  r.'ills  and  granting  of  letters  of  adndnistration  be  kt:pt  in  each  county,  the 
officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  (5).  An  act  of  1777,  recog- 
nizing this  constitutional  provision  provided  that  registers  of  v/ills  bo 
appointed  for  each  county  and  that  the  office  of  Register  General  bt  abolished  (6) 

The  Constitution  of  1790  (7)  vusted  the  -appointment  of  registers  in  the 
Governor,  but  the  office  v/as  raade  elective  for  ..  term  of  three  ye-irs  by  the 
Constitution  of  1838  (8)  . 

In  1834  provision  was  made  that  a  clerk  be  conmissioned  for  each  orphans' 
court  (9)  ,  By  the  Constitution  of  1838  this  office  was  made  elective  for  a 
term  of  three  years  (10). 

By  the  Acx  of  1639  the  office  of  re-^ister  of  wills  was  combined  with  that 
of  recorder  of  deeds,  arid  the  offices  of  prothcnotary ,  and  clerk  of  courts  of 
quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer  were  combined  with  that  of  clerk  of 
orphans'  court  (ll).  Pursuant  to  the  Act  of  1853,  the  oi'ficu  of  register  of 
wills  was  separated  from  that  of  the  recorder  of  dt^eds  (12).  Prior  to  1874, 
the  orphans'  court  w^s  composed  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas. 
In  1874,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  1874  (13),  a 
separate  orphans'  court  v/as  established  in  Luzerne  County  (14),  and  the  office 
of  clerk  of  orphans'  court  v/as  severed  from  the  office  of  clerk  of  courts  of 
quarter  Sbssicns  and  oyer  and  terminer  to  be  combined  v/ith  that  of  register  of 


1-  vVilliam  H.  Loyd,  Early  Courts  of  Pennsylvania,  Boston,  1910,  pp.  214- 
217  j  Samuel  Hood,  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Law  R.^latin.;  to  Registers  of  Courts, 
etc.,  Philadelphia,  1847,  p.  37.  2-  1705,  1  Sm  L  33  s  8  rep.  1917  PL  415  s  26, 
3-  Loyd,  p.  220.  4-  John  H.  Martin,  Bench  and  Bar  of  Philadelphia,  Philadelphia, 
1883,  p.  70.  Fcr  further  developnent  of  orphans'  court  in  Pennsylvania  sea 
Lcyd,  pp.  212-240,  and  Hood,  pp.  100-105.  5-  s  34.  5-  Loyd,  p.  234.  7-  Art,  V 
3  11.  8-  Art.  VI  s  3.  9-  Hood,  p.  105,  10-  Art.  VI  s  3.  11-  1839  PL  559 
s  1.  12-  1853  PL  698  s  2.  13-  Const..  Art.  V  3  22.  14-  1874  PL  206  s  3,  4 
rop.  1917  PL  363  s  24  but  rcen.  in  s  1  (b). 
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wills  (15).   By  amendment  to  the  Constitution  in  1909  the  term  of  office  of  the 
register  of  vdlls  and  clerk  of  orphans'  court  iras  extended  to  four  years  (16), 

In  Luzerne  County,  the  register  of  mils  is  also  clerk  of  the  orphans' 
court.   His  most  importanb  duties  as  register  of  wills  are  the  probating  of 
\'dlls  and  granting  of  letters  testamentary  and  of  administration;  he  also  must 
record  docuro.ents  relating  to  the  settlement  of  estates,  and  collect  inheritance 
taxes  as  an  agent  of  the  Commonvrealth,   In  his  capacity  as  clerk  of  the  orphans' 
court,  his  major  functions  consist  of  recording  all  papers  relating  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  tiiat  court,  attending  sessions  thereof,  and  issuing  marriage 
licenses. 

The  register  of  ^vi.lls  and  clerk  of  orphans'  court  is  paid  a  salary,  and  is 
furnished  with  an  o^Tice  and  all  necessary  suii^ilies  by  the  coimty.   His  office 
is  on  the  second  floor  of  the  courthouse. 

As  Register  of  V'ills 


Before  assuming  office,  the  register  of  wills  must  take  an  oath  of  office 
(17),  and  give  a  b-ond  (18),  wliich  is  recorded  by  the  recorder  of  deeds  and 
transmitted  to  the  Secrotory  of  the  Comxionvrealth  for  safekeeping  (19). 

The  register  has  jurisdiction  over  the  probate  of  v/ills  (20),  the  granting 
of  letters  testamentary-  end  of  administration  (21),  and  the  passing  and  filing 
of  the  accounts  of  fiduciaries  (22).   He  also  hC-E   the  povror   to  administer 
osths  (23). 

Upon  granting  letters  he  murt  take  a  bond  from  all  administrators  (24), 
and  from  executors  not  residents  of  the  Commonwealth  (25).   Exceptions  can  be 
filed  to  such  bonds  end   the  register  determines  whether  tliey  should  be 
allowed  (2G). 

Wiere  a  caveat  is  entered  against  the  probate  of  a  will,  or  there  is  a 
dispute  as  to  tho  granting  of  letters,  the  orphans'  court  may  direct  the 
register  to  certify  the  -.*ole  record  to  th^,-  court  (27).   In  such  proceedings  a 
bond  for  the  payi.iont  of  costs  must  be  filed  vdth  tho  register  (28),  v^fho  deter- 
mines the  amount  of  the  costs  and  by  vriiom  tliuy  shall  be  paid  (29), 

The  register  may  issue  a  citation  to  anyone  in  possession  of  a  testamentary 


15-  1874  PL  206  s  5;  1337  PL  22  s  1;  1897  PL  35  s  1;  1909  PL  431  s  1;  1915 
PL  41  s  1;  1917  PL  363  s  8  (a);  1321  PL  1108  s  1;  1923  PL  317  s  1;  1927  PL  717 
s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  221,  222;  1929  PL  1633  s  1,  All  these  octs  were  ren.  1931  PL 
401  s  26  but  roen,  in  s  231.   1935  PL  950  s  1.   16-  Const.,  Art.  XIV  s  2  as  am. 
1909,   17-  Const..  Art.  VII  s  1;   1917  PL  415  s  1  (a);  1929  PL  1278  s  53.   18- 
1929  PL  1278  s  232.   19-  1917  PL  415  s  1  (b)  (2).   20-  1832  PL  135  s  5  rep,  1S17 
PL  415  s  26  but  reen.  in  s  3,   21-  1917  PL  447  s  2  (a).   22-  1917  PL  415  s  3. 
25-  1917  PL  447  s  7  (a).   24-  Ibid.,  s  8  (a).   25-  Ibid.,  s  8  (c),   26-  Ibid., 
s  3  (f).   27-  1917  PL  363  s  2l  (d)  added  1937  PL  2665;  1917  PL  415  s  18,  19. 
28-  1917  PL  415  s  20  (b),   29-  Ibid,,  s  20  (c). 
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vrriting,  requiring  its  production  for  probate.   If  the  perron  served  refuses 
to  comply,  the  register  must  forvrard  a  record  of  the  proceedings  to  the  orphans' 
court  (30).   He  may  also  issue  citations  to  persons  interested  in  the  estate 
of  a  presumed  decedent,  to  show  cause  vihy  an   alleged  vdll  should  not  he  pro- 
bated (31).   In  probate  proceedings  the  register  has  the  po\\rcr  to  subpoena 
witnesses,  and  issue  attaclunents  to  compel  cppoaranco  (32);  to  issue  rules,  and 
to  take  depositions  of  vdtnesscs  outside  the  cotmty  (33). 

Probated  wills  aru  recorded  (54)  and  accounts  of  fiduciaries  (35)  ere 
filed  by  the  register,  who  transmits  the  accounts  to  thu  orphans'  court  and 
notifies  all  parties  (36).   Certified  copies  of  probate  proceedings  may  be 
obtained  from  him  (37)  and  filed  vdth  the  register  of  any  othur  county  in  v^hich 
the  decedent  owned  real  estate  (38). 

The  register  formerly  kept  a  minute  book  in  which  he  entered  the  papers 
that  had  been  filed  and  a  record  of  the  collateral  inheritance  taxes  paid  on 
each  estate  (39).  The  register  must  keep  a  book  containing  all  information 
pertinent  to  the  administration  of  decedents'  estates  (40),  and  must  file 
affidavits  of  death  (41). 

As  Collector  of  Inheritance  Taxes 

The  register  is  the  agent  of  the  Commonvroalth  for  the  collection  of  taxes 
from  decedents'  estates,  and  in  this  capacity  must  ,  ivc  o  bond  (42).  He  must 
make  all  reports;  forward  all  duplicate  receipts  issued  to,  fiduciaries,  and 
make  monthly  returns  to  the  Depnrtip.unt  of  Revenue,  paying  the  taxes  collected 
into  the  State  Treasury  (45). 

Before  1927  the  register  appointed  appraisers  to  appraise  estates  subject 
to  transfer  inheritance  taxes.   The  Auditor  General  now  has  supervision  over 
such  appraisements  (44)  (sec  State  Inheritance  Tax  Office).   The  register, 
however,  still  records  returns  of  the  appraisers,  and  transmits  a  monthly  state- 
ment thereof  to  the  Departr.ient  of  Revo-nuc  (45). 

A  fiduciary  in  possession  of  property  subject  to  inlieritance  tax,  must 
file  an  inventory  ivith  the  register.   If  the  inventory  is  not  filed  vrithin  a 
specified  time,  the  register  cites  the  fiduciary  to  do  so.   He  applies  to  the 
orphans'  court  to  enforce  payment  of  taxes  remaining  ujipaid  for  one  year  after 
the  death  of  a  decedent.   In  securing  information  in  the  appraisement  of 
estates  or  the  collection  of  taxes,  the  register  has  the  power  to  issue  subpoenas 
to  compel  the  production  of  evidence;  to  issue  attacliments  to  compel  appearance 


30-  Ibid.,  s  8.   31-  1917  PL  447  s  6  (e).   32-  1917  PL  415  s  9^   33-  Ibid., 
s  10.   34-  1917  PL  415  s  11.   35-  1917  PL  447  s  46  (a).   36-  1832  PL  135  s  30 
rep.  1917  PL  447  s  63  but  reen.  in  s  46  (d).   37-  1917  PL  415  s  14.   38-  Ibid. 
s  15.   39-  1856  PL  458  s  4  rep.  1917  PL  415  s  26.   40-  1844  PL  527  s  2;  1859 
PL  31,  41-  1874  PL  194  rep.  1917  PL  447  s  63  but  reen.  in  s  2  (d).  42-  1919 
PL  521  s  21.   43-  1929  PL  343  s  608.  44-  1919  PL  521  s  10,  12,  supp.  1927 
PL  727,   45-  1919  PL  521  s  14;  1925  PL  1078  s  2  as  am.  1929  PL  343  s  724. 
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of  witnesses,  and  to  administer  o-itiis  (46),   He  muct  record  and  index  all 
inventories  and  appraiseir.ents  (47).   Oimers  of  real  estate  inhui'ited  from  q 
resident  decedent  must  make  a  return  to  the  register  vathin  or.e   yeor  from  the 
death  of  the  decedent  and  give  security  for  tlie  payment  of  the  tax  (48), 

The  register  formerly  kept  records  of  mrrrin;;es,  births,  and  deaths, 
together  v.dth  general  indexes  to  these  records  in  separate  boo.ks.   These  duties 
have  been  taken  over  by  the  State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  (49). 

As  Clerk  of  Orphans'  Court 


Before  the  register  of  vdlls  can  assume  his  duties  as  clerk  of  XAic    orphans' 
court,  he  must  give  a  bond  and  take  an  oath  of  office  (50). 

Custody  of  the  recorcis  and  seal  of  the  orphans'  court  is  vested  in  the 
clerk  (51),  v/ho  performs  all  t'lc  duties  pertaining  to  his  office  under  the 
direction  of  the  court  (52).   He  also  has  the  povrer  to  administer  oaths  (53). 

He  must  record  in  dockets  all  court  proceedings,  aocounts  of  fiduciaries 
and  reports  of  auditors  appointed  by  the  court  (54).   In  Luzerne  County  these 
general  records  are  kept  in  the  Continuance  Docket  and  Miscellaneous  Docket, 
The  accounts  of  fiduciaries  aru  ent^^red  hj   the  clerk  in  the  Accounts  Docket, 
and  the  audits  of  these  accounts  are  transcribed  into  the  Orphans*  Court  Dis- 
tribution D^.ckot  (55), 

Elections  to  talce  real  estate  in  lieu  of  legacies  (56),  and  agreements  for 
the  division  of  realty  devised  in  trust  (57),  arid  petitions  for  the  partition 
of  a  decedent's  real  i,-state  (53)  are  filed  -./ith  the  cleric,  v;ho  keeps  a  Partition 
Docket  (59)  and  Index  (60). 

The  orphans'  court  has  jurisdiction  ov-^i'   adoptions  and  the  records  of  such 
proceedings  are  kept  in  the  ndoption  Docket  (61). 

The  clerk  issues  marriage  licenses  (62),  and  must  keep  a  Marriage  License 
Docko-t  (63),   The  application  for  license,  together  v/ith  the  license,  its 
duplicate,  and  the  certificate  of  marriage  are  recorded  by  the  clerl-:  (64).  'Vhen 
the  clerk  refuses  to  gravit  s  license,  he  certifies  the  proceedings  to  the  orphans' 


46-  1919  PL  521  s  15;  1923  PL  1078  s  3.   -.7-  19l7  PL  415  s  13.   48-  191C  PL 
521  s  3.   49-  1352  PL  2  as  am.  1907  PL  422  s  1  and  supp.  1915  PL  900  s  1;  1923  PL 
498  s  201;  1927  PL  207  s  3.   50-  1929  PL  1278  s  55,  225.   51-  1834  PL  353  s  56  rep. 
1917  PL  363  s  24  but  r..en.  in  s  8  (b)  (1),   52-  1917  PL  363  s  8  (b)  (l).   53-  1929 
PL  1278  s  226.   54-  1850  PL  569  s  18;  1917  PL  363  s  8  (b)  (2);  1917  PL  447  s  59 
(h),  59  (j)  (1);  Rules  of  the  Courts  of  Luzerne  County,  Poinisylvania,  Wilkcs-Barre, 
1926,  p.  69.   55-""c"ourt  Rules,  p,  69.   56-  1917  PL  447  s  32  {'a)\      57-  1923  PL  846 
s  2,  8,   58-  1917  PL  o37  e  2;  1927  PL  449  si.   59-  1889  PL  23  s  1  rep.  1917  PL  337 
s  45  but  reen.  in  s  41;   Court  Rules,  p,  69.   60-  1917  PL  337  s  39  (a),  42.   61- 
1925  PL  127  s  1  am.  1929  PL  822  "s  1=   Court  Rules,  p.  69.   62-  1885  PL  146  s  1; 
1909  PL  446  si.   63-  1885  PL  l-S    s  2.   64-  1885  PL  146  s  1;  1893  PL  27  s  1; 
1895  PL  202  s  1;  1913  PL  1015  s  1;  1955  PL  152  s  1. 
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court  and  notifies  tho  appliccnts  (^5).  "^en  a  ninor  applying  for  o  licence 
has  no  parent  or  gui-rdian  to  give  consent  avid  the  judg^^  of  the  orphans'  court 
is  not  accessible,  the  clerh  may  appoint  a  guardian  (6G).   Part  of  the  marriage 
license  fee  is  for  the  usl-  of  the  state,  and  the  clerk  transmits  it  monthly  to 
the  State  Treasurer  tliroutrh  tlic  Department  of  Revenue  (67), 

By  rule  of  the  orphans'  court,  the  clerk  also  ]:,.epE  an  Orphans'  Court 
Argijment  List,  a  Minute  Book  and  an  Index  to  Devisees,  Heirs,  Legatees,  Pur- 
chasers, Trustees,  Etc.  (68), 

In  some  instances  the  duties  of  the  register  of  v/ills  are  not  clc-.rly 
separated  from  those  of  the  clerk  of  orphans*  court.  Either  the  clerk  or  register 
gives  v«"itton  notice  to  interested  parties  of  the  filing  of  fiduciaries' 
accounts  (69),   Executors  and  administrators  must  file  vdth  the  register  or 
clerk  a  statement  in  duplicate  of  the  items  in  their  possession  vjhich  may  be  cub- 
ject  to  a  personal  property  tax;  he  must  then  send  a  copy  to  the  Department  of 
Revenue  (70).   Letters  mil  not  be  issued  to  a  foreign  corporation,  unless  it 
files  vdth  tlie  register  or  clerl:  an  appointment  of  a  r^^-sidcnt  upon  v/hon  process 
may  be  served  (71). 

The  regist'.-r  of  %'ills  and  clerk  if  tlxo   orphans'  court  must  make  a  monthly 
return  and  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  through  the  Department  of  Revenue  all 
moneys  receivod  for  th.:.  use  of  the  Commonvroalth  (72).   Like  other  county 
officials  he  is  required  to  keep  records  of  the  business  of  his  office,  and 
must  keep  account  of  all  fees  received  (73)',  idiich  acc^vmt  is  scrutinized  by 
the  controller  fr^m  time  to  time  (sec  Controller),   lie  nui-t  deliver  up  the  books, 
seals,  records,  ajid  other  v^ritings  of  the  office  to  his  successor  (74). 

In  counties  such  cs  Luzerne,  ^v^iere  the  orphans'  covirt  is  a  separate  court 

of  record,  it  has  control  of  the  mode  of  keeping  of  indexes  by  the  clerk  of 

orphans'  court  and  register  of  mils  (75),  and  ;ill  orders  and  directions  of 

the  court  by  virtue  of  this  povrer  must  be  entered  in  full  on  its  records  (76). 


65-  1913  PL  1013  s  4.   66-  1385  PL  14G  s  3;  1903  PL  80  s  1;  1905  PL  58  s  1; 
1915  PL  636  s  1.   67-  1925  PL  494  s  1;  1929  PL  S'iS  s  612.   68-  G-urt  Rules, 
p.  69.   69-  1917  PL  447  s  46  (c).   70-  1955  ?L  414  s  11.   71-  1917  PL  447  s  57 
(a).   72-  1857  PL  559  s  79;  1893  PL  125  s  1;  1929  PL  54-3  s  901;  1931  PL  318  s  1. 
73-  1868  PL  3  s  8  par.  7  as  am.  1901  PL  175  s  1.  By  1810,  5  Sm  L  105,  these 
accounts  liad  to  be  forvmrded  to  the  Auditor  General.   This  act  ivas  rep.  as  to 
counties  v/ith  a  population  of  150,000  or  over  by  1876  PL  13.  74-  1917  PL  415 
s  1  (b)  (1).   75-  1891  PL  129  s  5;  1929  PL  776  s  1.   76-  1891  PL  129  s  6. 
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Register  of  Vfills  and  Clerk  of  Orphans'  Court  -  Argument  Lists;     (217-221) 
Minutes;  Inventories  and  Appraisements 


Argument  Lists 
(See.  also  oiitries  80-85/167,  176,  183) 

217.  ORPIL.NS'  C0in;T  i_RGUlvElW  LIST,  1880—.  4  vols.  (2-5).  Title  varies: 
Orphons'  Court  Argwient  Docket,  1880-1900,  1  vol. 

Record  of  arguments  lioard  in  orphans'  court  in  connection  vrith   estates  of 
decedents,  shov/ing  court  tern  and  case  no.,  naraes  of  decedent  and  attorneys, 
date  exception  vjas  filed  and  reas  n  for  arguiaent.  Arr.  chron.  by  term  of  court. 
No  index.  Hdv;.  Aver.  500  pp.  16  x  9  x  Ifj.   Off.  vlt. 

Minutes 
(See  also  entries  86,  177) 

218.  MINUTE  BOOK,  1866-71,  1875—*  24  vols. 

Minutes  of  sessions  of  orphans'  court,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  date 
and  time  of  meeting,  naraos  of  judge  and  parties  involved, and  business  transacted. 
Arr.  chron.  by  court  tern.   1866-71,  no  index;  for  index  1875 — ,  see  entry  243. 
Hdv/.  :.ver.  550  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.   1866-71,  1  vol.,  janitor's  bsmt.  stm.;  1875—, 
23  vols.,  off.  vlt. 

Inventories  and  Appraisenonts 

219.  INVENTORY,  1786-1889.   4,500  popors  in  24  f.b.  (A-Z  by  contained 
letters  of  alphabet).   1848-92  in  Miscellaneous,  entry  240;  1890 — 
in  (Register's  File),  entry  239, 

Original  inventory  and  appraisement,  showing  c-:.urt  tern  and  case  no.,  names  of 
decedent  and  appraisers,  inventory  and  value tion  of  all  personal  property,  name 
of  person  requesting  appraisal,  date  and  oath  of  appraisers,  date  filed,  vol. 
and  p.  v/here  recorded  in  Inventory  and  Appraisement  Docket,  entry  221,  and  name 
and  address  of  attorney,  j^lso  contains:  (Vendue  Lists),  entry  226.  Arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  decedent.   No  index.   Hdw.,  and  hdw.  on  ptd.  fn«   llg-  x  5  x  15.   Off. 
vlt. 

220.  yaOOY/'S  .■•.PPR.USEI'/EIMT,  1875—.   10  vols,  (1-10), 

Record  of  appraisenonts  filed  by  surviving  spouse  electing  to  take  against  the 
vd.ll,  shordng  term  of  court  and  case  no.,  names  of  decedent  and  surviving  spouse, 
date  of  appraisal,  valuation  of  all  personal  property,  signatures  of  appraisers, 
dates  filed  and  approved,  iirr.  by  cc;urt  tern  and  case  no.  For  index,  see 
entries  243',  244.   Hdv/.  ..ver.  300  pp.  18  x  6  x  2*   Off.  vlt, 

221.  INVENTORY  .uTiL.ISEIffiNT  DOCKET,  1859—.   47  vols.  (l-47). 
Record  of  inventories  and  appraisements  filed,  showing  name  and  address  of 
decedent  and  legatees,  valuation  and  summary  of  property  and  assets,  name  of 
personal  representative  of  estate,  date  of  filing  inventory,  and  affidavit  of 
appraisers  and  personal  representative,  j^rr.  cliron.  by  date  of  entry.  For  index 
see  entries  243,244.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fn.,  1887-1909,  1915-18,  vols.  12-24,  29-31; 
typed  on  ptd..  fm.,  1909-14,  vols.  25-28.   ..ver.  400  pp.  18  x  16  x  2.   Off.  vlt. 
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Register  of  Wills  ^nd  Clerk  of  Orphans'  Ccurt  -  T-.xation  of         (222-226) 
Estates;  Sales 

T;-.x:iticn  cf  Sstut^s 
(S-ie  uloc  caitri.3  261-259) 

222.  COLLATERAL  INHjlRrPAi^CS  DOCKLIT,  x675- 1924.  4  vcls.  (2-5). 

Detailed  record  of  in;;eritance  taxes  paid  on  estates,  shov/in;;  court  tern,,  case  no. 
name  of  deceased,  locc.tion  of  deed  recording,  appraised  value  and  porsonal  pro- 
perty, total  value,  aiaouiit  subject  to  tax,  amount  of  tax,  datu  paid,  appraiser's 
fee,  date  of  filing  of  r-turn,  -.nd  signature  of  appraisers.  Arr .  chrcn.  by- 
return  filing  datu.  1876-93,  1  vol.,  indexed  ^.Iph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  decedent;  1394-1924,  3  vols.,  no  index.  Hdv;.,  1876-1916;  typed,  1916--17. 
Aver.  500  pp.  16  x  11  x  3.  Off. 

223.  i:JH2RITAiviGZ  T.U  Gir.-^TION;  1925  —  .  125  pap.rs  in  1  f.b. 
P.oitions  of  register  of  wills  for  cit-tions  for  paycent  of  inheritance  tax, 
showing  n^mes  of  estate,  register,  and  his  attorney,  court  teriL  and  case  no., 
nar^c  and  address  of  decedent,  .li.ount  of  estate  subj-.ct  to  tax,  aruount  of  t--x 
ii;.po3ed,  time  overdue,  penalties,  names  and  -addresses  of  holders  of  decedi-nt's 
real  cst..tu,  date  each  is  to  appear  in  court,  signature  of  attorney  ajnd  affid-.vit 
of  register.  Also  court  order  issuing  citation,  snoving  n-^uu  of  decadent,  court 
tv-rm  and  case  no.,  and  sign-turc  of  judge.  Not  arr.  No  index.  Typed  on  ptd. 

fffi.  11^  X  5  X  15.  Off. 

Sales 
(Sue  aleo  entries  145,  146) 

224.  ADVSRTISEMSImTd,  1788-1809.  1  vol.  Discontinued, 

Record  of  orphans'  court  orders  for  3-.le  of  proporty  where  personalty  is  insuf- 
ficient to  meet  claims  ag...in3t  the  est.-te,  shov/in^  na:j;e  of  decedent,  date  and 
no.  of  court  order,  loc-.tion  and  description  of  property,  d^te  and  reason  for 
sale,  nuE^ber  of  tiiies  advertised  for  salt;,  n  a-.e  of  administrator  of  estate  and 
sign-eture  of  clerk  of  orphans'  court.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  court  order.  No 
index.  Hdv/.  Condition  fair.  25  pp.  12  x  8  x  •!•.  Coi.uas.  bsnt.  vlt . 

225.  RE.iL  ZSTATS  S.iLES  DOCKET,  1891--.  23  vols.  (11-33).  1875-90  in 
partition  Docket,  .ntry  241. 

Transcript  of  petition  of  executor  to  sell  dec-dent's  real  est-^te  at  public  or 
private  sale  for  payment  of  debts,  showing  naiiie  of  executor,  date  appointed, 
n;iL;e3  cf  decedent  aiid  heirs,  description  and  value  of  real  and  personal  property, 
portion  to  be  sold,  list  of  decedent's  debts  v/ith  amount  and  naj^^e  of  creditor, 
decree  of  court  with  name  of  judge.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  recording.  For 
index  see  entries  243,  244.  Hdv/.,  1875-1907,  vcls.  1-20 j  typed,  1908—,  vols. 
21-33.  Av>^r.  500  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.  Off. 

226.  (VSi.DUE  LISTS),  1788—.  1788-1889  in  Inventory,  .ntry  219,  1890— 
in  (Register's  File),  entry  239. 

Lists  cf  Ciecedcnts'  property  sold  at  public  sale,  showing  court  term  and  case 
no.,  najEe  of  decedtnt,  date  and  place  of  sale,  list  of  real  and  personal  property 
sold,  namt  of  purchaser,  signature  of  administroLtor,  vol.  and  p.  where  recorded 
in  Vendue  Docket,  entry  227,  and  date  filed. 


Register  of  Y/ills  and  Clerk  of  Orphans'  Court  -  Distribution  of     (227-231) 
Estates:  Fiduciaries'  Accounts 


227k   VENDUE  DOCKET,  1859—.   5  vols.  (1-5). 
Record  of  decedent's  property  sold  at  public  sole,  shomng  narie  of  decedent, 
date  and  place  of  sr.le,  ai'.ount  realized,  articles  sold,  nancs  of  purchasers,  and 
list  of  articles  taken  by  heirs  at  appraisencnt,  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry-. 
For  index  sec  entries  243,  2-i'i,  Hdw.  Aver.  600  pp.  20  x  12  x  2".  Off.  vlt. 

Distribution  of  Estates 

228.  DISTRIBUTION  LIST  DOCKET  (Schedule  of  Appearances),  1898—, 
4  vols.  (4-7). 

List  of  cases  before  court  in  ro  audits  of  estates,  shov/ing  court  torn,  case  and 
appearance  no.,  nanus  of  attorney  and  decedent,  first,  partial,  or  final  account, 
none  of  person  filing  account,  and  date  of  appearance.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of 
appearance.   For  index  see  entries  243,  244#  Typed  on  ptd.  fn.  Aver.  500  pp. 
18  X  12  X  2,   Off. 

Fiduciaries'  Accounts 
(See  also  entries  161-163) 

229.  ORra.NS'  COURT  DISTRIBUTION  DOCKET,  1876—.   32  vols.  (1-32). 
Transcripts  of  audits  of  first  and  final  accounts  of  fiduciaries,  showing  court 
tern  and  case  no.,  nancs  of  decedent,  estate  and  fiduciaries,  dates  of  decedent's 
death  and  audit,  ariount  to  be  distributed,  nancs  of  heirs  and  creditors  vdth 
anount  and  purpose  of  clain,  total  anount  of  clair.is,  pro  rata  anounts  allowed 
for  clains  by  court,  date  and  confimation  of  audit,  dates  and  signatures  of 
receipt  for  anounts  paid  to  heirs  and  creditors,  signature  of  clerk  of  orphans' 
court,  and  'late  rf  filing.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry  of  original  account. 

For  index  see  entries  243,  244.   Hdv:.,  1076-1908,  vols.  1-18;  typed,  1909 — , 
vols.  19-32.   Aver.  500  pp.  20  x  12  x  3«   Off, 

230.  ACCOUNTS  (of  Fiduciaries),  1788-1899.   3,700  papers  in  34  f.b, 
1848-92  also  in  Miscellaneous,  entry  240;  1900—  in  (Register's 
File),  entry  239. 

Accounts  filed  by  fiduciaries,  shovdng  date  filed,  nanes  of  fiduciaries  and 
decedent,  anoxmt  realized  fron  sale  of  estate,  itonized  list  of  expensos,^  total 
expenses,  and  balance  on  hand,  also  affidavit  of  fiduciary  guaranteeing  correct- 
ness of  account  vdth  date,  nane  of  register  of  vdlls,  and  signatiu-es  of  fiduciary 
and  register.  Arr.  alph.  by  nane  of  estate.  No  index.  Kdvj-.   11^  x  5  x  15. 
Off.  vlt. 

231.  ACCOTOIT  DOCKET,  1850—.   70  vols.  (1-7,  1-63).  Title  varies:  Accounts 
and  Reports  Docket,  1850-74,  vols.  1-7. 

Transcripts  of  first  and  final  accounts  filed  by  fiduciaries,  shovang  nane  of 
decedent,  court  tern  and  case  nor,  nane  of  fiduciary,  anount  of  inventory, 
itonized  list  of  clains  against  estate  with  anount  and  reason  for  clain  and  nane 
of  clainant,  total  anount  of  claiins,  and  balance  left  for  distribution.  i;lso 
affidavit  of  fiduciary  guaranteeing  correctness  of  account,  shovdng  nane  of 
fiduciary,  dates  svrorn  and  filed,  signature  of  fiduciary,  notarial  seal,  and 
vrhothcr  exceptions  have  been  filed.  Arr.  citron,  by  date  of  entry.  For  index 
see  entries  243,  244#  Hdw.,  1350-1907,  vols..  1-7,  1-25;  typed,  1908 — ,  vols. 
26-63.  Aver.  680  pp.  18  x  zh  x  13.   Off, 
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Register   cf  Wills  and  Cltirk   of  Orphans'   Ccurt   -  Wills  (232-237> 

V/ills 


232*  BONDS  AITO  WILLS,  1787-187^.  4,700  papers  in  27  f.b.  (A-Z  by  con- 
tained letters  cf  al^.h^bet).  1875--  in  (Resistor's  Fil^,),  sntry 
239. 
Original  v/ills  and  bcnis  fii.  A  by  ncn-rosidont  oXccutives  and  av^r.dnist raters  of 
intestates.  Wills  shew  na;..6S  of  dsculent,  heirs,  and  oxucutcrs,  dute  of  will, 
ar..ounts  involved,  conditions  and  ter^iS  cf  will,  and  3i._inatures  una  seals  of 
witnesses  and  decedent.  Bends  she\/  ncjaes  of  administrators,  surety,  and 
decedent,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  conditions  of  obligation,  signatures  of 
v/itnesses,  surety,  and  administrator,  date  of  filing,  vol.  and  p.  where  recorded 
in  Bond  Book,  entry  235.  Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  decedent.  No  index.  Hdw.,  and 
hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  11-^  x  5  x  15.  Off. 

233.  WILL  BOOK,  1787--.  63  vols.  (A-Z,  AA,  26-'63) . 

Transcripts  of  wills,  showing  name  of  deceasea,  date  of  death,  date  and  contents 
of  will,  names  of  witnesses,  date  of  granting  of  letters,  and  date  oi   probate. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  cf  filing.  Hdw.,  1767-1907,  vols.  A-Z;  AAj  typed,  1907  —  , 
vcls.  26-63.  Aver.  600  pp.  20  x  12  x  3.  1821-51,  vol.  B,  janitor's  bsmt .  strm., 
1787-1820,  1852--,  62  vols.,  off. 

234.  '.7ILL  BOOK  IlMDSX,  1787--.  3  vcls.  (dated  and  labeled  1-3). 
Alphabetical  index  to  -Vill  Book,  giving  name  of  deceased,  residence,  date  of 
death,  nc .  cf  v/ill,  vol.  and  p.  Typed.  Aver.  450  pp.  20  x  12  x  4.  Off. 

235.  BOND  BOOK  (Administrator's),  1672-78,  1682—.  27  vols.  (2,  3, 
5-29). 

Record  of  administrators*  bonds  filed,  showing  court  term,  case  no.,  d^^tes  cf 
bond  and  filing,  names  cf  administrator  and  surety,  amount  and  conditions  of 
obligation  and  signature  of  register  and  deputy.  For  original  bends,  see 
entries  232  and  239.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  term  ani  c.se  no.  For  index  see 
entries  243,  244.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  400  pp.  15  x  12  x  2.  1672-76,  1886- 
1919,  vols.  2,  3,  6-19,  cff.  vlt.j  1882-86,  vol.  5,  j  miter's  bsmt.  strm., 
1919--,  vols.  20-29,  cf i . 

236.  CITATION  DOCKET,  1363-1912.  1  vol.  1913—  in  Ccntinuunce  Docket, 
entry  242. 

Record  cf  citations  issued,  showing  d,ts  cf  issuo,  nu.ic3  of  decedent,  and  party 
asking  for  citation,  and  attorney,  reason  for  citation,  nam^s  of  heirs  of 
estate,  date  of  and  ans-wer  made  to  citation,  ccurt  term  and  case  no.,  disposi- 
tion, and  costs  involved.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  For  index  see  entries 
243,  244.  Hdw.  490  pp.  16  x  12  x  2.  Off.  vlt. 

237.  UNDISTRIBUTED  FILES  ,  1663-1917.  400  papers  in  3  f.b.  Title  varies: 
Unpaid  Files,  1675-1917,  1  f.b.  1916—  in  (Regiscor's  Fil^.),  entry 
239. 

Original  papers  in  connection  v/ith  ^states  upon  v/hich  the  fee  for  filing  and 
recording  has  never  been  paid,  showing  noi^t  of  decedent,  court  term  ana  case  no., 
names  of  interested  parties,  i-ts  ;xnd  character  of  papers,  affidavits,  and 
official  seals  and  signatures.  Not  arr.  No  index.  Typed,  hdw.,  and  hdw.  on 
ptd.  fm.  Ill  X  5  X  15.  Off*  vlt. 
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Register  of  'tills  end  Clork  of  Orphcns*  Court  -  Pnrtition  (238-241) 

238.  OTJFTNISIIED  V.'ILLS  (Unsettled  Estctes),  1855—.   500  pcpers  in  5  f.b. 
Title  vcrics:  l.ills  Not  Probctod,  1856,  1  f.b. 

Original  vails  end  papers  filed  in  connoctioh  vdth  estates,  the  settlement  of 
v/hich  l:u;s  boon  indefinitely  postponed.   If  estate  is  settled,  papers  ore  removed 
from  this  file  and  plticed  in  (Register's  File),  entry  23C.  Not  arr«  No  index. 
Hdw,,  cud  hdv;.  on  ptd.  fm.   llo-  x  5  x  15.   Off. 

239.  (REGISTER'S  FILE),  1787—.  52,000  pcpers  in  1,223  f.b.  (1787-1874, 
j.-Z  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet,  1875 — ,  labeled  by  court  term 
and  case  no.). 

Original  papers  filed  in  re  settlement  of  estates,  such  as  petitions  for  letters 
of  administration,  citfitions,  discharge  of  administrator,  distribution,  appoint- 
ment of  ar'praisers,  and  elections  to  take  agrinst  vail,  report  of  auditors, 
exceptions,  bonds,  and  liens  filed,  release  of  legacies,  v/idov/s'  appraisement, 
returns  and  oaths  of  appraisers,  and  court  rules,  orders,  and  decrees.   Papers 
shov;  court  term  and  CC' sc  and  estcte  nos.,  names  of  decedent,  attorneys,  and 
interested  "x^rtics,  date  and  character  of  paper,  affidavits,  notarial  and  official 
seals,  signatures,  and  date  filed.  Also  contains:  Inventory,  1890—,  entry  219; 
(Vendue  Lists),  1890 — ,  entry  226;  Accounts  (  of  Fiduciaries),  1900 — ,  entry  230; 
Bonds  and  ^fills,  1875 — ,  entry  232;  Undistributed  Files,  1918—,  entry  237* 
1787-1874,  arr,  alph.  by  name  of  decedent  and  chron.  by  date  filed;  1875 — ,  orr. 
bjr  court  term  and  c^ise  no.   No  index,   Hdv/.,  and  hdv/.  on  ptd.  fm.,  typed,  and 
typed  on  ptd.  fm.   lli  x  5  x  15.   1787-1920,  759  f.b.,  off.  vlt.;  1920— i 
464  f.b.,  off. 

Partition 
(See  also  entries  133,  134) 

240.  MISCELLANEOUS,  1848-92.   190  papers  in  1  f.b. 

Miscellaneous  original  pa.pers  filed  in  connection  v.dth  settlements  of  estates, 
such  as  petition  for  citation,  citations,  court  orders  of  sale,  and  rules  on 
minor  children  and  guardians.   Papers  shov;-  name  of  decedent,  court  term  and 
case  no.,  names  of  interested  parties,  date,  type  and  character  of  instrument, 
affidavits,  officials'  seals  and  signatures,  and  dates  of  filing.  ^-.Iso  con- 
tains: Inventory,  t.ntr*,'-  219;  Accounts  (of  Fiduciaries),  entry  230.  Wot  arr. 
No  index,   Hdv/. ,  and  hdv/.  on  ptd.  fr.i.   lljj  x  5  x  15,   Off.  vlt. 

241.  P..RTITION  DOCKET,.  1875— .   16  vols.  ( 1-10,  1-6)  .   Title  varies: 
Partition  and  Sales  Docket,  1875-90,  vols.  1-10. 

Transcript  of  papers  filed  in  re  partition  of  estates,  such  as  petitions  for 
citation,  for  appointmeiit  of  trustee  to  sell  real  estate,  for  inquest  in  partition, 
for  rule  on  heirs  to  accept  or  refuse  ret;l  estate  value  as  fixed  by  jury  of 
inquest,  citation  for  possession  of  prei.iiscs  a.nd  returns  of  real  estate  sale  by 
trustee.   Transcript  of  papers  shov;  court  tenn  and  ca.se  no.,  nam'-s  of  decedent, 
parties  corjcerned,  and  judge,  date  and  character  of  petition,  description  and 
Vclue  of  estate,  court  orders  and  decrees,  r^nd  date  filed.  Also  bond  filed  by 
person  accepting  partition  i-Tiling,  receipt  of  shares  due  each  legatee  vriLth  date, 
names  of  legatee  and  v/itnesses.  Also  contains:  Real  Estate  Sales  Docket, 
1875-90,  entry  225.  .  rr,  chron.  by  .'ate  of  entry.   For  index  see  entries  243, 
244.   Hdv^.,  1875-1915,  vols.,  1-10,  1-3;  typed,  1915—,  vols.  4-6,  Aver,  570 
pp.  18  X  13  X  5,   Off. 
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Dockets 

242.  CONTITOAFCE  DOCKET,    1778--.      50  vols,    (dated).      Title   varies: 
Orphans'    Court   locket,    1778-1874,    11   vols. 

Record    of  all   proceedir>,?-s    in   settle^^ent   of   estates,    showing   no.    and   name    of 
estate,    names    and   addresses    of  decedent    and    ettorney,    dates    of   death,    probate, 
and   ,q:rartinF    of    letters,    inventories,   bonds,    accounts,    and    liens    filed,    approval 
of  puardian  or  trustee,    (late   of  audit,    confir^-Pti  ons    nisi    and    absolute,    and   title, 
vol.    and   p.    of   docket    or   boo]-    where   each   paper    is    recorded.      Also    contains: 
Citation  Pocket,    1913--,    entry   236;    T'iscellaneous    Docket,    Guardians,    1778-1909, 
entry  250.      Arr.    num.   by  estate   no.      1778-1874   indexed   alph.   by  name   of   decedent. 
For    index    1870-1904,    see   entry   244;    1875--,    see  entry  243.      Hdw.   Aver,    600  pp. 
20  X   12   X   3.      0^'f. 

243.  CONTIKITAFCE   DOCKET    INDEX,    1875—.      10  vols,    (dated   and    labeled  A-K, 
L-Z,    and   1-5,    2  vols,   to  each  no.). 

Alphabetical    index   to   Continuance   Docket;    Minute   Book,    entry  218;    Widow's 
Appraisement,    entry  220;    Inventory  Appraisement   Docket,    entry  221;    U^pI   E.state 
Sales    Docket,    entry   225;    Vendue   Docket,    entry   227;    Tistribution  List  Docket. 
(Schedule   of  Appeararces ),    entry  228;    Orphans'    Court  Distribution  Docket,    entry 
229;    Account   Docket,    entry  231;    Bond    Book    (Administrator's)      entry  235;    Citation 
Docket,    entry  236;    Partition  Docket,    entry  241;    Miscellaneous   Docket,    entry   245; 
!''i5cellaneous   Docket,    Guardians,    entry  250.      Index   shows   name   and   address    of 
decedent,    J'ear,   an'-"    case  no.      Also   contr-ins:    Index   to   Devisees,    Heirs,    Legatees, 
Purchasers,    Trustees,    :-tc . ,    1905--,    entry  244.      Hdv/.    on  ptd .    fm.      Av-r.    400  pp. 
19   X   13   X   4.      Off. 

244.  IFDKX  TO  DEVISE'S,    HEIRS,    LEGATEES,    PUi  C'-"ASEP.S,    TP.TTSTEES,    ETC., 
1870-1904.      3   vols.    (A-H,    I-R,    S-Z  by  contained   letters    of  alphabet). 
1905 —    in  Continufnco   Docket   Index,    entry  243. 

General    alphabetical   index   to   rll   record  books    in   rodster's    office,    showing 
names    of  devisees,    heirs,    legatees,    purchasers,    and   trustees,    date   of  death, 
.title   of   record,    vol.,    p.,    and    case   no.      Hdw.      Aver.    400  pp.    13   x   18   x   2.      Off. 
vlt. 

245.  FISCELT  i^''EOns   DOCKET,    1875--.      38   vols,    (dated    t^nd    labeled   1-38). 
Trr.rscription  of  miscellaneous   papers    filed    in  coni^ection  with   settlement   of 
estates,    such    as   petitions,    r lection   to   take    real   property  without   concession, 
petition   for   allowance,    release   or  r.ppointment  of   guardian,    bonds   posted,    letters 
£rr::ntod,    court  rules    and   orders,    citations,    deeds,   powers   of  attorney,    and 
cgreemonts,    shovang  court  term,  and   case   no.,    names   of  decedent,   attorney,    and 
interested   parties,    date,    type    end   charrcter   of  papers,    affidavits   and   date 
filed.      Arr.    chron.   by  court   t.' rr  end    ccse   no.      For    indexes    sec    entries    243, 
244.      Hdw.,    1875-1907;    ty^n.d,    1907—.      Aver.    600  pp.    20  x    12    x  3.      Off. 

Adoption 

246.  ORPHANS'    COURT   lEGAL  ADOPTIONS,    1925—.      500  papers    in  7   f.b. 
1787-1924   in  Common  Pleas    Files,    entry   119. 

Papers  filed  in  adoption  procecdia^s,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  date,  npjne, 
address,  end  occupation  of  gu^rdirn,  name,  ago,  and  sex  of  ward,  names  of  attorney 
md    judge,   affidavit   as    to  r-  sponsibility   of  crurrdirrs   and   reasons    for  adoption. 
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und  decree  of  court.  Arr.  chrcn.  by  court  term  -rul  C-s^  nc.  Nc  index.  Typed, 
and  typed  on  ptd.  fra,  11-|  x  5  x  15.   Off. 

247.  ADOPTION  DOCKET,  1925—.  2  vols.  1787-1924  in  Continuance  Docket, 
entry  120, 

Record  of  all  proceedings  in  .adoption  including  a  transcription  of  papers  filed, 
showing  case  no.,  name  of  person  adopted,  name  and  address  of  adopting  parents, 
dates  of  execution  and  filing  of  p-ipers  with  names  of  officials  -attesting  same, 
and  date  of  decree.  Arr.  num.  by  case  no.  Type:'*  Jiver.  600  pp.  18  x  15  x  3|-. 
Off. 

248.  INDEX  TO  ADOPTIONS,  1925—.   1  vol. 

Index  to  Adoption  Docket,  showing  name  of  person  adopted,  original  n^-rae,  and 
adopting  parents,  date  of  adoption,  case  no.,  vol.  and  p.  Arr.  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  person  adopted.  Hdu.  on  ptd.  fm.  450  pp.  18  x  15  x  3. 
Off. 

Appointment  of  Guardians 
(See  also  entries  161,  162) 

249.  .'iPPOIK'TKfENT  OF  GU:vRDIAN  FOR  CONSENT  OF  MARRI^E,  1925  —  .   110 
papers  in  1  f.b. 

Petition  for  appointment  of  guardian  to  give  consent  to  marriage  of  minors, 
showing  court  terra  and  case  no.,  minor's  n-me,  d-.te  and  place  of  birth,  names 
of  minor's  parents  and  intended  spouse,  affidavits  and  signatures  of  minor, 
guardian,  and  minor's  relative,  d.;te  petition  approved  by  court,  ^nd  signature 
of  clerk  of  orphans'  court.  Set  »rr.  No  index.  Hdw.  11-g-  x  5  x  15.  Off. 

250.  L'.ISCll.L.iNSOUS  DOCKET,  Ga.RDIiiNS,  1910—.  6  vols.  1778-1909  in 
Continuance  Docket,  entry  242. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  appointment  of  guardians  for  minors,  showing  court  term 
and  case  no.,  name  of  decedent,  name,  address,  age,  and  d  .to  of  birth  of  minor, 
name  and  address  of  proposed  guardian,  date  appointed  by  court,  amount  of  bond 
required,  and  court's  approval  of  surety,  and  date  of  filing  petition,  ^^rr. 
chron.  by  court  term  and  case  no.  For  index  see  entry  243.  Typed.  Aver.  600 
pp.  20  X  12  x  3.  Off. 

Vital  Statistics 

251.  MARRIAGE  LICENSE  DOCKET,  1685—.   101  vols. 

Record  of  marriages,  showing  no.  and  d-te  of  application,  names  of  applicants, 
addresses,  color,  occupation,  n;arital  status,  how  former  marriage  was  dissolved, 
name  and  address  of  parents  with  maiden  name  of  mother,  health  conditions  of 
applicants,  and  signatures,  date  of  marriage,  and  name  of  person  officiating. 
Arr.  chron.  by  no.  of  application.  1883-1922,  1929  —  ,  vols.  1-55,  75-101, 
indexed  alph.  by  names  of  parties.  For  index  1923-28,  vols.  56-74,  see  entries 
252,  253.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  795  pp.  18  x  3  x  4.   Off. 

252.  INDEX  TO  MARRIAGE  LICENSE,  1923-25.  8  vols.  (4  vols.,  females,  A-Zj 
4  vols.,  males,  A-Z  labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet).  Dis- 
continued. 

Alphabetical  index  to  Marriage  License  Docket,  showing  names  of  parties,  date 
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of  application,  date  of  narriage,  nur„e  cf  person  performing  coreLcny.  This 
separate  index  was  continued  in  Kurriage  License  Dockets  Index,  entry  253,  v/hich 
in  turn  v/as  discontinue:',  in  ''avor  of  the  self-centained  indexes  in  oach  vol. 
of  the  dockets.  Typed  en  ptl.  fi...  Av.r.  490  pp.  16  x  13  x  3 .  Off. 

253.  LIARRIAGE  LIGSMSZ  DOCKETS  INDEX,  fcrch  6,  1923 -January  19,  1928. 
1  vol.  Discontinued. 

Alphabetical  index  to  Marriage  Lic-nse  Dccket,  shcv/ing  names  of  parties,  decket 
vol.  and  p.,  and  application  nc .  Continues  Index  to  Marriage  License,  entry  252. 
This  separate  index  uas  liscontinued  in  favor  ef  sulf-centain^sd  index  in  each 
vol.  of  the  dockets.  Hdw.  and  typed.  360  pp.  18  x  13  x  2.  Off. 

254.  RSaiSTRATION  OF  BIRTHS,  1894-1905.  7,000  papers  in  23  f.b.  Dis- 
continued as  a  county  record j  subsequent  records  kept  by  State 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Record  of  births  and  affidavit  filod  by  assessors,  showing  naL.es  of  n.unicipality 
and  assessor,  date  of  return,  nat.e,  sex,  and  colcr  tf  child,  date  and  place  of 
birth,  naL.e  and  address  cf  parents,  father's  occupation,  affidavit  of  assessor 
guaranteeing  correctness  of  record,  shovdng  date,  signatures  of  assessor  i\nd 
justice  of  the  peace,  justice's  seal,  dates  of  filing  and  recording,  Arr.  alph. 
by  naxfie  of  municipality  and  chron.  by  date  filed.  No  index.  Hdvif.  on  ptd.  fm. 
11-i-  X  5  X  15.  Off.  vlt. 

255.  RSCJISTSR  OF  BIRTHS,  1894-1905.  10  vols.  (A-Z  by  contained  letters 
of  alphabet).  Discontinued  as  a  county  recordj  subsequent  records 
kept  by  State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Register  of  births,  showing  date  of  record,  name  of  child,  sex,  color,  date,  and 
place  of  birth,  name  and  address  of  parents,  father's  occupation,  and  date  of 
record.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  record.  Indexed  alph.  oy  name  of  child.  Hdw. 
on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  500  pp.  18  x  13  x  3 .  Off. 

256.  REGISTRATION  OF  DEATHS,  1894-1905.  6,200  papers  in  23  f.b.  Dis- 
continued as  county  record,  subsequent  r-:.cords  kept  by  State  Bureau 
of  Vital  Statistics. 

Record  of  deaths  and  affidavit  filed  by  assessors,  showing  da.te  filed,  nLune  of 
n-iUnicipality,  name,  age,  sex,  color,  occupation,  and  marital  status  of  decedent, 
dates  and  places  of  birth  and  death,  caust  of  death,  duration  of  illness,  date 
of  burial,  name  and  address  of  parents,  affid_vit  of  assessor  guaranteeing  correct- 
ness cf  record,  showing  date,  signatures  of  assessor  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
justice's  seal,  d-.tes  of  filing  and  recording.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipal- 
ity and  chron.  by  date  filed.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fiu.  ll|-  x  5  x  15.  Off. 
vlt. 

257.  REGISTER  OF  DEATHS,  1893-1905.  5  vols.  (A-Z  by  contained  letters 
of  alph-.bet)  .  Discontinued  as  a  county  r^^^ccrdj  subsequent  records 
kept  by  State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Record  of  dei^ths,  giving  date  of  record,  name,  color,  sex,  ^^^Qf   place-  of  birth, 
name  of  parents,  marital  status,  occupation,  date  and  place  of  death,  cause  and 
duration  of  last  illness,  date  and  plact:  of  interment.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of 
entry.  Indexed  alph.  by  nor.e  of  deceased.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  540  pp. 
18  X  13  X  3.  Off. 
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Accounts 
(See  also  entry  416) 

258.  REGISIER'S  FEE  BOOK,  1885—.  13  vols.  (1-13). 

Account  of  fees  earned,  showing  naiuas  of  payer  a.nd  estate,  service  rendered, 
amount  of  fee  and  state  tax  received,  and  amount  of  fee  due  register  from  county. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  500  pp. 
13  X  18  X  3.  Off.  vlt. 

259.  (M01>ITHLY  REPORTS  OF  REGISTER),  1924—.  150  reports  in  1  f.b.  and 
15  bdl. 

Duplicates  of  monthly  reports  to  Department  of  the  Auditor  General,  showing 
date,  amount  of  inheritance  tax  collcct^^d,  name  of  estate,  amounts  of  other  state 
taxes  collected,  total  collected,  deductions,  amount  of  return,  and  signature  of 
register.  Arr.  chrcn.  by  date  of  rt>p:.rt.  No  index.  Typed  and  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
F.b.  10  X  5  X  13;  bdl.  10  x  5  x  2.  1924-35,  15  bdl,,  inheritance  tax  off.; 
1935  —  ,  1  f.b.,  register's  private  off. 

260.  RECEIPT  BOOK,  ORPHANS'  COURT  FILES,  1885-1909.  1  vol.  Discontinued. 
Record  of  papers  returned  by  attorneys  after  use  for  legal  purposes,  shewing 
date  rect^ived,  name  of  decedent  or  estate,  no,  of  papers,  name  of  attorney,  and 
date  returned.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  estate,  entries  made  chron.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  350  pp.  14  x  9  x  1.  Off.  vlt. 


-  115  - 

(261-262) 


VII.  STATS  INHERITANCE  TAX  OFFICE 


Prior  to  1927,  th3  rejister  cf  wills  upp&int&d  uppraisers  whenever  necess- 
::-ry,  tc  appraise  estates  subject  to  transfer  inht.rit;^nct.'  tuxes  (l)  (see  Register 
of  Y/ills  and  Clerk  of  Orphans'  Court).  In  1927  the  State  Auditor  General  was 
given  complete  supeirvision  ever  such  dpprdisements,  with  the  power  to  appoint 
investigators  and  appraisers  (2).  In  1927  the  Auditor  General  appointed  perma- 
nent appraisers  for  Luzerne  County,  thereby  cre-.ting  as  a  separate  office  the 
State  Inheritance  T^x  Office. 

In  charge  of  the  office,  which  is  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  regis- 
ter of  wills,  are  two  clerks  and  inheritanct  tax  appraisers.  The  s-laries  of  all 
employees  of  this  office  arc  fixed  by  the  Auditor  General  ujid  paid  from  inheri- 
tance tax  collections  (3).  An  office  is  furnished  by  the  county  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  courthouse. 

The  investigators  and  appr-^^iserg  of  tht,  inheritance  tax  office  investigate 
deaths,  appraise  estates,  and  determine  the  jnount  of  inheritance  tux  that  is 
due.  They  make  their  returns  to  the  register  of  wills  (4),  who  is  the  -.gent  of 
the  Ccmincnv/ealth  for  the  collection  cf  taxes  from  decedents*  estates,  and  they 
also  file  a  copy  cf  their  appraisements  with  the  St..te  Secretary  of  Revenue, 

There  are  no  st-tutory  previsions  for  tha  ko^-ping  of  recordsj  their  content 
ind  form  are  determined  by  the  fact  that  they  are  kept  on  uniform  forms  provided 
by  the  Auditor  Gener--.l  and  Secretary  cf  Revenue.  All  the  records  are  found  in 
the  inheritance  tax  office. 

(See  also  entries  222,  223,  259) 

261.  COLLATERAL  raHSH^AI^iCE  TA^C  DOCKET,  1876-1924. 1  vol.  (1916-1919i 
nc.  1.). 

Short  record  cf  collateral  inheritance  tax  payments  shewing  date  oi  filing  of 
return,  n.-.mes  cf  deceased,  fiduci-ry,  -nd  uppr_i.iser,  uppr..isc^  value  cf  real  and 
personal  property,  ^r.iount  subject  to  tax,  amount  of  tax,  date  and  aL,&unt  of 
payment.  Arr.  chron.  by  return  filing  date.  Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of 
3urnar..e  cf  deceased.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  49  pp.  20  x  15  x  2. 

262.  INHERITANCE  TAX  DOCKET,  1917  —  .  5  vols.  (2-6).  Title  varies: 
Direct  Inheritance  T^x  Docket,  1917-19.  1  vol. 

Record  of  inheritance  tax^jS  paid  on  estates  showing  date  of  filing  of  return, 
names  of  deceased,  fiduciary  and  appraiser,  apprtiised  value  of  real  and  personal 
property,  .jTiOunt  subject  to  tax,  aiucunt  cf  tax,  date  and  aii.ount  of  payment. 


1-  1919  PL  521  s  10,  12.  2-  1927  PL  727  s  1,  2.  3-  Ibid^,  s  3.  4-  1919 
PL  521  s  14 i  1923  PL  1078  s  2  ^s  ai,,,  1929  PL  343  s  724. 
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Arr.  chron.  by  return  filing  d"tc.   Indexed  nlph.  by  first  letter  of  sumomo  of 
deceased.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  frii.  Aver.  250  pp,  20  x  15  x  2. 

263.  ..PPRyllSElffiNTS  FIXED  FOR  LIENS,  1876—.   150  papers  in  1  f.b. 
Appraisements  of  estatus  r,f-ainst  vdiich  liens  hcve  been  filed  for  non-pcymcnt  of 
inheritance  tax*  Attached  arc  citations  to  fiduciary  of  estate  showing  names 
of  deceased  and  fiduciary,  time  and  place  fiduciary  is  to  appear,  and  signature 
of  register*   Not  arr.   No  index.   Typed  and  hdvir*  on  ptd.  fm.   5  x  8  x  15. 

264.  TENTATIVE  ..PPR..ISEMENTS,  1919—.   75  papers  in  1  f.b. 

Tentative  appraisements  returned  to  State  Department  of  Revenue  for  invostigation, 
vd.th  correspondence  relative  to  appraisement,  sho-vving  name  of  deceased,  appraised 
value  of  real  and  personal  property,  deductions,  clear  value  of  estate,  affidavit 
and  signature  of  fiduciary.  Not  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  end  typed  on  ptd.  fm. 
10  X  5  X  13. 

265.  APPRiaSEMENTS  IN  LITIG..TION,  1927—.   30  papers  in  1  f.b. 
Appraisements  of  estates  vfhich  are  involved  in  litigation,  and  on  v/hich  inherit- 
ance tax  ha.s  not  been  paid,  sho;ving  court  term,  case  no.,  names  of  deceased, 
date  of  death,  name  of  appraiser,  and  date  of  appointment.  Not  arr.  No  index. 
Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13. 

266.  UNPAID  INHERITANCE  TiJC,  1918—.   100  papers  in  2  f.b.  (dated). 
Appraiser's  returns  of  esta.tcs  on  wiiich  the  inheritance  tax  has  not  been  paid, 
shovdng  date,  name  of  deceased,  appraised  value  of  real  and  personal  property, 
amount  subject  to  tax,  amount  of  tax,  date  due,  and  signature  of  appraiser.  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdr;,  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm,   10  x  5  x  13, 

267.  C.J^D  RECORD  OF  DELINQUEIIT  ACCOUNTS,  1918—.   100  cards  in  1  f.d. 
Shows  court  term,  case  no.,  name  of  deceased,  date  of  death,  appraised  value  of 
estate,  amount  subject  to  tax,  amount  of  tax,  date  due,  name  and  address  of 
fiduciary.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  deceased.  No  index.   Typed. 
5  X  6  X  15. 

268.  (RECEIPT  STUBS),  1924-27.   17  vols.  Discontinued, 

Stubs  of  receipts  for  payments  of  appraisers'  fees,  shov/ing  no,,  date,  names  of 
apprxiiser  and  estate,  nicrabcr  of  days  of  service,  rate  per  day,  and  total  amount. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  receipt.  No  index,  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  100  pp.. 
8  X  5  X  3/4. 

269.  TRiiNSFER  INHERIT;.NCE  T.:X  (Stubs),  1924-29,  1936—.   68  vols. 
Stubs  of  rect,ipts  issued  on  payment  of  inheritance  tax,  showing  date,  name  of 
deceased,  appraised  value  of  estate,  amount  subject  to  tax,  amount  of  tax, 
penalties  or  abatements,  date  and  amount  paid.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  payment. 
No  index »  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  ;i.ver.  250  pp*  8  x  5  x  1^. 
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VIII.   SHERIFF 

The  office  of  sheriff  is  one  of  rncient  standing.   King  Alfred  appointed  a 
sheriff  for  each  county  or  shire  into  rrtiich  ho  divided  England  in  872  (l).   The 
diverse  povrers  and  duties  of  this  officer  consisted  of  the  keeping  of  the  peace, 
the  power  to  siOTinon  a  posse  comitrtus,  to  keep  the  sheriff's  county  or  shire 
court,  to  attend  the  justices  end   join  them  cs  a  judiciary  in  the  county  court, 
to  execute  the  king's  v.Q-its  or  processes  or  tho  precepts  of  the  king's  justices, 
to  have  custody  of  the  jails,  to  impanel  and  ri^turn  juries,  to  keep  jury  books 
and  jury  lists,  to  defend  the  realm  against  enemies  in  the  absence  of  the  earls, 
and  to  act  as  a  return  officer  in  the  election  of  knights  of  the  shires,  coroners, 
and  venderors  (2)<. 

The  first  trace  of  the  sheriff  in  the  territory  i.vhich  is  now  Pennsylvania 
was  the  officer  knov/n  f,s  the  schout  fiscall  who  held  office  under  the  Dutch,  from 
1655  to  1664,  and  liad  thu  combined  duties  of  a  sheriff  and  district  attorney  (3). 
With  the  English  conqui^st  in  1664,  there  v/as  created  a  form  of  government  v;hich 
combined  features  of  the  English  lav;  vn.th  the  ordinances  of  Holland  (4).   Pro- 
vision ivas  made  "that  the  schout,  the  burgomaster,  sheriff  and  other  inferior 
magistrates  shall  use  end  exercise  their  customary  pov>rer  for  six  months"  (5). 
English  custom  and  lav/  prevailed  and  in  1672  it  was  decreed  that  the  office  of 
schout  be  converted  into  a  sheriffalty  (6).  By  ordinance  of  Governor  Andres  in 
1676  the  sheriff  vias   to  act  as  the  principal  officer  for  the  execution  of  the 
laws  but  not  as  a  justice  of  peace  or  magistrate  (7).   The  sheriff  was  thereby 
deprived  of  the  judicial  po'vers  possessed  by  that  officer  in  England.   His  duties 
became  ministerial  end  he  acted  as  a  peace  officer  end  an  executive  officer  of 
the  court  as  he  does  today  (8). 

By  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  of  1672,  the  sheriff  v/as  to  be  chosen 
annually  by  the  Governor  from  tvro  nominees  selected  by  the  freemen  (9).  This 
provision  vri.th  slight  variation  was  repeated  in  the  Duke  of  York's  laws  (lO), 
Charter  of  Liberties,  1682  (ll).  Frames  of  Government  of  1682  (12),  and  1683  (13), 


1-  Richard  C.  Sewoll,  Law  of  Sheriffs,  Philadelphia,  1845,  p.  29;  'T.L.  Murfrec, 
A  Treatise  on  the  Law  of  Sheriffs  and  Other  Ministerial  Officers,  St.  Louis,  1890, 
p.  19  (a).   2-  Sewcll,  op.  cit.,  pp.  52,  54;  W,H.  \fctson,  A  Practical  Treatise  on 
the  Law  Relating  to  the  Office  and  Duty  of  Sheriff,  Philadelphia,  1834,  pp.  194- 
217.   3-  Frank  M.  Eastman,  Courts  and  Lavyers,  New  York,  1922,  I,  10;  Jacob  Tanger 
and  Harold  F.  Alderfer,  Pennsylvania  Government,  State  and  Local,  Harrisburg,  1933, 
p.  48.   4-  Charter  to  1/illiam  Penn  and  Lav/s  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania ,' etc., 
p.  443^   5-  Eastman,  op.  cit.,  I,  19;  Charter  to  T/illiam  Penn  and  Lnvrs   of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  p.  446.   6-  Eastma.n,  op.  cit.,  I,  20;  Charter 
to  Williajg  Penn  and  Laws  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  p.  461.   7-  East- 
mEin,  op.  cit.,  I,  22.   8-  For  a  comparison  of  the  duties  of  the  sheriff  in 
England  and  colonial  ijiierica  see  C.H.  Kerraker,  The  Seventeenth  Century  Sheriff 
in  England  and  the  Chesapeake  Colonies,  Chapel  Hill,  1930;  H.S.  Gilbertson,  The 
County,  New  York,  1917,  p.  11;  Murfree,  op.  cit.,  p.  5.   9-  Supra,  f '^ -'tnote  6. 
10-  Charter  to  i/illiam  Penn  and  Lcavs  of  the  Province  of  Ponnsylvr.nia,  etc., 
p.  44.   11-  Charter  to  iJilliam  Penn  and  Lavre  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania, 
etc...  p.  97;  G.E.  Hov/ard,  j^n  Introduction  to  the  Local  Constitutional  History  of 
the  United  States,  Baltimore,  1889,  I,  384.   12-  s  17.   13-  s  16. 
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the  Charter  of  Frivilo^es  of  1701  (14),  anc  the  Constitutions  of  1776  (15),  and 
1790  (16).   The  office  of  sheriff  b..^ccmo  elLctivo  by  the  Constitution  of  1838  (17), 
and  remained  so  under  the  Constitution  of  1874.   By  aniendmont  in  1909  the  term 
was  extended  to  four  years  (l8). 

The  sheriff  is  ineligible  to  succeed  hirnself  (l9).   Upon  assumption  of  his 
duties  he  must  take  an  oath  of  office  (20)  and  enter  into  a  recognizance  and 
give  a  bond  (21). 

The  sheriff  acts  as  an  officer  of  the  courts,  civil  and  criminal,  and  as  a 
peace  officer.   Legislation  provides  that  whenever  the  coroner  is  unable  to 
perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  these  duties  are  performed  by  the  sheriff  (22) 
(see  Coroner).  As  a  matter  of  practice,  hovrever,  the  coroner's  deputy  acts  for 
him  on  such  occasions. 

As  an  Officer  of  the  Courts 


The  sheriff  is  a  ministerial  officer  bound  to  execute  all  processes  issuing 
from  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer,  the  court  of  common 
picas  (23),  the  orphans'  court  (24),  the  Superior  Court  (25),  and  the  controller 
(26). 

When  so  directed,  he  serves  all  writs  of  fiscal  officers  of  the  Commonwealth 
(27),  writs  of  scire  facias  sur  liens  where  the  Attorney  General  wishes  to  enter 
suit  for  liens  due  the  Commonwealth  on  unpatented  lands  (28),  processes  of  the 
civil  service  commission  (29),  v/rits  issued  by  the  Governor  to  fill  vacancies 
in  state  offices  (30)  and  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
(31). 

In  s.'me  instances,  the  sheriff  may  go  beyond  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction 
to  serve  processes  (32),  and  in  others  he  may  be  deputized  to  serve  v/ithin  his 
jurisdiction  processes  issuing  from  without  (33). 

The  sheriff  holds  inquisitions  in  partition  proceedings  (34);  takes  bDn':-s 
filed  in  civil  arrests  (35);  conducts  sales  of  j^ropcrty,  both  real  and  personal. 


14-  s  3.   15-  s  31.   16-  Art.  VI  s  1..   17-  C  rnst.  1638,  Art,  VI  s  1.   18-  Const. 
Art.  XIV  s  2  as  am.  1909.   19-  Const.,  Art.  xfv  s  1,   20-  Const.,  Art.  VII  s  1; 
1929  PL  1278  s  53.   21-  1803,  4  Sm  L  45  s  1;  1834  PL  537  s  62  rep.  1929  PL  1278 
s  1051  but  reen.  in  s  182.   22  -  1803,  4  Sr.  L  45  s  7  supp.  1834  PL  509;  1929  PL 
1278  s  190  added  1931  PL  401  s  6.   23-  1722,  1  Sm  L  131  s  24;  1836  PL  606  s  8,  11; 
1893  PL  345  s  5;  1901  PL  88  s  2;  1901  PL  614  s  1;  1903  PL  261  s  1;  1911  PL  198  s 
11;  1913  PL  21  s  6;  1917  PL  237  s  1;  1917  PL  363  s  18  (d);  1923  PL  136  No.  103  s 
1;  1929  PL  1278  s  186;  1931  PL  56  s  3;  1935  PL  51  s  1.   24-  1917  PL  363  s  17  (b),  . 
18  (a)  (4)  (5),  1«  i-/'  (J^.   25-  1895  PL  212  s  5.   26-  1929  PL  1278  s  373.   27-  1811, 
5  Sm  L  228  s  32  rep.  1929  PL  343  s  1805  but  reen.  in  s  1602,  1721..  28-  1872  PL  51 
s  5.   29-  1913  PL  1374  art.  VI  s  27.   30-  Ibid.,  s  38.   31-  1C39  PL  519  s  39,  41. 
32-  1842  PL  144  s  8;  1877  PL  26  s  2.   33-  1836  PL  755  s  76,  82;  1836  PL  784  s  25; 
1917  PL  813  s  1;  1921  PL  899  s  2.   34-  1799,  3  Sm  L  386  s  1.   35-  1836  PL  568  s 
16;  1927  PL  723  s  1. 
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to  satisfy  writs  of  execution  (36)  j  hr,s  the  i^^ov-'cr  to  deliver  title  by  deed  to 
purchasers  of  realty  (37).   In  execution  on  rcr.l  estnte,  he  must  summon  an  in- 
quest of  six  men  to  ascertain  vrhethor  the  rents  fron  the  property  will  be  suffi- 
cient ^vithin  seven  years  to  satisfy  the  lien  of  Judgment  without  necessitating 
the  sale  of  the  property  (38).   Sequestrators  of  rents,  issues,  and  profits  of 
life  estates  in  lands  are  ^ ut  into,  raid  kept  in  possession,  by  the  sheriff  (39). 
In  execution  of  personalty  where  another  person  claims  the  goDds  attached,  the 
sheriff  files  an  interpleader  to  protect  himself  and  has  the  ownership  of  the 
goods  determined  (40).  He  administers  oaths  to  appraisers  appointed  to  evaluate 
property  to  be  exempt&d  in  execution  proceedings  (41),  and  designates  watchmen 
for  property  in  his  custody  pursuant  to  levy  or  attachment  (42),   Perishable 
goods  seized  in  execution  may  be  sold  by  the  sheriff  on  order  of  the  court  (43). 
He  may  use  force  to  seize  t/Jcis  formerly  attached  by  him  in  order  to  sell  them 
(44). 

The  sheriff  may  n^t  sell  property  of  any  corporation,  limited  partnership, 
or  J5int  stock  company  without  first  filing  notices  of  the  sale  v.dth  the  Depart- 
ment of  Revenue,  and  receiving  from  that  department  a  list  of  all  public  liens 
against  the  property  (45). 

Furthermore  the  sheriff  must  attend  c:)urt  and  abate  nuisances  pursuant  to 
court  order  (46).   Although  he  has  the  statutory  right  to  collect  court  costs 
and  settlements,  this  is  done  by  the  District  Attorney  in  Luzerne  County. 

The  courts  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer  (47)  and  the  chief 
probation  officers  in  juvenile  cases  (48)  have  the  pov;er  to  direct  their  pre- 
cepts to  the  sheriff  to  arrest  and  bring  b'.fore  them  persons  charged  vdth  crimi- 
nal offensea.  Upon  request  he  issues  a  certificate  stating  the  offense  and  bail 
demanded  for  any  person  arrested  (49),  and  delivers  a  copy  of  the  warrant  of 
commitment  (50).   He  may  not  give  up  custody  of  a  prisoner  except  upon  presenta- 
tion of  \\Tits  of  habeas  corpus  (51).   The  sheriff  serves  v.Tits  of  habeas  corpus 
presented  to  him  (52),  and  may  not  refuse  to  execute  any  legal  processes  requir- 
ing the  apprehension  of  a  person  accused  of  crime  (53).   The  court  may  order  him 
to  take  into  custody  and  commit  to  jail  any  person  fined  for  contempt  (54). 
Convicts  arc  conveyed  by  the  sheriff  to  the  penal  institution  designated  by  the 
court  (55). 

For  many  years  the  sheriff  as  official  custodian  of  the  county  prison  was 
entirely  responsible  for  the  safe-keeping  of  convicts  and  prisoners  avraiting 
trial.   In  1868  he  v/as  relieved  of  this  duty  when  the  board  of  prison  commis- 


36-  1705,  1  Sm  L  57  s  4  sup,..  1824  FL  119  s  1;  1799,  3  Sm  L  393  s  20;  1836  PL 
755;  1849  PL  52i  s  3;  1923  PL  207  s  31.   37-  1764,  1  Sm  L  262  s  3;  1803,  4  Sm  L 
88  s  1;  1824  PL  159  s  1;  1836  PL  755  s  94,  101  rep.  1927  PL  114  No.  78  s  2  but 
reen.  in  s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  185.   38-  1879  PL  122  s  2;  1831  PL  13  s  1.  3"-  1849 
PL  676  s  5.  40-  1931  PL  883  s  1.   41-  1849  PL  676  s  5.   42-  1933  PL  1141  s  1  (d). 
43-  1807  PL  155,  4  Sm  L  398  s  3.   44-  1925  PL  99  s  1.   45-  1929  PL  343  s  1402. 
46-  1907  PL  496  s  8.   47-  1660  FL  427  s  32.   48-  1907  PL  436  si.   49-  1915  PL  76 
s  1.   50-  1785,  2  Sm  L  275  s  10.   51-  Ibid.,  s  12.   52-  Ibid.,  s  1,  9.   53-  1860 
PL  382  s  7.  *54-  1836  PL  734  s  25;  1917  PL  613  s  1.   55-  1829  PL  341  s  8  art  V; 
1867  PL  63  s  8. 
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sioners  was  sot  u|j  for  Luzerne  County  (56)  (see  Prison  Cornmissioners) .   This 
board  a^j-'^ints  r;  v.-arden  iviio  is  th..  custodi-.n  of  the.  county  prison  (sue;  Jail 
Via r den) . 

As  an  Officer  of  the  Pence 

The  sheriff  is  the  |)rincij-,al  preserver  of  the  peace  in  the  county.   It  is 
his  duty  ta  suppress  riots  and  insurrections,  arrest  upon  sight  and  v/ithout 
warrant  persDns  oominitting  a  breach  of  peace,  persons  whom  he  has  reasonable 
cause  to  believe  have  comrriitted  a  felony  (57),  husbands  charged  with  desertion 
(58),  anyone  selling  liquor  ?/ithin  three  miles  of  soldiers'  camps  (59),  and  fish 
and  game  law  violators  (60).   Ho  must  seize  and  destroy  illegally  used  property 
(61).   He  issues  licenses  to  carry  firearms  (62),  and  must  cominence  proceedings 
against  anyone  making  bets  on   elections  (63).   It  was  formerly  thk.  sheriff's 
duty  to  prevent  prize  fights  in  Luzerne  County  (64). 

Except  for  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  peace  at  the  polls  (65),  the  sheriff's 
election  duties  vren.   taken  over  by  the  county  board  of  elections  in  1937  (66) 
(se'^  County  Ro-.rd  of  Elections). 

Miscellaneous  Duties 

The  sheriff  must  deliver  violent  persons  to  the  superintendent  of  any  mental 
hospital  upon  request  of  the  proper  parties,  and  apprehend  and  return  missing 
patients  (67).   He  adjourns  the  court  in  the  absence  of  the  prothonotary  or  the 
clerk  of  courts  (68),  and  notifies  constables  selected  by  the  judges  to  attend 
adjourned  courts  (69).   The  writs  ordering  the  impaneling  and  summoning  of  jurors 
are  directed  to  the  sheriff  and  the  county  c  r.Timis sioners  (70).   The  sheriff  must 
make  a  fair  and  correct  table  of  his  feus  ond   keep  a  copy  in  a  conspicuous  place 
in  his  office.   He  may  be  required  to  give  an  itemized  statement  of  the  fees 
charged,  and  a  receipt  for  payment  of  the  same  (71). 

In  Luzerne  County  the  sheriff  receives  a  salary  and  all  supplies  from  the 
county,  and  does  not  r>.tain  any  part  of  the  fees  which  he  collects.   He  is  supplied 
by  the  county  with  an  office  on   thvj  first  flojr  of  the  courthouse. 

The  sheriff  is  required  to  keep  accourits  of  all  receipts  or  d  isbursem>„nts 
earned  or  chargeable  to  the  county  in  pursuance  of  his  riuty  (72),  v/hich  accounts 


56-  1066  PL  917.   57-  CoimTi.  vs.  Goldstein,  57  pa.  3-1,  (1914).   58-  1867  PL  78 
s  1.   59-  1675  PL  48  s  3.   60-  1917  PL  322  s  7;    1925  PL  448  s  270,  271,  273,  274. 
61-  1820  PL  20,  7  Sm  L  244  s  2;  1365  PL  81  s  1;  1917  PL  322  s  7;  1933  3p.  Sess. 
art.  VI  s  611;  1935  PL  1246  s  1.   62-  1931  PL  497  s  7.   63-  1639  PL  519  s  116. 
64-  1866  PL  210  s  2  rep.  1911  PL  902  s  1.   65-  1039  PL  519  s  111  rep.  1937  PL 
1333  s  1901  but  reen.  in  s  1821;  1919  PL  857  s  51;  1937  PL  1333  s  1207.   66-  1937 
PL  1333.   67-  1923  PL  998  s  306,  407,  408.   60-  1834  PL  333  s  64.   69-  1814  PL  28, 
6  Sm  L  98  s  1.   70-  1925  PL  244  s  5  am.  1929  PL  495  s  1  am.   1937  PL  2782  s  3. 
71-  1603,  4  Sm  L  45  s  9,  10;  1021,  7  Sm  L  367  s  14;  1933  PL  1141  s  4,  5.   72-  1876 
PL  13  s  2;  1929  PL  1278  s  341. 
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arc  scrutinized  by  the  controller  from  tine  to  time  (sec  Controller),  he  clso 
F:ust  keep  dockets  in  which  r  re  noti.d  the  corniTiencciTiont  of  nil  r.ctions,  the  service 
of  writs  and  ensuing  proceedings  thereon.  At  the  termination  of  his  tenure  of 
office  he  is  required  by  stntute  to  deposit  these  dockets  in  the  prothonotary' s 
office  (73),  but  this  practice  is  not  strictly  follovrod  in  Luzerne  County.   In 
addition  to  the  records  specifically  required,  the  sheriff  has  kept  other  records 
as  a  matter  of  practice  and  expediency. 


Service  of  V/rits 
(See  also  entries  110,  117,  119,  132,  183,  187,  273) 

270.  SW^-'ONn  DOCKET,  1902-16,  1920-31,  1933--.   14  vols. 

Record  of  summonses,  writs,  and  petitions  isrued  in  mandamuses,  attachments,  execu- 
tions, and  actions  of  replevin,  such  as  petitions  and  orders  for  citations,  judges' 
notice  of  hearing  and  writs  of  scire  facias,  showinfr,  names  of  parties,  date  and 
ro.  of  instrument,  names  of  rttorreys,  court  term  and  case  no.,  and  date  return- 
ed. Arr.  chron.  by  term  of  court.   1902-7,  no  index;  for  index  1908 — ,  see  entry 
271.  Hdw.  Aver.  500  pp.  15  x  10  x  3.   1902-7,  2  vols.,  janitor's  bsmt.  strm.; 
1908-31,  a  vols.,  elk.  of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt;  1933--,  4  vols.,  off. 

271.  SirVONS  POCFET  INDEX,  1908—.   2  vols. 

Alphabetic?!  index  to  Summons  Docket  by  names  of  defendants,  giving  vol.  and  p. 
Hdw.  Aver.  600  pp.  12  x  8  x  3.  Off. 

272.  C^JIAS   r^OCKET,    1908-11,    1924-31,    1936—.      5  vols. 

Record   of  writs   of  capias   issued  to   sheriff,    showin,'^   nrm.e   and  address   of  defen- 
dant,   for  vdior.  writ   is   issued,   court  tr-rm  and   case  no.,    date  end   no.    of  \'Tit, 
total  costs,   and  name   of   sheriff   and   deputy  serving  vTit.      /rr.    chron.   by  date 
of  entry.      No   index.      Kdw.      Aver.      200  pp.    15  x   10  x   1-|.      1908-11,    1924-31,    4  vols, 
elk.    of  cts.   bsm.t.   vlt.;    1936—,    1   vol.,    off. 

Sheriff's   Sales 
(Sec    also   entries    110-117) 

273.  EXECUTION  DOCIET,    1811-12,    1875-76,    1881-84,    1398-1916,    1919—. 
17   vols.    Title   varies:      Sheriff's   Docket,    1811-12,    1  vol. 

Record   of  proceedings    in  execution  of   judemcnts,    shovdng   date,    kind   of  writ, 
property  levied,    court  term,  and   case  no.,   names   of  parties,    returns  mrdc,    amount 
of  debt,    and    signature   of   sheriff  or   deputy,      Arr.    chron.   by   term  of  court. 
1811-1907  no   index;    for    index  1908—,    sor    entry  274.     Hdw.      Aver.    900  pp.    15  x 
12   X   2-|.      1811-12,    1   vol.,   proth.    off.;    1875-Feb.    1908,    5  vols.,    janitor's  bsmt. 
strm.;   Far.    1908-31,    8   vols.,    elk.    of  cts.   bsmt.   vlt.;    1932—,    3  vols.,    off. 

274.  INDEX  EXECUTION  DOCffiT,    1908—.      2   vols.      (1-2). 

Alphrbctical    index  to  Focecution  Docket,    givin?  name   of   judrm.cnt  debtor,   vol.    and 
p.      ?Idvr.    Aver.    500  pp.    10  x   7   x   3.      Off. 


73-    1834  PL  537    s    78. 
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5heriff  -  Doclzets;   ..ccounbs  (275-280) 


275.  RLAL  ESTATE  SALES  DOC&T,  1888-95,  1902-15,  1924  —  .   17  vols. 
Title  varies:   Sheriff  Sale  Book,  1888-90,  1  vol.;  Sheriff ♦s  Sales 
Docket,  1890-1934,  11  vols. 

Record  of  sheriff's  sales,  showing  nnmes  of  juc''graent  creditor,  debtor,  and  pur- 
chaser, judgment  no.,  late  and  no.  of  sale,  location  and  description  of  property, 
amount  received  and  proof  of  publication  of  sale.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  sale. 
1888-1934,  12  vols.,  no   index;  for  index  1934—,  see  entry  276.  Hdw,  1888-1934, 
12  vols.;  hdw.  on  ptd.  fn. ,  1934—,  5  vols.   Aver.  400  pp.  14  x  10  x  2.   1088'- 
1931,  9  vols.,  elk.  of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1931—,  8  vols,,  off» 

276.  INDEX  KE.\L  ESTATE  SALES  DXKET,  1934—.   2  vols. 

Alphabetical  index  to  Real  Estate  Sales  Docket,  shovdng  name  of  judgment  debtor, 
vol.  and  p,   Hdw,  Aver.  500  pp.   10  x  7  x  2|-.   Off. 

Dockets 
(See  also  entries  290-299) 

277.  SHERIFF'S  DOCKET,  1924-26.   ].  vol.   Discontinued. 

Record  of  persons  charged  with  law  violations,  shovang  date  and  place  of  arrest, 
name  and  address  of  prisoner,  charges,  date  of  birth,  age,  color,  occupation, 
sex,  and  nationality,  disposition  of  case.   Also  contains:   Property  Taken  From 
Persons  Upon  Entering  Prison  Or  Yjhile  Confined,  1924-26,  entry  305.  Arr.  chron. 
by  date  of  arrest.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  prisoner.   Hdw, 
on  ptd.  fm.   996  pp.  ( ^nly  38  pp.  used).   14  x  10  x  3.   Clk.  of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt, 

276.   COURT  ORDER  DOCKET,  1924—.   4  vols. 
Sheriff's  record  of  court  orders  for  commitinents  to  asylums  and  institutions  for 
incorrigibles,  warrants  for  arrest,  and  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  shomng  title 
and  no.  of  order,  court  term  and  case  no.,  name  of  judge,  names  of  parties,  and 
deputy  executing  order;  person  or  municipality  against  Vitiom  court  costs  are 
chargeable,  date  and  time  of  receipt  and  execution  of  order,  and  name  of  institu- 
tion to  which  committed.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  Drder.   No  index.   Hdw.  Aver. 
300  pp.  16  X  11  X  l|.   1924-30,  2  vols., clk.  of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1931—,  2  vols., 
off. 

Accounts 
(Sec  also  entry  419) 

279.  PEE  BOOK,  1864-85,  1902-15,  1924—,   12  vols. 

Monthly  account  of  fees  earned  and  collected  by  the  sheriff,  shoYdng  name  of 
sheriff,  date  of  collection,  type  of  writ,  court,  term,  and  case  no.,  names  of 
parties,  amount  and  type  of  fee  and  total  amount.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  collec- 
tion.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fn.  Aver.  250  pp.  15  x  21  x  2.   1884-1907,  4  vols., 
janitor's  bsmt.  strr.i. ;  1908-11,  1  vol.,  trers.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1912-29/  3  Vols.,  clkl 
of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1930  —  ,  4  vols.,  off. 

280.  CASH  BOOK,  1908-11.   1  vol.   Discontinued. 

Record  of  cash  received  by  sheriff,  shovang  type  o£   service  rendered,  date  and 
amount  of  receipt,  and  names  of  parties.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index. 
Hdw.  500  pp.   14  X  10  X  2.   Clk.  of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt. 


Sheriff  -  Licenses  (281-282) 

Licenses 
(See  also  entries  149-155,  209-212,  364-372) 

281.  LICENSE  TO  CAPRY  FIEEARi.'.S,  1931—.   400  cards  in  1  f.d. 

Record  of  licenses  issued  to  carry  firearms,  showing  license  no.,  period  for 
which  granted,  name  and  ad^'ress  of  licensee,  place  of  birth,  citizenship,  physi- 
cal description,  reasons  for  carrying  weapon,  make,  no.,  and  caliber  of  weapon, 
signatures  of  licensee  and  sheriff.   Arr.  num.  by  license  no.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
5  X  lli  X  26.   Off. 

282.  (CiiED  DDEX  TO  PIRiAM  LICE^'SLS) ,  1931—.   400  cards  in  1  f.  d. 

Index  to  licenses  to  carry  firearms,  showing  name  and  address  of  licensee,  license 
no.,  and  date  issued.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  licensee.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   5  x  llg 
X  26.   Off. 


(Next  entry  283,  p.  125) 


IX.  CORONER 


The  coroner,  one  of  the  oldest  county  o.t  fleers,  v'vs   brought  by  the  colonists 
from  Englr.nd.   His  duties  toda^  are  essentially  what  they  were  in  colonial  times 
rnd  in  England,  beini.,  bosed  on  an  English  statute  of  1276.   They  consist  chiefly 
of  taking  charge  of  the  bodies  of  those  who  have  died  by  violence  or  in  a  sus- 
picious manner,  seeking  the  cause  of  death  and  locating,  where  possible,  the  per- 
sons responsible  (l). 

rhe  first  mention  of  the  coroner  in  Pennsylvania  was  in  the  charter  of 
Liberties,  1682,  where  provision  was  made  for  the  nomination  by  the  freemen  of 
tvro  coroners  from  wiiich  the  governor  was  to  choose  one,  who  served  for  one  year. 
This  provision  was  repeated  in  the  Frames  of  Government  of  1682  and  1683.   The 
tenure  of  office  Was  increased  to  three  years  by  the  ch-'rter  of  privileges  of 
1701  (2),  reduced  to  one  year  by  tho  Constitution  of  1776  (3),  and  again  cxt^.ndcd 
to  three  y^rrs  by  the  Constitution  of  1790  (4).   Py  the  Constitution  of  1838  (5) 
the  office  of  coroner  bccnme  elective  'md  remained  so  under  the  Constitution  of 
1873  (6).   The  tenure  vr^.s  increased  to  four  years  by  amendment  in  1909  (7). 

Before  the  coroner  is  commissioned  he  must  t-kt.'  an  o'^th  of  office  (S), 
enter  into  ;.  recognizance  and  file  a  bond  (9).   He  cannot  t.xecutc  any  of  his  du- 
ties before  his  commission  is  granted  ^nd  recorded  with  the  recorder  of  deeds 
(10).   The  coroner  n.ccives  a  sal-^ry  and  necessary  supplies  from  the  county,  but 
is  not  furnished  I'lth  office  spact-  in  the  courtho"sc.   The  coroner  of  Luzerne 
■"ounty  maintains  a  privcte  office  at  3  West  Broad  Str^  .t,  Nanticokc,  Pennsylvania. 

Th;.  common  law  duties  of  the  coron;  r  were  recognized  by  early  statutes 
'Uthorizing  tlie  payment  of  f^^^s  for  viewing  a  dcp.d  body,  summoning  and  qualifying 
thv.  inquest,  -^nd  drawing  and  returning  the  inquisition  (ill.   In  1907  the  legis- 
lature specified  the  duties  of  the  coroner  in  r^sp^ct  to  holdinf:  inquests  (12). 
In  all  cases  vihcrc   death  is  sudden,  violent  or  of  a  suspicious  nature,  it  is  the 
coroner's  duty  to  make  a  careful  investigation,  -nd  such  autopsy  as  may  be  necess- 
ary, in  order  to  ascertain  whether  death  was  du..  to  unnatural  causes. 


1-  G.C.  T/oodw^ird,  The  Office  'md  Duties  of  Coroners  in  Pennsylvania,  Philadel- 
phia, 1911;  ii.S.  fiilhcrtson.  The  County,  ".w  York,  1917,  p.  13;  David  I.  I'acht, 
'The  Ancient  Office  of  Coroner",  The  Johns  nopkins  Hospitel  3ullv,tin,XXIV  No.  267; 
B  Itimore,  1913.   O.T.  Sch:;ltz,  "The  Coron.r's  Office",  The  ..uin  .ls>  Amorican 
Academy  of  political  ^nd  Social  Science,  Philadelphia,  1913,  XLYII,  1 1 2 ; Enc -_: lo2ed_; 
Hritannica,  11th  Edition,  VII,  187,  188.   2-  tor  provisions  oi  On-Mi-uer  ui  uiu<  r- 
ties.  Frames  of  Government,  and  Cha.rter  of  Privileges,  see  F.N.  Thorpe,  .\merican 
Charters,  Constitutions,  and  Organic  Lav;s,  ITashington,  1909  V.  3047,  3052,  3064, 
3076.   3-  s  31.   4-  Art.  VI  s  1.   5-  Art.  VI  s  1.   6-  Art.  XU   s  1,  2.   7-  /jncnd- 
ment  No.  9.   8-  Const.,  ..rt.  VII  s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  53.   9-  1803,  4  Sm  L  45  s  1 
rep.  1876  PL  46;  1834  PL  537  s  66,  74  rep.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051,  but  recn.  in  s  201, 
212.   10-  1834  PL  537  s  73  rep.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051  but  recn.  in  s  211.   11-  1700, 
II  St.  at  L.  137;  1814,  6  Sm  L  228  s  19;  1866  PL  391.   12-  1907  PL  92  s  1  am. 
1935  PL  710  s  2;  1915  PL  900  s  8. 
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Corcnur  (283-284) 

In  case  of  -.Itith  ■•;ithout  ne.-'.ical  ;-tteiicl.-.riCu,  the  ccrcnor  uust  issue  -.  certi- 
ficate of  death  before  a  burial  perndt  can  be  procured  (13). 

Any  effects  found  on  an  unidentified  body  where  death,  thoUji,h  sudden  and 
violent,  is  not  surrouiided  by  suapicious  circuE-stances,  ..re  delivered  by  the 
proper  authorities  to  the  coroner,  v/ho  turns  the  effects  over  to  those  legally 
entitled  to  them.  The  coroner  has  the  ri-ht  to  viev/  such  a  body,  and  to  inves- 
tigate the  facts  or  caua.s  ox  death  (14). 

When  fatalitii:.3  are  caused  by  accid^jnt  in  an  anthracite  coal  mine,  the 
State  Insp&ctor  of  hiines  muy,  after  an  examination,  request  the  coroner  to  hold 
an  inquest  v/ithout  delay  (15).  Notice  of  the  holding  of  such  an  inquest  must 
be  given  by  the  coroner  to  the  inspoctor  (16).  The  coroner  must  adjourn  the 
inquest  if  the  inspector  is  not  present,  and  notify  him  of  the  tinie  and  place 
of  the  adjourned  inquest  (17). 

In  holding  unyone  for  court,  the  coron<jr  issues  a  ct^rtificate  st^^ting  the 
n'iiue  of  the  prisoner,  the  charge  upen  which  he  is  being  hold  ind  the  luaount  of 
bail  demanded  (18) . 

Legislation  provides  thit  whenever  the  sheriff  is  unable  to  perform  the 
duties  of  his  office,  they  -re  to  be  performed  by  the  coroner,  who  laust  keep  a 
proper  set  of  books,  in  which  are  to  be  entered  all  v/rits  directed  to  him  (19) 
(see  Sheriff).  At  the  expiration  of  his  ttric  of  office,  these  books  are  to  bo 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  prot.ionotary  (20).  As  a  uatter  of  practice,  how- 
ever, the  sheriff's  deputy  acts  for  hin  en  such  occasions. 

283.  INQUESTS,  1902—.  13,000  papers  in  27  f.b.  and  1  bdl.   1788-1902 
in  Quarter  Sessions  Files,  entry  183. 

R:port3  on  viewing  of  bodies,  showing  report  nc,  date,  place  cf  viewing,  name 
and  1-ite  address  of  deceased,  c-^use  of  de.th,  -Lxunt  ef  foes  and  costs  paid 
coroner  and  pathclcgist.  Arr.  chron.  by  uate  of  r^pcrt.  No  index.  Hdw.  on 
ptd.  fn;.  F.  b.  9  X  5  X  13;  bdl.  8  X  10  X  5.  1902-35,  27  f.  b.,  cciiJ7:S.  bsnit . 
vlt.i  1937—,  1  bil.,  ccmn.B.  off. 

284.  INQUEST  DOCKET,  1865—.   28  vols. 

Record  of  coroner's  inquests,  showing  d'-te  of  inquest,  n»-ii;e  of  decedent,  date 
and  cause  of  death,  record  no.,  ar.:cunt  ef  coroner's  jury  and  post  mcrteia  fees 
anl  signatures  of  coroner  and  corener's  jury.  Arr,  chron.  by  date  cf  inquest 
and  record  nc.   Indexed  .ilph»  by  rn^ie   of  deceased.  Hdv/.  on  ptd.  fw.  Aver.  500 
pp.  16  X  12  X  2^.   1865-1904,  1909-13,  1924,  21  vols.,  coi-ujs.  bsr..t.  vlt . }  1905- 
8,    1914-23,  3  vols.,  cent,  bsnit,  vlt.;  1925--,  4  vols.,  Cu:a..3.  off. 


13-  1915  PL  900  s  8.   14-  1907  PL  92  s  2  aiu.  1935  PL  710  s  2.  15-  1891  PL  176 
a.rt.  XIII  s  2.   16-  1891  PL  176  art.  XIII  s  4^  1915  PL  712  s  5.   17-  1391  PL  176 
art.  XIII  3  3,  5.   18-  1915  PL  76  s  1.   19-  1803,  4  Sm  L  45  s  7,  supp.  1834  PL 
509}  1834  PL  537  s  75  r^p.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051  out  reen.  in  s  59,  204,  1931  PL 
401  s  li  1933  PL  g-iS  si.  20-  1334  PL  537  s  78. 
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(Next  entry  285,  p.  127) 

X.  DISTRICT  ATTORNEY 


The  forerunner  of  the  diatrict  attorney  in  Pennsylvania  wa.s  an  officer 
known  as  the  schout  fiscall  v/ho,  under  the  Dutch  (1655-64),  combined  the  duties 
of  sheriff  and  district  attorney  (l) .  7/ith  the  advent  of  the  English,  this 
office  gradually  disappeared  (see  Sheriff),  and  criminal  cases  were  prosecuted 
by  the  Attorney  General,  a  state  officer  who  was  represented  in  each  county  by 
deputies  (2) .  In  1850  an  act  was  passed  setting  up  a  new  officer  to  be  known  as 
the  district  attorney  'who  v/as  to  take  over  the  duties  of  the  Deputy  Attorney 
General  in  each  county.  The  office  of  district  attorney  was  given  constitutional 
sanction  in  1874  (3) . 

The  district  attorney  must  be  learned  in  the  law,  have  been  admitted  to 
practice  as  an  attorney  in  the  Supreme  or  Superior  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  for 
at  least  two  years  preceding  the  time  of  his  election,  and  have  resided  in  the 
county  for  two  years  (4) .  Before  assuming  hia  duties  for  a  term  of  four  years 
(5)  he  must  take  an  oath  of  office  (6).  The  district  attorney  receives  a  salary 
and  supplies  from  the  county,  which  furnishes  him  v/ith  an  office  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  courthouse. 

The  district  attorney  of  the  county  is  a  very  important  officer  in  the  en- 
forcement of  law.  He  investigates  criminal  acts  and  prosecutes  persons  charged 
v/ith  the  commission  of  crimes.  It  is  his  duty  to  institute  proceedings  for  the 
arrest  and  detention  of  persons  suspected  or  accused  of  crime,  prepare  and  sign 
indictments,  submit  testimony  before  the  grand  jury,  and  appear  in  court  and  try 
cases  on  the  Commonwealth's  behalf  (7).  Ho  is  authorized  to  take  the  finger- 
prints of  persons  accused  of  having  committed  a  felony,  and  to  keep  a  fingerprint 
file  of  all  persons  convicted,  to  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  other  district 
attorney  or  peace  officer  in  the  Commonviealth  (8)  .  To  help  him  in  his  work,  the 
district  attorney  of  Luzerne  County  has  appointed  one  chief  and  five  assistant 
county  detectives  (9)  (see  County  Detectives). 

The  district  attorney  receives  commitments  by  justices  of  the  peace  of 
minors  to  charitable  institutions,  and  he  must  place  them  in  the  hands  of  a 
judge  sitting  at  quarter  sessions  (10).  He  must  furnish  jail  wardens  with  a 


1-  Frank  M.  Eastman,  Courts  and  Lav;yers  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  1922,  1, 
10;  Jacob  Tanger  and  Harold  F.  Alderfer,  Pennsylvania  Government,  Stu>te  and  Local, 
Harrisburg,  1933,  p.  48j  Hw   S.  Gilbertson,  The  County,  New  York,  1917,  pp.  12, 
13.  2-  Act  no.  946  passed  December  27,  1781,  recorded  in  Law  Book  A,  I,  464,  at 
Harrisburg.  3-  Const.,  Art.  XIV  si.  4-  1850  PL  654  s  1  am.  and  rep.  as  to  cer- 
tain counties  1852  PL  45;  1853  PL  667  s  7  but  reen.  throughout  the  state  1883  PL 
15  s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  246  am,  1931  PL  401  s  1  further  an.  1937  PL  2619  s  1. 
5-  Const.,  Art.  XIV  s  2  am.  1909;  1850  PL  654  s  1.  6-  Const..  Art.  VII  s  1; 
1850  PL  654  s  2;  1929  PL  1278  s  53.  7-  1850  PL  654  s  1}  Coi^.  ex  rel  Minord  et 
al,  appellants  vs.  Margiotti,  325  Pa,  17,  pp.  30,  31  (1936).  8-  1927  PL  414  s  5} 
1937  PL  2433  a  5.  9-  1874  PL  218  No.  138  a  1,  rep.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051  but 
reen.  in  s  277,  281;  1931  PL  401  s  1.  10-  1893  PL  399  s  4. 
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District  Attorney  (255-289) 

criainal  history  of  each  felon  committea  to  their  care  (11).  Upon  request  of  the 
State  Board  of  Pardons,  he  must  fon. ard  to  theni  any  information  relative  to  applica- 
tions for  pardons  or  coianutations  oi  s&ntenco  (12) . 

Where  a  writ  of  iLund^r.us  is  sought  to  forcii  a  public  official  to  pfcriorm  his 
duty,  the  proceedings  nrj^y  oe  brought  at  the  inst-nce  of  the  district  attorney 
(13)  .  Applications  in  Mny  to«r.3hip  for  a  dance  hall  or  ballroom  liconse  are  in- 
vestigated by  the  district  attorney  for  compli-nce  \.'ith  le^ol  requirements.  He 
is  empowered  to  revok.:;  such  liccus-,;  for  disorderly  or  irjnoral  conduct  upon  the 
premises  (14) . 

Although  not  rcquirod  to  do  so  by  statute,  the  district  attorney  keeps  the 
following  records: 

285.  DISTRICT  ATTOWEY'S  D0(X2T,  1878-82,  1684-86.  3  vols.  Discontinued. 
Rjcord  of  cases  tried,  showing  names  of  defendant,  prosecutor,  bailor,  aiLOunt  of 
bail,  charges,  costs,  dutu  and  time  jury  was  sworn,  date  jury  retired,  and  disposi- 
tion of  case.  Attached  to  each  page  is  ne.-spaper  clipping  of  doily  lists  of 
criminal  trials.  Arr.  chron.  by  term  of  court.  No  inddX.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fa. 

Avir.  300  pp.  15^  x  11  x  2.  Janitor's  bsnt.  strm. 

286.  DISTRICT  ATTORl^Y'S  TRIAL  DOCKET,  1890—.  16  vols. 

List  of  criLinal  c:i3-^s  showing  court  temi,  case  no.,  noiiie  of  deftnaant,  attorney, 
and  prosecutor,  charge,  nan.e  cf  jui.^e  and  disposition.  Arr.  chron.  by  term  of 
court.  Indexed  alph.  by  first  i&tter  cf  surname  cf  defendant.  Hdw.  on  ptd*  fm» 
Avor.  500  pp.   26  X  12  X  3.  Off. 

287.  NON-SUPPORT  SURETY  DOGJGT,  1921--.  11  vols.  (1-11). 

List  of  cases  triijcl  in  doL-.c.-stic  relations  court  sho»ving  court  tern.,  case  no., 
nauos  of  defendant,  coiuplainant,  prosecutor  and  court  offifials,  charge  ajid  dis- 
position of  caje.  Arr.  chron.  by  tin-;  of  court.  Indexed  alp:i.  by  f •  rst  letter 
cf  aurnajae  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver,  500  pp.  ?.0  x  12   :<  Z     Off. 

288.  INDICnENTS  HELD  OVSR  GSl^RALLY;  TRit.:5CRIPTS  FOR  NEXT  Gx^^ND  JURY, 
1937—.  900  pap.^rs  in  9  f.b. 

Confidential  record.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdv;.  on  ptd.  fm» 
10  X  5  X  13.  Off . 

289.  (ACCIDEi'JT  AND  LURDSR  SITES),  1923  —  .  1923-30  in  (Blue  Prints 
and  Rough  Drafts)  entry  508j  1930 —  in  Tracings  of  Laps  xor  the 
County  Roads,  entry  501. 

Tracings  of  accident  and  uurder  sites  L.ade  by  engineer  as  requested  by  district 
attcrn^.y . 


11-  1889  PL  103  s  2.  12-  1931  PL  71  No.  53  s  1.  13-  1893  PL  Mb  s  5. 
14-  1927  PL  968  s  4,  6. 
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XI.  COUNTY  D2T2CTr/;iS 


The  county  detectives  hixve   be-in  a  branch  ci'  th-^  county  la...'  enf  jrceiiient  ma- 
chinery since  1874.  They  _ro  appointed  by  the  district  c^ttcrncy  to  aid  him  in 
the  perforciance  of  his  duties  (1)  (see  District  Attorney).   In  Luzerne  County  the 
district  attorney  has  appointed  one  chief  and  five  assistant  ceunty  detectives. 
They  hold  their  positions  during  the  tern  of  the  district  attorney  and  are  re- 
movable at  his  discretion.  Under  the  direction  of  the  district  attorney  they 
make  investigations,  obtain  evidence,  niake  arrests,  and  perform  such  other  duties 
as  he  nay  request. 

The  county  detectives  share  the  office  of  the  district  attorney  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  courthouse.  They  are  paid  a  salary  and  furnished  with  supplies  by 
the  county.  There  is  no  legislative  provision  for  the  keeping  of  records  by  the 
county  detectives. 


1-  1874  PL  218  No.  138,  s  1  rep.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051  but  rean.  in  s  277  and 
281;  1931  PL  401  s  1. 
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XII.  THE  GliUXD  JURY 


The  grand  jury  is  an  institutijn  Df  historic,  piliticnl,  rnd  Icgr.l  interest, 
developed  in  English  specking  cjuntries.   Its  origin  is  surroundcc^  by  obscurity, 
and  has  caused  protr^^ctGd  discussion  nnd  led  t)  'J'ldcly  differing  conclusions. 
Vflintcver  its  origin,  the  grrnd  jury  v.r.s  r,  -yrcll  est^.blished  r.nglish  institution 
v;hen  the  colonists  brouglit  it  vrith  them  to  ^'jnjricci  (l). 

The  grnnd  jury  was  regarded  by  the  colonists  as  a  civil  right  -rhich  should 
not  be  denied.   The  framers  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  included 
the  provision  that  "no  person  shall  be  held  to  ansvr^r  for  a  capital  or  otherivis^ 
infamous  crime  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  gr'-nd  jury  except  in 
cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  ■p.+ien  in  actual 
service  in  time  of  v.-ar  or  public  danger"  (2), 

The  ancient  institution  of  the  grand  jury  v/ns  designed  to  r.id  the  govern- 
ment in  detecting  and  punishing  crime;  the  tyranny  of  kings  made  it  ^n  instru- 
ment to  defeat  the-  government.   Now  it  occupies  the  an:)malous  position  of  a  public 
accuser  while  at  the  same  time  it  stands  as  a  dufen'''er  of  the  liberty  of  the 
people. 

The  grand  jury  is  a  b  >dy  composed  jf   not  less  than  twelve  nor  m.ore  than 
twenty-three  persons.   Tvj-enty-f our  are  summoned  but  n^.v^r  more  than  tv/enty-three 
arc  sworn  because  only  t\7^.1ve  of  the  number  present  are  necessary  to  find  a  bill 
to  be  true  or  to  be  ignored  (3), 

The  manner  of  selecting  and  procuring  the  attendance  of  grand  jurors  is 
regulated  in  Pennsylvania  by  statute  (4).   The  qualifications  of  grand  jurors 
are  in  general  the  same  as  they  were  at  com^^on  lav.'  v;here  they  were  required  to 
be  freeholders  and  men  jf  good  character  (5).   The  Pennsylvania  statutes  provide 
that  n  grand  juror  must  be  impartial  to  b jth  the  Commonwealth  and  the  accused  (7). 
They  are  n:it,  hov.'cvcr,  required  t ->  be  freeholders  (s). 

No  statutory  form  of  oath  has  been  prescribed  in  Pennsylvania  (9),  although 
the  grand  jurors  must  take  aji  oath  or  affirmation  before  entering  upon  their 
duties,  in  r-tiich  they  continue  for  one  terra  of  court.   The  grand  jury  may  be 
summoned  to  meet  prior  to  term  time  if  the  judges  deem  such  action  expedient. 


1-  G.  J.  Edwards,  Jr.,  The    Grand  Jury,  Philadelphia,  1906,  pp.  1-31.   In 
Pennsylvania  the  early  cases  in  v.+iich  reference  ti  a  grand  jury  is  made,  have  been 
collected  by  the  Honorable  Samuel  W.  Pennypackk.r  in  an  address  entitled  "Pennsyl- 
vania Colonial  Cases."   The  first  case  cited  arose  in  .'.ugust  1683,  "Pennsylvania 
Colonial  Cases,"  p>  32.   2-  U.S.  C.nst.,  :.rt.  V.   3-  LdvT.rds,  ^p.  cit.,  p.  34. 
4-  1867  PL  62  s  3.   5-  Ldvmrds,  op.  cit.,  pp.  60,  61.   6-  1867' PL  62.   7-  Comm. 
vs.  Clark,  2  Browne  (la.)  325;  Rolland  vs.  CoLim.  82  Pa.  306;  Comm.  vs.  Cosier, 
5  Luzerne  Legal  Register  (Pa.)  97.   8-  Ldwr.r-'s,  op.  cit.,  p.  62.   9-  Ld-va.rds, 
jp.  cit.,  p.  64. 
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The  judges  also  have  the  povcr  to  h^ld  ovi^r  the  grand  jury  summoned  at  any  term, 
and  during  the  interim,  and  until  the  grnnd  jury  if  the  next  succeeding  term  is 
assembled  (10). 

At  comnon  law  the  grand  jurors  were  regarded  as  an  am  of  the  government  to 
bring  wrongdoers  to  justice  znd   in  this  respect  they  exercised  the  brjadeat  and 
most  unlimited  pDwers.   In  Pennsylvania  a  somewhat  narrower  view  jf  the  power  jf 
the  grand  jury  was  taken.   They  are  effectually  limited  to  such  matters  as  are 
within  their  ovm  knowledge  or  may  be  given  them  in  charge  by  the  court  or  the 
district  attorney  (ll). 

The  duty  of  the  Pennsylvania  grrjid  jury  is  to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
evidence  presented  by  the  state  raises  a  prima  facie  presumption  of  the  guilt 
of  the  defendant.  If  it  docs,  then  a  true  bill  should  be  returned;  if  not,  the 
bill  should  be  ignored  (12).  In  all  prosecutions,  except  cases  of  felonies,  if 
the  bill  is  ignored,  the  grand  jury  determines  whether  the  county  or  prosecutor 
shall  pay  the  costs  (l3). 

The  hearings  of  the  grand  jury  are  not  attended  by  anyone  except  the  district 
attorney  presenting  the  Commonvrealth^ s  evidence  (see  District  Attorney),  and  such 
■vTitnosses  as  are  named  on  the  bill  (14),  The  grand  jurors  may  administer  oaths 
to  any  such  vritnesses  (15),   No  evidence  for  the  defendant  is  heard  before  the 
grand  jury  (l6). 

The  grand  jury  has  other  duties  apart  from  determining  -riminal  liability  of 
potential  defendants*   Thus  when  a  prisoner,  brought  up  for  discharge  for  want 
of  prosecution,  appears  insane,  the  court  must  order  the  district  attorney  to 
send  before  the  grand  jury  a  written  allegation  In  the  nature  of  a  bill  of  in- 
dictment, and  the  grand  jury  must  investigate  the  insanity  and  make  a  present- 
ment of  their  findings  to  the  court  (17). 

The  i^ennsylvania  statutes  impose  on  the  grand  jury  certain  duties  which  re- 
late to  matters  of  general  public  good  ivithin  the  county,   Thus,  it  is  essential 
that  they  should  pass  upon  the  proposition  to  incorporate  a  borough,  town,  or 
village  vdthin  the  county  (l8),  or  change  a  borough's  limits  (l9),  and  the  court 
will  not  review  a  question  of  fact  as  to  the  incorporation  of  such  borough  when 
the  grand  jury  considers  tbe  incorporation  necessary  (20).   No  public  buildings  or 
memorials  may  be  erected  wjthin  the  county  unless  the  grand  jury  has  approved  of 
such  erection  (21),  and  no  county  bridge,  highway,  tunnel,  subway,  or  underground 


10-  1875  PL  28  5  2;  1927  Pi  420  s  2,   U-  Edvmrds,  op.  oit,,  p,  100,   As  to 
presentments  upon  own  knowledge,  see  1839  PL  519  s  116,   12-r  Edwards,  op»  cit,, 
p.  141*   13-  1804,  4  Sm  L  204  s  1,  2;  1859  PL  528  rep,  1860  PL  427  s  79  but  reen. 
in  s  62,   14-  Ldwards,  op.  cit,.  p.  130,   1929  PL  1794  a   1.   15-  1826  PL  204,  9 
Sm  L  136  s  1  rep.  1860  PL  427  s  79  but  reen.  in  s  10.   16-  1887  PL  158  s  1.   17- 
1860  PL  427  s  68.   18-  1834  PL  163  s  1;  1871  PL  283;  1891  PL  120.   19-  1927  PL 
519  s  401,  402,  405,  406,  410,   20-  Millville  Borough,  10  Pennsylvania  County 
Court  Reports  321.   21-  1834  PL  537  s  10  rep.  1929  FL  1878  s  1051?  1834  PL  537  s 
H;  1834  PL  539;  1876  PL  149  s  1;  1876  PL  154  s  6;  1877  PL  40  s  1;  1883  PL  58  s 
1;  1895  PL  377  s  1;  1911  PL  1039  s  1;  1921  IL  271  s  1  rep,  1929  PL  1278  s  1051; 
1929  PL  1278  s  552,  592,  601,  615. 
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road  mey  be  erected  unless  the  grand  jury  sh::.ll  determine  that  it  is  necessary 
(22).   Tj  detcrnine  such  necessity  the  grand  jury  cin^ucts  herrings  (23)  in  the 
grand  jury  rjon  on  the  third  fl^or  it   the  G5urth.-)Uso  -A^-icre  all  its  business  is 
conducted. 

No  sewers  or  sewage  disposal  ^-lants  may  be  erected  in  the  county  unless 
investigated  and  ay^ryjcd   by  the  grand  jury. 

The  grand  jury  must  approve  any  bond  issue  in  excess  of  one-tenth  jf  one 
percent  :>£   the  total  value  of  taxable  property  in  the  county  as  shovTi  by  the 
Inst  triennial  assessment,  when  the  bond  issue  is  used  for  building,  improving, 
repairing,  and  maintaining  public  highvnys  (24), 

Up:)n  presentment  of  two  or  more  successive  grand  juries  the  c,:>mmissioni^rs 
are  authorized  to  maintain  a  county  morgue  (25). 

The  costs  of  investigation  of  all  matters  ■>£   public  import  by  the  grand 
jury  are  paid  by  the  county.   In  some  cases,  hovrcver,  they  are  taxed  and  paid 
as  other  costs  on   the  part  of  the  Commonwealth  in  any  criminal  prosecution  viiiich 
may  arise  out  of  such  investigation  (26), 

The  grand  jury  is  not  required  t:i  keep  any  records,  its  reports  being  found 
among  the  records  of  the  clerk  of  courts  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer 


22-  1836  FL  551  s  46;  1903  PL  164  s  1;  1903  FL  289  s  1;  1907  PL  3  s  1  nm. 
1929  PL  5  Nj.  3  s  1;  1907  PL  185  s  1  rep,  1929  IL  1278  s  1051;  1929  PL  1278  s 
732,  734,  751,  771,  794,  801,  602,  901,  937;  1931  FL  401  s  1.   23-  1929  FL  1278 
s  773,  916,   24-  1929  PL  1278  s  876,  896,   25-  1093  IL  457  s  1  par.  1;  1899  FL 
52  s  1,   26-  1907  PL  166  s  1. 
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XIII.  J.UL 


In  colonial  Pennsylvania  the  sheriff  wr.s  the  official  custodian  of  the 
county  jail  (see  Sheriff).   The  office  of  jail  wprden  was  established  in  Luzerne 
County  in  1868,  when  a  special  act  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  "keeper"  of 
the  county  prison  by  the  prison  commissioners  11)  (see  Prison  Commissioners). 
He  is  required  to  reside  in  the  building  (2),  and,  in  general,  has  charge  of  the 
inmates  and  is  responsible  for  their  welfare  and  safekeeping  (3).   At  the  time 
of  his  appointment  the  wrrden  must  take  an  of^th  of  ofiice  (4),  and  give  a  bond 
(5). 

The  vfarden  receives  a  salary  from  the  county,  but  must  furnish  his  own 
supplies  for  his  office  lAihich  is  locat>-d  in  the  county  prison  on  T'fatcr  Street, 
^Yilkes-Barre. 

Upon  the  written  rcquust  of  the  proper  authorities,  the  warden  may  detail 
any  prisoner  for  work  on  public  highways,  except  one  under  sentence  of  death  (6). 
The  warden  must  notify  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  clerk  of  courts 
when  prisoners  are  transferred  or  retransferred  to  him  (7).   These  notices  are 
not  retained.   He  has  the  authority  to  take  the  fingerprints  or  photographs  of 
any  person  in  custody  charged  with  the  commission  of  a  crime  (s),  for  use  in  the 
identification  of  the  prisoner  or  at  his  trial  (9).   He  must  also  furnish  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Motor  Police,  upon  request,  the  fingerprints,  photographs,  and  de- 
scription of  any  person  detained  in  his  institution  (lO),   The  warden  is  allowed 
to  adopt  the  Bertillon  method  of  measurements  rnd  registration,  or  any  other 
method  which  minutely  describes  convicts  (11), 

The  vrardcn  must  keep  a  journal  in  v.-hich  art,  entered  the  .admittance,  dis- 
sh^rge  and  other  information  concerning  prisoners  (l2);  a  record  of  the  money 
and  effects  taken  from  prisoners  entering  the  prison  (13);  a  record  of  the  physi- 
cal and  ment'-.l  examination  given  to  all  prisoners  upon  admission  to  the  prison 
(14).   He  must  also  record  in  r  register  a  description  of  every  felon  committed 
to  his  institution,  togctht,r  vdth  his  criminal  history  -^nd  photographs  (15). 
This  register  is  not  open  to  the  public,  '-xcept  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  identi- 
fication of  persons  accused  of  crime  after  having  been  imprisoned  for  a  prior 
offense,  and  as  evidence  at  the  trial  of  such  p.,rsons  (16). 

In  addition  to  the  records  v.-hioh  the  jail  vrarden  has  been  specifically 
required  to  keep,  he  has  kept  other  records  as  a  m-^ttcr  of  practice  and  expediency. 
The  records  of  discharges  which  antedate  the  founding  of  the  office,  were  formerly 


1-  1868  PL  917  s  2  art.  I.   2-  Ibid.,  art.  II.   3-  Ibid.,  s  11.   4-  Const., 
Art.  VII  s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  53.   5-  1868  PL  917  s  13.   6-  1915  PL  812  s  2.   7- 
1923  PL  1044  s  3  and  5;  1929  PL  640  s  3.   8-  1927  FL  414  s  3  am.  1937  PL  2433  s  3. 
9-  1927  PL  414  s  5  am.  1937  ?L  2433  s  5.   10-  1927  PL  414  s  2  am.  1927  P  2433  s 
2.   11-  1839  PL  10"  s  4.   12-  loR8  PL  917*  k  2^  art,  TI.  *13-'  Ibid'.,  firt.  YI« 
14-  IdZi.   PL  433  Ho,  208  s  1.   15-  18GC  PL  103  s  1,   16-  Ibid.,  's  *3. 
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kept  by  the  sheriff,   .Ul  thu  records  of  the  jnil  v-rden  crc  found  in  the  prison 
building 


Commitments 
(See  -.Iso  ..ntrics  194-197,  277,  278)  '  '' 

290.  COlQ/.mENTS,  1870--.   92,500  papers  in  47  f.  b. ,  76  bdl.  , 
Orders  committing  prisoners,  shovdng  dntv.,  nrmc  of  municipality  from  vhich  com-  'y 
mittcd,  name  of  defendant,  charges,  verdict,  sentence,  and  serxl  of  committing' 
official.   Beginning  1930,  each  order  is  accompanied  by  a   case  history  sheet, 
showing  cell  no.  and  location,  name  and  address  of  prisoner,  sox,  charges <  place 
and  date  of  birth,  citizenship,  occupation,  criminal  history,  health  and  educa- 
tional record,  marit-1  status,  numbr  of  children,  military  service,  and  name 

of  committing  judge  or  magistrate.   ;.rr,  chron.  by  date  of  commitment.   No  index. 
Hdv:.  on  ptd.  fm.   F.  b.  19^-  x  4|  x  11,  bdl.  8  x  9|  x  3.   1870-99,  1907-26,  76 
bdl.,  bsmt.  vlt.j  1900-1906,  1927--,  47  f.  b.,  record  strm. 

291.  (PRISONLRS  CO^IMITrHD) ,  1930—.   20,000  cards  in  3  Kardex  trays. 

List  of  prisoners  in  county  prison,  shov:ing  cell  no.,  name  and  address  of  prisoner, 
charges,  date  admitted,  committing  judge  or  magistrate,  term  of  sentence,  date  of 
discharge.   Different  colored  cards  are  used  to  distinguish  prisoners  remanded'  for 
sentence  or  aiva.iting  trial,  those  sentenced  by  magistrates,  and  by  federal  judges. 
TiVhcn  prisoner  is  discharged,  c-rd  is  removed  and  placed  in  (Prisoners  Discharged), 
entry  309.   Arr.  num.  by  cell  no.   No  index.   Hdv.  on  ptd.  fm.   6  x  14  x  29.   Off. 

292.  REGISTER  (of  Commitments),  1073  —  .   13  vols.   Title  varies: 
Quarterly  Report,  1873-1934,  10  vols. 

Quarterly  r-port  of  all  prison^-rs  received,  shomng  register  no.,  name,  ago, 
color,  birthplace,  and  occupation,  dates  of  hearing  and  commitment,  names  of  de- 
livering and  committing  officials,  charges,  date  of  conviction,  name  of  institu- 
tion to  v,-i-iich  sentenced,  record  of  previous  convictions,  sentence  imposed,  date 
and  manner  of  discharge,   .vlso  contains:  Convict  D^-scription  Docket,  1925 — , 
entry  311.   Arr.  chron.  by  d-te  >f  commitment.   1873-1902,  no  index;  for  in-icx  ■ 
1903—,  see  entry  293.   Hdw.   Aver.  201  pp.  21  x  17  x  2.   1873-1929,  7  vdIs., 
bsmt.  vlt.;  1930—,  6  vols.,  off. 

293.  INDEX  TO  THE  REGISTER  OF  C'J^a'ITMEFTS,  1903—.   22  vols. 
Alphabetical  index  to  Register  ( ^f  Commitments),  shovdng  n^mc  and  address  of 
prisoner,  vol,  and  p,   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  ^f  surname  of  prisoner,  entries 
made  chron.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  200  pp.  13  x  8  x  l|-.   Record  strm. 

294.  IKDICTMLNT  BOOK,  1922-^.  3  vols.   Title  varies:  Sentence  ^ook, 
1929-33,  1  vol. 

Record  of  all  prisoners  sentenced  to  confinement  in  county  prison,  shi^Adng  name 
of  defendant,  court  term  and  case  no.,  indictment,  verdict,  sentence  imposed, 
name  of  judge  and  date  jf  p-^r.ile  rtr   discharge.   Arr,  chron.  by  d-tc  of  entry. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  jf  prison..r.   Hdv/.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  250  pp.  14  x  9^  x  8, 
Record  strm. 

295.  PRISOMLES  -J^D  ViLGR.J"T  DOCK^-T,  1870-82.   2  vols.   Title  varies. 
Commitment  Dock:t,  1870-72,  1  V)l. 


-  134  - 
Jail  Warden  -  Jail  Records  (296-301) 

Record  of  commitments  to  the  county  prison,  showing  dato,  name,  charges,  place 
where  offense  was  conjnittud,  by  vvhoti  sentenced,  d-to  Oiid  reasons  lor  discharge, 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  cociinitiuont .   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Avsr.  464  pp. 
18  X  12^  X  2.  Bsmt.  vlt. 

296.  COkPILATIOiM  OF  GOivJitinSNTS  BY  LUZERliK   COUNTY  COURTS,  JUSTICES  OF 
THE  PEACE,  ETC.,  TO  LUZERNE  COUl-ITY  PRISON,  1873-1931.  1  chart. 

Statisticj.1  summary  of  cocmitments  of  Luzorn^  County  offenders  to  penal  and 
correctional  institutions,  showing  namo  of  institution,  type  of  crime,  number 
sentenced,  length  of  term,  and  actual  number  of  days  served.  Typed.  31  x  22^. 
Fingerprint  dept. 

297.  RECORD  (of  Sentences  to  Penitentiary,  Huntingdon,  County  Prison), 
1907-14,  1918-22.   2  vols.  1923 —  in  Pennsylvania  Industrial 
Reformatory  (  Commitments),  entry  298}  Eastern  Penitentiary  (Docket), 
entry  299. 

Record  of  prisoners  sentenced  to  Eastern  Penitentiary,  Pennsylvania  Industrial 
School  at  Huntingdon  and  the  county  prison,  shov/ing  date  of  sentence,  name  of 
defendant,  court  term  and  case  no.,  indictment,  verdict,  sentence,  and  name  of 
judge.  Arr.  chron.  by  d.ite  of  sentence.  Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  sur- 
name of  defendant.  Hdw.  Aver.  500  pp.  14  x  9  x  2.  Record  strm. 

298.  PENNSYLVANIA  INDUSTRIAL  RSFORi/iATORY  (ComLiitments) ,  1923—.   1  vol. 
Record  of  indictments  and  comLutments  to  Pennsylvani-  Industrial  School  at 
Huntingdon,  shov/ing  date  of  sentence,  name  of  defendctnt,  court  term  and  case  no», 
indictment,  verdict,  sentence,  date  of  commitment,  statement  of  first  offense, 
and  name  of  judge.  Also  contains:  Record  (of  Sentences  to  Penitentiary,  Hunting- 
don, County  Prison),  entry  297.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  sentence.   Indexed  alph, 
by  first  letter  of  surnrjat  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   298  pp.  14  x  9^  x  2, 
Record  strm. 

299.  EASTERN  PENITSNTi;JlY  (Doclcet),  1920—.   2  vols. 

Record  of  transfers  of  prisoners  to  the  E.-.stern  Penitentiary,  shov/ing  date  of 
sentence,  nanie  of  defendant,  court  term  ..nd  case  no.,  charges,  verdict,  sentence, 
naiae  of  judge,  and  dato  of  transfer.  Also  contains:  Record  (of  Sentences  to  Peni* 
tentiury,  Huntingdon,  County  Prison),  1923  —  ,  entry  297.  i-^rr.  chron.  by  date  of 
sentence.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnoiiio  of  prisoner.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
Avur.  298  pp.  14  x  9^  x  2.   Record  strm. 

Jail  Records 

300.  THIE  BOOK,  1870—.   29  vols.  Title  varies:  Time  Register  for 
Bo-rd  of  Prisoners,  1870-74}  Board  Book,  1875 j  Board  Blotter  for 
Regulars,  1876-83;  Prisoners'  Board  Book,  1884-1921. 

Daily  record  of  time  served  by  each  prisoner,  showing  date  and  name  of  prisoner. 
Prior  to  1899  record  shows  also  total  coat  of  board  per  day  of  all  prisoners 
and  rate  per  day  for  each  prisoner.  Arr,  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  100  pp*  14  x  9  x  -i-.  1870-1920,  21  vols.,  bsmt,  vlt.; 
1921 — ,  8  vols.,  record  strm* 

301.  (Prison)  KEEPER'S  REPORT,  1930—.  290,000  papers  in  78  bdl. 

Daily  report  of  prison  keepers,,  showing  date,  time  of  shift,  name  of  v/ing,  number 
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of  men  housed  in  each  wing,  names  of  men  admitted  and  released,  names  of  men 
changed,  giving  new  and  original  cell  nos,,  time  of  inspection,  and  signature  of 
keeper.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  8x3x1. 
Record  strm. 

302.  (INMATE  RECORD),  1915-25.  2  vols. 

Daily  record  of  prisoners,  showing  total  number  of  prisoners,  date  of  record,  cell 
no.  and  number  of  prisoners  in  each  cell.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  in- 
dex. Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  100  pp.  16  x  10  x  4^.  Bamt.  vlt. 

303.  PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT,  1930—.   500  reports  in  3  f.  b. 

Physician's  reports  of  prisoners  receiving  medical  treatment,  showing  date,  name 
of  wing,  cell  no.,  namos  of  prisoner  and  keeper,  doctor's  and  nurse's  report  and 
signatures.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  prisoner.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  10  x 
4  X  16.  Off. 

304.  MEDICAL  REGISTER,  1871-1919.  3  vols. 

Record  of  admissions  and  dischar|os  of  prisoners  treated  in  prison  dispensary. 
Admissions  show  register  no.,  date,  name,  age,  sax,  color,  birthplace,  occupa- 
tion, and  cell  no.  of  prisoner,  state  of  physical  and  mental  health,  marital 
status,  if  inoculated  against  smallpox,  hereditary  disaases  in  family,  number 
of  convictions  and  length  of  sentence.  Discharges  show  date,  register  no.,  name, 
age,  sex,  color,  state  of  physical  and  mental  health,  health  during  prison  sen- 
tence and  date  of  pardon  or  death.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  admission.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  300  pp.  18  x  15  x  2.  Bsmt .  vlt. 

305.  PROPERTY  TAKEN  F.AOk  PERSONS  UPON  ENTERING  PRISON  OR  mUE   CONFINED, 
1927  —  .  4  vols.   1924-26  in  Sheriff's  DocKet,  entry  277. 

Record  of  property  taken  from  prisoners  upon  entering  prison  or  while  confined, 
shov/ing  date,  entry  no.,  name  and  no.  of  prisoner,  date  received,  name  of  clerk, 
Cash  and  other  articles  taken,  record  of  search  by  keeper,  name  of  keeper,  and 
receipt  for  property  returned  to  prisoni^r  upon  discharge.  Arr.  chron.  by  date 
of  entry,  and  num.  by  entry  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm.  Av^r.  400  pp. 
14|-  X  24  X  2.  Record  strm. 

306.  DOCKET  (Criminul  Court  Docket),  1870-1907,  4  vols. 

Record  of  criminal  cases  kept  by  j-..il  v/arden  for  his  c\/n  use,  showing  name  of 
defendant,  court  term  and  casc  nc . ,  indictment,  verdict,  sentence  if  imprisoned, 
date  and  re.-son  for  discharge.  Arr.  chron.  by  df.to  of  entry.  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  cf  defendant.  Hdw.  Aver.  263  pp.  13-^  x  9  x  1.  Bsmt.  vlt. 

307.  WARDEN'S  JOURI^L,  1870-1907.  1  vol.  Discontinued. 

Unofficial  diary  kept  by  warden  in  v/hich  he  entered  day  by  day  happenings  in  the 
county  priscn,  including  expenditures  for  supplies  and  repairs,  inventories  of 
v/arOen's  dwelling  apartments  for  1872,  1874,  and  1878,  names  cf  official  visitors, 
deaths  and  escapes.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  Mo  index.  Hdw.  480  pp. 
16  X  12  X  2^.  Bsmt.  vlt. 

Discharges 
(Sea  also  entries  193,  323-325,  421) 

308.  DISCHARGES,  1854—.   92, 50^  papers  in  48  f.  b.,  26  bdl.  Title 
varies:  Penitentiary  and  Jail  Discharges,  1854-77,  1  f .  b. 
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Jail  Warden  -  Identification  of  Prisoners  (309-314) 

Original  orders  to  release  prisoners,  showing  name  of  issuing  agency,  names  of 
parties,  indictment,  verdict,  order  to  release  defendent,  date  of  order  and  signa-- 
ture  of  issuing  official.  Arr,  chron.  by  date  of  issue.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  hdw, 
on  ptd.  fm.   F.b.  9^  x  4^  x  11;  bdl,  8  x  9|  x  3»   1854-77,  1  f.  b.,  elk,  of  cts. 
bsmt.  vlt.;  1870-1926,  2b  bdl*,  bsmt.  vlt.;  1927--,  47  f.b.,  record  strm. 

309.  (PRISONERS  DISCHARGED),  1930—.   18,000  cards  in  10  cardboard  boxes. 
Record  cards  of  discharged  prisoners,  showing  cell  no.,  name  and  address  of 
prisoner,  date  admitted,  name  of  committing  oflicial,  sentence,  and  date  of  dis- 
charge. When  a  prisoner  is  discharged  his  card  is  removed  from  (Prisoners  Com- 
mitted), entry  291,  and  placed  in  this  iile,  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  discharge. 
No  index.  Typed  on  ptd.  fm.   5  x  13  x  8.  Record  strm. 

310.  DISCHARGE  DESCRIPTION  DOCKET,  1872-1920,   1  vol. 

Record  of  discharged  prisoners,  showing  date  of  discharge,  name  and  no.  of  prison- 
er, age,  color,  sex,  charges,  date  and  term  of  sentence,  reasons  for  discharge  or 
detention,  number  of  days  served,  number  of  times  punished,  occupation  and  edu- 
cation in  prison,  weight  when  discharged,  amount  earned,  and  intended  residence. 
Arr,  chron.  bv  date  of  discharge.  No  index.  Hdv/.  on  ptd.  fm.   280  pp.  20  x  14  x 
2.   Bsmt.  vlt. 

Identification  of  Prisoners 

311.  CONVICT  DESCRIPTION  DOCKET,  1370-1924.   2  vols.   1925—  in 
Register  (Of  Coi'^mitments)  ,  entry  292, 

Description  of  convicts,  showing  name  and  no.  of  prisoner,  date  committed,  age, 
color,  sex,  nativity,  physical  description,  age  at  time  of  death  of  parents,  home 
environment,  education  and  employment  background,  marital  status,  number  of  chil- 
dren, military  record,  charges,  sentence,  and  prison  record.   1870-72,  1  vol., 
omits  age  at  time  of  death  of  parents,  home  environ:,ient ,  educational  and  employ- 
ment background,  marital  status,  number  of  children  and  military  record.  Arr, 
chron.  by  date  committed.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm.  Aver.  250  pp.   23  x  19  x  2, 
Bsmt.  vlt. 

312.  (FINGERPRINT  FORMS  AND  INTELLIGEI^ICE  REPORTS),  1931—,   3,000 
records  in  2  f.  d. 

Case  histories  of  prisoners  committod,  showing  name  and  aliases,  sex,  age,  physi- 
cal description,  nationality,  photographs,  fingerprint  no.  with  classification, 
habits,  associates,  marital  and  family  status,  education,  and  detailed  criminal 
record  with  notation  of  sources  of  information.  Arr,  alph.  by  name  and  aliases 
of  prisoner.  Typed  on  mimeo.  fm.   11-g  x  13^  x  29.  Fingerprint  dept, 

313.  FINGERPRINT  RECORDS,  1931—,   3,000  cards  in  2  f,  d. 

File  of  fingerprints  of  prisoners,  showing  name,  aliases,  s^-x,  color,  file  and 
classification  nos.,  fingerprints  .  and  classification,  place  and  by  whom  taken  and 
classified,  photograph,  charges,  criminal  and  prison  record,  physical  description, 
nationality,  birthplace,  occupation,  education,  marital  status,  and  signature  of 
prisoner.   Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  prisoner.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   8  x  8  x  27,   Finger- 
print dept. 

314.  FINGERPRINT  INDEX,  (Master  Card  Record),  1931—.  4,000  cards  in 
1  Kardex  tray. 
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Accounts 

Alphabetical  card  index  to  Fingerprint  Records,  ^hcv/ing  name  und  aliases  of 
prisoner,  file  no.,  fingerprint  claaaific-tion  Luii  charges.  Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm. 
6  X  14  X  29.  Fingerprint  d^pt. 

Equipiaent  and  Supplies 

315.  INVOICES,  1899-1902.  2  vols. 

Duplicate  invoices  for  equipment  and  supplies  for  county  prison,  showing  date 
from  whom  purchased,  items  purchased,  and  amount  of  purchase.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  invoice.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  354  pp.  15  x  11  x  4.  Bsmt. 
vlt. 

Accounts 
(See  also  entries  403,  404,  421) 

316.  JOURNAL,  1899—.  11  vols.  Title  variesj  Day  Book,  1899-1919, 
4  vols. 

Monthly  expense  account  for  maintenance  of  prison  including  s-^laries  of  offi- 
cials, showing  date,  name  of  p-i.yee,  item  no.,  amount  and  purpose  of  expenditure 
and  total  monthly  amount.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hd\j,     Aver, 
152  pp.  14  x  8  X  -^.  1899-1925,  5  vols.,  bsmt.  vlt.;  1926—,  6  vols.,  off. 

317.  FEE  BOOK,  LUZERNE  COUNTY  PRISON,  1877-1902.  1  vol. 

Record  of  money  received  by  keeper  of  the  county  prison  for  fees  earned,  sale  of 
prison  manufactured  goods,  and  fines  and  costs,  showing  name  of  keeper,  date  re- 
ceived, payer,  for  what  service  or  for  what  articles,  amounts  chargeable  to 
county,  total  amounts,  and  date  forwarded  to  county  treasurer.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdv/.  on  ptd.  fm.   305  pp.  16  x  11-^  x  1^.     Bsmt.  vlt, 

318.  ACCOUNT  OF  PROVISIONS  (ILfcerne  County  Prison),  1899-1901.  1  vol. 
Monthly  record  of  cost  of  provisions  furnished  to  county  prison,  showing  date, 
articles  purchased,  source,  costs,  totail  cost  for  month.  Also  contains  separate 
account  for  the  warden's  family.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw. 
200  pp.  14  X  9  X  1.  Bsmt.  vlt. 

319.  CASH  book;  1673-96.   5  vols. 

Record  of  cash  received  surA   expended  for  materials  manufactured  and  sold  by 
prisoners,  showing  amount  received,  name  of  buyer  of  goods,  amount  expended  with 
purpose,  amount  sent  to  county  treasurer,  and  balance  on  hand.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  Aver.  252  pp.  14  x  9  x  1  1/4.  Bsmt.  vlt. 
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(320-321) 


XIV.  PRISON  COMISSIONERS 


Tho  jails  of  colonial  Pennsylvania  were  suporvised  and  controlled  by  the 
sheriffs,  who  were  entirely  responsible  for  their  maintenance  and  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  inmates  (l)  (see  Sheriff).  This  sole  responsibility  continued 
in  Luzerne  County  uiatil  1868,  when  a  special  act  sot  up  the  board  of  prison 
commissioners,  consisting  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  two  citizens 
appointed  yearly  by  the  judges  of  tho  court  of  quarter  sessions  (2).  The 
salaries  of  the  prison  commissioners  are  paid  by  the  county,  which  also  furnishes 
them  with  necessary  supplies.  They  have  no  office,  meeting  in  the  office  of 
the  board  of  county  comiaissioners  on  the  first  floor  of  the  courthouse, 

Tho  prison  commissioners  have  the  responsibility  of  managing  the  county 
prison  and  the  prisoners.  They  meet  monthly,  or  more  often  if  necessary,  a 
majority  of  the  commissioners  constituting  a  quorimi  for  the  transaction  of 
business.  With  the  approval  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  they  make  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  are  nocessaiy  for  the  government  and  management  of 
the  prison  and  the  safekeeping,  discipline,  and  employment  of  the  prisoners^ 

They  appoint  ^  warden  of  the  prison  (see  Jail  Y/ardon),  attendants,  a 
physiciem,  and  a  matron  (3)« 

The  prison  commissioners  make  an  annual  report  to  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  on  the  condition  of  the  prison  (3);  keep  regular  minutes  of  their  pro- 
ceedings; and  bills  and  vouchers  of  expenditures  (4).  Their  records  are  kept 
in  the  prison  building. 


320.  PRISON  BOPJi'D   MINUTES,  1873—.   3  vols.  Not  open  to  the  public. 
Minutes  of  the  monthly  meetings,  showing  date,  names  of  presiding  officer  and 
members  present,  business  transacted,  and  signature  of  secretary.  Arr,  chron. 
by  date  of  meeting.  No  index.  Hdw.  Aver.  300  pp.  12  x  18  x  3.  Jail  warden's 
off.  safe, 

321.  BILLS  (AND  VOUCHERS),  1907—.  9,600  papers  in  21  bdl. 

Bills  and  vouchers  for  services  and  supplies.  Bills  show  date,  item  purchased, 
names  of  creditor  and  debtor,  and  amount  due;  vouchors  show  voucher  no.,  date, 
amoxmt,  name  and  address  of  payee,  and  signatures  of  president  and  secretary  of 
prison  board,  Arr,  chron.  by  date  of  voucher.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm, 
9x8x4,  Bsmt.  vlt. 


1-  H.S,  Gilbertson,  Tho  County,  New  York,  1917,  p,  12,  2-  1868  PL  917  s  1. 
3-  Ibid,,  s  2  art.  1,  4-  Ibid,,  s  9, 


(Next  entry  322,  p.  140) 


XV.   THE  PROB..TION  OFFICE 


The  coxirt  of  quc.rtcr  cessions  has  vn.dc  jurisdiction  in  cases  involving 
frmily  problems,  c-vA   delinquent  end  depondont  children.  Under  thu  poor  lav/, 
end  the  ccts  of  1867  and  1895  this  court  adjudicates  questions  of  non-support 
nr.d  desertion  of  i.lves,  frmily,  children,  r.ini  incL-pr,citr.tod  parents;  under  the 
act  of  1903  it  duals  v.dth  cliildren  except  v;here  questions  of  cdoption  are  in- 
volved; under  the  r.ct  of  1860  it  has  jurisdiction  ij-'  proceedings  concerning 
illegitimacy  (l)* 

Juvenile  court  sepsinns  are  held  by  the  court  of  qur.rtcr  sessions  each 
Saturday  morning,  v/ldle -domestic  relation  cases  c:re  heard  oil  the  first  and  third 
Friday  of  uoch  month» 

Under  the  act  of  1903  (2)  the  judges  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  have 
authority  to  appoint  probation:  officers  for  children  charged  vdth  dclinquciicy 
or  neglect,  and  under  the  acts  of  1909  (3)  and  1911  (4),  to  appoint  probation 
officers  for  adult  offenders  in  criminal,  non-support,  and  desertion  cases. 
Under  the  t ct  of  1913  (5),  the  judges  may  also  appoint  desertion  probation 
officers  to  collect  support  orders,  and  to  supervise  probationers  in  non-support 
and  desertion  proceedings.   Thuir  j^uictions  have  heon  extended  to  include  the 
collectioii  of  support  orders  made  for  children  in  illegitimacy  proceedings  (6). 

i.ccording  to  Pcnnsylviaiia  lavr,  ^Yiincn  probationers  must  be  supervised  by 
v/omen,  and  men  probationers,  by  men  (7). 

The  probation  office  of  Luzerne  County  vas  established  in  1913,  and  is  in 
charge  of  four  salaried  probation  officers.   The  chief  probation  officer  is  con- 
cerned with  the  general  supervision  of  all  probation  xiork   and  pc.role  cases  in- 
cludino;  rupervision  of  cases  involving  desertion  and  non-support.   There  are 
tvro  v/omen  probatior.  officers  T.ho  are  field  •'./orkers,  and  './hose  time  is  occupied 
primarily  idth  des^rti-^n  aiid  non-support  cases.   They  also  make  investigations 
upon  request  of  the  court  in  juvenile  cases*  -  third  field  -rorker  reviev/s  in- 
voE  •:igations  i.r.de  b-"^  private  agencies  in  fornication  and  bastardy  cases,  is 
responsible  for  all  c  llcctions  in  such  cases,  :  nd  supervises  delinquent  girls 
and  the  hospitalization  of  vromen.   In  domestic  relation  cases  the  person  super- 
vising the  case  collects  the  cost* 

From  time  to  time,  probation  officers  must  ma.ko  reports  of  cases  involving 
juvenile  delinquents  t-.   the  c  )urt  of  quarter  sessions  (8).   ..Ithough  not  required 
by  statute  to  ixdce  reports  in  cases  of  domestic  relati  ^ns  to  the  c^urt,  the 


1-  Leon  Stern,  The  Treatment  of  ^.dult  Offenders  and  Children  in  Luzerne 
County,  Pennsylvania,  Peinisylvania  Coinmittee  on  Penal  /.ffairs,  Philadelphia,  1929, 
pp.  8,  9.   2-  1903  PL  274.   3-  1909  PL  495.   4-  1911  PL  1055.   5-  1913  PL  502, 
6-  Stern,  op.  cit.,  p.  11.   7-  1909  PL  495  a  3;  1911  PL  1055  s  3;  1919  PL  569 
s  1.   8-  1935  PL  1433  s  17. 
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accounts 

probation  officers  submit  reports  to  the  court  vrhcn  'lecosf.ity  crises,  mcinly 
vihcn   the  dcfendcnt  frils  t-.  comply  uith  r.  support  order.   Thuse  reports  contain 
cdditioncl  information  on  the  eirv-ironment,  eo.rninf^s,  end  attitudes  of  the  family 
under  investigation.   The  State  Department  of  Velfaro  h£;s  the  povrcr  to  request 
periodical  information  of  the  i.Tork  pcrforraci  by  the  probation  officers  (9). 

The  accowits  of  the  probation  officers  must  be  audited  by  the  county  con- 
troller (10). 

i'.ll  records  of  the  probation  officers  are  kept  in  the  county  courthouso. 
No  records  of  this  office  prior  to  1924  -.icre  f  jund  by  the  Sui^oy  except  cnnccllod 
checks.   Prior  records  v;ere  removed  by  former  probation  officers. 


Supervision  of  Rcloascd  Prisoners 
(Sec  also  entries  193-197) 

322.  CAGE  HISTORIES,  1924—.   8,000  papers  in  20  f.d. 

Complete  case  histories  of  probation  cases,  contaiiiing  biographical  and  physical 
information,  crime  record,  ;'.ates  of  probationary  period,  reports  of  investigators, 
dates  and  reports  of  defendant  to  office,  shovang  none  of  defendant,  type  of 
case,  names  of  prosecutor  and  plaintiff,  date  and  character  of  report,  and  dis- 
position of  case.   ..rr.  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   For  index  sec  entries  324, 
325.  Edvr.    on  ptd.  fi-.i.   12  x  14*  x  30.   Off. 

323.  COURT  SHELTS,  1924--.   15  vols. 

Record  of  testimony  taken  in  cases  referred  to  probation  office,  shovjing  court 
tcm  and  case  no.,  names  of  defendant,  prosecutor,  a;id  idtnesses,  charges, 
testimony  taken,  and  disposition  of  case.   ..rr.  chron.  by  c  mrt  term.   Typed  on 
ptd,  fm.  ..ver.  486  pp.  14  x  10  x  2.   Off. 

324.  VISIBLE  C.  J^D  IITOEX  (Criminal  Cases),  1924—.   900  cards  in  18  Kardex 
trays. 

Index  to  abases  referred  to  probati'?n  office  by  criminal  court,  shov/ing  name  and 
address  of  defendant,  name  of  prosecutor,  and  record  of  defend^ant's  employment. 
..rr.  alph.  by  name  of  defc:idant,   Tjqied  on  ptd.  fin.  1  x  8  x  24.   Off. 

325.  VISIBLE  CRD  IIvTDEX  (Domestic  Relations  Cases),  1924—.   2^000  cards 
in  42  Ka  rdcx  trays . 

Index  to  cases  referred  to  probation  office  by  domestic  relrtions  court,  shov/ing 
name  ,.nd  address  of  defendant,  name  of  prosecutor,  a.n^'  record  of  defendant's 
eraploj^mcnt.  :;rr.  alph.  by  name  of  lefendant.   Typed  on  ptd.  fm.   1  x  8  x  24. 
Off. 

j.ccounts 

326.  ..CCOUITT  BOOKS,  1924—.   8  vols... 

Record  of  payments  ma^e  hy   defendants  in  probation  cases,  cho'-n.ng  names  and 


9-  1929  PL  177  s  2311.   10-  1929  PL  1278  s  372.1  added  1931  PL  401  s  12. 


The  Protntion  Office  -  j.ccounts  (327) 


cdc'rcssGs   of  dofendnnt  and  person  receiving  payiient,    'late   and  p.moxmt   of  parent, 
Arr.   r.lph.   by  nnnc    of  pcyer.      Nn   index.      Typed.      Aver.    500  pp.    12  x   18  x   Z-g, 
Off. 

327.      (C.JTCELLED  PROB-TIOU   OFFICE  CHECKS),    1921--.      25,000   records   in  15 
f.b.    and  16  bdl. 
Cancelled   chocks,    shovdns   check  no.,    date    issued,    amount,    name   of  payer,    signa- 
ture  of  payee   and  prob?,tion  officer.     ..rr.    chr-in,   by    'ate    of  check.      No   index. 
Hdiv.    on  ptd.   fn.     F.b.   10  x  5  x  14,   bdl.   3  x  8  x   10^      1921-32,    15   f.b.,    cor.ms. 
bsnt.    vlt.;    1933—,    16  bdl.,    off. 
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(Next  entry  328,  p.  143) 

XVI.   THE  LUZERIC  COUNTY  INDUSTRL.L  SCIiCOL  FOR  BOYS 


The  LuzoruG  County  ludustrir.l  School  for  Boys  is  the  official  nanc  of  tho 
institution  estr.blishcd  by  Luzerne  County  in  1912  (1)  at  a  site  novj-  knovm  as 
Kis-Lyni   It  \jr.s  suggested  that  tho  railrray  station  and  post  office  at  the  insti- 
tution be  naned  "Kis-Lyn"  in  honor  of  Mr*  Elliot  P»  Kisnor  of  Hazloton  and  Judgo 
John  Lynch  of  '". ("ilkus-Parrc,  tvjo   outstanding  citizens  of  the  comity  interested  in 
juvenile  vj-ork.  Tho  nane  of  "Kis-Lyn"  has  since  been  applied  frequently  to  the 
institution  itself.   Boye  admitted  to  the  Industrial  School  are  the  juvenile 
delinquent  rrords  of  Luzcrno  County  as  defined  by  tho  General  i.sscnbly  in  1933  (2). 
By  special  arrangcPiCiit  those  from  other  couiaties  nay  be  admitted.  Boys  vdth  in 
intelligence  rating  below  0.65  are  rarely  accepted,  and  no  boys  are  adnittcd 
who  have  passed  thuir  seventeenth  birthday  r.t  the  tir.ie  of  entryi 

The  school  is  und^.r  the  jurisdiction  of  a  board  of  Managers  composed  of 
the  three  county  cornissioners  onci  nine  other  persons  appointed  by  the  judges  of 
the  court  of  conmon  pleas.  The  judges  also  hcve  the  pouer  to  fill  vacancies  and 
to  remove  any -of  the  LiajTagers'.  This  board  is  required  to  make  a  report  at  least 
onco  every  six  months  to  the  court  (3)*  The  board  selects  a  superintendent 
trained  in  educational  cud  social  v/ork  (4),  and  chooses  the  teaching  personnel, 
and  fixes  their  salaries  (5)'. 

The  board  of  managers  is  charged  vdth  the  responsibility  of  making  up  an 
estimate  of  the  money  required  each  year  for  equipment  and  maintenance  of  the 
school.  This  estima.te  is  certified  to  the  county  conr.iissioners  in  order  that 
they  may  make  provisions  for  the  school  in  tlie  amiual  tax  levy  or  by  a  bond 
issue  (6). 

The  school  is  built  and  opL,rated  upon  the  "cottage  system"  (7)i  vrhcreby 
the  boys  are  segregated  into  as  many  as  cleve}i  diffurent  groups  depending  upon 
such  factors  as  age,  degree  of  delinquency,  r:id  mental  capacity,,   Each  gr-iup  is 
under  the  supervision  of  a  mru  and  '.dfe  Icno^.ni  as  the  "mraiager"  and  the  "matron". 
The  school  itself  is  supplementary  to  the  public  school  system  (8).   It  offers 
instruction  in  all  grades  through  those  of  the  liigh  school.  Besides  formal 
instruction,  shop  classes  are  organized  each  year  \/nich  provide  practical  train- 
ing in  carpentn/,  automobile  mechanics,  and  ulectrical  engineering. 

Upon  receipt  of  a  recoiuiendation  from  the  superintendent  and  the  board  of 
managers  the  c  >mnitting  court  nay  release  a  delinquent  boy  (9)  at  any  tiric  after 
he  has  completed  earning  the  necessary  credits.  Upon  entry  he  is  charged  vdth 
1,700  units.   If  he  conducts  himself  properly  this  n\m.ber  is  reduced  by  tliree 
units  a  day.   In  case  his  conduct  is  poor  and  results  in  the  failure  to  cam 
one  or  more  credits  a  day,  his  tern  of  detention  is  lengtliened.  i.s  soon  as  his 


1-  Pursuant  to  1909  PL  502;  1911  PL  262  s  2.   2-  1953  PL  1453  s  1.   3-  1909 
PL  302  s  5;  1911  PL  262  s  3,   4-  1909  PL  302  s  4}  1913  PL  263  s  1.   5-  1909  PL 
o02  s  8.  6-  1909  PL  502  s  1  am,  1911  PL  18  s  l.   7-  1909  PL  302  s  1?  1911  PL  262 
s  2.   8-  1911  PL  2.  9-  190S  PL  302  s  4;  1913  PL  263  s  1, 
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r.ccnunt  reaches  one  hundred  he  ip  oli;;ible  for  discharrc,  provided  he  has  not 
run  array  fron  th>.  inr.titution  at  r.i^y  tine. 

Medical  or  Fur7,ic!:'l  "tter.tion  ic  supplied  ir.  nil  cases  -.rlierc  a  physician'; 
services  arc  required.   It  is  his  duty  t^  oxardnc  i-iconing  boys  for  possible 
handicaps  or  diseases.  ..  staff  .lentist  is  in  attcu'^auce  tv;o  lays  of  the  rreek. 

There  are  no  specific  cas<j  records  required  by  statute.   Careful  and  com- 
pletc  records  exist,  hov,'cver,  of  the  history,  the  nodical  and  dental  exanina- 
tions  of  each  boy,  and  his  school  record.  Copies  of  fin-erprint  records  arc 
sent  to  tVie  Federal  Bureau  of  Investir:ation  and  to  tlie  Peirisylvanir  Motor  p->lii 
..11  records  except  fin,'-;erprint  records  arc  Icopt  mtl   fon.is  prepared  by  the  super- 
intendent, cn'\   vdll  be  f-^und  in  his  office. 


528.   (G..5E  Ri^COIfflS),  1912—.   33,800  papers  in  16  f.b.  (..-Z  by  c:^ntai^ed 
letters  of  alphabet). 
Conpletc  case  history  for  each  boy  adjiitted,  including  case,  school,  fingerprint, 
and  conduct  records,  physical  and  dental  exaiiinations,  inforr.iation  for  cottage 
rxnager  arid  principal  of  school,  and  notice  of  parole  or  discharge.   Case  records 
sho\;  serial  no.,  nano,  adilrcss,  c.ro,    date  of  birtli,  physical  description, 
nationality,  religion,  nanes  of  last  attended  sch.r.ol  and  principal,  grade,  cliargc, 
nane  of  arresting  officer,  date  received  at  school  and  fron  ivhon,  'late  of  record; 
nanes  of  parents  and  other  relatives,  vrith  occupation  of  father;  any  other  in- 
fomatinr.  available  '.dtli  nane  of  person  supplying  sarie.   Scliool  records  include 
forn  sent  t-.:  and  returned  oy  principals  of  schools  fonierly  attended,  shordng 
nane  and  address,  grade  an;',  years  of  last  attendance,  last  pronation,  date  of 
birth,  conduct  a.:d  intelligence  rating,  and  signature  of  associate  superintendent 
of  Kis-Lyn;  also  Kis-Lyn  school  record,  shovdng  serial  no.,  none,  date  of  birth, 
grade,  nan^  end  ad.'ress  of  scliool  last  attended,  sviircicry   of  school  v/ork  v.dth 
year,  grade,  subjectr,  :■  .jinthly  a::'  quarterly  cxaidnatic-n  averages,  pronoticn, 
and  si.giiature  of  school  principal.   Con;''.uct  record  shor.'s  serial  no.,  nrne  of 
boy,  'latos  of  adiiission  and  possible  p-.  role,  iionth,  no,  of  dcnerits  received, 
and  date  paroled  or  released.   Physical  exardn.ation  shoirc  seriol  no.,  nane., 
dctc  of  exajiination,  height  and  '.reight,  condition  of  health,  defects  and 
handicaps,  reriar3:s  r:ri:\   signature  nf  physician.  Dental  exnnination  shov/s  serial 
no.,  nane,  dates  of  dental  '.Torlc   and  c^npletion,  general  condition  of  nouth, 
extractions  nadc,  kind  and  no.  of  fillings,  special  vrork  and  treatnents,  renarks 
and  signature  of  dentist.   Infor;.:ation  for  cottage  i.ianagcr  shor.-s  nane,  age, 
religious  activities  cn\   school  grade  boy  i.iust  attend  and  signature  of  superintende 
Infon.iction  for  principal  of  scliool  sho-rs  nan..,  age,  grade  boy  nust  enter,  .'.ate 
of  entrance  and  signature  of  superintendent.  Notice  of  parole  or  discharge  sho%vs 
nanes  of  boy  and  coni.dtting  official,  dates  of  adrdttancc  aaid  discharge,  age  and 
physical  description,  school  grade  and.  record,  renorks  and  signature  af  supcr- 
ir:tendent.   ..11  records  for  each  b.-'y  filed  together  alph.  by  n.:^ne  of  boy.   Ho 
index.   T'/ped,  and  hdv;.  on  ptd.  fri.   12  x  12  x  24, 

For  other  record.s  of  Juvenile  deliiiquency  see  also  entries  193-197. 
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(Next  entry  329,  p«  145) 

JURY  COI'GJSE.IOIH-RS 


The  jury  coruuEGirinurs  vioro   cctablishod  by  statute  in  1867  t-O  porfom 
duties  previously  exercised  by  tlie  r.heriff  and  the  board  of  ciuiity  cci.inipsioners 
in  the  sclecti'ri  of  juries  (l)  (see  Sheriff  end  Bocird  of  Covinty  Conriissioncrs)* 
Tvn   jury  coiaiissionerG  vjere  elected  trieimiolly  until  1909  "o^hcn  the  tenure  ivcs 
increosed  tn  f(;ur  y-crs  by  ::n  cinendiicnt  to  the  constitution  (2).   Jury  coinnis- 
sionors  ore  not  olif^ible  for  reelection  in  the  next  succccdinr;  terr.i.  Ho  person 
is  pemittcd  to  vote  for  nore  than  one  condidcto,  end.   the  tiivo  persons  having 
the  hi  :hect  nunber  .'u  votes  ore  cloctod  (3)«   Juiy  ccnr^iis  si  oners  nro  required 
to  tnke  on  o:  th  of  office,  vriiich  ims.t   be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  protho- 
notory  (4).   Vocf.ncii.s  nre  filled  by  the  pr^jsidon.t  jud[-e  of  the  court  of  cor;j.;on 
nleas  (5)*   Solorius  otl.  fixed  by  statute  (6), 

In  1925,  in  third  clr.rs  comities,  such  cs  Lu2ornc,  a  new  systcn  of  colect- 
in;^  juries  vront   into  effect.  A  boLrd  of  jury  com.'iis  si  oners,  conposod  cither  if 
two  jui-y  cor.a  dssioni:rs  r.iid   one  judj^o  of  the  court  of  com-ion  pleas  or  one  con- 
nissioni-.r  and  t\r'^   judges,  supervised  tlie  selection  of  jurors  (?)•   Under  this 
systcn  thu  judges  ivere  given  the  right  to  select  a  larger  nui.iber  of  nanos  of 
citizens  to  bo  placed  inti  the  arniual  jury  vrheel,  and  the  right  to  veto  a  certain 
nui.iber  of  n:,nes  subriitted.   The  court  of  coi.inon  pleas  'v;:e  authorized  to  appoint 
a  clerk  to  the  jury  board  to  aervc  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court.   The  board  vms 
abolished  in  1937,  '.Then  its  poirers  and  duties  vAjre  traiisferrcd  to  the  jui-y  con" 
lussioners.  Hov/ever,  a  clerk,  ]cnov;:i  as  the  secretary  to  the  judges,  and  appointed 
bv  then,  still  fiuictions  as  an  iuportar.t  officer  in  the  selection  of  jurors  (8)« 

The  jury  corcdssioners  nust  ncet  once  a  year  to  select  jurors  for  a  jury 
list.   Each  coroussi^ncr's  list  is  dclivi^red  to  the  clerk,  v/ho  conbines  the  tvro 
into  one  conplete  liot.   This  nust  be  returned  to  each  jury  coimissioner  on  or 
before  October  15th.   In  Kovenber  the  jury  comiss loners  are  required  to  select 
the  official  jury  list,  the  nones  of  which  r.utt  then  be  arranged  alphabetically, 
nm-Abered  by  the  cl^rl:,  anA  signed  by  hin  and  the  jurj'  coioi.iissionerc.  L   copy 
nurt  bo  sent  to  tlnj  protlionotary,  vrhich  copy  is  open  for  inspection  only  by  the 
order  of  the  court;  ami  another  copy  nust  be  sent  to  the  president  judge  of  the 
c  nirt  of  corii.ion  picas  (9). 

The  clerk  nust  the<n  prepare  typuvrritten  slips  showing  the  nanos,  occupo* 
tions,  and  oddrerscr  of  persons  on  the  jurj'  list,  and  place  then  in  the  jury 
v/heel  in  tlie  presence  of  the  jurj''  cor.miss loners  at  a  tir.io  designated  by  the 
president  judge  of  the  c  .lurt  of  cannon  pleas.  Tlie  -.vheol  nust  then  bo  locked 
ty  the  sheriff  c:\'l   the  jurjr  cons  lis  si  oners.   The  court  r^ay  prescribe  the  fona 


1-  1867  PL  62  s  1.   2-  Const.,  ..rt.  XIV  s  2  an.  1909.   3-  lOd?  PE  fi2  s  1;.1029 
PL  1278  s  293;  1931  PL  401  s  1.   4-  1929  PL  1278  s  53.   5-  1867  PL  62  s  7;  1929 
PL  1278  s  294.   6-  1867  PL  13  s  15;  1881  PL  21  s  1;  1887  PL  301  s  1;  1901  PL 
641  si.   7-  1925  PL  244  s  1  rep.  1937  PL  2782  s  6.   8-  1925  PL  244  s  3  an. 
1937  PL  2782  s  3.   9-  1874  PL  46  s  3  -r..  1925  PL  244  s  3  an.  1937  PL  2782 
s  3. 
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of  jury  ivlicul,    r.ntl  dctendnc  vmo   sJir'H   hnvc   the    caro   .  :if!   custody   of  the  v/hccl 
end   its   keys    (10). 

At   lor.st   thirty   dcys  before   each  tern  of  court,    naMe-slips   cro   vdthdravjn 
cqucl   to   the  iiunbcr   of  Jurors  r/hicli  the   jury  con  dcrioiwrs   hrvc  been  directed  to 
inpancl  end   svtruion  for  eocr:  v.'o^l:  of  the  t'^ri.\  of   c.mrt,    end  ti.7cnty-f our  ncnc-slips 
of  jurors  to  be   sumoned  for  the   :;rar.d  jury.     A   list   of  persons   so   dravvn  nust 
be   posted  in  the   offices    of  the   prothonotary  c;nd   the   clerk  of   courts   ot   least 
ti/enty-fivc  days  before  the   first   session  of  the   court   or  grr.nd  jury  (11)   (sec 
Grand  Jur;;) . 

After  the  nanc-slips  arc  rdthdrcvrn  and  cor.ipared  by  the   clerk  vatli  the 
corresponding;  none   on  the   officic.l  jury  list,   end  fouaid  to  bo   correct,   the  clerk 
nust  copy  the  nr.ne  end  tine   of  service   in  a   "jury  b'-ok".     -^  nev  list  is   conpilcd 
every  year.      The   naiic-slips   r.re   held   for   safe-keeping   for   a   yucr   as   tlie    court 
nay  direct,    and   arc  then  destroyed  unless   the    court   orl^rs    other-.'dse    (12).      The 
list    of  jurors   fron  1875  to   1903  are   kept   in  the   prothonotary' s    office,    and   fron 
1904   tc   the  present,    in  tin,    office    of  the   secretary  to    the  judges. 

The   records   of  the   Luzerne   County  jury  co]  siirsioners  arc  kept   in  the 
office   of  the   secretary  to   tlic   judges   on  the   third  floor   of  the    courthouse. 


(See   also   entr-y  78) 

320.   JURY  LIST,  1937—.   2,500  cards  in  1  f.b.   Record  destroyed  at 
end  of  each  year. 
Nanes  subnittcd  by  jurj'  coimiissioners  for  selection  of  jurynen,  shovdng  nancj 
aridrcss,  and  occupation  of  jurors,  ai^.d  initials  of  jury  coi'j.ds signer,  /.rr. 
alph.  by  uane  of  proposed  juryr.ian.   Nc  index,   -i  x  5  x  16. 

330.  JURY   BOOK,  CERTIFIED,  1931--.   7  vols. 
Li^'t  of  nrjo.es  of  persons  subrdtted  by  the  jury  en  a:dss  loners  for  service  on 
juries,  .'^hovdng  date,  nane,  ad^'ress,  and  -occupation.  ..rr.  aly'h.  by  nar.e  of 
proposed  jurjTian.  No  index.   Typed.  .i.ver.  80  pp.  13^  x  8  x  g-. 


10-  1925  PL  244  s  4  an.  1937  PL  2782  s  2.   11-  1925  PL  244  s  5;  1929  PL  495 
1  an.  1937  PL  2782  s  3.   12-  1925  PL  244  s  6  an.  1937  PL  2782  s  4. 


(Next  entry  531,  p.  148) 


XVIII.   THE  BO.J^D  FOR  THL  iiSSES^Jlfi^NT  ..ND  REVISION  OF  TiJIES 


County  supervision  ovi^r  tho  r-.sr.cssriunt  of  property  has  been  elaborately 
provided  for  by  legislrtion  for  over  t\ro   hundred  and  fifty  years.  Fron  1682  to 
1696  tho  county  court  of  sessions  (sec  Govomiicntal  Or;janization  and  Rocords 
Systcn)  ostinoted  the  general  county  expenses  and  node  an  assossnent.   In  1696 
a  ne\ir  systen  vros  inaugurated,  which  shifted  the  assessrient  function  to  a  body 
of  six  elected  coimty  assessors,  vriio  acted  in  conjunction  vdth  the  court.  Local 
constables  r.iade  up  a  list  of  taxr.blus  in  tlicir  district,  together  v/ith  a 
valuation  of  propc-rty  subject  to  taxation,  end  heard  all  appeals.   In  1724  the 
fiscal  r.iachin^ry  of  tho  county  Tras  further  developed.  Three  coinnissioners  iverc 
provided  for,  vriio  with  the  six  assessors  vvero  required  to  perfon?.  fuiictions 
hitherto  discharged  by  the  court.   Tho  county  coiii^is  si  oners  issued  precepts  to 
the  constables  to  i.iakc  assessnents,  and  viferc  constituted  a  tribunal  for  hearing 
appeals,  i'ai  advance  toivard  tho  present  systcn  %vas  nade  in  1779  v/hen  the 
assossnent  board,  consisting  of  the  three  county  connissioners  and  the  six 
assessors,  v/erc  required  to  appoint  two  assistant  assessors  for  each  toivnship 
to  discharge  duties  hitherto  exorcised  by  the  constables  in  nrking  up  the  list 
of  taxcblcs  and  property.  At  the  sane  tii.io  it  \'iv.s   enacted  that  a  county  assessor 
vrith  two  assistants  should  nakc  up  the  assessi.ionts  for  each  district  (l).   In 
1780  the  six  county  assessors  were  cliiiinated  fron  county  governnent,  and  the 
county  commissioners  nade  tho  solo  supervisors  of  the  assossnent  function  (2). 
Thoy  nov/  appointed  all  tovjnship  and  borough  assessors. 

Until  the  ostablishnent  of  the  board  for  the  assossnent  and  revision  of 
taxes  in  Luzerne  Coimty  in  1912,  the  board  of  county  connissioners  roioained  the 
chief  assossnent  agency  of  tho  county,  Evor7/  third  year  tho  conj-oissioners  -ivere 
required  to  issue  a  notice  to  local  assessors  requiring  then  to  return  property 
and  occupational  valuations  (3).  The  local  assessors  were  also  required  to  nr.kc 
a  specific  return  to  the-  coxinty  connissioners  of  the  ncnos  of  those  subject  to 
nilitary  dut;/»   It  vras  the  duty  of  the  couiitjr  connissioners  to  record  this  roll 
in  Q  book  (4);  conpile  a  county  census;  ncAzu   separate  lists  of  tho  deaf,  dunb  (5), 
and  blind  (6),  copies  of  which  the  county  conniasioners  nust  file  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  tho  court  of  quarter  sessionr,  (7),  and  sond  to  tho  governor  (8). 

In  1910,  Luzerne  County  having  reached  a  population  of  over  300,000,  cane 
under  the  provisions  of  an  act  whicli  provided  for  a  board  of  throe  general 
assessors  instead  of  elected  assessors  in  the  boroughs  and  tovmships.   In  Luzorno 
County  the  new  assossnent  function  -.^es  put  into  effect  in  1912.  The  nenbcrs  of 
the  board  wore  appointed  by  the  court  of  coixion  pleas.  The  board  wr»s  authorized 
to  appoint  as  nnny  assistants  as  ivere  needed.   The  salary  of  the  nonbers  of  the 
board  wns  set  by  statute,  vjhilo  the  assistants  were  paid  at  a  per  dion  rate  (9). 


1-  E.R.L.  Gould,  Local  Governnent  in  Pennsylvania,  Baltinore,  1883,  I,  27, 
28.   2-  1780,  VIII  St.  at  L.  23  s  6,   3-  1799,  4  Dall  508  s  7,  8;  1834  PL  507 
s  2,  4.   4-  1858  PL  421;  1087  PL  23  s  111;  189D  PL  266  s  3  rep.  1921  PL  54  No.  27 
si.   5-  1821,  7  Sn  L  341  s  1.   6-  1856  PL  328  s  2,  7-  1821,  7  Sn  L  341  s  3. 
8-  1821,  7  Sn  L  341  s  2,  9-  1905  PL  47  rep.  1931  PL  1379  s  22. 
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In  1931  the  composition  of  the  board  -was  changed.  Now  the  board  is  composed 
of  throe  citizens  appointed  by  the  county  contmissioners  instead  of  the  coxirt. 
The  members  serve  for  foior-year  terns*  and  their  salaries  are  fixed  by  the  salary- 
board  of  the  county  (10)»  The  board  appoints  subordinate  assessors  in  the  assess- 
ment districts  into  vriiich  the  county  is  divided.   It  rnay  also  appoint  an  engineer, 
clerks  (11),  and  a  solicitor  (12). 

The  present  board  supervises  the  assessment  of  persons,  property,  and  occu- 
pations for  county,  local,  rjid  poor  tax  purposes  except  in  third  class  cities  (I3)i 
It  prescribes  rules  and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  subordinate  assessors, 
determines  when  precepts  shall  be  issued,  and  when  returns  shall  bo  made  in  tri- 
ennial and  intertrienninl  years  (14).  The  field  assessors  must  make  up  the 
triennial  assessment  list,  and  between  the  triennial  assessments  may  revise  any 
list  according  to  right  and  equity.  They  are  required  to  add  to  this  list  the 
names  of  persons  who  have  moved  into  their  district  and  remove  the  names  of 
those  \7ho  have  moved  ayra.y  (15).  They  must  also  prepare  a  list  of  all  persons  sub- 
ject to  a  school  tax  (16), 

The  board  examines  and  revises  triennial  assessments.  After  a  revision  is 
made  the  board  is  required  to  fix  a  time  for  hearing  appeals  on  valuations  (17); 
to  give  notice  of  the  tine  and  plac*  of  appeal  by  advertising  in  one  or  more 
newspapers  printed  in  the  county  at  least  throe  weeks  before  the  time  of  appeal; 
to  give  printed  notice  to  the  owner  of  property  of  the  time  and  place  of  appeal 
five  days  before  the  hearing  (18)»  After  the  final  hearing  dissatisfied  tax- 
ables  may  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  (19), 

In  Luzerne  County  a  personal  property  tax  office  is  an  adjunct  of  the 
board  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes  as  well  as  the  treasurer's  office 
(see  Treasurer),  This  office,  established  in  1913,  aids  in  the  assessment  of 
the  four  mill  personal  property  tax  (20),  This  tax  levied  on  mortgages,  judg- 
ments, stocks,  and  bonds  was  for  many  years  a  state  tax,  but  in  1915  it  became 
a  coimty  tax  as  well  (21).  The  prothonotary  is  required  to  file  here  a  monthly 
statement  of  all  instruments  seciiring  debt  filed  in  his  office  (22),  and  the 
recorder  of  deeds,  copies  of  mortgages  filed  in  his  office  (23). 

Records  listed  under  the  board  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes 
antedate  the  establishment  of  the  office.  Assessment  records  prior  to  1910  be- 
longed to  tho  board  of  coimty  coriiAissioners,  v/hich  had  supervision  over  the 
assessment  function. 


10-  1931  PL  1379  s  1.   11-  Ibid.,  s  4.   12-  Ibid.,  s  2.   13-  Ibid.,  s  3, 
14-  Ibid.,  s  6.   15-  Ibid.,  s  To;;   l6-  Ibid.,  sTl      17-  Ibid,,  sTI   TS-  1931 
PL  1379  s  8;  1935  PL  27  s  1.   19-  1931  PL  1379  s  7.   20-  1913  PL  507  s  1, 
21-  Ibid.,  s  1,   22-  Ibid.,  s  8.   23-  Ibid.,  s  7. 
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Assessncnts 

331.  ORIGBL\L  T;oC  ..SSESSJIEIITS,  1775—.  9,753  vols.,  1,050  shoots  in  31 
folders,  (labeled  by  nane  of  civil  division  r.nd  date).   170  vols, 
ni  s  s  ing . 

List  of  ossossnents  on  land,  persons,  and  property,  shoiving  nanos  riHd  occupations 
of  all  taxpayers,  location,  description,  and  valuation  of  all  real  and  personal 
property,  ar.iounts  of  county,  poor,  and  siiHring  fund  taxes,  and  total  tax.  i.lso 
contains:  .^.sscssncnts  of  Coal  Conpanies,  1775-1931,  entry  332.  Arr.  alph.  by 
nane  of  taxpayer.  No  index.  Hdv;.,  1775-1858;  hd\T,  on  ptd.  fti.,  1859 — .  Vols. 
aver,  200  pp.  8  x  6|- x  l^.   1775-1869,  31  folders,  1796-1934,  9,387  vols.,  coiins. 
bsnt.  vlt.;  1934'-,  366  vols.,  off. 

332.  ASf.ESSJffiNTS  OF  CCk.L  COMPiJJILS,  1932--.  223  vols,  (labeled  by  nane 
of  civil  division  and  date).  1775-1931  in  Original  Tax  n.ssessnont, 
entry  331. 

Record  of  annual  assessncnt  of  all  coal  conpany  property,  shov/ing  none  of  ovmcr 
or  reputed  ovmcr,  description  and  location  of  property,  assessed  value,  i.rr. 
alph.  by  nane  of  nunicipolity.  No  index.  Hdv/.  on  ptd.  fn.  Aver.  100  pp. 
10  X  18  X  ^.   1932-34,  130  vols.,  coiins.  bsnt.  vlt.;  1935'--,  93  vols.,  off. 

333.  ASSESSMCIW  MEJiKli'.NDA,  1873-74.   1  vol. 

Monoranda  in  connection  vidth  assossnents,  showing  nane  of  lAunicipality,  v^hether 
copy  of  assessncnt  -vras  nade  and  delivered  to  school  directors,  nar.ie  of  tax 
collector,  date  and  anount  of  bond,  nur:ber  of  taxpayers  in  Wilkos-Barre  and 
Ecranton  in  1871,  and  dates  set  aside  for  each  nunicipolity  for  appeal  fron 
assessncnt.  Arr.  alph.  by  nane  of  nunicipality,  and  chron.  by  date  of  ncnorandun. 
No  index.   Hdw.   50  pp.  sh  x   7-^  x  3/8.   Co;ms.  bsnt,  vlt. 

334.  COUNTY  R.\TES  AND  U^VIAS,  1011-12,  1814-22,  1826-28,  1832-50. 
10  vols. 

Record  of  county  tqx  levies,  shovfing  nane  of  nunicipality,  tax  year,  nane  of 
-ivnrrantee,  nunbcr  of  acres,  valuation,  and  anount  of  state  and  county  taxes. 
ji.rr,  alph.  by  none  of  nunicipality  and  by  nane  of  vre^rrantec.  No  index.   Hdw. 
Aver.  300  pp.  8  X  12  X  3,   Corais.  bsn.t.  vlt. 

335.  STANDARD  FOR  TRKm-JIAL  .;SEE::r>L/2:NT,  1805,  1811,  1813-14,  1817, 
1819-20,  1826,  1067-68.   11  vols. 

Minutes  of  neetings  of  county  coi.n.iissioners  in  re  triemiial  tax  assessncnt, 
shovdng  nanes  of  cor.a.dssioners  present,  date  of  r.ccting,  rate  of  assessncnt, 
nanos  of  assessors,  and  classification  of  property  subject  to  taxation.  ,',rr. 
chron.  by  date  of  neoting.   No  index.   Hdw.   Condition  fair.   Aver.  25  pp. 
6x8x4-.   Conns,  bsnt,  vlt. 

336.  LIST  OF  ^/ILD  LiJIDS  RETURNED  BY  DEPUTY  SURVEYOR,  1797.   1  vol. 
Report  on  unseated  lands  in  Luzerne  County,  shovdng  nanes  of  original  vinrrantco 
and  present  o\mer,  description  and  location  of  land,  assessed  valuation,  and 
anount  of  taxes  levied.  Arr.  alph.  by  nane  of  v/arrantue»  No  index.  Hdw. 

15  pp»  15  X  3  X  "I-.  Conr;s.  bsnt.  vlt. 
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337.  UNSEATED  LiHDS,   Yu'JirJ^JJTEE  M/JffiS  AlTD  BOUITOARIES,    1835.      2  vols. 
List  of  imseatcd  lands,    shov/ing  description  and  location  of  land,   and  names   of 
warrantees.     Arr.   alph.  by  nane   of  T.     No  index.     Ild^T.     Aver.   250  pp.   13  x  8  x  2. 
Coians.  bsnt.   vlt. 

Taxation 
(Sec  also  entries  2-8,  351-353,  373-377) 

338.  EEC(M)  OF  MQRTG.'.GES,  BONDS,  JUDGiffil'ITS ,  i.ND  OTHER  EVIDENCES  OF  DEBT, 
SUBJECT  TO  T;jC.VnON,  1913—.   1,575  vols. 

Record  of  personal  property  subject  to  taxation,  showing  nane  and  address  of  tax- 
payer, character  of  iiastrxmont,  and  anount  of  tax.  Arr.  alph.  by  none  of  taxpayer. 
No  index.  Hd^v.  on  ptd,  fn.  Aver.  100  pp.  9^  x  13^  x  ^.  Personal  tax  off* 

339.  RECORD  OF  MORTG-.,.GES  SUBJECT  TO  T/JCVTION,  1883-89,  1898— >   17  vols, 
(A-Z  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet).  Title  varies:  Mortgages 
Subject  to  Taxation,  1883-89,  1  vol. 

Record  fron  the  recorder  of  deeds,  of  nortgages  subject  to  taxation,  shovri.ng 
nones  and  addresses  of  Mortgagor  and  nortgagee,  none  and  address  of  assignee, 
description  and  location  of  property,  anoimt  and  date  of  nortgage,  date  satisfied, 
and  vol.  and  p.  of  Mortgage  Book.  ij:r.  alph.  by  nano  of  nunicipality,  entries 
nade  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnaiie  of  mortgagee.  No  index.  Hd\7,  on  ptd.  fn. 
Aver.  540  pp.  21  x  15  x  2^.  1883-89,  1  vol.,  janitor's  bsnt.  stm.J  1898-1927, 
4  vols.,  proth.  bsnt.  vlt.;  1928—,  12  vols.,  personal  tax  off. 

340.  RECORD  OF  JUDGMENTS  SUBJECT  TO  TAX/1TI0N„  1893-1931.  7  vols. 
(A-Y  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 

Record  of  judgnents  subject  to  taxation,  showing  nones  of  parties,  anotint  and 
type  of  judgment,  court  tern  and  case  no.,  date  satisfied,  address  of  plaintiff, 
and  character  of  instrunent  securing  debt.  Arr,  alph.  by  nane  of  municipality 
in  which  judgment  creditor  resides.  No  index.  Hdw»  on  ptd.  fa.  Aver.  300  pp» 

20  X  15  X  3.  Proth,  bsnt.  vlt, 

341.  (RCk'J)  Ti'JCES  ON  UNSE;.TED  LINDS),  1830,  1843-46.   1  vol. 

Record  of  road  taxes  due  1830,  showing  name  of  owner,  nunber  of  acres,  nunici- 
pality, valuation,  and  anount  of  tax.  Also  contains:  (Record  of  Coiinty  Orders), 
1843-46,  entry  34.  S^r,   alph.  by  names  of  niinicipality  and  warrantee.  No  index. 
Hdw.  250  pp.  13  X  8  X  2,  Conns,  bsat.  vlt. 

342.  CENSUS  OF  1814,  1814.  8  vols. 

Census  for  purposes  of  taxation,  compiled  by  tovmship  assessors,  of  all  persons 

21  years  of  age  and  over,  shovdng  none,  address,  age,  sex,  and  occupation,  nones 
of  nunicipality  and  tax  assessor.  Also  a  list  of  all  negro  and  mulatto  slaves 
with  nanes  of  owners  and  nunber  of  slaves  held,  i'lrr.  alph.  by  none  of  nunici- 
pality. No  index.  Edw,  Aver,  25  pp,  6  x  8  x  -I".  Coni.is.  bsnt.  vlt, 

343.  NON-RESIDENTS  (Towanda,  Canton,  Abington,.  and  Providence),  1815. 
1  vol. 

List  of  non-resident  propoi*ty  owners  in  the  twentieth  collection  district,  show^ 
ing  nane  and  address  of  property  owner,  assessed  valuation,  location  and  descrip-- 
tion  of  property,  anount  of  tax,  and  date  paid,  Arr.  alph.  by  nane  of  propei^ 
owner.  No  index.  Hdw.  50  pp,  8  x  15  x  g.  Conns,  bsnt,  vlt. 
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344.  LIST  OF  Li'jroS  BY  ASSESSMENT  DISTRICTS  (Susquehanna  and  Bradford 
Counties),  1075,  1  vol. 

List  of  property  in  townships  of  Lawsville,  Harraony,  LVillingborough,  and  New 
Milford  now  in  Susquehanna  and  Bradford  Counties,  fon^erly  in  Luzerne  Coxaity, 
showing  township  and  district,  none  of  taxpayer,  location  and  description  of 
real  and  personal  property,  and  assessed  valuation.  Arr.  alph.  by  nane  of  T. 
and  assessnent  dist.  No  index.  Hdw.  Condition  fair.  40:  pp.  15  x  18  x  -g-. 
Conns .  bsnt.  vlt» 

345.  APPEAL  BOOKS  (Ruling  on  Tax  Appeals),  1799,  1801-2,  1804-9,  1811-24, 
1326,  24  vols. 

Minutes  of  ncetings  of  county  connissioners  with  their  rulings  on  township 
appeals  for  tax  corrections,  showing  date  of  neeting,  nancs  of  connissioners 
present,  tax  collector,  and  assessor,  reason  for  appeal,  and  final  ruling,  Jjrr, 
chron.  by  date  of  neeting.  No  index.  Hdw.  Aver,  25  pp,  8  x  6  x  -I".  Conns, 
bsnt.  vlt, 

346.  DUPLICATE  ABATElffiNTS,  1917--.  82  vols,  and  4  bdl. 

Duplicates  of  tax  abatenents,  showing  no,,  nancs  and  addresses  of  property  owner 
and  tax  collector,  anount  and  year  of  abatenent,  date  certified,  and  signature 
of  clerk,  Arr*  nun.  by  abatenent  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd,  fn*  Vols,  aver, 
100  pp,  6  X  10  X  1;  bdl,  6  x  10  x  3.  Conns,  bsnt,  vlt, 

347.  EXONERATIONS,  1879,  1382,  1084-96,  1898-1922,  1925-29.  77  f.b. 
(dated). 

Tax  exonerations,  showing  date,  nanes  of  taxpayer  and  collector,  type  and  onoimt 
of  exoneration,^  reason,  year  of  tax,  and  none  of  official  allovdng  exoneration, 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  oxonerntion.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fn.  10  x  5  x  13. 
Conr>is.  bsnt.  vlt, 

348.  Ti^JC  EXONER/.TION  BOOK,  1796^1806,  1922-23.   2  vols. 

List  of  taxpayers  reconraended  for  tax  exoneration,  showing  narae  of  owner,  location 
and  description  of  property,  type  of  tax,  and  reasons  for  exoneration,  1796-1806, 
arr.  alph.  by  none  of  locality;  1922-23,  arr.  chron,  by  date  of  entry.  No  index, 
Hdw,  Aver,  250  pp*  6x8x2,  Eng.  bsnt,  vlt, 

349.  TAX  EXONERATIONS  (Townships  of  Luzerne  County),  1796-1806,  1  vol. 
Record  of  tax  exonerations,  showing  description  and  location  of  property,  and 
nones  of  persons  exonerated.  Arr.  alph.  by  Tps.  No  index*  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fh. 
Condition  fair.  50  pp,  15  x  0  x  "I",  Conns,  bsnt,  vlt, 

350.  EXONER/.TIONS  ON  PERSON/O.  T.'JCES,  CITY  OF  ^VILKES-BARRE,  1926-27, 
340  sheets  in  1  bdl. 

Exonerations  on  personal  taxes  and  double  assessnents,  showing  taxpayer's  no, 
and  none,  ward  no.,  reason  for  exoneration,  and  anount.  Arr.  nun.  by  wards, 
taxpayers  listed  alph*  in  each  ward.  No  index.  Typed  on  ptd,  fn,  18  x  11  x  2, 
Cont,  bsnt,  vlt. 
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XrX.   TREASURER 

The  office  of  covmty  treasurer  has  been  one  of  the  most  important  fiscal 
offices  of  the  county  since  1700  when  it  -was  established.  From  this  date  until 
1724  the  six  elected  co'onty  assessors  appointed  the  treasurer  (1);  from  1724  to 
1780  he  was  designated  by 'the  county  ccmraissioners  and  the  assessors  together  (2); 
from  1780  until  1841  by  the  co'mty  comrJ-cnic-'ers  alone  (3).   In  1841  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  provided  f'cr   xho  bico^a.-c.i  election  of  a  county  treasurer 
in  all  counties  (4).  He  ".c  sj  mar  a  a  oonvtitutio::.al  cfi'icer  by  the  Constitution 
of  1874  (5),  and  his  teiiurs  vras  extended  to  four  years  by  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  in  1909  (6),  The  treasurer  may  net  succeed  himself  (7)  and  may  be 
removed  from  office  for  inefficiency  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  upon 
petition  by  the  county  coiiiri"  ssionor?  (8),  Vacancies  are  filled  by  the  gover- 
nor (9).   The  county  treasurer  i  Dceives  a  salary  from  the  county  as  determined 
by  statute,  and  in  addition  receives  fees  up  to  $1,000  for  the  collection  of 
taxes  due  the  state.  Fees  collected  in  excess  of  this  amount  are  deposited  in 
the  county  treasury. 

The  treasurer  is  required  to  take  an  oath  of  office,  vrtiich  must  be  filed 
with  the  prothonotary  (lO)->  He  is  further  required  to  give  bond  in  an  amount 
fixed  by  the  county  cororai.'?  si  oners  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  and 
for  all  money  coming  into  his  hands  on  behalf  of  the  covmty  (11).  This  bond 
must  be  filed  in  the  controller • s  office  (12).   In  addition,  the  treasurer  must 
give  bond  with  securities  approved  by  at  least  two  judges  of  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  behalf  of  the  Conmonwealth, 
and  for  the  payment  of  moneys  received  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth, 
which  must  be  recorded  by  the  recorder  of  deeds.  The  original  bond  must  be 
sent  to  the  State  Auditor  General  (13)« 

As  cashier  of  county  funds,  the  treasurer  is  required  to  receive  all  moneys 
accruing  to  the  county,  and  to  pay  the  same  on  warrants  drawn  by  the  contais- 
sioners  (14),  and  countersigned  by  the  controller  (15).  He  must  give  in  return 
duplicates  of  receipts  for  all  payments  nade  into  the  treasiiry  (16).  As 
bookkeeper,  he  is  required  to  keep  books  containing  disbursements  and  payments 
of  county  moneys  (17);  furnish  the  county  commissioners  with  statements  of 
county  moneys  received  and  disbiu-scd,  together  with  the  names  of  tax  collectors 
in  v;hosc  hands  any  arrearages  of  taxes  may  remain,  and  the  amount  due  (18);  keep 


1-  1700,  XI  St,  at  L.  34.   2-  E.R.L.  Gould,  Local  Government  in  Pennsylvania, 
Baltimore,  1883,  I,  28.  3-  1780,  X  St.  at  L.  238  s  6.  4-  1841  PL  400  si. 
5-  Const.,  Art.  XIV  s  1,  6-  Const.,  Art,  XIV  s  2  am.  1909.   7-  Const.,  Art. 
XIV  s  1."  8-  1841  PL  400  s  6;  1929  PL  1278  s  144.  9-  1905  PL  176  s  1;  1929  PL 
1278  s  146.  By  1841  PL  400  s  5  the  board  of  county  commissioners  filled  vacan*- 
cies  in  the  treasurer's  office.   10-  1929  PL  1278  s  53.   11-  1929  PL  1278  s  143; 
1933  PL  950  No.  185  s  1.   12-  1929  PL  1278  s  54;  1933  PL  946  No.  182  s  1.   13- 
1929  PL  1278  s  145.   14-  1799,  4  Dall  508,  3  Sm  L  393;  1834  PL  537  s  37;  1929 
PL  1278  s  362.  15-  1895  PL  403  s  13;  1929  PL  1278  s  352.  16-  1895  PL  403  s  8; 
1929  PL  1278  s  347.   17-  1700,  XI  St.  at  L.  34.   18-  1799,  4  Dall  508,  3  Sm  L 
393;  1834  PL  537  s  37;  1929  PL  1278  s  362. 


-  152  - 
Treasurer  (Next  entry  351,  p.  153) 

a  tax  collectors'  address  book  (19);  keep  separate  records  of  delinquent  road, 
school,  and  municipal  taxes  received  by  him,  and  at  the  end  of  each  month  dis- 
tribute to  the  various  treasurers  of  each  district  the  amotmts  due  (20);  make 
daily  reports  to  the  controller  of  all  county  money  received  by  him  for  the 
county  and  the  names  of  persons  from  v.-hom  and  on  what  account  they  were  paid  (21); 
record  payments  of  delinquent  taxes  on  seated  and  unseated  lands  (22). 

As  early  as  1809  the  powers  of  the  sheriff  in  rospoct  to  the  sale  of  lands 
for  delinquent  taxes  were  transferred  to  the  treasurer  (23).  He  must  kcop 
records  of  the  details  of  these  sales  and  submit  a  report  to  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  all  collections  of  delinquent  taxes  or  the  sale  of  such  property  (24). 
When  the  coxmty  commissioners  purchase  the  land  the  treasurer  must  deliver  a 
deed  and  record  the  same  (25). 

The  personal  property  tax  office,  established  in  1913,  is  a  separate  col- 
lection agency  of  the  treasurer's  office  for  the  collection  of  the  four  mill 
county  personal  property  tax  (26). 

The  treasurer  serves  as  a  collection  agent  for  the  Commonwealth.  As  cashier 
he  receives  license  tcxos  for  state  purposes,  and  must  make  monthly  payments  to 
the  State  Treasurer  of  money  received  (27);  transfers  to  the  mercantile  appraiser 
the  latter's  fee  for  making  appraisements  on  mercantile  establishments  (see 
Mercantile  Appraiser).  As  bookkeeper  the  treasurer  must  make  a  monthly  return 
to  the  State  Auditor  General  (27);  keep  books  shomng  all  fees  collected  by  him, 
or  paid  over  to  him  by  the  local  justice  of  the  peace  (28),  and  keep  separate 
accoimts  of  state  funds  received  from  the  following  sources:  mercantile  licenses 
for  retail  and  wholesale  establishments  (29),  restaurants  (30),  pool  rooms  (31), 
theatres  (32),  night  clubs  (33)  (sec  District  Attorney),  auctioneers  (34),  and 
brokers  (35)»  resident. ( 36)  and  non-resident  hunting  (37)  licenses;  resident  (38) 
and  non-resident  (39)  fishing  licenses;  dog  and  kennel  licenses  (40);  and  for 
collateral  inheritance  taxes  where  the  register  of  wills  has  failed  to  givo  his 
bond  (41), 

Prior  to  1937  the  coxmty  treasurer  was  authorized  to  issue  malt  beverage 
retail  dispenser  licenses  (42),  but  under  the  Beverage  License  Law  (43)  as 
amended  and  approved  in  1937  this  function  was  transferred  to  the  State  Liquor 
Board. 


19-  1915  PL  11  s  1,  2.  20-  1811,  5  Sm  L  251  s  1;  1854  PL  617  s  34;  1885  PL 
187  s  13.  21-  1895  PL  403  s  8;  1929  PL  1278  s  347,  22-  1931  PL  280  s  3,   23- 
1809  PL  192  s  a,   24-  1931  PL  280  s  9;  1935  PL  661  s  7.   25-  1840  PL  349  s  7 
(seated  lands);  1850  PL  569  s  33  (unseated  lands).   26-  1913  PL  507  s  1.   27-  1893 
PL  125  s  1.  28-  1834  PL  537  s  38.   29-  1899  PL  184  s  5.   30-  1849  PL  570  s  20, 
31-  1907  PL  244  s  3.  32-  1913  PL  229  s  6.  33-  1927  PL  968  s  4,  6,   34-  1873  PL 
332  s  1;  1921  PL  406  s  1,   35-  1907  PL  175  s  6,   36-  1913  PL  85  s  7;  1923  PL  359 
s  308;  1929  PL  444  s  6;  1935  PL  151  s  1.   37-  1917  PL  151  s  2;  1923  PL  359  s  308; 
1929  PL  444  s  6;  1935  PL  151  s  1.   38-  1925  PL  448  s  223;  1929  PL  451  s  4,   39- 
1919  PL  778  s  6;  1925  PL  448  s  223;  1929  PL  451  s  4.   40-  1917  PL  818  s  4. 
41-  1919  PL  521  s  22.   42-^  1933  PL  252  s  6;  1933  Sp.  Sess.  Pi  75  No.  14  s  1;  1935 
PL  1217  si.  43-  1937  PL  1827. 
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The  treasurer  receives  a  mercantile  list  fron  the  State  Department  of 
Revenue  which  he  files  in  his  office*  He  also  sits  vdth  the  mercantile  appraiser 
in  appeal  cases  involving  appraisements  of  mercantile  establishments. 

The  treasurer,  with  the  county  commissioners  and  controller,  must  serve  in 
the  sinking  fund  commission  (44)  (see  Sinking  Fund  Commission).   In  1938  the 
covmty  treasurer  ivill  become  the  treasurer  of  the  county  institution  district  by 
virtue  of  the  law  creating  this  district.  He  v/ill  be  required  to  serve  in  this 
capacity  without  extra  compensation  (45). 

The  treasurer's  accounts  may  be  inspected  and  audited  from  time  to  time  by 
the  county  controller  (46). 


Collection  of  Taxes 
(See  also  entries  2-8,  338-350,  373-377) 

351.  CERTIFIED  LIST  TO  TREASURER,  1825-25,  1829-31.   2  vols.  Discontinued. 
Report  to  the  treasurer  from  the  commissioners  of  taxes  due  on  unseated  lands, 
showing  name  of  taxpayer,  assessed  valuation  of  land,  amoimt  of  taxes  due  for 
each  year.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  Aver.  150  pp. 

13  X  8-|-  X  1^.  Comms.  bsrat.  vlt. 

352.  TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS,  1930-34,  1936—.   11  vols.   Title  varies: 
Sundry  Treasurer's  Receipts,  1930-32,  3  vols. 

Duplicates  of  receipts  for  payment  of  taxes,  showing  receipt  no.,  names  and 
addresses  of  owner  and  tax  collector,  date,  and  amount  received.  Arr.  mxa.m   by 
receipt  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  500  pp.  10  x  6^  x  4.   1931-32, 
3  vols.,  cont.  bsmt.  vlt,;  1930,  1933-34,  1936—,  8  vols.,  off. 

353.  TAX  COLLECTOR'S  LEDGER,  1885—.   16  vols. 

Record  of  collection  of  taxes  by  the  tax  collectors  of  each  municipality,  showing 
name  of  municipality,  names  and  addresses  of  collector  and  taxpayer,  amount  of 
state,  county,  road,  bridge,  sinking  fiand,  and  other  taxes  collected,  and  date 
of  receipt.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipality.   Indexed  alph.  by  political  sub- 
division. Hdw,  Aver.  300  pp.  18  x  12  x  3,   1885-1933,  15  vols.,  treas.  bsmt. 
vlt.;  1934—,  1  vol.,  off. 

Accounts 

354.  TREASURER'S  CASH  BOOK,  1844-49,  1859-62,  1879-87,  1889-93,  1901-6, 
1908—.  47  vols. 

Daily  record  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  showing  date  of  receipt,  source,  and 
amount,  date  and  item  of  expenditure,  payee,  and  amount.  .  1885-92  supplemented  by 
entry  355.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw,  Aver.  400  pp. 
18  X  12  X  3.   1844-93,  1906,  1908-36,  41  vols.,  treas.  bsmt,  vlt.;  1901-5,  5  vols. 


44-  1911  PL  895  s  1;  1929  PL  1278  s  395.  45-  1937  PL  2017.   46-  1909  PL  434 
13. 
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corxis.  bsiit.   vlt.;    1037—,    1  vol.,    off. 

355.  jLDDITIOlIi.L  Till J>.SmiIIl •  S  CISll   BOOK,  1CS05-02.   4  vols.  Discontinued. 
Titlo  vorios:  Treasurer's  Cash  Book,  1005-GO,  3  vols. 
Record  of  noncy  received  froii  tc>xes,  licenses,  ond  sole  of  unseated  lands,  show- 
ing date  and  ai.iounts  received,  pn'l  nar.ie  of  payer.  Cupplencnts  entry  354.  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  receipt,  llo  index.  Hdvr-  Condition  poor.  Aver.  100  pp. 
IG  X  12  X  2.   1385-39,  3  vols.,  cont,  bsnt^  vlt,;  1C0O-D2,  1  vol.,  trcas*  bsnt. 
vlt. 

556.  C;.SH  BOOK  MLMOIifUIDUli  (County  Treasurer),  1061-62.   1  vol. 
Cash  account  book  of  county  treasurer,  shovdng  cash  debits  and  credits,  anounts 
of  cash  on   hand,  nane  of  debtor,  anount  paid,  and  balances.  Arr.  chron.  by  date 
of  entry,   llo  index.   Hd\T.   Condition  fair.   50  pp»  15  x  10  x  h.     Cojtis.  bsnt. 
vlt. 

357.  TREiXWa^R'S  LCDGER,  1G5G-72,  107D-04,  1091-93,  1097-1921,  1923—. 
21  vols. 
Treasurer's  accomit  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  county  funds,  shovdng  date  of 
entry,  s'^urce  of  incono,  anounts,  fund  allotnent,  expenditures,  purpose,  anount, 
and  balance.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   1079-00,  1  vol.,  indexed  alph.  by 
nane  of  account;  105G-72,  lOGl — ,  20  vols.,  no  index.   Hdw.   Aver.  600  pp. 
10  X  12  X  3^.   1050-1936,  20  vols.^  treas.  bsnt.  vlt.;  1937—,  1  vol,,  off. 

350.  MUIlICIPitLITY  FUIID  LCDGER,  1930-^.  4  vols. 
General  financial  accounts  of  nunicipalities,  shor/inr;  nane  of  nunicipality, 
anount  credited  to  sch?ol,  road,  and  poor  funds,  date  cash  ^'vas  turned  over  to 
county  treasurer,  and  total  anount  of  each  fund.  Arr.  alph.  by  nane  of  nunici- 
pality, entries  radc  chron.  No  index.   Hdvg-.  on  ptd.  fn.  aivcr.  200  pp. 
IG  X  13  X  2.   1930-31,  1  vol.,  treas.  bsnt.  vlt.;  1931—,  3  vols.,  off. 

359.  COmiTY  ORDL^IS,  1000-02,  1001-92,  1007-1901.   15  vols.   Title 
varies:  Orders  on  Trensxirer,  1000-02,  1091-02,  0  vols. 

Stubs  of  checks  issued  in  paynent  of  orders  on  county  treasurer,  shoicLng  check 
no.,  date  issued,  payee,  anount.  j.rr.  citron,  by  date  of  issue.   iJo  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fn.  ..ver.  300  ]:ip.  16  x  11  x  1^,     Janitor's  bsnt.  stm* 

360.  COUIITY  TRU.SUIiLR^S  QtDLP.  BOCK,  1073-79.   1  vol. 

Treasurer's  record  of  orders  issued,  shovdng  date  and  no.  of  order,  nane  of 
payee,  anouiit,  purpose,  and  total  anount  of  all  orders,  ^irr.  chron.  by  date  of 
entry.   No  index.   Hdvj-.  on  ptd.  fr.-..   460  pp.  10  x  12  x  2.   Treas.  bsnt.  vlt. 

361.  RECORD  DOCKET  (Account  Book),  1906-0.   1  vol. 

Recori'^  of  expenses  for  care  of  ballot  boxes,  patients  at  ^Temersvillo  and  Danville, 
register  assessors,  and  House  of  liefuge.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index. 
Hdv;.   150  pp.  13  X  G  X  1.   Treas.  bsnt.  vlt. 

362.  RECORD  (of  Moneys  For-vvorded  to  Tovmships),  1059-75.   1  vol. 
Record  of  noneys  collected  and  fonvarded  to  to\^/nshipE  for  paynents  due  on  road 
and  school  accounts,  showing  nanes  of  tovmships,  anounts  collected  and  fonvardcd, 
date  of  collection,  and  source  of  inconc.  ^.rr.  chron.  by  date  of  collection. 

No  index.  Hdw.  Condition  poor.   200  pp.  13  x  0  x  1^.  Treas.  bsnt.  vlt. 
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363.  ANITUAL  STATEMENT  BOOK  (Plains  Toimship  School  District),  1915-23. 
1  vol. 

Statement  of  expenses  of  Plains  Township  school  district  for  salaries,  supplies, 
rent,  water,  heat,  and  light,  showing  order  no.,  date,  payee,  purpose,  and 
amount.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  199  pp.  ISg-  x  13  x  1  3/4 • 
Treas.  bsmt.  vlt. 

Licenses 
(See  also  entries  149-155,  209-212,  281,  282) 

364.  STATE  LEDGER,  1887,  1920—.   5  vols.   Title  varies:  State  Cash  Book, 
1887,  1  vol. 

Record  of  fees  collected  for  issuance  of  state  licenses,  showing  date,  name  of 
licensee,  type  and  amount  of  license,  and  total  amount  of  fees  collected.  .  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw,  Aver.  99  pp.  14  x  9  x  2.  1887, 
1920-28,  3  vols.,  treas,  bsmt.  vlt.;  1929 — ,  2  vols.,  off. 

365.  MERCANTILE  LICENSE,  1883-90,  1894.   17  vols. 

Stubs  of  mercantile  licenses,  showing  no.,  date,  name  and  address  of  licensee, 
type  of  business,  and  amoxmt  of  fee.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  issued.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  250  pp.  15  x  10  x  2,   Cont.  bsmt.  vlt. 

366.  DOG  REGISTRY  DOCKET,  1878-1904.   1  vol. 

Register  of  licensed  dogs,  showing  entry  no.,  name  and  address  of  owner,  name  of 
dog,  breed,  age,  description.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by 
first  letter  of  surname  of  ovmer.  Hdv/.  199  pp.  14  x  9  x  2.  Treas.  bsmt.  vlt. 

367.  DOG  LICENSE,  1936—.  50  vols.  Prior  records  destroyed. 
Duplicates  of  licenses  issued  to  dog  owners,  showing  license  no.,  date,  name 
and  address  of  owner,  year  for  which  issued,  age  and  description  of  dog,  and 
record  of  transfer  of  ovmership.  Arr.  num.  by  license  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on 
ptd.  fm.  Aver.  50  pp.  14  x  11^  x  1.  Off. 

368.  PENNSYLVANIA  RESIDENT  CITIZEN'S  FISHING  LICENSE,  1936—. 
250  vols.  Prior  records  destroyed. 

Duplicates  of  licenses  issued  for  fishing,  shovang  license  no.,  dates  of  issue 
and  expiration,  name,  address,  age,  and  occupation  of  licensee,  and  signatures 
of  licensors.  Arr.  num.  by  license  no.  No  index.  Hdw*  on  ptd»  fm.  Aver. 
25  pp.  4  X  10|  X  i.   Off. 

369.  NON-RESIDENT  FISHING  LICENSE,  1936—.   2  vols.  Prior  records 
destroyed. 

Duplicates  of  licenses  issued  to  non-residents  to  fish  in  Pennsylvania,  showing 
license  no.  and  dates  of  issue  and  expiration,  name,  age,  and  occupation  of 
licensee,  and  signat\iros  of  licensors.  Arr.  nur.i.  by  license  no.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  25  pp.  4  x  1(>|  x  §.   Off. 

370.  RESIDENT  HUNTER'S  LICENSE,  1936—.   127  vols.   Prior  records 
destroyed. 

Duplicates  of  licenses  issued  to  hxintcrs,  showing  license  no.,  name  and  address 
of  licensee,  occupation,  physical  description,  identification,  citizenship,  date 
of  issue  and  expiration,  amount  of  fee,  and  signatures  of  licensee  and  licensor. 
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Arr.  num.  by  license  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm»  Aver.  20  pp.  14  x  17g-  x  g 
Off. 

371.  NON-RESIDEOT  HUNTER'S  LICENSE,  1955—.   2  vols.  Prior  records 
destroyed. 

Duplicates  of  licenses  issued  to  non-residents  to  hunt  in  Pennsylvania,  showing 
license  no.,  name  and  address  of  licensee,  occupation,  physical  description, 
identification,  citizenship,  date  issued,  amount  of  fee,  and  signatures  of 
licensee  and  licensor.  Arr.  num.  by  license  no.  No  index.  Hdvi.  on  ptd.  fra. 
Aver.  20  pp.  14  x  17^  x  |.   Off. 

372.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  PROVISIONAL  FIREARM  REGISTRATION,  1936—.   1,600 
cards  in  1  f.d. 

Duplicates  of  applications  for  registration  of  firearms  used  in  connection  with 
hunting  license,  showing  nos.  of  provisional  and  hunter's  licenses,  name  and 
address  of  licensee,  physical  description,  make,  noMand  caliber  of  weapon,  and 
signature  of  licensee.  Arr.  num.  by  license  no.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm. 
20  X  30  X  18.   Off. 

For  other  licenses  to  carry  fireanns  see  entry  281. 
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(Next  entry  373,  p,  160) 


XX.  MERCANTILE  APPRAISER 

In  1846  a  state  tax  was  levied  on  mercantile  establishments.  The  super- 
vision of  this  function  -was  vested  in  the  board  of  county  commissioners  which 
;vas  authorized  to  appoint  a  mercantile  appraiser  annually  (1).  The  first 
mercantile  appraiser  of  Luzerne  County  -was  appointed  on  December  31,  1846  (2). 
In  1899  mercantile  appraisement  was  placed  partially  under  state  supervision, 
for  in  that  year  the  State  Auditor  (Jeneral  was  authorized  to  prescribe  the  fonns 
to  be  used  by  the  appraisers  (3).  State  control  was  completed  in  1919  when  the 
Auditor  General  was  given  the  authority  to  appoint  annually  a  mercantile 
appraiser  in  each  county  (4).   The  duties  of  the  appraiser  were  defined  by  the 
Act  of  1899,  and  remain  unchanged  to  the  present  day.  His  salary  is  paid  by 
the  state. 

The  most  important  duties  of  the  mercantile  appraiser  are  five-fold.  He 
must  prepare  a  list  of  mercantile  establishments  subject  to  a  license  tax;  visit 
the  person  or  firm  on  the  list,  and  demand  a  correct  return  of  the  volxjme  of 
business  during  the  preceding  year,  which  return  he  may  amend;  prepare  the  final 
appraisement  list  for  advertising  in  newspapers  designated  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Revenue;  send  a  list  to  the  Auditor  General  for  audit  on  or  before  Jiily  1 
of  each  year;  sit  with  the  county  treasurer  in  cases  of  appeal,  and  notify  the 
Department  of  Revenue  of  any  changes  of  appraisements  (5). 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  county  treasurer  to  collect  all  foes  in  addition  to 
the  mercantile  license  tax,  and  to  pay  over  to  the  mercantile  appraiser,  his 
fee  as  provided  by  law  (6). 

All  supplies  are  furnished  by  the  State  Department  of  Revenue,  and  are  sent 
to  the  office  of  the  county  treasurer.  The  office  of  the  mercantile  appraiser 
is  furnished  by  the  county,  and  adjoins  tliat  of  the  coiinty  treasurer  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  courthouse. 


1-  1846  PL  488  s  12.   2-  Luzerne  County  Commissioners'  Day  Book,  1840-66, 
p.  236.   3-  1899  PL  184  s  4.   4-  1919  PL  963  s  1.   5-  Instructions  to  Mercantile 
Appraiser,  Department  of  Revenue,  Karri sburg,  1936,  pp.  1-3.  (Mimeo.).  6-  Ibid.", 
p.  4. 
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XXI.   COlffROLLLil 


Provisions  for  the  ouditin;^  of  county  accounts  in  coloninl  Pennsylvania 
v/cre  first  rmdc  in  1732,  ivhcn  the  board  of  county  coi^iissioncrs,  assessors,  and 
treasurers  vrcro  required  to  subnit  aiimonl  recounts  to  the  justices  of  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  and  rrcnd  jury  (!)•  This  nethod  was  foimd  defective,  and 
a  supplenentary  net  v;as  passed  in  1791,  ivliich  authorized  the  court  of  corinon 
pleas  to  appoint  three  freeholders  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  county  conrAis- 
sioners  and  treasurers,  wliich  they  filed  with  the  court  (2).   In  1G09  the  office 
became  elective,  its  tenure  bein^  fixed  at  three  years  (3).  j".  special  act  of 
assenbly  for  Luzerne  County  directed  ther.i  to  audit  annually  all  the  noney  re- 
ceived fron  penalties,  fines,  and  costs  and  to  include  tlieii  in  the  j^eneral  state- 
r.ents  of  their  audit  (4).   Their  powers  were  extended  yrhon   they  were  authorized 
to  audit  the  accoimts  of  coroners,  sheriffs  (5),  and  directors  of  the  poor  (6). 
In  1893  county  auditors  were  abolished  in  counties  containing  a  population  of 
over  150,000,  and  provision  vras  i.iade  for  a  controller  to  take  over  their 
duties  (7).  Thic  act  rras  held  unconstitutional  in  1094  (O),  but  was  reenacted 
in  1895  (D)»  Luzerne  County,  vdth  a  population  of  over  200,000  at  that  tine, 
cane  v/ithin  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  has  had  a  controller  since  1090. 
The  controller  upon  assuninf^  his  duties  nust  file  a  bond  and  take  an  oath  of 
office  (10).  He  receives  a  salary  fron  the  county,  and  is  furnished  with  all 
necessary  supplies  and  an  office  on  the  first  floor  of  the  courthouse. 

The  controller's  uost  inportant  duty  is  to  aud.it  and  check  all  county  bills 
and  accounts*  He  nust  coxxntersicn  all  TrD.rrants  drr.wn  upon  the  treasurer  and  see 
that  they  are  spent  vrithin  leral  linits.   Ho  also  nakes  up  the  county  budget  on 
fonus  prescribed  by  the  State  Departnont  of  Internal  Affairs  and  fron  titie  to 
tine  exariincs  the  occovmts  of  all  county  officers. 

The  controller  has  (general  supervision  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  all  county 
officers  vftio   collect,  receive,  or  distribute  the  noneys  of  the  county,  and  nust 
report  any  default  to  the  county  coixiissioners  and  court  of  connon  pleas  (ll)« 
Ho  nust  keep  detailed  records  of  county  fiscal  operations  (12);  prepare  a  budget 


1-  1732,  1  Dall  282,   2-  1791,  3  Sn  L  15  s  1.   3-  1G09,  5  Sn  L  19  rep.  1929 
PL  127G  s  1051;  1310  PL  207,  5  Sn  L  161;  1014  PL  44,  6  Sn  L  103;  1034  PL  537  s 
44  rep,  1929  PL  1270  s  1051.   4-  1071  PL  1354  s  3.   5-  1010  PL  207,  5  Sn  L  161. 
6-  1079  PL  30;  lOGl  PL  44  s  1.   7-  1093  PL  393,   0-  163  Pa.  203  Corxu  vs. 
Sanuels  et  al.  Appellants  (1094);  164  Pa,  462,  Corff:,  vs,  B.R,  Severn,  i.ppellant 
(1094),  9-  1095  PL  403  an.  ICOl  PL  140  further  an.  1913  PL  10,  The  Act  of 
1913  extended  these  provisions  to  include  counties  ivith  a  population  of  100,000 
or  over  and  recognized  the  anendnent  to  the  Pcnnsylva^nia  Constitution,  ji.rt. 
XIV,  s  2  as  an.  1909  which  increased  the  tern  of  office  to  four  years.   1929 
PL  1270  s  1051  rep.  1095,  1901,  1913  but  reen.  then  as  an.   10-  1G93  PL  393  s  3; 
1095  PL  403  s  3;  1929  PL  1270  s  53,  133.   11-  1093  PL  395  s  4;  1095  PL  403 
s  4;  1929  PL  1270  s  341.   12-  1093  PL  393  s  5,  7j  1095  PL  403  s  5,  7;  1929 
PL  1270  s  342,  344. 
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as  a  guide  for  the  county  coimissioners  (13);  keep  a  rej^ister  of  all  warrants 
dra-vm  on  the  treasury  by  the  county  coij.iissionors  and  countersigned  by  hin- 
self  (14);  audit  and  approve  all  ivarrants  issued  by  the  coiinty  corrdss loners, 
except  for  the  payiaent  of  foes  of  iiinor  officials  in  the  county  courts  (15); 
countersign  all  receipts  riven  by  the  treasurer,  and  keep  a  record  of  then  (16); 
scrutinize  all  bills  oived  by  the  county  to  sec  if  they  are  legally  payable  (17); 
file  all  county  contracts  involvixig  an  expenditure  of  over  $100  irir.iediately  upon 
their  execution,  except  those  for  the  building  and  repair  of  bridges  (10);  file 
receipts  of  county  officers  for  fees  paid  over  to  the  countj'-  treasurer  (19);  and 
see  that  bids  and  contracts  are  nade  in  the  proper  nanner.  He  nay  voice  his 
approval  or  disapproval  of  the  purpose  of  a  contract  (20). 

He  has  custody  of  official  bonds  given  to  the  coxnity,  title  deeds  to  county 

realty,  contracts  entered  into  by  the  co\mty,  end  all  books  and  papers  relating 

to  its  financial  affairs.  Ho  keeps  a  register  of  and  cancels  paynents  of  all 
bonds  issued  by  the  county  (21). 

The  controller  has  the  povror  to  surcharge  officers  in  cases  of  deficiencies 
or  illegalities  of  expenditures;  by  subpoena  and  attachir^ent  to  conpcl  attendance 
of  v/itnesECs  and  the  production  of  evidence  in  the  audit  of  accovmts  (22);  to 
adj-iinister  oaths  (23);  to  conr.iit  to  the  county  prison  those  who  fail  to  appear 
or  to  produce  the  requested  evidence  (24). 

The  controller  nay  require  quarterly  strtenents  fron  county  officers  v/ith 
respect  to  noneys  in  their  possession  (25).   In  Luzerne  County  the  controller 
nakes  a  practice  of  keeping  nonthly  reports.  He  nust  i.iake  an  annuel  report  on 
foms  prescribed  by  the  Departiicnt  of  Internal  ./.ffairs  to  the  court  of  cormon 
pleas  cf  all  c  --unty  receipts  and  expenditures,  together  vdth  a  statenent  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  county.   The  report  is  published  and  a  copy  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  Internal  j.ff r  irs  (26).  He  also  audits  ani'.  adjusts  the  accounts 
of  the  treasurer  ivith  the  State  treasury  in  regard  to  noney  received  for  the  use 
of  the  Connonvrea  1th,  and  nrdces  a  separate  report  on  this  to  the  court  of  ca:.]nou 
picas  (27). 

The  controller  of  Luzerne  County  is  an  ex-officio  nenber  of  both  the  salary 


13-  1393  PL  305  s  5;  1095  PL  403  s  5;  1909  PL  1270  s  346  an,  1935  PL  1104 
s  2.  14-1093  PL  393  s  11;  1096  PL  403  s  11;  1929  PL  1270  s  351.   15-  1093  PL 
393  s  9;  1095  PL  403  s  9;  1929  PL  1270  s  350.  16-  1G03  PL  393  s  0;  1095  PL  403 
s  G;  1929  PL  1270  s  340,  349;  1935  PL  143  s  1.   17-  1393  PL  393  s  0;  1095  PL 
403  s  0;  1929  PL  1270  s  349.  10-  1093  PL  393  s  10;  1095  PL  403  s  10;  1927  PL 
176  s  1;  1929  PL  1270  s  340;  1935  PL  143  si.  19-  1076  PL  13  s  2;  1393  PL  393 
s  5;  1095  PL  403  s  5.   20-  1093  PL  393  s  0;  1095  PL  403  s  0;  1929  PL  1270  s  340 
an,  1935  PL  143  s  1.  21-  1093  PL  393  s  12;  1095  PL  403  s  12;  1929  PL  1270  s  54, 
343;  1933  PL  946  No,  102  s  1.  22-  1791,  3  Sn  L  15  s  2;  1929  PL  1270  s  374, 
23-  1929  PL  1278  s  374.  24-  1791,  3  Sn  L  15  s  3;  1929  PL  1270  s  375,   25- il937 
PL  37.   26-  1093  PL  393  s  6;  1095  PL  403  s  6;  1929  PL  1270  s  345  an.  1931 
PL  401  s  1  and  1935  PL  1104  s  1.   27-  1929  PL  1270  s  372. 
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board  (28)  and  the  sinking  fund  commiGsion  (29). 

In  addition  to  the  records  which  the  controller  lias  beon  specifically  re- 
quired to  keep,  ho  has  kept  other  records  as  a  matter  of  practice  and  expedi- 
ency. 


Taxation 
(Soc  also  entries  2-8,  338-353) 

373.  TAX  COLLECTOR'S  LEDGER,  1895—.   5  vols.  (1-5). 

Record  of  taxes  collected  and  paymontc  made  to  treasurer  by  tax  collectors, 
showing  date,  names  of  collector  and  municipality,  typo  of  tax,  amount  and  date 
collected,  amount  of  rebato,  collector's  commission,  and  amount  and  no.  of 
collector's  bond.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipality,  entries  made  chron. 
1695-1932,  vols.  1-2,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  municipality;  1933 — ,  vols.  3-5, 
no  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  300  pp.  12  x  16  x  3.   Off.  safe. 

374.  TAX  COLLECTOR'S  PAYlffiNTS  AITO  SUNDRY  RECEIPTS,  1930—.   10  vols, 
(dated). 

Copies  of  receipts  issued  by  treasurer  for  payments  by  tax  collectors  and  of 
sundry  accounts,  showing  date,  amount,  purpose,  payer,  signature  of  treasurer, 
and  countersigned  by  controller.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  receipt.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm.  Aver.  1,200  pp.  10  x  6  x  4.   1930-36,  8  vols.,  cont.  bsmt.  vlt. 
1937—,  2  vols.,  off. 

375.  CONTROLLER'S  JOURML,  1894,   1  vol. 

Record  of  land  taxes  paid  to  county  treasurer  and  apportionment  thereof,  shoxving 
amount,  date,  by  whom  paid,  by  whom  collected,  fund  allotiaent,  and  name  of  mun- 
icipality. Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipality.  No  index.  Hdw.  800  pp. 
18  X  12  X  3.   Cont.  bsmt.  vlt. 

376.  (TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS),  1930—.   51  vols. 

Controller's  copies  of  receipts  issued  by  treasurer  for  taxes  paid  on  seated 
lands,  sho\idng  no.,  date,  name  and  address  of  taxpayer,  amount  and  type  of  tax, 
costs  or  fees,  total  recoivod,  signature  of  treasurer,  and  cotintcrsignod  by  con- 
troller. Arr.  nun.  by  receipt  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fn.  Aver.  1,860  pp. 
12  X  10  x  6.  Cont,  bsmt.  vlt. 

377.  SUBDISTRIBUTION  (Land  RcturnB),  1932-33.   1  vol. 

Record  of  distribution  of  moneys  received  from  sale  of  lands  sold  for  tax  de- 
linquency, showing  name  of  municipality  awarded  money,  name  of  fund  credited, 
amount  allocated,  date,  receipt  and  lion  nos.,  and  totals  distributed.  Arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  municipality.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fn.  •  150  pp.  12  x  17^  x  J 
Off. 


28-  1876  PL  13  s  7  rop.  1879  PL  72  s  1  but  the  repealing  section  was  itself 
rep.  1883  PL  182  s  1  except  as  to  cities  of  the  first  class.   29-  1911  PL  895  s  1 
rep.  1929  PL  1278  s  1051  but  roon.  in  s  395. 
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Buclr:ot 
(Sco  t'.lco  ciitri^js    ±52-455) 

37G.      BUDGLT   OF  LUZLitll.  COUIITY  COUTLOi  LLli,    1921—.      10  vols. 
Annunl  bucl(;ct   subi.ittc'   ti  coirity  coiii.dssioncrs   for  opprovi.l,    shovdn^;  date,   de- 
tailed cstiiicitc   of  inconc  riid  oxronditurcs,   v/ith  si;;nnturc   of  controller.     Lrr. 
by   offices.     ITo  index.      Typed,     u.vor.    10  pp.    14  x  C  x  l/O.      Cont.  bsnt.  vlt. 

379,     CGlITROLLLlt'S  BUDGET   (icocd  and  Bridge  Depcxrtricnt),    1926.  1  vol. 
Discontinued. 

Budget  prcpcrod  by  the   cucincor  of  the    ror.d  r.nd  bridge   dcpartr.ient,  shovdn^" 
sti.tcncnt  of  expenditures   for  the  previous  yenr,    funds  available   for  current 

yccr,    total  roquireiients  for  current  year,    oc-sh  cvriilrble   fron  all  sources,   and 

ar.ount  to  bo   raised  by  taxation.     ;-rr.  by  typo   of  expenditure,     lie  index. 
Typed,      9  pp.   14  x  0  x   l/O,     Cont,  bsnt.  vlt. 

C  ^ntracts 

3G0.      C01ITIC-CT£  .Jm  ..GREDlfflJlTS,    1929—.      1,130  pr.purs    in  5  f.b. 
Contrr.cts   for  sup;?liGs  and  equipnent,    shovdnr:  nane    if  contractor,   date  and  terns 
of  contract,    itui  .s  purchased,    signatures  and  affidavits   of  contractor,    officials, 
and  v/itnesscs,     Arr.  chron,   by  d.[.tc   of  contra.ct,     llo   index.     Typed,      ll-g-  x  5  x  27. 
Off. 

301.     BIDS,   1030—.      2,400  papers   in  276  folders. 
Bids   for   services,    supplies   and   equipiient  subnittod  by   contractors,    shoiving 
t;uthorization,   dote  bids  were   opened,   to  i/hon  contract  av>fr.rdod,   contract  no., 
nones   of  bidders,   ano\mt  bid  by  each,    date   checks  for  deposits  vz-erc   returned  to 
unsuccessful  bidders,     i.lso  correspondence  betv;cen  county  controller  and  con- 
tractors  relative  to  bi''s.     i^rr.    chron.   by    '.ate   of  bid,     ITo   index.     Typed   on 
ptd.    fti.      9-|-  X  15  X  ^,     Cont.  bsnt.  vlt, 

3C2,     rROrOG.X  BOOK  (Record  of  Bids),    1907—.      4  vols. 
Record  of  bids   received  for  supplies  and   services,    shor/ing  (late   of  bid,    iten, 
najLies   of  vritnosses  to  opening  of  bids,   ar:otmt  of  contract,   pmrra.r.t  no.,   and  total 
anount  paid.     Contains  n^^-crepnper  clippings  as  proof  of  publication  ^f  invitations 
to  bid.     .i.rr.   chron.  by   date   of  entry.     Ro  index.     Hdw.     ..ver.   500  pp.   16  x  11  x  2, 
1007-32,    5  vols.,    cont,  bsnt,   vlt,;    1933—,    1  vol.,    off, 

303,  U/JiKT.T  r.TPiLT  BRIDGE  (lailces-Barre)   PLJIS  xdID  E PEC IFICdT IONS,    1926-20. 
3  voir. 

Flans  and  specifications  for  Market  Street  bridge   1926,   acconpanied  by  invita- 
tions  to  bid,   contract  fonis,   and  anoiont  of  bond  to  be  posted.     Also  contains: 
Notices  to  Bidders   and  Proposal  Blanlcs   for  Construction  of  Bridge  ITo.   134,    1926, 
entry  oG4;   and  specifications    for  Grading  and  Paving  Hocanaqua  Underpass,   Con- 
ynghan  and  llct/port  To'.mships,   1029,    entry  305,     Rot  arr.     Ho  index.     Typed, 
.iver.   1?0  pp.   9  X  11  X  2.      Cont.   bsnt.  vlt. 

For  other  records   of  bridge   construction  see   entries   503,   504, 

304,  ^lOTICZ  TO  BIDDLPJ;  .ATD  PROPOCLL  BL'JKS  FCK  COIISTRUCTIOIJ  OF  BRIDGE 
NO.  154  on  P.S.H.D.  (Pcimsylvr.nia  £tatc  Highr/ay  Departnent)  ROUTE 
360  L'L.J;  PIKE»£  CREEK"/.    1026.      In  Market  Street  Bridge   (^'ilkcs-Bnrre) 
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Plans  r.:id  Cpecificrti^.n?,  entry  3G3, 
Notice  to  bidders,  end  proposal  blcnlco  for  construction  of  Brid[:c  llo.  134,  on 
Pennsylvr.nin  St-tc  Hi[;hvr,y  Depcrtiicnt  Route  o69  near  Fiko's  Creek,  shov/ing 
anount  of  deposit  required  to  obtnin  plans  ond  spccificctions,  length  of  tine 
alloviTOd  for  conpletion  of  v;ork,  and  cnoujit  of  check  to  ncconprny  ecvch  bid. 

305.  (SPECIFIC.-TIOIIS  FOI.  GIlDIIIG  .JID  r.'.VIHG  OF  MOC.ilL.QU..  UlIDERPASS, 
COIIYlIGILJi  .-LID  IM.TOPT  TWniSHIPS),  1029.   In  Mr.rket  Street  Bridcc 
(li'ilkes-Barrc)  Plcns  and  Specifications,  entry  303. 

Specifications  for  grading  of  Mocanaqua  vmdorpcss,  Conynghan  and  IJewport  tovm- 
ships,  giving  terris  and  conditions  for  bidders,  anount  of  bond  to  be  posted, 
tir.ic  linit  for  execution  of  contract  and  specifications  for  riaterials  and  con- 
stimction. 

Equipnent  and  Supplies 

306.  SUIOT.UY  OF  EXPEUDITUliES  OH  lOV  COURT  HOUSE,  1902-11.   1  vol. 
Auditors'  report  on  the  expenditures  for  the  construction  and  furnishing;  of 
new  courthouse,  showing  itenizcd  cost  of  all  naterials  and  equipnent,  nanes  of 
auditors,  date  of  audit,  end  auditors'  affidavit.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  ex- 
penditure.  Indexed  by  nanc  of  itcn  purchased.  Typed.  72  pp.  l-l-  x  19  x  -g-. 
Cont.  bsnt.  vlt. 

307.  SCILVP  BOOK  (County  Courthouse),  1904,   1  vol. 

Newspaper  clippings  on  building  of  new  courthouse,  j.rr.  chron.  by  date  of 
clipping.  No  index.  Ptd.  Condition  poor.   200  pp.  12  x  7  x  1.  Treas.  bsnt.  -vlt. 

300.   INSUTi^JJCE  POLICIES,  1932—.   000  records  in  1  f.b. 
Policies  covering  ounty-o-vmod  equipnent,  showing  date  of  policy,  nanc  of  in- 
surance conpany,  equipnent  covered,  anount,  conditions  and  tenns,  date  of  ex- 
piration, 'and  signatures  of  president  and  secretary  of  conpany,  i.rr.  cliron,  by 
date  of  policy.  Wo  index.  Typed  on  ptd.  flu   11-^  x  5  x  27.   Off.  safe. 

Bonds 
(See  also  entries  71,  75,  170-175) 

309.  COURT  a;DEPS,  BONDS,  TITLES,  1931—.   200  papers  in  1  f.b. 
Court  orders  for  appointr.ient  of  special  coiinty  officers  and  titles  to  county 
ovmod   notor  vehicles.  Court  orders  shoiv  date,  tena  of  court,  nane  of  appointee, 
office  to  irfiich  appointed,  and  signature  of  judge.   Titles  to  notor  vehicles 
shovr   date  of  title,  nakc  nodel,  series  and  engine  nos.  of  notor  vehicles.  Also 
contains:  (Bonds  of  Couiity  Officials),  entry  390,  Arr.  chron,  by  typo  of  paper* 
No  index.   Typed  and  hdvr,   on  ptd.  fn,   11-^  x  5  x  27.   Off,  safe, 

390,  (BONDS  (F  COUITY  OFFICL^LS),  1055—.   1055-1901  in  Bonds  and  Oaths, 
entry  110;  1902-30  in  Conr.ion  Picas  Files,  entry  119;  1931—  in 
Court  Orders,  Bonds,  Titles,  cntiy  309. 
Shows  nane  of  officer  or  enployee,  date  and  anoimt  of  bond,  none  of  surety,  con- 
dition of  obligation,  and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Also  contains:  County 
Prison  Official  Bonds,  1931 — ,  entry  172. 
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Llinutcs 

391.      COUIITY  ..UDITOr.S'    HlJUTLf-;,    1377-95.      3  vols. 
Record  of  ncctincs  hclrT  hy  bonrd   of  nurlitors,    shovdnf,  nai.-ius   of  cuditors   r.t  neot- 
in~,    date  r.pjiointod,    dr.tc,   tir.o,   place,   nnd  purnono   of  nootinr^s.     ^^rr.   chron. 
by  date   of  Mootinr.      Ho   index.      Hdr/,     ^'.ver,    250  pp.    14  x   dk  x  ■§-.      Froth,    off. 

502.     KII3UTES   OF  COUIITY  COiailSKIOlIIIiS,    1932—.      d-  vols. 
Controller's   record   of  r.inutes   of  coxuussioners'   noctinr-s,   shomnn  date  of 
i.iuutin,";,   nanoE   of  comiiss loners  present,    dietails   of  business  transacted,    signa- 
tures  of  secretary  end  comissi oners,     i.rr.   chron.   by  date   of  ueotinf-.     No 
index.     Typed  and  hdv/.     ^.vor.   500  pp.   11  x  9  x  2.      Off.    safe. 

Acc^uiits 

393,  Ainra..L  ::Lro:;T  (of  the  Controller),  1309-'13,  1923-25,  1927-2G. 

5  vols.,  1  f.b.  Title  varies:  Auditors'  Reports,  1009-43,  1  f.b. 

Orir;ini^ls  in  Comon  Picas  Files,  entry  119. 
Duplicate  rejiorts  on  financial  condition  of  the  comity,  shovmin  iteiiized  account 
nnd  fund  allocation  of  receipts  r  nd  ox-penditures.  ..rr.  chron.  by  date  of  rep-rt. 
Ko  index.  Hdw.,  1809-43,  typed,  1923-2G.  Vols.  aver.  40  pp.  14  x  9  x  l/O; 
f.b.,  9^  X  4|  X  13^.   1G09-43,  1  f.b.,  proth.  bsi:t.  vlt.;  1923-28,  5  vols.,  cont. 
bsnt.  vlt. 

394..  GEIILIUL  LEDGETi  (..ctive  :.ccouiits),  1926—.   2  vols. 
Controller's  record  of  receipts  and  expenditurue  in  active  accounts,  sho^dn^; 
nano  and  no.  of  account,  date,  anount,  v.iv\   source  of  receipts,  and  date,  anou;it, 
and  purpose  of  expenditure  vdth  vjarrant  no.  'ihen  an  account  becones  inactive  it 
is  vdthdravm  and  placed  in  Old  Lodrjer  Records,  entr;''  395.  ^.rr.  by  account  no. 
Wo  index.  Hdw.  ..vcr.  450  pp.  12  x  20  x  3,  Off. 

395.  OLD  LEDGER  ItECORDS,  1909—,   3  vols. 

Controller's  record  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in  inactive  accovuits.  TJhcn  an 
account  is  closed  the  record  is  taken  fron  General  Lodger. (Active  Accounts), 
entry  394,  and  filed  here.  ;.rr,  by  account  no.  llo  index,  Hdw.  uver.  350  pp. 
12  X  2  X  3.   1909-22,  1  vol.,  cont.  bsnt.  vlt.;  1923—,  2  vols.,  off. 

396.  D;.ILY  STATEIflJl-rr  OF  RECEIPTS,  1095—,   10  vols. 

Daily  statenent  of  cash  received,  shoi-anf;  source  of  income,  date,  payer,  mount, 
totals,  official  sif.iiature,  and  none  of  fund  to  i.^iich  allocated.  ..rr.  chron. 
by  date  of  stf.tei.iont.   ilo  index.   IWv;.  on  ptd.  fl-..   ;ivcr.  250  pp.  19  x  26  x  3. 
1095-1929,  1931-34,  16  vols,,  cont.  bsr.t.  vlt.;  1930,  1935—,  2  vols.,  off. 

397.  SUB  DISTRIBUTIOi!  (Record  of  Expenses),  1004-1909,  1926-27.   2  vols. 
Title  varies:  County  Offices'  Expense,  1094-1909,  1  vol. 

Account  book  of  expenditures  of  county  r^ovornncnt  departi.ients,  showing;  dr.te, 
anoxmt,  and  purpose  of  expenditure,  aiivl  rrcrrcnt  no.  Arr.  chron.  by  dote  of  entryi 
No  index.  Hdv:.  ^.ver.  135  pp.  12  x  21  x  1.  Com.s.  Vsnt.  vlt. 

390.  AUDITOR'S  REPa:T  BOOK,  1056-57,  1070-02.   3  vols. 
Original  reports  of  audits  of  county  offices,  shordn:^  na:.io  of  office,  dates, 
anount  received,  source  of  incoi-.e,  anount  disbursed,  purpose  of  expenditure,  date 
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of  audit,  and  signatures  of  auditors.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  audit.  No  index. 
Hdw.  Aver.  500  pp.  15  x  10  x  2,   1855-57,  1  vol.,  treas.  bsmt,  vlt.;  1870-82, 
2  vols.,  cont.  bsmt.  vlt. 

399.  DAILY  RECORD  OF  DISBUESEIvffillTS,  1896—,   14  vols.    » 

Daily  record  of  disbursements  for  supplies,  services,  court  and  election  ex- 
penses, and  maintenance  of  public  buildin;^s,  shov/ing  amounts  disbursed,  payee, 
date,  and  signature  of  controller.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index. 
Hdw.   Aver.  300  pp,  24  x  24  x  1.   1896-1935,  13  vols.,  cont.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1936—, 
1  vol.,  off. 

400.  COOTROLIER'S  CRUIINAL  DOCKET,  1920—.   31  vols,,  and  8  duplicate 
vols.,  1920-23. 

Record  of  payment  of  witness  fees  and  all  other  court  costs  paid  in  criminal 
proceedings,  showanf^  court  term  and  cose  no.,  names  of  parties,  date  of  trial, 
verdict,  amounts  and  dates  paid.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  tern.   Indexed  alph,  by 
name  of  defendant.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  ftii.  Aver.  500  pp.  19  x  16-^  x  2:|.   1920-25, 
6  vols,,  and  8  duplicate  vols,,  janitor's  bsmt,  strm.;  1926 — ,  25  vols., 
witness  elk,  off, 

401.  TRANSCRIBING  CLERK'S  LEDGER,  1927-33.   2  vols.  Discontinued. 
Account  of  money  paid  to  clerks  for  transcribing  records,  shewing  name  and  no, 

of  transcriber,  and  municipality  for  iviiicJi  transcription  is  made,  itemized  account 
of  work  done,  days  worked,  and  :vages  per  day,  Arr.  num.  by  y/orker's  no.  No 
index.  Hdw.  Aver.  76  pp,  13  x  15  x  1.   Off. 

402.  FUITO  LEDGER,  1909-22.   1  vol. 

Controller's  accounts  vdth  municipalities,  shoviring  date,  names  of  municipality 
and  fund,  receipts,  and  amounts  returned  vri.th  source  of  income  or  purpose,  and 
balance.  Arr.  alph,  by  no'-"  of  municipality.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  munici- 
pality.  Hdw.   600  pp.  19  X  14  x  2.   Cont.  bsmt.  vlt, 

403.  STaTLI«E!IT  OF  GOf^T  OF  Vi/iIITTAINING  PRISONERS,  1916-25.   600  papers  in 
1  bdl.  Discontinued. 

Report  to  municipalities  on  the  cost  of  r.ia inta ining  prisoners  at  the  county- 
prison,  sho-vdng  name  of  municipality  to  vdiich  str.teraent  is  rendered,  names  of 
prisoner.--.and  committing  official,  chorges,  dates  adraitted  and  discharged,  nuiaber 
of  days,  rate  per  day,  and  to-fcal  amount.   Arr.  .^Iph.  by  name  of  municipality. 
No  index.  Hdvj-.  on  ptd.  fm.   9  x  11  x  4,  Cont.  bsmt,  vlt. 

404.  MIS CELL/a!E Oils  RECOPJ)  (Cost  of  County  Prisoners,  Soldiers'  Burial 
and  Insurance  Policies),  1876 — ,   2  vols. 

Record  of  costs  for  keep  of  county  prir.onors,  shoiving  ncmus  of  institution  and 
prisoner,  date  committed,  and  amount  paid  for  maintenance.  Account  of  soldiers 
and  soldiers'  -widows  buried  at  couiaty  expensu,  showing  names  of  soldier  or 
v/idow  and  undertaker,  date,  amount,  and  warrant  no.  of  pajonent.   Also  record  of 
insurance  carried  on  county  buildings,  r.hovdng  namer  of  buildings,  insurance 
company,  and  agent,  amount  of  premium,  and  expiration  date  of  policy.  Arr.  by 
accounts,  t;ntrier  made  chron.   No  index,   lldw.   Aver.  400  pp.  19  x  13  x  2-3-, 
1876-1909,  1  vol.,  cont.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1910—,  1  vol.,  off. 

For  original  insurance  policies,  1932 — ,  seu  entry  333. 
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405.  BURL-L,  1913—.   1  vol. 

Record  of  soldiers  end  v;idows  rucoi-'/ing;  buricl  cid  from  county,  shovdng  name  of 
deceased,  year,  vrurrant  no.,  nr.mes  of  undurtfeker  and  agent  supplying  hoadstonc. 
Arr.  alph»  by  first  letter  of  :nirname  of  deceased,  entries  made  chron.  No 
index.   Hdv;.  on  ptd.  ftn.   500  pp.  18  x  12  x  l|.   Off. 

406.  RECCT.D  OF  DEPEl'IDEi-TTS ,  ASYLWIS,  AlHJ  HOUSES  OF  REBUGE,  1899-1921. 

1  vol. 

List  of  names  of  persons  coLmittcd  to  homes  for  the  indigent  and  incompetent, 
and  penal  and  correctional  inr;titutions,  sho\/lng  name  of  institution,  person 
committed,  and  individual  or  municipality  to  whom  cost  of  care  is  chi'rgcable. 
Arr.  by  name  of  institution.  No  index.  Hdvi.   200  pp.  17  x  14  x  1.   Cont«  bsmt. 
vlt. 

407.  EXFEITDITURES  OF  RO..D  AW   BRIDGE  DEPARTIEKT,  1923-24.   250  sheets  in 

2  bdl. 

Statement  of  expenditures  for  roads  end  bridges,  shovdng  name  of  municipality, 
cost  and  tjrpe  of  work,  balance  from  previous  raonth,  expense  for  current  month, 
total  cxponre,  cmount  of  appropriation.  Also,  papers  entitled  "gubdistribution", 
showing  equipment  purchased,  appropriation,  road  and  item  nos.,  date,  end  no. 
of  v/arrant.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.  No  index.  Hdv/.,  and  tjrped  on  ptd.  fm. 

11  X  17  X  1.  Cent.  bsmt.  vlt. 

408.  FORaL.N'S  DAILY  LEPORTS  (Road  and  Bridge  Department),  1929.   550 
sheets  in  1  bdl. 

Daily  report  of  foreman  of  road  imd  bridge  dept.,  shovdng  name  ind  location  of 
job,  road,  date,  names  of  employees,  number  of  hours  vrorkcd,  classification, 
equipment  rented,  from  ^ihom   rented,  number  of  hours  equipment  used,  licence  no. 
of  equipment,  materials  delivered,  by  vrhom,  daily  description  of  v/ork  done, 
amount  paid,  and  sign^'ture  of  foreman.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   13  x  9  x  3.   Cont.  bsmt.  vlt. 

409.  LUZERItt;  COUNTY  RaJ)  AND  BRIDGE  THE  SHEETS,  1923,  1932.   600  papers 
in  2  bdl. 

Time  sheets  of  county  employees  in  road  and  bridge  department,  giving  name  and 
no.  of  employee,  his  classification,  hours  vforked,  rate,  name  and  no.  of  road 
or  bridge,  semi-monthly,  monthly,  and  totel  amounts  paid.  j\rr.  alph.  by  name 
of  municipality  vrfiero  \rork  v/as  perfomied.  Ho  index.  Edvir.  on  ptd.  fm. 

12  X  15  X  2.  Cont.  bsmt.  vlt. 

Vouchers 
(Sec   also   entiy   33) 

410.  Vf;j?R.\lJT  RECCED  BOOK,    CONTROLLER'S    OFFICE,    1894-96,    1908-29. 
8  vols.     Discontinued. 

Record  of  v/arrants   countersigned  by  controller,    shovdng  name  of  payee,   warrant 
and  appropriation  nos.,    dates   countersigned  and  pcid,    and  amount.     Arr.   num. 
by  vjarrant  no.      No  index.      Hdvf.    on  ptd.    fm.     Aver.   400  pp.   18  x  12  x  3« 
1894-96,    1908-15,    1920-27,   6  vols.,    cont.   bsmt,   vlt.;    1916-19,    1928-29,    2  vols., 
corams.   bsmt.   vlt. 
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411.  VOUCHERS,  1895 — .  458,000  records  in  1,156  f.b. 

Returned  vouchers  for  payment  for  supplies,  services,  equipnent,  and  other  ex- 
penditures, sho\Aring  no.,  date  issued,  payee,  purpose,  and  official  signatures. 
Arr.  ohron.  by  date  of  issue,  and  ram.   by  voucher  no.  Hdv/.  11  x  15  x  5. 
1895-1935,  1,150  f.b.,  cont.  bsnt.  vlt.;  1936—,  6  f.b.,  off. 

412.  VOUCHER  INDEX  (Active  Accounts),  1906—.   9  vols.,  and  1,500  cards 
in  56  f.d.  (A-Z  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet).  Title  varies: 
Index  to  Vouchers,  1906-29,  9  vols. 

Alphabetical  index  to  original  vouchers,  shovri.ng  name  of  payee,  year,  and 
voucher  no.   1930 —  inactive  cards  are  renoved  and  placed  in  Voucher  Index 
(Inactive  Accounts),  entry  413.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  payee.  Hdw.,  1906-29; 
hdw.  on  ptd.  fra.,  1930--.  Vols.  aver.  600  pp.  14  x  9  x  2;  f.d.,  3  x  5  x  26. 
1906-29,  9  vols*,  cont»  bsnt.  vlt.;  1930—,  56  f.d.,  off. 

413.  VOUCHER  INDEX  (inactive  Accounts),  1930--.   2,000  cards  in  2  f.b. 
Card  index  to  vouchers  for  inactive  accoimts  formerly  filed  in  Voucher  Index 
(Active  Accounts),  entry  412,  shovri.ng  name  of  payee,  year,  and  voucher  no. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  payee,  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   4  x  6  x  14.   Off. 

Elections 

414.  ELECTION  BOOK  (Boroughs,  Tovmships,  and  Cities),  1909—.  5  vols. 
Title  varies:  Return  Record,  1909-30,  3  vols. 

Record  of  cost  of  registering  voters  and  holding  elections,  showing  naiae  of 
municipality,  registration  or  election  date,  nar.ie  of  election  division,  ntmber 
of  registrars  attending,  nvuiber  registered  or  voted,  ano\ant  of  mileage,  and 
salaries  paid  v/ith  warrant  no.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipality.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  150  pp.  18  x  21  x  2.   1909-30,  3  vols.,  cont.  bsmt. 
vlt.;  1931—,  2  vols.,  off. 

Financial  Reports 

415.  ACCOUNT  OF  FEES  AND  MONEYS  COLLECTED  BY  CLERK  OF  COURTS,  1904—. 
3,000  papers  in  14  bdl.  and  1  f.d. 

Clerk  of  courts*  monthly  statement  of  fees  collected,  shov/ing  date  of  statement, 
court  term  and  case  no.,  none  of  payer,  amo\ant  of  foe,  service  rendered,  and 
record  of  fees  chargeable  to  county,  amount  paid  to  treasurer,  affidavit,  and 
signatiore  of  clerk  of  courts.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.  No  index.  Hdw.  on 
ptd.  fn.  Bdl.,  18  x  12  x  1;  f.d.,  4  x  14  x  24.   1904-34,  14  bdl.,  cont.  bsmt. 
vlt.;  1935—,  1  f.d.,  off. 

416.  (ACCOUNT  OF  FEES  AND  MOl^YS  COLLECTED  AND  FEES  Ex\RNED  BY  THE 
PTiOTHOlTOT.JlY  "A!D  CK'JiGK'J3IJi:  TO  LUZSRin]  COUNTY),.  1904— .   3,000 
papers  in  16  bdl. 

Monthly  account  of  fees  and  moneys  collected  by  the  prothonotary  and  chargeable 
to  the  county,  shovdng  date  of  receipt,  court  term  and  case  no.,  service  renr 
dcred,  and  amount  received.  Arr.  cliron.  by  date  filed.  No  index.  Hdw.  on^ 
ptd.  ftn.   18  X  12  X  2.   1904-35,  15  bdl.,  cont.  bsnt.  vlt.j  1936—,  1  bdl.,  off 
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417.  RECORDER  OF  DE::DS  (Account  of  Foes  and  Monoys  Roceived),  1907-16, 
1919-20,  1926-27,  1929-31,  1933-r,  4,900  pcip^rs  in  16  bdl. 

Report  of  feus  earned  md  collected  by  the  rocordur  of  deeds,  shovdng  date  and 
amount  of  fee,  payer,  service  performed,  itcn  no.,  aiaount  chrrgcablc  to  coimty, 
and  affidavit  by  rec-rder  guaranteeing  account,  Arr.  cl:iron,  by  date  filed. 
llo  index.   Hdw.' on  ptd.  fn.   18  x  12  x  2.   1907-34,  15  bdl.,  cont.  bsnt.  vlt.; 
1935—,  1  bdl.,  off. 

418.  TRi.HSCRIPT  OF  REGISTER'S  FEE  BOOK,  1907-8,  1910,  1914-16,  1919-20, 
1922-23,  1927-28,  1954,  1936—*   2,080  sheets  in  12  bdl. 

Monthly  account  of  moneys  and  fous  received  by  register  of  v;ills,  shomng  date, 
from  v/hon  roccivcd,  nc.nu   of  estate,  amount  of  fees  ".nd  state  tax  received, 
amount  of  fees  earned  and  due  from  county,  and  service  rendered.  Ai*r.  chron. 
by  date  of  report.  ITo  index.  Typed  on  ptd.  fti.   18  x  15  x  2,   1907-36, 
11  bdl.,  cont,  bsnt.  vlt.;  1937—,  1  bdl.,  off, 

419.  ivCCOUNT  OF  FEES  COLLECTED  BY  SIILT.IFF,  1911—.   800  sheets  in 
14  bdl. 

Monthly  statement  of  fees  collected  by  the  sheriff,  shoiri.ng  date  of  receipt, 
kind  and  no.  of  v/rit,  dates  served  and  returned,  court  term  and  case  no.,  names 
of  parties,  name  of  payer,  vol.  and  p«  v;here  recorded,  total  amounts  received, 
and  sheriff's  affidavit.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   IJo  index.  Hdv;-.  on  ptd. 
fm,  17  X  12  X  4.   1911-15,  1919-36,  12  bdl.,  cont.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1916-18,  1  bdl., 
elk.  of  cts,  bsnt.  vlt.;  1937—,  1  bdl.,  off. 

420.  DAILY  STATEMEIIT  OF  RECEIPTS  ;JID  DISBUi;SEMEIITS  OF  COUIJTY,  1907—. 
7,500  papers  in  3  f.d.,  2  vols. 

Daily  report  from  the  treasurer  on  receipts  and  disbursements;  receipts  show 
date,  no.,  names  of  payer  and  account,  f mount  and  total  receipts;  disbursements 
show  date,  r/arrant  no.,  name  of  payee,  purpose  and  r mount  of  expenditure,  and 
total  disbursements.  Accompanying  receipts  are  statements  from  the  treasurer's 
office  summrrizing  receipts  and  fund  cllotncnts.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report. 
No  index,  Hdv/.  on  ptd.  fii.  F.d.,  lOg-  x  16  x  25?  vols.  aver.  864  pp.?16  x  20  x  3, 
1907-35,  3  f.d.  and  1  vol.,  cont,  bsnt.  vlt.;  1936—,  1  vol.,  off. 

421.  DISCmjlGED  PRISOFlRS,  1896-1901,  1903.   165  papers  in  1  bdl,, 
I'f.d.  Discontinued. 

Vfardcn's  monthly  report  to  county  controller  of  prisoners  discharged  from  county 
prison,  sho^^^ing  date  of  report,  names  of  controller,  and  names  of  discharged 
prisoners,  dates  committed  and  discharged,  and  manner  of  discharge.  Arr.  chron^ 
by  date  of  report.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd^  fm.  Bdl.,  11  x  4  x  5;  f.d., 
ia|-  X  16  X  25,  Cont.  bsnt.  vlt. 

Correspondence 

422.  LETTERS,  1897-1910.   3  vols. 

Carbon  copies  of  general  correspondence  \vitli  the  Comi.ionwealth,  shomng  date, 

name  of  addressee,  business  transacted,  and  name  of  controller.  Arr.  chron. 

by  date  of  letter,   llo  index.  Kdv/.,  l  :id  typed.  Aver.  485  pp.  12  x  10  x  2. 
Cont.  bsnt.  vlt. 


(Next  entry  423,  p*  169) 


XXII.  SIMING  FUND  COM.USSI0N 


The  Constitution  of  1874  provides  that  tho  debt  of  any  municipality  may 
never  exceed  scvxsn  per  ccntun  of  the  value  of  taxftblo  property  nor  nay  any  nuni- 
cipality  incur  any  now  debt  or  increase  its  indebtedness  to  an  anount  exceeding 
tvro  per  ccntun  of  such  assessed  vr.luation  of  property,  -without  the  assent  of  tho 
electors  at  a  public  election  (l)» 

The  funding  systcn,  as  a  device  to  meet  the  obligations  of  bonded  indebt- 
edness, was  inaugurated  in  England  in  1716  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole  for  tho  purpose 
of  reducing  tho  national  debt.  The  sinking  fund  set  aside  for  this  purpose  vms 
ultinately  diverted  fron  its  original  purpose,  whicli  led  to  the  establishncnt 
of  another  and  different  sinking  fund  by  Pitt  in  1786,  The  essential  feature  of 
Pitt»s  plan  was  the  appropriation  of  special  funds  out  of  surplus  revenues  to 
fom  a  sinlcing  fund,  and  the  appointnent  of  a  coianission  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt.  The  money  so  appropriated  'jvas  vested  in  this  body  whose  duty 
was  to  apply  the  some  in  the  purchase  of  stock  (2), 

The  sinking  fund  ■'.ms  frequently  of  value  to  the  cities  of  early  Pennsylvania 
(3),  In  the  counties  the  board  of  county  connissioncrs,  as  a  corporate  body, 
had  long-standing  power  to  issue  bonds  for  the  construction  of  public  buildings, 
roads,  and  bridges,  and  to  provide  for  the  ultir.iate  payment  of  funded  debts  (see 
Board  of  County  Commissioners), 

Tho  movement  to  establish  a  county  sinlcing  fvmd  commission  gained  impetus 
during  the  early  part  of  the  twentieth  century  vj-hen  legislation  vras  passed  for 
the  creation  of  this  cor.Tiission  in  the  larger  counties  in  1909  (4)  and  1911  (5). 

The  sinlcing  fund  commission  of  Luzerne  County  mot  for  the  first  time  on 
January  20,  1916,  It  is  composed  of  the  commissioners,  tho  controller,  and  tho 
treasurer,  who  serve  vri.thout  additional  compensation.  Meetings  are  not  hold 
regularly.  The  comr.iission  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  county  f\inds 
which  are  applied  to  paying  off  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  coxinty.  When 
money  is  not  ir.riediatoly  applicable  for  this  purpose,  the  cai.inission  may  make 
investments  in  such  bonds  as  are  designated  by  law,  or  deposit  the  funds  in 
banks  (6), 

The  sinking  fund  commission  must  annually  apply  all  interest  received  in 
such  fund  deposits,  all  interest  received  on  bonds  held  in  tho  sinlcing  fund,  and 
all  other  income,  if  any,  fron  tho  sinlcing  fund,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
anount  of  money  required  to  bo  paid  by  the  couiity  to  the  cajmiission  for  sinlcing 
fund  purposes  for  the  ensuing  year,  unless  such  income  is  necessary  for  tho  pur- 
pose of  having  adequate  funds  on  hand  to  pay  the  bonds  of  the  county  as  they 
nature  (7), 


1-  Const b.  Art,  IX  s  8.   2-  Encyclopedia  of  the  Laws  of  England,  London,  1897- 
1903,  IX,  55.   3-  Edward  P.  Allison  and  Boies  Penrose,  Philadelphia,  1681-1887, 
Philadelphia,  1887,  p.  121.   4-  1909  PL  100.   5-  1911  PL  895  s  1.   6-  1911  PL 
895  s  2;  1929  PL  1278  s  396.   7-  1911  PL  895  s  4  an.  1917  PL  1085  s  1;  1929  PL 
1278  s  397. 
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All  noneys  roooived  by  tho  connission  aro  iuncdictely  dopositod  in  one  or 
nore  banks  which  arc  knovm  as  coxmty  depositories.  Not  loss  than  two  per  centup 
interest  nay  bo  paid  on  daily  balancos  to  the  cQr.mission  for  the  use  of  those 
noneys  (8). 

Tho  sinking  fund  conriission  is  not  required  by  statute  to  keep  records  of 
its  activities.  The  ninutc  book  is  kept  as  a  natter  of  convenience  to  the  non- 
bors  of  the  sinking  fund  coitrdssion,  and  is  found  in  the  controller's  office. 
All  records  concerning  current  bond  issues  are  a  part  of  tho  ninutes  of  the  county 
connissioners.  The  sinlcing  fund  connission  is  tho  ultir.iate  depository  of  the 
coionty  bonds  listed  beloviT. 


423.  SINKING  FUND  COMMISSION  MINUTES,  1916—.   1  vol* 

Record  of  ninutes  of  sinl<:ing  fund  coi.mission  neetings,  shovdng  date  of  neeting, 
nones  of  nenbers  present,  details  of  financial  business  transacted,  and  signa- 
ture of  secretary  of  connission.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  neeting.  No  index. 
Typed  and  hdw.  350  pp.  11  x  9  x  1-|-.  Cent.  off.  safe. 

424.  BOND  REGISTER,  1893,  1913,  1915.  3  vols.  Title  varies:  Bond 
Book,  1893,  1  vol. 

Record  of  bonds  floated  by  county,  sho\Ting  dates  of  sale  and  issue,  name  and 
onount  of  issue,  rate  of  interest,  bond  no.,  value,  rane  of  pxirchaser,  dates  of 
paynent  of  interest  and  principal,  and  date  of  redenption.  Arr.  chron.  by  date 
of  issue.  No  index.  Hdw.  Aver.  150  pp.  14  x  8  x  §.  1893,  1  vol.,  cont.  bsnt. 
vlt.j  1913,  1915,  2  vols.,  cont.  off. 

425.  FUNDING  BONDS,  1909.   2  vols. 

Original  bonds  ^vlth  returned  coupons  issued  by  county.  Bonds  show  no.,  value, 
dates  of  issue  and  naturity,  rate  of  interest,  date  interest  due,  total  nunber 
of  bonds  issued,  total  value,  terns  and  conditions,  county  seal  and  signatures 
of  conr.iissioners,  connissioners'  clerk,  and  controller.  Coupons  show  bond  and 
coupon  nos.,  value,  dates  due  and  redeened,  and  signatures  of  conr.iissioners  and 
controller.  Arr.  nur.i.  by  bond  no.  No  index.  Ptd.  Aver.  400  pp.  19  x  13  x  5. 
Cont.  bsnt.  vlt. 

426.  COURT  HOUSE  AlTD  PRISON  BONDS,  1907,  2  vols. 

Original  bonds  and  returned  coupons  issued  for  the  building  of  the  county  court- 
house and  prison.  Bonds  show  no.,  value,  dates  of  issue  and  natvirity,  rate  of 
interest,  date  interest  duo,  total  nunber  of  bonds  issued,  total  vr.lue,  terns 
and  conditions,  county  seal  and  signatures  of  coni-.iiGsioners,  conraissioners'  clerk, 
and  controller.  Coupons  show  bond  and  coupon  nos.,  value,  dates  due  and  re- 
deened, and  signatures  of  connissioners  and  controller,  /orr.  nun.  by  bond  no. 
No  index.  Ptd.  Aver.  400  pp.  19  x  13  x  5.  Cont.  bsnt.  vlt. 


8-  1911  PL  895  s  7;  1929  PL  1278  s  401, 


(427) 


XXIII.   SALARY  BOARD 


Prior  to  the  creation  of  the  salary  board,  county  officers  hired  as  many 
employees  as  they  deemed  advisable^  The  salaries  of  these  employees  were  paid 
from  fees  collected  by  the  office  and  were  contingent  upon  the  amount  collected. 
The  salary  board  in  Luzerne  County  was  set  up  in  December  1876,  following  legis- 
lation providing  for  the  establishment  of  such  boards  in  counties  with  a  popula- 
tion of  150,000  or  more  (1).   The  board  of  the  controller  and  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  J  determines  the  number  and  compensation  of  employe-Bs  of  the  various 
offices  of  the  county  government  not  fixed  by  statute,  Yifhen  consic'.ering  the  num- 
ber and  compensation  of  employees  in  a  certain  office,  the  salary  board  includes 
the  head  of  the  particular  office  under  consideration.  Any  officer  who  feels 
aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  the  board  may  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
whose  decision  is  final. 

The  salary  board  meets  in  the  office  of  the  county  commissioners  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  courthouse.  The  members  receive  no  additional  salary  for 
serving  on  the  salary  board,  but  are  furnished  with  all  necessary  supplies  by 
the  county.  Tho  board  must  keep  a  minute  book  of  its  proceedings. 


427.  SALARY  BOARD  MILIUTES,,  1879-1915,  1930—.   3  vols.   Title  wries: 
Luzerne  Coimty  Sclary  Board  Minutes,  1879-1915,  1  vol. 
Shows  date  and  place  of  meeting,  nature  of  business  transacted  and  signature  of 
secretary.  Arr,  chron.  by  date  of  meeting.   No  index.   Hdw.,  1879-1915,  1  vol.j 
typed,  1930—,  2  vols.  Aver.  300  pp.  12  x  9  x  2.   1879-1915,  1  vol.,  comms. 
bsmt.  vlt.i  1930 — ,  2  vols.,  cont.  off.  safe. 


1-  1876  PL  13  s  7  rep.  1879  PL  72  s  1,  but  the  repealing  section  was  itself 
rep,  1883  PL  182  s  1,  except  insofar  as  tho  same  applies  to  cities  of  the  first 
class;  1929  PL  1278  s  301;  1931  PL  401  s  1. 
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(Next  entry  428,  p.  17 5] 


XXIV.  REGISTRATIOE  COMISSION 


A  recent  development  in  county  government  is  the  establishment  of  permanent 
registration  as  a  means  of  identifying  voters  (l)«  County  supervision  of  this 
function  -vvus  instituted  in  third  class  cities  of  all  countief;  in  1935,  and  ex- 
tended to  townships  and  boroughs  in  1937  by  legislative  action  (2).  From  1913 
to  1935  annual  personal  registration  wr.s  required  in  the  third  class  cities. 
Registry  books,  however,  were  placed  in  the  custody  of  local  registration  commis- 
sioners, and  not  the  county  authorities  (3),  Under  the  new  system,  a  voter  need 
not  register  each  year  if  he  remains  in  the  same  election  district.  His  name 
remains  on  the  permanent  list  of  voters  once  it  is  placed  there.  At  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  enforcement  of  this  new  law,  a  general  registration  of  all  voters  was 
made.  Voters  wore  required  to  appear  before  registrars  and  fill  out  cards.  Now 
voters  in  the  district  are  required  to  register  on  occasion,  but  once  registered 
they  may  vote  until  they  novo  from  the  election  district.  The  three  co\inty 
commissioners  have  jurisdiction  over  the  registration  of  electors  of  third  class 
cities  (4),  boroughs,  and  tovmships  (5).  They  act  as  a  registration  commission, 
and  are  required  to  keep  a  record  of  all  proceedings  in  a  permanent  form  (6)» 
The  county  commissioners  ex-officio  comprise  this  board,  and  servo  without  extra 
salary. 

The  commission  possesses  adiainistrativc  and  quasi-judicial  powers.   It 
governs  the  public  sessions  of  the  comnissionj  corrects  irregularities  in  regis- 
tration, and  cancels  the  registration  of  any  person  improperly  registered;  en- 
forces regulations,  subpoenas  and  examines  witnesses;  and  may  require  the  pro- 
duction of  relevant  books  and  papers  (7);  appoints  registrars,  clorks,  and  in- 
spectors of  registration;  lias  custody  of  the  registration  lists  (8). 

For  purpose  of  registering  the  electors,  the  conr.iission  must  prepare  regis- 
tration cards,  serially  numbered,  in  duplicate,  together  with  affidavits.  Each 
card  must  be  of  uniform  size,  printed,  to  be  filled  out  by  the  applicant  (9). 
The  commission  must  provide  binders  for  filing  and  indexing  the  cards.  The 
binders  must  be  locked,  and  the  keys  retained  by  the  commission,  which  is  re- 
quired to  keep  a  record  of  the  serial  number  of  the  cards  issued  to  the  regis- 
trars (10). 


1-  For  an  historical  and  analytical  discussion  of  this  phase  of  government 
see  Joseph  P»  Hr.rris,  Registration  of  Voters  in  the  United  States,  Brookings  In- 
stitution, Washington,  1929.   2-  1935  PL  478  No.  195;  1937  PL  849.   3-  Edward 
Bates  Logan,  Supervision  of  the  Conduct  of  Elections  and  Returns  v/ith  Special 
Roference  to  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster,  1927,  pp.  26,  92.  4-  1935  PL  478  No.  195 
s  3;  1937  PL  849  s  4  (a).   5-  1937  PL  487  s  3  (a).  6-  1935  PL  476  No.  195  s  3; 
1937  PL  849  s  4  (c);  1937  PL  487  s  3  (d).   7-  1935  PL  487  No.  195  s  4  (a)  (1) 
(b)  (c);  1937  PL  849  s  5  (a)  (1)  (b)  (c);  1937  PL  487  s  4  {t)   (l)  (b)  (c).   8- 
1935  PL  478  No.  195  s  5  (b);  1937  PL  849  s  6  (b);  1937  PL  487  s  5  (b).   9-  1935 
PL  478  No.  195  s  14  (a)  (c);  1937  PL  849  s  18  (a)  (c);  1937  PL  487  s  17  (a)  (c). 
10-  1937  PL  849  s  18  (c);  1037  PL  487  s  17  (c). 
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The  applicant  is  required  by  oath  to  subscribe  to  the  registration  affi- 
davit on  both  copies  of  the  registration  card.  The  duplicate  registration  cards 
for  boroughs,  toivnships,  and  cities  nust  be  placed  in  alphabetical  order  and  in- 
dexed, and  kept  in  the  coinnission's  office.   These  cards  constitute  the  "General 
Register"  (11).  The  original  registration  cards  nust  be  filed  by  election  dis- 
tricts in  alphabetical  order.  These  cards  constitute  the  "District  Register", 
which  nust  likewise  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  cctnnission  (12).- 

The  registrar  of  vital  statistics  is  required  to  report  weekly  the  deaths 
of  residents  in  his  district  to  the  registration  cormission  (13),  which  nust 
then  cancel  the  registration  of  the  elector  so  reported.  Municipal  departments 
and  public  utility  corporations  furnishing  electricity,  gas,  water,  or  stean  to 
householders  are  required  to  report  at  least  once  a  nonth  to  the  connission  all 
cases  of  discontinuance  of  their  service.  Real  estate  brokers  and  rental  agents 
nust  also,  upon  request,  record  the  names  of  tenants  who  have  noved  fron  property 
managed  by  then  (14). 

The  connission  nay  at  any  tine  verify  the  registration  of  an  elector*  For 
this  purpose  it  nay  designate  an  inspector,  who  must  make  a  record  of  the  name 
and  address  of  each  person,  who  is  not  foiind  at  the  address  at  which  ho  is  regis- 
tered (15). 

Three  months  after  each  municipal  election  and  seven  months  after  each 
general  election,  the  comiission  is  required  to  prepare  a  preliminary  street 
list  of  the  nones  and  addresses  of  registered  electors  arranged  by  streets  and 
house  n\inbers»  The  commission  nust  noke  copies  of  those  lists,  and  distribute 
then  anong  election  inspectors  and  other  officials  (16). 

Not  later  than  noon  of  the  third  day  preceding  an  election  or  prit.iai^y  the 
commission  must  correct  the  district  registers,  and  deliver  then  to  the  election 
officers.  Upon  delivery,  the  district  registers  r.iust  be  in  binders  so  construct- 
ed and  locked  that  the  nanc,  address,  voting  record,  and  other  data  nay  be  visi- 
ble. On  the  binders  should  be  printed  "District  Register  of  Voters"  (17). 

As  each  voter  qualifies  and  votes,  the  election  officer  writes  or  stanps 
in  the  district  register  the  date  of  election  or  prir.iary,  the  nunbor  of  the  ballot 
stub  issued  to  hin,  or  his  nunbor  in  the  order  of  adr.iission  to  the  voting  nachinesj 
and  at  the  primaries,  a  letter  designating  the  party  in  whose  primary  he  votes. 
After  the  polls  are  closed,  the  nanes  of  the  electors  of  the  district  register 
narked  as  having  voted  arc  ini.iediately  counted,  and  the  result  conparod  with  the 
nuraber  of  persons  voting,  as  shovm  by  the  voting  check  list.  The  district  regis- 
ter and  voting  chock  list  arc  then  returned  to  the  dustody  of  the  registration 


11-  1935  PL  478  No.  195  s  21 j  1937  PL  849  s  26;  1937  PL  487  s  24.   12-  1935 
PL  478  No.  195  s  22;  1937  PL  849  s  26;  1937  PL  487  s  25.   13-  1935  PL  478  Ho.  195 
s  26;  1937  PL  849  s  30  (a);  1937  PL  487  s  29  (a).   14-  1937  PL  849  s  30  (c);  1937 
PL  487  s  29  (c).   15-  1935  PL  478  No.  195  s  28  (a);  1937  PL  849  s  32;  1937  PL  487 
s  31.   16-  1937  PL  849  s  33  (b)  (c);  1937  PL  487  s  32  (b)  (c).   17-  1935  PL  478  No. 
195  s  31  (a)  (b)  an,  1937  PL  849  s  36  (a)  (b);  1937  PL  482  s  35  (a)  (b). 
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connission  by  the  judge  of  election  (18) < 

The  records  of  the  registration  corjiission  r.rc  kept  in  the  office  bf  the 
connission  in  the  bascncnt  of  the  covirthousc. 


428,  ORIGINAL  REGISTRY  LIST,  1055-36.   554  vols,  (boroughs  and  town- 
ships). 
Register  of  qualified  voters,  sho-v.dng  date,  ncxic,  address,  whether  householder, 
lodger,  or  boarder,  political  party  preference,  occupation,  citizenship,  color, 
age,  sex,  physical  description,  length  of  residence  in  division,  and  if  regis- 
tering for  first  tine,  narie  and  address  of  knoi-m  voter  sponsoring  applicant. 
Arr.  alph.  by  nanc  of  voter.  No  index.  Hdv/.  on  ptd.  fn.  Aver.  50  pp.  B-f  x  11 
X  1. 

420.  REGISTRATIOII  C/JIDS,  103Y~.   70,000  cards.  Pcnianont  containers 
not  yet  supplied. 
Card  record  of  registered  voters,  shovri.ng  nane  of  r.umicipality,  serial  no., 
voter's  nane,  address,  vmrd  and  district  nos.,  occupation,  length  of  residence 
in  election  district,  place  of  last  registration,  sex,  color,  physical  description, 
naturalization  certificate  no.,  derivative  nr.turalization,  if  help  is  needed  in 
voting,  political  party  for  prinary  vote,  signature  or  nark  of  voter,  and  signa- 
ture of  registrar.  Arr.  alph.  by  nr.ne  of  nvinicipality  and  nun.  by  \'Kird  and 
dist.  nos.  No  index.  Hdiv.  on  ptd.  fn.   5x8. 


18-  1035  PL  478  No.  105  s  32  (g);  1037  PL  840  s  37  (g);  1037  PL  487  s  36  (g). 
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XXV.    cou:tty  rasiD  of  ei^ections 

The  su^icrvisi  jn  :>f   tlccti  :)ns  by  county  3fficials  vrns,  until  1937,  '•'ivi'-'cr' 
among  four  nuthoritios,  the  bo^rr"  jf  county  c onrni s s i one rs ,  the  sheriff,  the 
court  of  comnon  ^-Icas,  nn',"  the  court  of  qurirtor  sessions  ns  ^  rovi''''.c-''  in  nuner- 
ous  election  lows  "".nd  codes  enncted  since  1799  (l).   The  board  :>£   county  cora- 
nissioners  was  required  to  receive  nomination  ^^jetitions,  and  furnish  all  ma- 
terials needed  for  elections.   In  case  Df  an  election  of  county  commissioners 
and  in  the  primaries,  returns  were  sent  to  the  county  commissioners.   In  case 
of  a  general  or  municipal  election  the  returns  were  sent  to  the  prothonotary  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas.   The  county  commissioners  were  required  to  com.^ute 
and  certify  the  returns  of  elections  for  county  commissioners  and  of   primary 
elections.   The  sheriff  received  official  lists  ^f   candidates,  returns  of  e lec- 
tions,%  and  f  ave  notice  of  new  elections  in  case  an  election  ivas  declared  void  (2). 
The  court  of  common  pleas  was  empowered  to  aj..point  overseers  of  elections  up^n 
receipt  of  a  petition  from  the  citizens  of  an  election  district,  an'^.  to  compute 
and  certify  returns  for  the  (general  and  municipal  elections.   The  court  of  quarter 
sessions  determined  election  districts  (3). 

The  county  board  of  elections  vras  created  in  1937,  to  have  jurisdiction 
over  the  conduct  of  all  primaries  and  elections  (4).   The  act  codified  existing 
election  laws,  making  few  im.portant  changes  except  in  the  administration  of 
election  procedure  and  in  the  keeping;  of  the  records  pertaining  thereto*  The 
county  board  of  elections  consists  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  (5), 
The  board  meets  in  the  office  of  the  county  commissioners  on  the  first  floor  of 
the  courthouse.   The  county  commissioners  receive  no  ad;''itional  salnry  for  serv- 
ing on  the  board  of  elections,  but  are  furnished  vdth  supplies  by  the  county. 

iill  actions  of  the  borrd  must  be  ^'ecidod  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  mem.bers 
(6).   They  may  m.ake  regulations  to  govern  their  ^  ublic  sessions  in  natters  re- 
lating to  the  ar^ministration  and  conduct  of  their  affairs;  issue  subpoenas;  com- 
pel the  production  of  evidence;  fix  the  tine  an-^.  ,.lace  for  hearinp.s;  administer 
oaths  (7). 

The  j-.owers  and  duti-^s  of  the  board  include  the  follovring.   They  must  in- 
vestigate and  report  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  their  recomraendations  on 


1-  For  a  history  of  legislation  pertaining^  to  elections  see  Edvrard  Bates 
Logan,  Su^^ervision  of  the  Conduct  of  Elections  and  Returns  with  Special  Kofer- 
ence  to  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster,  1^27,  chapter  I,  and  James  H.  V/allacc,  Jr., 
"remanent  Kegisbration  and  County  Llection  Code,"  I  c port  of  the  Fifty-first 
Annual  Convention  of  the  lennsylvania  State  Association  of  County  Commissioners, 
Y/illiamsport,  1937,  pp.  3-7.   2-  1799,  3  3m  L  3-iO  s  13;  1874  IL  31  s  13;  1874 
PL  208  s  37;  1893  FL  417  s  9;  1897  "L  223  s  5;  1899  PL  127  s  1^  1903  PL  338  s  1; 
1909  PL  425  s  Ij  1923  PL  267  No.  171  s  1;  1925  FL  103  s  1  re;..  1937  PL  1333  s 
1901.   3-  Logan,  op.  cit..  pp.  45-58.   4-  1937  PL  1333.   5-  Ibid.,  s  301.   6- 
Ibid. ,  s  303.   7-  Ibid.,  s  304. 
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all  ijetitions  presented  tj   the  court  for  any  change  of  election  districts,  and 
present  petitions  for  such  ch'5n(_,es  in  proper  cases;  select  and  equip  pollinc 
placcs;  purchase  and  maintain  equi-ncnt  an:'  su^.plics;  appoint  employees,  voting 
machine  custodians,  and  machine  inspectors;  issue  certificates  of  appointment 
to  watchers;  make  all  rules  for  the  guidance  of  voting:  machine  custodians,  elec- 
tion officers,  and  electors;  instruct  election  officers  in  their  duties,  and  in- 
spect the  conduct  of  .primaries  and  elections;  pre.are  and  publish  all  notices; 
investigate  election  frauds  and  illegalities,  and  report  all  suspicious  circum- 
stances to  the  district  attorney;  receive  and  determine  the  sufficiency  of  nomina- 
tion petitions,  certificates,  and  other  papers  required  to  be  filed  with  the 
board;  receive  returns  from  district  election  officers,  compute  them,  an-^  certi- 
fy the  results  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth;  publicly  ann:)unce  results 
of  elections,  and  post  and  issue  certificates  of  election  to  successful  candi- 
dates; prepare  and  submit  nn  annual  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  the  number  of  electors  re-istered;  annually  prepore  r.n-^  submit  t  :>   the  apprj- 
priate  authorities  an  estimate  of  the  cost  .:>£   primaries,  elections,  and  ex"enses 
of  the  board  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year;  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law  (S). 

All  documents  and,  records  in  the  custody  jf  the  board,  excepjt  the  contents 
of  voting  machines  and  ballot  bjxes  and  recrds  of  assisted  voters,  are  open  to 
public  inspection,  and  are  preserved  for  at  least  eleven  months  (9). 

Records  found  in  this  office  antedating  the  establishment  of  the  county 
board  of  elections  formerly  belon{\-ed  to  the  county  oor,^missioners,  the  clerk  of 
courts,  the  prothonotary,  and  the  sheriff. 


Returns 
(See  also  entries  179,  213,  214,  41-1,  428,  429) 

430.  LL3;CTI0F  ifLCORDS,  1573-92.   2  vols.   1GQ3-1930  in  Llection 
Returns,  entry  431. 

Frothonotary's  record  of  all  election  returns,  showing  names  of  candidates, 
office  soup-ht,  number  of  votes  cast  by  election  districts,  certification  by 
prothonotary,  judges, and  jud^-e  of  elections.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   No 
index.   Hdw.   Aver.  202  pp.  18  x  13  x  2.   Froth,  off. 

431.  LL::CTI0N  K1.TURNS,  1678-1930.   10  vols.  (I-IO),  1931—  in  Record 
of  General  Elections,  entry  432,  and  Llection  Returns  (Tovmships 
and  Boroufhs),  entry  433. 

Clerk  of  courts'  record  of  official  election  returns  received  from  prothonotary, 
showing  date  of  election,  name  of  municipality,  candidates,  office  sought,  and 
number  of  votes  receive!.  Also  contains:   Llection  Records,  1893-1930,  entry 
430.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipality.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver. 
300  pp.  18  X  18  X  2.   1878-1924,  vols.  1-9,  elk.  of  cts.  bsiat.  vlt.;  1924-30, 
vol.  10.  elk.  of  cts.  off. 


6-  Ibid.,  s  302.   9-  Ibid.,  s  306. 


C:>unty  B^ard  of  Llections  -  I^xpense  Accounts;  (432-438) 

retitioiis 


432.  }J,CORD  OF  GLNLIa'iL  LLI.CTIONS,  1920—.   1  vol. 

Clerk  of  courts'  record  of  ^'cneral  election  returns,  coirij^ilcd  from  entry  435, 
showing;  date  of  election,  names  of  c&rididctos,  i-orty  affilir-.tion,  election  dis- 
tricts, and  total  number  of  votes  received.   Also  contains  t   Election  netums, 
1930 — ,  entry  431.   Art*,  chron.  by  date  of  election.   No  index.   Hdw.   200  pp. 
19g-  X  46|-  X  3.   Off.  of  secty.  to  the  judges. 

433.  LLLCTIOK  AETURN3  (Tovmships  and  Borou.-hs),  1931—.   1  vol. 

Clerk  of  courts'  record  of  elections  in  boroughs  and  tovmships  compiled  from 
entry  435,  lb7G-1930  in  Uecti^n  r:etums,  entry  431,  showin;^  name  of  municipality 
vrard,  and  district,  names  of  candidates,  office  sought,  and  total  number  of  votes 
received,   ^.^rr.  chroa,  by  date  of  election,  and  alph.  by  nrme  of  municii..ality. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  jf  municipality.   Hdv/.  on  ptd.  fm.   378  -p.   19|-  x  26|-  x  3. 
Off.  of  secty.  to  the  judges. 

434.  rd,CO:D  OF  ri;i:iL\I.Y  LLLCTIOIIS,  LUZLLNL  COUNTY,  1907-13.   1  vol.  and 
duplicate  set  of  2  vols.   (1907-11). 

Record  of  votes  cast  in  primary  elections,  shovang  date  of  election,  names  if 
candidates,  office  sought,  prrty  affiliation,  legislative  district  no.,  number 
of  votes  received  by  legislative  districts,  n^me  of  clerk  computing  the  returns, 
and  affidavit  by  commissioners  guarantt^eing  count.   Arr.  num.  by  legislative 
dist.  no.  and  chron.  by  date  of  election.   No  index.   Hdw.   Aver.  300  pp. 
19  X  31  X  2|.   Comms.  bsmt.  vlt, 

435.  ELECTION  TABULATION  Sh'EIT,  1930.   17  ..-.pers  in  1  bdl. 

Record  of  votes  cast,  shov.dng  names  of  candidates,  office  sought,  number  of  votes 
received.   Recorded  in  entries  432  and  433  and  destroyed.   Arr.  chron.  by  date 
filed.   No  index.   Hdv;.  on  ptd.  fm.   22  x  24  x  l/8.   Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

Expense  Acciunts 

436.  ELL,CTION  '.JiY^HSES,    1925—.   9,000  papers  in  35  f.b.  Prior  records 
destroyed. 

Exi^-ense  accounts  filed  by  candidates  for  office,  with  the  clerk  of  courts,  shoxv- 
ing  date  of  olocti^n,  name  and  address  of  candidate,  office  sought,  itemized 
record  of  receipts  and  expenses,  and  date  filed.   Attached  are  receipts  for  dis- 
bursements made,  showing  item  of  expense,  dnte,  amount,  and  name  of  payee.   Arr. 
chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Typed  on  ptd.  fm.   IO5  x  4|  x  15.   1925-33, 
28  f.b.,  elk.  of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt.;  1934—,  7  f.b.,  elk.  if   cts.  off.  safe. 

437.  CANDIDATES'  LXrENGE  ACCOUNTS,  1907-14.   1  vol.   Discontinued. 
Record  of  expenses  incurred  by  candidates  for  election  to  office,  shomng 
account  no.,  date  of  election,  name  of  candidate,  office  sought,  date  of  filing 
account  and  amount  ex^jended.   Arr.  num.  by  account  no.   Indexed  alph,  by  name 
of  candidate.   Hdvj-.  on  ptd.  fm.   650  pp.  18  x  2  x  3.   Clk.  of  cts.  bsmt.  vlt. 

Fctitions 
(See  also  entries  213,  214) 

438.  lETITIONS  FOR  NOMBEJIONS  FOR  T0^:%SHIFS,  1935—.   1  vol. 
Records  destroyed  every  two  yccrs. 

Record  of  nomination  petitions  filed  v/ith  the  county  commissioners,  showing  name. 
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address,  and  occupation  of  candidate,  ^fficu  sou^.-ht,  date  of  filing  ;-.etitiDn, 
and  position  on  ballot.  Arr.  chron.  by  n"ne  of  nunicii.\"lity  and  num.  by  ward 
nos.   No  index.   Hdv/.   900  p;;.  16  x  14  x  6.  C^mns.    bsnt.  vlt. 

439.  ITTITIOKS  FOR  N^Sv^INATIONS  FOL  BOKOUGHS,  1913,  1935—.  2  vols. 
Except  1913,  records  destroyed  every  two  yeo.rs.  Title  virics  : 
ietitions  for  Borou-h  Offices,  1913,  1  vol. 

Record  of  nomination  petitions  filed  v.dth  the  county  comnissioners,  showing  name, 
address,  and  occupation  of  candidate,  office  soufht,  date  of  filin>~  petition, 
and  position  on  ballot,   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipality  and  num.  by  irard  nos. 
1913  indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  name  of  boro,   1935 — .  not  indexed.   Hdw. 
Aver.  600  pp.  15  x  11  x  3.  Comms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

440.  FLTITIONS  FOR  NOMINATIONS  FOR  CITIES  /i!B  COWITY,  1913,  1935—. 
2  vols.  Except  1913,  records  destroyed  every  2  years.  Title 
varies:   lotitions  for  County  vnd   City  Offices,  1913,  1  vol. 

Record  3f  nomination  petitions  filed  with  the  county  commissioners,  showin^^ 
name,  address,  and  occupation  of  candidate,  office  sou^;;ht,  date  of  filing  peti- 
tion, and  position  on  bo  Hot.   Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  municipality  and  num.  by 
ward  nos.  1913  indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  name  of  municipality,   1935 — . 
not  indexed,   Hdw,   Aver.  600  pp.  15  x  11  x  3.   Gomms.  bsmt.  vlt. 

441.  TETITIONS  FOR  CjUKTY  COMITTEEMLN,  1930,  1936—,   2  vols.  Except 
1930,  records  destroyed  every  2  years. 

Record  of  petitions  filed  by  citizens  seokinp';  offices  of  committeemen,  shovdn,'- 
name  of  municipality,  party  affiliation,  file  n:),,   date  received,  name  of  peti- 
tioner, district  of  committeeman's  jurisdiction,  and  initials  of  person  receiv- 
ing petition.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  municipality  and  chron.  by  date  received. 
No  index.   Hdw.   Aver.   600  pp.  13  x  11  x  2.   Conns,  bsmt.  vlt. 


-  178  - 

(Nexf  en^iy  442;,  p.,^18Qt) 


XXVI  *   C OUFTY  .  SUP" i;  li  fTEITEIT  ' OE   SCHOOLS 


As  for  bciclc  as  1773,  Connecticut  settlers  in  the  Wyominr;  Valley  c'evcloped 
Q  system  Df  free  ^.ublic  schools.   In  that  ycor  the  citizens  votefl  to  levy  r\ 
tax  for  the  su.'^jort  ;)f  a  school  in  each  tji'rnshi;:.  or.   lanr^.  aj_/^.r-->priate:l  by  the 
Susquehanna  CoiHjjany  tj  the  t^v.-r^shij.  f^r  e-''ucati  Dnol  j^^uri^ses.   Viher.  the  juris- 
diction of  Connecticut  cer.se.'',  in  1782  the  tracts  of  Ian.:'  were  sjIc*,  and  the 
^:.roceods  added  to  the  t ovnishi^.  funds  (l).   Petweon  17o2  and  1621  there  was  no 
concerted  effort  to  brinjj  about  a  ;..ublic  school  system  in  Tennsylvania  excejit 
an  act  passed  in  1802  wi-iich  provided  that  children  of  paupers  be  educated  in 
private  schools  at  public  eXi-cnso  (2),  and  ai-  act  passed  in  1809  which  provided 
that  teachers  ii  private  and  sectarian  schools  be  rerauneratcd  for  instructinj-^ 
such  children  (3). 

Friin  1821  and  1S34  there  was  a  noticeable  prowth  in  educational  activity 
which  culminated  in  the  Free  Ichool  Act  of  1834,  bolstered  against  repeal  in 
1635,  and  incorp-jrated  into  the  first  Pennsylvania  -"Jchool  Code  of  1836  (3). 
In  1834  Luzerne  County  v  ited  to  acceit  the  j^  revisions  of  the  Free  School  Act 
by  levyin,:  a  school  tf,x  equal  ti  the  sum  a^.- ropriatod  by  the  State  ti  the 
county  (4). 

Trior  fcj  1854  widely  diversified  views  if   education  prevailed  throughout 
the  State  since  the  public  school  system  was  intensely  local.   Local  boards  of 
school  directors  in  the  tov.Tishipg,  borourhs,  and  cities  controlled  the  actual 
vrark  of  the  schools.   Althoujjh  a  State  Superintendent  iwa.s  provided  f  jr,  his 
duties  were  largely  clerical,  and  ho  exercised,  little  or  no   supervisory  control 
over  local  units  (5).   In  1854  the  office  ,^f  c  lunty  superintendent  of  schools 
v/as  created  by  statute  as  an  intermediary  between  the  State  and  sll  local  units. 
He  was  chosen  by  all  school  directors  in  the  county  for  a  three-year  term  (6). 
He  was  directly  reSj^.onsible  to  the  local  b:)ards  of  schDol  directors  for  carry- 
ing; out  their  education  ideas.   On  the  othi;  r  hand  he  v/as  an  apcnt  .if  the  State 
em^^-owered  to  exorcise  definite  lepal  authority  over  thjsc  who  had  chjsen  him  (7). 

In  1911  vAi^n   school  districts  v,ierc  classified  accordinf,  t.o  populoti  on  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  county  superintendent  ef  schools  was  limited  to  those  of  a 
certain  class.   Districts  havinp  a  po^.ulation  of  500,000  or  more  are  districts 
of  the  first  class;  those  havinr  a  population  of  30,000  to  500,000  are  districts 
of  the  second  class;  those  havinp'  a  population  of  5,000  to  30,000  are  districts 
of  the  third  class:  and  those  having,  a  population  less  than  5,000  are  school 
districts  of  the  fourth  class  (8). 

1-  Stewart  xoarce,  Anj.als  jf  Luzerne  County,  Philadelphia,  1866,  ,.    262. 
2-  Joseph  J.  KcCadden,"  Education  in  rcnns^'lvania,  1801-1855,  and  Its  Debt  to 
Robert  Vaux,  1  hiladelphia,  1937,  ,..  IG.   3-  Ibid.,  p.  112.   4-  I'earce,  op.  cit., 


p.  262.   5-  Louise  G.  and  Matthew  John  VJalsh,  History  and  Orp-anization  of  Edu- 
cation in  Jennsylvania,  Indiana,  ( 1 ennsylvania),  1S30,  ,.  176.   6-  1854  PL  617 
s  37.   7-  ■'.Valsh,  o,-.  cit.,  ^.  176.   8-  Jacob  Tanpcr  and  Harold  F.  Alderfer, 
rennsylvania  Govcrn-aent,  State  and  Local,  'larrisburg,  1933,  p.  276. 


Co-unty  Superintendent  of  Schools  (Next  entry  442,  p.  180) 

In  all  but  first  class  school  districts  the  charge  of  affairs  is  vested  in  a 
board  of  school  directors  elected  by  the  pecple  for  a  six-year  term.  A  dis- 
trict superintendent  must  be  chosen  by  the  board  in  every  district  of  the  first 
and  second  classj  and  may  be  chosen  in  districts  of  the  third  class.  The 
directors  of  third  and  fourth  class  districts  having  nj  district  superintendent 
may  elect  a  supervising  principal  (9).   Those  third  class  districts  not  elect- 
ing a  district  superintendent  and  all  f-urth  class  school  districts  are  under 
the  direct  supervision  of  the  county  superintendent.  Districts  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  district  superintendents  are  in  no  vra.y  super^/ised  by  the  county 
superintendent.   In  Luzerne  County  there  are  no  first  class  districts,  t\-ro 
second  class  districts,  t\Tenty-two  third  class  districts,  and  forty-six  fourth 
class  districts.   Of  these,  thirteen  third  class  districts  and  all  fourth  class 
districts  arc  under  the  supervision  of  the  county  superintendent  (10). 

The  county  superintendent  of  schools  is  nov;  elected  for  a  four  year  term 
by  a  majority  vote  of  all  school  directors  of  the  coimty  in  con-'/ention  except 
those  of  districts  having  superintendents.  He  receives  his  salary  from  the 
state  (11),  and  his  office  is  supplied  by  the  county  commlssionors  (12).  He  is 
authorized  to  nominate  assistants  (13)  of  which  there  are  four  in  Luzerne 
Comity. 

The  county  superintendent  must  hold  a  diploma  from  an  institution  approved 
by  the  State  Council  of  Education,  have  liad  six  years  successful  teaching  ex- 
perience, not  loss  than  throe  of  which  liave  been  in  a  supervisory  capacity, 
and  must  have  completed  an  approved  graduate  course  in  education  (14).  He  re- 
ceives a  commission  (15)  from  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instj-uction 
with  viham.   he  must  file  his  oath  of  office  (16).  Tlic  superintendent  must  by  ad- 
vertisement notify  the  boards  of  school  directors  of  the  election  of  his  suc- 
cessor (17). 

In  1037  there  wr.s  created,  xnider  the  svipcrvisicn  of  the  county  superinten- 
dent, a  coimty  board  of  school  directors  consisting  of  five  school  directors 
from  the  several  school  districts  in  the  county,  v/ho  are  elected  at  the  annual 
convention  of  school  directors  (18).  The  superintendent  is  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  this  board  and  ex-officio  a  member  of  all  committees. 

The  superintendent  or  his  assistants  must  visit  the  schools  under  his 
super-'/ision  as  often  as  is  practicable,  note  the  methods  of  instruction,  the 
branches  taught,  and  give  necessary  directions  in  the  methods  of  teaching. 
Ho  must  report  deficiencies  to  the  proper  boards  of  directors  (10),  inspect 
school  grounds,  buildings,  and  equipment  and  report  violations  regarding  sani- 
tation and  other  conditions  to  the  district  directors  (20). 


0-  Walsh,  op.  cit.,  p.  364.  10-  Luzerne  County  School  Directory,  Wilkes- 
Barre,  1037.  11-  1011  PL  300  s  1121;  1915  PL  193  s  1;  1917  PL  737  s  1;  1919 
PL  300  5  1;  1933  PL  1072  s  1.  12-  1911  PL  300  s  1125;  1913  PL  129  s  1.  13- 
1911  PL  309  s  1126;  1920  PL  1078  si.  14-  1911  PL  309  s  1103;  1921  PL  328  s 
2;  1931  PL  243  s  22.  15-  1911  PL  309  s  1110,  1111.  16-  1911  PL  309  s  1146. 
17-  1011  PL  300  5  1106.  13-  1911  PL  309  s  809  added  1937  PL  605  s  6.  19-  1911 
PL  309  s  1123,   20-  Ibid.^  s  1124. 
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He  is  required  to  issue  provisional  (21)  and  professional  (22)  teachers' 
certificates  and  may  also  endorse  and  validate  in  the  districts  under  his  super- 
vision professional  certificates  isnued  by  another  superintendent  of  schools  of 
the  Commonw-calth  (23).   The  superintendent  must  keep  oxaniination  papers  upon 
which  professional  oertificatos  arc  issued,  for  not  less  tlian  tliree  years  (24); 
a  record  of  all  provisional  and  professional  certificates  issued,  or  endorsed  by 
him;  a  record  of  all  other  certificates  hold  by  teachers  in  the  schools  within 
his  jurisdiction  (25). 

He  must  sign  the  annual  budgets  and  financial  reports  of  the  school  dis- 
tricts, which  are  certified  and  fonvardod  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. He  funaishes  all  reports  required  by  the  county  board  of  school  directors 
and  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  (26). 

All  records  of  the  superintendent  are  kept  in  his  office  in  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  Deposit  and  Savings  Banlc  Building.  No  records  of  the  county  superintendent 
vrere  fovuad  prior  to  1922  except  teachers'  record  cards.  Except  for  the  personnel 
records,  all  records  listed  are  copies  of  reports  made  to  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Instruction. 


Personnel 

442.  LUZERlffi  COUIITY  TEACHER'S  RECORD  CARD  (Active  File),  Sept. 
1034--.   1,700  cards  in  40  trays  (A-Z  by  contained  letters  of 
alphabet). 

Educational,  certification,  and  experience  records  of  teachers  employed  by  the 
county.  Educational  record  shows  name,  permanent  and  local  address  of  teacher, 
date  of  birth,  names  and  addresses  of  institutions  attended,  dates  of  attendance, 
naturo  of  course  and  degrees;  certification  record  shows  kind  and  no.  of  certi- 
ficate, dates  issued  and  made  peraianent,  and  subject  on  certificate;  experience 
record  shows  dates,  names  of  districts,  and  positions  held,  grade  subjects 
taught,  yearly  salary,  date  registered  and  signature  of  teacher.  Wnon   teacher  is 
no  longer  employed  her  card  is  removed  and  filed  in  Teacher's  Record  Card  (in- 
active File),  entry  443.  Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  dist.  and  teacher.  Ho  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fra.   1  x  8  x  24. 

443.  TEACHER'S  RECORD  CiiRD  (inactive  File),  IDll— .   2,000  cards  in 
4  f.d,  (A-Z  by  contained  letters  of  alplia-bot). 

Teacher's  educctional,  certification,  and  experience  records  formerly  filed  in 
entry  442.  :>xr,  alph.  by  name  of  teacher.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  8x6 
X  15. 

444.  (REGISTERED  TEACHERS  NOT  YET  PLACED),  1954--.   200  cards  in 
1  f.d. 

Educational,  certification,  and  experience  records  of  teachers  registered  for 
employment  in  the  county.  IThen  a  teacher  is  employed  her  card  is  placed  in 
Luzerne  Coxmty  Teacher's  Record  Card  (Active  File),  entry  442,  Not  arr.  No 
index.  Hdv;.  on  ptd.  fm.   1  x  8  x  24. 


21-  Ibid.,  s  1302,  1303.   22-  Ibid.,  s  1304.   23-  Ibid.,  s  1307,   24-  Ibid. 
s  1305.   25-  Ibid.,  s  1323.   26-  1911  PL  300  s  807  am.  1037  PL  605  s  6 . 
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Statistics 

445.  SUPERIMTENDENT'S  AI^MAL  REPORT,  1926  —  .   170  papers  in  1  f.b. 
Annual  report  of  superintendent  on  schools  and  teachers  employed,  showing  date, 
names  of  districts,  number  and  kind  of  schools  operated,  number  and  sex  of 
teachers  and  pupils,  number,  education, and  service  record  of  certified  teachers, 
salary  and  classification  of  teachers,  teacher  turnover,  number  of  children  re- 
quiring special  education,  with  caus^  and  signature  of  superintendent.   Arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  report  and  olph.  by  name  of  school  dist.   No  index.  Hdw.  on 
ptd,  fm.   12  X  12  X  24. 

446.  ANrJAL  FliJAIICIAL  REPORT,  1922--.   1,000  papers  in  1  f.b. 

Annual  financial  report  by  secretaries  of  district  school  boards,  showing  date, 
names  of  districts,  townships,  or  boroughs,  school,  real  estate  tax  and  tax  rate^ 
funds  on  hand,  number  of  supervisors  and  teachers,  amount  and  type  of  expenses, 
sinking  fund  report,  assets,  liabilities,  value  of  school  property,  data  con- 
cerning bond  issues,  affidavit  of  secretary,  rnd  certification  by  coijnty  super- 
intendent.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report,  and  alph.  by  name  of  school  dist. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  ftn.   12  x  12  x  24. 

447.  ELHET'TARY  SCHOOL  AGE  GRiVDE  TABLE,  1926—.   1,000  papers  in 
1  f.b. 

Age  grade  table,  shelving  no.  end  nam.j  of  district,  name  of  teacher,  grade,  sex, 
age, and  number  of  pupils  in  each  grade,  percent  ond  ntAmber  ai   pupils  under  and 
over  normal  age,  name,  sex,  grade,  age  of  pupils  gravely  retarded,  with  cause 
of  retardption.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed  raid  -r^lph.  by  school  dists.   No  in- 
dex.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x  24. 

448.  SECONDARY  SCHOOL  CLASSTFICATIOF  REPORT,  1926--.   370  papers  in 
1  f.b. 

Report  of  classification  of  schools,  showJ.ng  names  of  districts,  if  school  is 
joint  or  consolidated,  class  of  district,  neme  and  address  of  school,  classes 
taught,  classification  requested,  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  names  of 
school  counselors  or  deans,  guidance  program,  grades,  subjects,  numbers  of 
groups  and  pupils  in  each,  time  schedule,  monthly  tuition  charge  for  non-resi- 
dent pupils,  numbers  of  principals,  teachers,  and  staff  members  with  periods 
taught  vreekly   by  each;  average  teacher  load,  library  data,  size  of  classes  by 
department  of  instruction,  numbtr  of  non-resident  pupils  by  grade  and  district, 
number  of  pupils  graduating  ct  end  of  school  term,  shomng  vocation  pursued, 
date  of  report,  signatures  of  principals,  recommendations  by  ond  signature'  of 
county  superintendent.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  dist.  .and  chron<  by  date  filed-*.. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x  24. 

449.  SECONDARY  SCHOOL  PRACTICAL  ARTS  REPORT,  1934—.   100  papers 
in  1  f.b« 

Report  of  vocr.tional  practical  art  classes,  shov/lng  n?\mcs  of  school,  principal, 
district,  class  of  district,  net  enrollment  for  term  by  grades  and  sex,  grades 
in  which  home  economics  or  industrial  art  is  a  required  or  an  elective  subj'.ct, 
names  and  addresses  of  teachers,  grade  taught,  certificate  held,  pupils  enroll- 
ed in  each  gr^.de,  salary  received,  name  of  curriculum,  grades  in  which  taught, 
hours  of  instruction  per  pupil,  list  of  subjects,  student  preparation  with 
grade  and  type  of  ^\'■ork,  drtes  nnd  signatures  of  principal  and  county  superin- 
tendent.  Arr.  alph.  by  n:ime  of  dist.  and  chron.  by  date  filed.     No  index* 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x  24, 
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450.  VOCATIONAL  TR^'iDE  Ml)   JNUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  OR  CLASSES,  REPORT  OF 
CL-.SSES  OPEPuVi'ED  FOR  EMPLOYED  PERSON'S,  1931—.   230  papers  in 
1  f.b. 

Report  of  classes  operatod  for  employed  person:-,  showing  names  and  class  of  dis- 
trictSj  name  and  address  of  school  or  plrmt,  date  of  report,  name  and  title  of 
person  directing  vocrtiounl  program,  dates  and  siejnatures  of  principal  and 
county  superintendent;  hemes  and  a^ldresscs  of  teachers,  subjects  taught,  number 
of  pupils,  certifioatt  h'.  Id  and  salary  received,  names  of  subject  and  teacher, 
minimum  entrance  age,  days  and  hours  classes  m-;ct,  number  of  sessions  and  hours 
taught,  total  enrollment,  additional  information  relative  to  program,  and  names 
and  addresses  of  cooperating  firms  and  agencies.   Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  dist, 
and  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x  24. 

451.  SbCOIjDvU;Y  SCHOOL  VOCATIONAL  .vGEICULTURE  REPORT,  1931—. 
230  papers  in  1  f.b. 

Vocational  agriculture  class  reports,  showdng  names  of  school  district  or  con- 
solidated school,  names  and  addresses  of  school  ^'nd  secretary  of  school  board, 
date  of  report,  name  and  title  of  person  directing  program,  dates  and  signatures 
of  principal  and  county  superintendent,  total  enrollment  by  sex  and  grades, 
names  of   teachers,  subject,  percent  of  time  devoted  to  agriculture,  length  of 
period,  monthly  and  yearly  salary,  enrollment  in  agricultural  subjects  giving 
subject  for  e-ch  grade,  number  of  pupils,  weekly  periods  for  recitation  and 
laboratory,  and  totals,   j.rr.  alph.  by  name  of  dist.  and  chron.  by  date  filed. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x  24. 

Budget 
(See  also  entry  44) 

452.  ;j.TNUAL  SCHOOL  BUDGET,  1936—.   130  papers  in  1  f.b. 

Annual  budget,  sh Diving  date,  names  of  district  and  tovmship,  g«j.ioral  and  detail- 
ed estimate  of  approved  expenditures  v.dth  amounts  and  tcx  rate  voted  and  signa- 
tures of  president  and  secretary  of  board  of  school  directors,  estimate  of  re- 
ceipts, number  of  teachers,  supervisors,  schools  and  pupils,  amount  of  increase 
or  decrease  in  payroll, and  certification  by  county  superintendent.   Arr.  chron. 
by  date  of  report  and  alph.  by  name  of  school  dist.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
12x  12  X  24. 

453.  APPLICATION  FOR  -.PPROPraATION,  1922—.   1,000  papers  in  1 
f.  b. 

Application  fir  appropriation,  showing  date,  names  5f  district,  tDwnship,  or 
borough,  number  of  supervisors  and  teachers  employed,  names  of  teachers,  certi- 
ficate held,  if  new  position,  name  of  school,  subjects  taught,  previous  and 
present  salary,  affidavit  of  secretary  of  school  board,  notarial  seal  and  signa- 
ture of  county  superintendent.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  jf  school  dist,  and  chron. 
by  date  of  application.   No  index.   Hdw.  jn   ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x  24. 

454.  APPLICATION  FOR  APPROPRI.vTIOK  FOR  HIGH  SCHOOL  TUITION,  1931—. 
175  papers  in  1  f.b. 

Application  for  high  school  tuition  paid  by  one  district  for  secondary  educa- 
tion in  another  district,  showing  names  of  township  or  borough,  and  district, 
date  of  application,  name,  age,  and  grade  of  pupil,  number  of  months  and  name 
of  district  attended,  monthly  tuition  rate  ■■-.nd  total  tuition. 
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Also  affidavit  of  secretary  of  district  board  of  sc^h^ol  directors,  showing 
name  of  district,  date  of  nffidcvit,  signature  nnd  rdrVess  of  secretary,  notari- 
al seal,  verification  of  report  by  county  superintendent.   Arr.  alph.  by  name 
of  dist.  and  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdvr.  on  ptd.  fn.   12  x  12  x  24. 

455.   APPLICATION  ¥Jr.   Ar-FROPEL.TIO?;  FOR  TR.;i"SPOrTATION,  1926—. 
450  papers  in  1  f.b. 
Application  for  appropriation  f  jr  transpjrti'tior  of  pupils,  showing  names  of 
school  district,  school,  nurab^r  and  age  of  pupils,  name  of  contractor  and  opera- 
tor, type  of  vehicle,  amount  paid,  expenses  of  operating  district  o\vned  vehi- 
cles, and  total  costs  of  transportation,  affidavit  of  secretary  of  school  board 
and  verification  by  county  superintendent,  an'-  dat-:,   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  dist. 
and  chron.  by  date  of  report.   N:>  index.   Hd--;;.  on  ptd.  I'm.   12  x  12  x  24. 
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XXVII.   TI-IE  POOR  DISTRICTS  OF  LUZERIE  COUIWY 


Luzerne  Coimty  under  the  Tovmsliip  Unit  of  Aclriinistration. 

During  the  earlier  colonial  period  of  Peni:isylvania  history  it  ivas  the  duty 
of  the  county  court  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  care  of  public  charges  as  provided 
in  the  Dulce  of  York's  lav/s  (1676),  This  tax  took  the  fon.i  of  a  poll-tax,  the 
town  constables  making  out  a  list  of  taxables,  and  the  high  sheriff  making  the 
collections  (1)  (see  Governmental  Organization  and  Records  System).  No  mention 
was  made  of  the  manner  in  which  the  poor  v;ere  to  be  maintained,  but  they  were 
probably  the  charge  of  the  church  wardens  of  the  parish,  selected  by  the  court 
as  in  New  York  State  (2).  William  Penn' s  first  Asseiibly  (1682)  likewise  passed 
a  lavj-  providing  for  the  care  of  the  poor  by  the  courts.  By  this  lav;,  however, 
the  township  was  substituted  for  the  parish  as  an  administrative  unit  (3).   In 
1700  a  general  poor  law  v/ns  enacted  which  was  based  almost  entirely  on  the  Eng- 
lish poor  laws  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  Charles  II.  Under  this  lavj",  poor  relief 
was  placed  under  the  control  of  overseers  of  the  poor  appointed  by  the  justices' 
court  which  had  jvirisdiction  over  all  types  of  applicants  for  relief:  able-bodied 
adults,  children,  insane,  criminals,  blind,  and  chronically  ill  (4). 

Since  1700  there  have  been  three  general  revisions  of  the  poor  laws:  the 
Acts  of  1771,  1836,  and  1G25.  The  Act  of  1771  provided  for  the  annual  appoint- 
ment of  two  overseers  of  the  poor  in  each  tovmship  by  the  justices  of  the  peace 
at  a  yearly  meeting  (5).  These  officers  were  constituted  a  corporate  body,  and 
were  empowered  vd.th  the  consent  of  tT,TO  justices,  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  support 
of  the  indigent  (6).  The  Acts  of  1836  and  1025  favored  the  county  as  an  adminis- 
trative unit  for  poor  relief,  but  tliis  system  vra.s  adopted  only  in  a  few  northern 
comities  of  the  stato.   It  should  be  noted  here  thnt  Luzerne  County  vra.s  settled 
largely  by  Connecticut  Yankees  (see  Historical  Sketch  of  Luzerne  County).   Their 
traditional  attachment  to  tlic  New  England  pattern  of  to^vn  government  vra.s  instru- 
mental in  preventing  the  full  establishment  of  the  county  unit  and  in  retaining 
the  township  basis. 

The  to-vvnship  overseers  vrere  required  to  keep  an  ace  omit  of  all  receipts  and 
expenditures.  Their  books  vroro  required  to  be  audited  by  three  freeholders 
chosen  annually  by  the  people  of  the  tovmship  (7).   The  overseers  were  further 
obliged  to  keep  on  record  the  names  of  indigentsj  the  time  each  became  a  public 
charge,  and  the  names  of  all  persons  brought  fram  Europe  as  servants,  and  trans- 
ferred from  one  tovmship  to  another  (8). 


1-  E.R.L.  Gould,  Local  Govorranent  in  Pennsylvania,  Baltimore,  1883,  I,  25, 
2-  Gould,  op.  cit.,  pp.  25,  26.   3-  Charters  to  William  Penn  and  the  Laws  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Harrisburg,  1879,  p.  115.  4-  For  a  brief  summary  of 
the  legislative  history  pertaining  to  poor  relief,  sec  Report  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commission  of  1890,  Harrisburg,  1890,  passim.;  Calvin  G.  Boitel,  A  Trcatiso  on 
the  Poor  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  1899,  p.  V.   5-  1771,  1  Sm  L  332 
s  2.   6-  Ibid.,  s  4.  7-  Ibid.,  s  11.   8-  1749,  V  St.  at  L.  79  s  5;  1771,  1  Sm  L 
332  s  11. 
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With  the  consent  jf  tv/;  or  n:^rc  justices  of  the  ;;eo.ce,  the  overseers  v/ere 
permitted  to  bind  p.;  or  chil^^.rcn  u;.  t  .  tvxnty-one  yenrs  af  0,^:0  as  n^^jrentices  in 
private  homes  (9). 

The  overseers  v/ere  cm/owerc-'!  to  erect  almshouses  in  the  tovmships,  but  be- 
cause of  the  financial  burclcn  invjlve-'.  in  maintaining  theta,  several  to-wTiships 
consolidatef.  their  eff  jrts  and  erected  an  almshouse  un-'er  the  management  of  a 
common  board  of  directors.   In  this  manner  three  such  consolidated  districts 
were  organized  in  Luzerne  County  the  Pittston-Jenkins  Poor  District,  the  Central 
Poor  District,  and  the  I'ifdie  Coal  Field  District. 

The  Pittston-Jenkins  Poor  District 


By  a  special  act  of  the  General  Assembly  approved  May  8,  1857,  a  poor  dis- 
trict vras  created  and  incorporated  as  the  "Directors  of  the  Poor  of  Jenkins 
To-wTiship,  Pittston  Borough,  and  Pittston  Tov-nshi;."  (10).   It  covers  the  upper 
eastern  section  of  T/yomin^;  Valley.   The  district  includes  Pittston  City,  six 
boroughs:  Duryea,  Avoca,  Dupont,  Hughestovm,  Yatesville,  and  Laflin,  and  two 
tovmshij-sz  Jenkins  and  Pittston,  all  in  Luzerne  C  >unty.   Furthermore,  it  extends 
into  Lackawanna  County,  an'i  includes  the  twenty-second  ward  of  the  City  of  Scran- 
ton,  three  borout_;hs'  Moosic,  Taylor,  and  Old  Forge,  and  one  township:  Lackavranna. 

The  i;oor  district  is  governed  by  five  riirectors  appointed  by  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  Luzerne  County.   The  institution  and  its  recor^''s  will  receive 
further  study  in  the  Inventory  of  County  Archives  of  Pennsylvania,  No.  35,  Lacka- 
wanna County. 

The  Central  Poor  Distri'ot 

By  a  special  act  of  the  Gen-.ral  Assembly  approved  April  2,  1860  (11),  the 
tovmship  of  Wilkes-Barre  was  authorized  to  erect  a  ..oorhouse.   By  this  act  the 
township  of  Wilkes-Barre  was  incorporated  into  a  poor  district  knovm  as  the 
"Directors  of  the  Poor  of  Wilkes-Barre  To'ATiship".   By  a  supplement  to  the  act, 
approved  March  1,  1862  (12),  several  tovmships  which  vrcre  annexed  to  the  district 
and  the  corporation,  made  the  "Directors  of  the  1  oor  of  the  Central  Poor  District 
in  the  County  of  Luzerne".   In  1863  (13)  and  1864  (14)  ad-'itional  boroughs  and 
townships  were  annexed.   In  1867  the  corporate  name  was  changed  to  the  "Central 
Poor  District  of  Luzerne  C  'unty"  (15).   The  district  extends  from  West  Wyoming 
near  Pittston,  to  Nevrj:  ort  below  Nanticokc.   It  is  located  entirely  in  Luzerne 
County.   It  includes  the  City  of  Wilkes-Barre,  the  City  of  Nanticoke,  and  seven- 
teen boroughs  t  Ashley,  Courtdale,  EdiArardsville,  Forty  Fort,  Kingston,  Larksville, 
Laurel  Run,  Luzerne,  Miners  Mills,  Parsons,  PljTnouth,  Pringle,  Sugar  N^itch,  Sv/oyer- 
ville,  Warren  Run,  Vfest  V/yoming,  and  "Vyoming,  and  six  tovmshipsj  Hanover,  Kings- 
ton, Newport,  Plains,  Plym.outh,  an-  IVilkes-Barre. 


9-  1771,  1  3n  L  332  s  8.  10-  1857  IL  439  ree.  and  an.  1881  PL  77.  The  name 
of  "Pittston  Eorjugh"  vras  changed  to  Pittston  City,  A;ril  1,  1895.  11-  1860  PL 
538.   12-  1862  PL  64.  IS- -ISCS'pL  298.   14-  1864  PL  326.   15-  1867  PL  378. 
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There  are  eight  directors  of  the  i.:  )or  appointed  by  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  for  a  five  year  term,   Vo.c^.nciijs  arc  filled  by  the  court  (16).   Salaries 
are  fixed  by  statute  (17).  The  board  ^f  directors  may  choose  from  its  members  a 
president,  a  treasurer,  and  a  secretary  ^-18).   It  may  .^Igo  desi^^nate  and  fix  the 
salaries  of  nin^r  officials  (19).   It  is  authorizcl  to  appoir^t  an  attorney  at  a 
salary  limited  by  statute  (20).   There  is  n)  requirement  that  directors  be  bonded. 
The  treasurer  and  tax  collector,  hoxover,  are  required  to  give  bond  with  security 
to  the  directors  (2l).   Trior  to  1911  the  accounts  of  poor  directors  vrere  audited 
yearly  at  the  T/ilkes-Barre  courth)Use  by  the  senior  auditors  of  the  toT'/nships 
and  boroughs,  three  of  -w-hom  constituted  a  quorum  (22).   Since  1911  three  auditors 
have  been  appointed  triennially  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Luzerne  County  to 
audit  the  accounts  of  the  directors  (23).   The  board  may  set  a  rate  of  assessment 
on  real  and  personal  property,  an,d  occupations  subject  to  county  tax  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  ten  mills  (24),  and  appoint  tax  collectors,  viho   may  be  the  same  per- 
sons Tuiio  collect  township  or  borough  taxes  (25).   The  treasurer  may  pay  out  money 
only  on  orders  drawn  an^''  signed  by  at  least  thre^:.  directors  (26). 

The  home  and  hospital  of  the  district  are  located  at  Retreat  on  the  banks 
of  the  Susquehanna  Liver  about  nine  miles  from  V.'ilkcs-Barre.   The  farm  originally 
consisted  of  146  acres  of  land  purchased  in  1860  by  the  directors  of  the  poor  of 
Y7ilkes-Barre  township.   The  buildings  upon  the  farm  served  the  purposes  of  the 
district  for  several  years.   In  1878  a  three-story  brick  building  for  women  wa.a 
built.   In  1882  a  dwelling  was  erected  for  the  superintendent,  and  in  1884  a  new 
three-story  structure  for  men.   A  nev;  addition  t'O  the  latter  was  made  in  1895. 
The  almshouse  accommodates  about  three  hundred  persons.   It  also  contains  an  in- 
firmary for  the  chronically  ill.   In  1898  the  building  of  a  hospital  for  the  in- 
digent insane  was  begun,  and  \vr.s  jpened  on  July  1,  1900.   Other  buildings,  such 
as  the  enginehouse,  boilerhouse,  piggery,  and  dairy  are  detached  from  the  main 
structure.   The  main  buildings  are  located  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Susque- 
hanna Kiver,   On  the  west  bank  is  located  the  majjr  portion  of  the  farm. 

The  hosvital  fir  thi.  ins^^ne  has  a  capacity  ,.f  -.bout  four  hundred  patients, 
and  is  thoroughly  equip^.-ed.   It  is  staffed  r.dth  physicians,  dentists,  occupa- 
tional thera^.ists,  nurses,  an  1  sjcial  v»r.>rkers  (27). 

All  orders  for  relief  must  be  directed  to  the  p  \i  ;>r  directors,  who  are  re- 
quired to  investigate  each  case,   IJelicf  may  be  non-institutional  in  which  case 
the  directors  may  issue  orders  for  food,  clothes,  fuel,  and  medical  care  (28). 

The  directors  are  not  required  to  make  reports  to  the  Luzerne  County  court, 
but  must  keep  such  records  as  are  prescribed  by  the  State  Department  of  Tfelfarc 
(29),   In  addition,  they  must  submit  an   annual  statement  to  this  department  on 


16-  1862  FL  64  s  11.   17-  1917  IL  768.   18-  1867  ^L  378  s  5.   19-  1862  FL  64 
s  78.   20-  1917  IL  768.   21-  1860  rL  538  s  4;  1862  PL  64  s  5.   22-  1860  IL  538 
s  Hi  1862  FL  64  s  12;  1864  FL  326  s  4;  1867  FL  378;  1867  FL  740  s  7,   23-  1911 
PL  1071,   24-  1862  FL  64.   25-  1864  FL  326  s  2;  1867  FL  378,   26-  1862  FL  64  s 
8.   27-  George  H.  Butler,  Central  Fo -r  District  of  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania 
a  Digest  if  Laws,  ;7ilkes-Barre,  1902,  pp.  17,  18.   28-  1860  FL  538  s  6.   59-  187? 
PL  42  s  3. 
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the  condition  of  the  institution  (30).   Further-"  ire,  they  are  required  to  make 
quarterly  reports  to  the  State  Auditor  General  jf  the  number  of  indigent  in- 
sane transferred  tj  the  asylum  (31). 

The  superintendent  is  required  to  furnish  the  directors  vdth  yearly  state- 
ments of  the  income  of  the  district's  real  estite,  the  amount  of  property  on 
hand,  and  the  number  of  p>-rsons  admitted  and  discharged  each  year  (32),   The 
treasurer  must  render  an  annual  account  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements  dur- 
ing the  preceding  year  (33).   According  to  the  general  rules  of  the  Central  Poor 
District  the  treasurer  must  pres^-nt  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  board  a  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  treasury,  and  the  conditi:)n  of  each  tax  collector's 
account  (34).   It  is  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  keep  a  record  of  all  meetings, 
and  accounts.  He  must  take  receipts  for  all  mjnoy  paid  out  by  v/arrant.   He  is 
the  custodian  of  bills  presented  tD  the  board.   He  is  required  to  keep  a  record 
of  all  orders  of  relief.   These  are  found  in  the  case  histories.   He  must  keep 
a  record  of  all  persons  receiving  lutdoor  relief,  vdth  the  amount  granted  by 
the  directors  (35).   THe  also  kfeeps  case  and  medical  histories.   The  directors 
must  publish  an  annual  statement  of  the  receipts,  disbursements,  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  corporation  during  the  preceding  year  (36). 

General  Provisions 

The  directors  of  the  consolidated  districts  have  complete  charge  of  all 
buildings.   They  receive  the  aged,  the  chronically  ill,  the  insane,  and  abnormal 
children.   No  normal  child  bet\--'c-i:,n  the  ages  if  tivo  and  sixteen  may  be  kept  at 
the  almshouse  for  more  than  sixty  days  (37),  but  must  be  boarded  -ndth  some  chari- 
table home  for  dependent  children  (see  The  United  Charities  of  the  City  of  Hazle- 
ton,  and  The  Children's  Home  of  the  City  of  V/ilkcs-Barre)  or  boarded  in  a  private 
home.   These  homes  must  be  visited  by  an  officer  of  the  district  once  every  six 
months,  and  a  report  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  (38). 

The  directors  may  file  a  certificate  with  the  prothonotary  to  the  effect 
that  an  adult  has  become  a  public  charge,  or  vrith  the  clerk  of  orphans'  court 
when  the  indigent  is  a  minor  (39).   Attached  thereto  must  be  an  inventory  of 
all  property  "Khich  the  indigent  ovms.   This  property  is  liable  for  the  expense 
of  the  inmates'  support,  maintenance,  and  burial  (40). 

The  Middle  Coal  Field  District 

The  Middle  Coal  Field  District  vras  organized  in  1862  (41).   It  covers  two 
tovmships  on  the  southern  boundary  of  Luzerne  County;  Foster  and  Hazle,  the  City 
of  Hazleton,  and  three  boroughs:  Freeland,  Jcddo,  and  17est  Hazleton.   It  also 
extends  into  the  northern  part  of  Carbon  County.   The  poor  district  is  governed 
by  five  directors  appointed  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Carbon  County, 
The  institution  and  its  records  vdll  receive  further  study  in  the  Inventory  of 


30-  1869  PL  90  s  8.   31-  1901  ?L  674  s  2.   32-  1860  FL  538  s  10.   33-  Ibid., 


s  10.   34-  Butler,  op.  eit.,  p,  28.   35-  Ibid.,  p.  27.   36-  1860  PL  538  s  10. 
37-  1883  PL  111  s  1.   38-  Ibid.,  s  2.   39-l."^2B  FL  762  s  1003.   40-  1925  FL  762 
s  1000.   41-  1862  PL  178. 
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County  Archives  of  Pennsylvania,  I.o.  13,  Carbon  County. 

Remaining  Single  To^vnshijp  and  Borough  Pis t r i c 1 3 

The  remaining  portion  of  Luzerne  County  consists  of  single  township  and 
borough  districts  consisting  of  tvrenty-one  towiships :  Conyngham,  Dallas,  Denni- 
son,  Dorrance,  Exeter,  Faimiount,  Fairview,  Hollenback,  Hunlock,  Franklin,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Jackson,  Lake,  Leliman,  Kescopeck,  Ross,  Salem,  Slocum,  Sugarloaf,  Union, 
and  Wright,  and  nine  boroughs:  Conyngham,  Dallas,  Exeter,  Nescopeck,  New  Colum- 
bia, Nuangola,  Shickshinny,  West  Pittston,  and  VJhite  Haven.   These  districts  are 
without  institutional  resources,  and  pay  for  the  use  of  the  facilities  of  the 
consolidated  districts  near  them.   Each  district  is  under  the  supervision  of  two 
overseers  of  the  poor  olocted  for  a  four  year  term  (42).   No  compensation  is  pro- 
vided for  under  general  law.   The  bond  and  surety  required  of  overseers  is  double 
the  amount  of  the  proposed  tax  (43),   The  oversoera  may  levy  a  tax  of  ten  mills 
on  property  which  is  taxable  for  county  purposes.   This  is  collected  by  local 
tax  collectors  (44),   The  accounts  of  overseers  must  be  audited  by  tovmship  and 
borough  auditors,  and  report  filed  by  them  with  the  clerk  of  quarter  sessions  (45) 

Transfer  of  Duties  from  Poor  Dirf^ctors  and  Overseers  to  New  Agencies  -  The  County 
Inetitution  District      ~ 

TiVhen  in  1914  the  mothers'  assistance  fund  was  created  in  Luzerne  County 
(see  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mothers'  Assistance)  to  providci  pensions -for" 
widowed  mothers,  the  poor  directors  and  oversc-rs  v.-cre  relieved  of  this  responsi- 
bility.  In  1931  the  Stcte  Legislature,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Talbot  Act, 
appropriated  $10,000,000  to  the  poor  boards  throughout  the  state  for  distribu- 
tion by  thom  for  the  relief  of  unemployment.   This  experiment,  however,  was  not 
suooGssful,  whereupon  the  state  created  the  Qnorgency  Relief  Board  v/ith  branches 
in  each  county  to  administer  unemployment  relief.   In  1934,  the  legislature  made 
provisions  for  blind  pensions  and  old  age  assistance.   The  board  of  trustees  of 
the  mothers'  assistance  fund  was  selected  to  administer  blind  and  old  age  pen- 
sions instead  of  the  poor  boards. 

Beginning  January,  1933,  a  radical  change  \vill  be  instituted  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  poor  relief.   All  poor  districts  and  the  officers  of  poor  directors 
and  overseers  will  be  abolished.   In  place  of  the  consolidated  tovmship  and 
borough  districts  will  be  substituted  a  single  institution  district  correspond- 
ing to  the  area  of  the  county.   The  institution  district  will  be  under  the  di- 
rect supervision  of  the  board  of  county  comjnissionurs  (46)  (see  The  Board  of 
County  Commissioners).   Non-institutiono.l  relief  will  be  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  county  public  assistance  board  v/hich  will  supplant  the  mothers' 
assistance  fund  (47).   With  the  increase  of  outdoor  assistance  to  the  aged,  blind, 
and  able-bodied  indigent  it  is  expected  that  institutional  relief  vn.ll  be  con- 
fined chiefly  to  the  hospitalization  of  the  indigent  insane  and  the  chronically 
ill. 


42-  1903  PL  246;  1911  PL  1052.   43-  1860  PL  174.   44-  1834  PL  509.   45-  1913 
PL  254  s  2.   46-  1937  PL  2017.   47-  1937  PL  2315. 
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Almshouse 

The  Directors'  r^^cords  are  f^und  in  tht  ir  >ffice,  those  of  the  Almshouse 
and  Mental  Hospitr.l  r.rt  in  Rotrer.t,  Pennsylv;.;nic. 


Directors'  Office 

456.  MINUTES  OF  L^ESTINGS,  1861—.   13  vjIs. 

Minutes  jf  Poor  Board  meetings,  showing  drte  nnd  pl:,Gi,  :>f  meeting,  names  of  mem- 
bers present,  report  of  each  disti-ict  director,  busini^ss  transacted,  end  signa- 
ture of  secretary.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  nei,ting.   No  index.   Hdv.',   Aver.  500 
pp.   8|-  X  15  X  Eg.   Off.  safe,  rm.  5. 

457.  CASE  PIISTORIES,  1911—.   20,500  papers  in  24  f.b.  and  32 
f.d.  (1911-35,  24  f.b.,  dated;  1935—,  32  f.d.,  A-Z  by 
contained  letters  of  alphabet)  1861-1910  removed. 

M;-ster  file  jf  all  cases  including  outdoor  relief,  children  placed  in  bjarding 
homes  J  and  cases  committed  to  almshouse  or  mental  hospital  at  Retreat,  showing 
date,  case  'jr  register  no.,  name  and  address,  complete  life,  personal  and  family 
history,  doctor^ s  repjrt,  running  record,  correspondenoo,  recommendation  of  in- 
vestigr.tjr,  disposition  of  case,  and  sign^-tures  ^f  administrative  agent  and  in- 
vestigator.  Arr.  alph.  by  surname  of  applicant.   Nj  index.   Typed  and  hdw.  on 
ptd.  fta,   F.b.,  14  X  13  x  18;  f.d.,  12  x  12  x  28.   1911-35,  24  f.b.,  bsmt.  strm. ; 
1935—,  32  f.d.,  rm.  7. 

458.  HISTORY  OF  CASLG,  1911--.   174  v^ls.  1861-1910  removed. 
Complete  resume  of  each  case  compiled  fr-^m  Cr.so  Histories,  entry  457,  shov.dng 
case  or  register  no.,  date,  type  of  case,  sliort  summary  and  disposition  of  case. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  application.   Index^^d  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  applicant.   Typed  and  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  1300  pp.   11  x  12  x  3.   kn.  7. 

459.  INDEX  TO  CASE  HISTORIES  (blaster  Cc-rd  E.-oord),  1911—.   20,500 
cards  in  2  file  cabinets. 

Card  record  of  case  histories  shov.-ing  date  >f   application,  name  and  address  of 
applicant,  brief  outline  of  facts,  and  disposition  of  case.   /j-r.  alph.  by  sur- 
name of  applicant.   No  index.   Typed  and  hdv.'-.  on  ptd.  fm,   4  x  6  x  24.   Em.  7. 

460.  A  GE-NERjiL  REPORT  OF  THI.  POOR  BO..i  D  OF  LUZEEJIE  CO■■^ITY,  1861—. 
2  vols. 

General  report  of  Poor  Board  of  Luzerne  County,  showing  dates,  name  of  municipali- 
ties vrith   name  of  director  and  population  of  each,  n^,    of  cases  per  capita; 
names  and  type  of  institutions  v.dth  name  of  superintendent  and  per  capita  rate; 
weekly  amount  reoeivtjd  for  mental  cases  and  total  expenditures  for  each  year. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report.   No  index.  Edvf,    and  typed.   Aver.  500  pp.   8  x 
14  x  2.   Off.  safe,  rm.  5. 

Almshouse 

461.  (CARD  RECORD  OF  lETiUTLS),  1877—.   36  Kardex  trays  (A-Z  by 
contained  letters  of  alphabet). 

Card  record  of  all  inmates  admitted  to  almshouse,  shovang  date  of  admission, 
register  no.,  name,  last  '/Vdress,  age,  sex,  and  color  of  inmate;  brief  history. 
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length  of  rcsidonce,  ir.te  and  circajristonccs  of  discharge  jr  dcrth.  \rT.    alph. 
by  surname  ^f  inmate.   Typed  and  hdv/.  on  ptc",  fte.   g-  x  9  x  18. 

462.  (C..SE  HISTJKILS  -  ACTrVJ.),  1922  —  .   2  f.d.  (A-Z  by  contained 
letters  of  alphabet). 

Complete  case  histiries  of  inmates,  sh o-ving  date  )f  admissim,  register  no., 
name,  last  address,  physical  description,  nationality,  length  of  residence  in 
country,  state,  and  county;  name,  addross,  ^nd  relationship  of  relatives,  and 
signature  of  inmate;  physical  and  m-cntfl  condition  of  inmate,  date  of  examina- 
tion and  signature  of  physician;  conduct  record;  name  of  agent  or  institution 
authorizing  admission,  and  length  of  residence.  ^'Jhen   an  inmate  is  discharged  or 
dies,  the  case  hist>ry  is  removed  from  this  file  and  placed  in  (C-^.se  Histories  - 
Discharges)  entry  463.   ..rr.  alph.  by  surmme  of  inmate.   No  index.   Typed  and 
hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  15  x  26. 

463.  (C.^SE  HISTOkII.S  -  DISCIL.RGLS) ,  1877—.   28  f.d.  (A-Z  by  cmtaincd 
letters  3f  alphabet) 

Case  histories  of  innatcs  iv'ho  have  died  or  been  discharged,  formerly  filed  in 
(Case  Histories  -  Active),  entry  462.   Arr.  alph.  by  surname  of  innate.   No 
index.   Typed  and  hdv:.  on  ptd.  fm,      12  x  15  x  26. 

•  Mental  Hospital 

464.  C0I«ITULNT3,  1900—.   6,000  papers  in  12  f.d.  (7  f.d.,  Male  A-Z, 
by  contained  letters  of  alphabet;  5  f.d..  Female  A-Z,  by  contained 
letters  of  rlphab.^t). 

Case  histories  of  inmates  including  applicati  )n,  statement,  certificates  of 
physicians,  and  endorsement  by  poor  board  ifficials,  physical  examinati  :)n,  na- 
ture of  admission,  temperature  and  respiration  charts,  bedside  record.  X-ray 
requisition  and  findings,  record  of  escapes, and  request  for  autopsy.   Records 
show  admission  no.,  date,  name  )f  patient,  type  and  character  of  paper,  and 
official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr.  alph.  by  surname  of  patient.   N)  index. 
Typed  and  hdw.  on  ^td.  fm.   lli  x  13o-  x  26g-.   record  rm. 

465.  (C.JtD  KLCOkD  OF  /.DMIS3I0N) ,  1900—.   1,050  cards  in  21  Kardex 
trays. 

Master  rec  .•)rd  of  irimates  adurdtted,  including  first  adm.issiin,  re-admission  and 
transfer  cards,  showing  admission  no.,  name,  address,  age,  physical  description, 
family  and  personal  history,  resume  of  case,  dates  of  admission,  re-admission 
or  transfer  vath  names  of  institutions  involved  in  transfer.   Arr.  chron.  by 
surname  of  patient.   No  index.   Typed,   g-  x  9  x  18.   Record  rm. 

466.  DISCH--JiGE,  1900  —  .   3,400  cards  in  17  f.d.  (10  f.d.,  Male  A-Z,  by 
contained  letters  of  alphabet;  7  f.d.,  Fem.ale  A-Z,  by  contained 
letters  of  alphabet). 

Card  record  of  patients  discharged  frjm  mentol  hospital,  showing  admission  and 
case  n3.,  name  of  patient,  age,  nativity,  com^.:lete  physical  and  mental  history, 
date  and  reason  for  r'ischarge,  nrone  and  address  of  person  in  whose  custody 
patient  vras  placed,  and  h:ispital  'ischrrge  m.      Arr.  alph.  by  surname  of  patient, 
No  index.   Typed  on  ptd.  fc.   11^  x  13^  x  26^.   Supt.  iff. 
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467.   DEAD  (Card  Record  of  Deaths),  1900  —  .   1,200  cards  in  8  f.d.  (4 
f,d.,-Male  A-Z,  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet j  4  f.d.,  Female 
A-Z,  b;^'  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 
Card  record  of  deaths  of  inmates,  shovring  admission  and  case  no.,  name,  age, 
nativity,  physical  anc  mental  history,  date  ond  cause  of  death;  if  autopsy  was 
performed,  date  and  findin£,s  of  same,  and  hospital  discharge  no.   Arr.  alph. 
by  surname  of  patient.   No  index.   Typed  on  ptd.  fm.   ll:^-  x  ISg-  x  26|.   Supt. 
off. 


(Next  entry  468,  p.  193) 


XXVIII.   THE  BOAia)  OF  TPUSTEI.S  OF  MOTHERS'  ASSISTANCE 
Mother's  Assistance  Fund 
Pension  Fund  for  Blind 
Old  Age  Pension  Fund 


Prior  to  1913  the  care  of  dependent  children  in  Luzerne  County  was  en- 
tirely institutional,  and  legally  the  duty  of  the  poor  directors  Dnd  local 
overseers  of  the  poor.   The  children  Tvere  placed  temporarily  in  an  alashouse, 
and  then  sent  to  a  private  institution  such  as  The  Children's  Home  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  and  the  United  Charities  at  Hazleton,  or  placed  with  a  family.   In  such 
cases  the  poor  directors  contributed  a  certain  amount  each  day  toward  the  main- 
tenance of  each  child.   The  court  of  quarter  sessions  vras  also  given  the  power 
to  commit  dependent  children  to  charitable  societies  or  families,  in  which 
case  maintenance  was  paid  by  the  county.   The  county  was  fivcn  recourse  to  re- 
cover such  payment  fron  the  poor  districts  (l). 

Non-institutional  relief  was  provided  for  dependent  children  by  the  act 
of  1913,  which  recognized  mothers'  assistance  for  the  first  time  in  Pennsyl- 
vania.  The  provisions  of  the  act  could  become  effective  only  in  those  counties 
which  agreed  to  provide  an  amount  equal  to  state  aid  (2).   The  county  commis- 
sioners of  Luzerne  County  iiumedietoly  voted  to  participate  in  the  state  pro- 
gram, Tn^iereupon  the  Governor  r\ppointed  seven  women,  residents  of  the  county, 
to  act  as  trustees  for  a  turn  of  six  years  without  salary.   In  1919  the  board 
was  placed  under  the  direction  of  a  State  Supervisor,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  (3).   In  1921  the  office  of  State  Super- 
visor was  transferred  to  the  St-.tc  Department  of  ITelfarc  ^nd  incorporated  with 
the  Bureau  of  Children. 

The  purpose  of  the  act  of  1913  and  its  amendments  enables  mothers  to  give 
their  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age  proper  care.  The  board  grants  funds 
after  an  investigation  is  made,  and  a  case  study  is  completed  for  each  family. 
One  copy  must  be  filed  vdth  the  office  of  the  board  of  trustees,  another  with 
the  State  Supervisor  in  charge,  and  tvro  copies  with  an  application  for  a  warrant 
with  the  State  Auditor  General  and  the  county  treasurer  (4).  The  first  assis- 
tance to  widows  in  Luzerne  County  w,-as  granted  in  March  1914. 

In  1934  tht  duties  of  the  trustees  wore  extended  by  the  Old  Age  Assist- 
ance Act  v^hich  was  designed  for  the  relief  of  the  aged  and  the  blind  (5).   This 
act  was  passed  in  order  that  the  State  and  its  local  subdivisions  might  benefit 
by  the  grant-in-aid  provisions  of  the  federal  Social  Security  Act.   Under  the 
state  act  the  county  commissioners  were  required  to  make  appropriations  to  pay 
for  administrative  expenses  not  exceeding  six  per  cent  of  the  total  allocation 
of  funds  to  the  county.   In  1937  the  commissioners  granted  $35,390.58  for  old 
age  and  blind  assistance  (6).   The  first  grant  made  by  the  trustees  to  the  aged 


1-  1893  PL  399;  1907  PL  331;  1913  PL  177.  2-  1913  PL  118  s  2;  1919  PL  893. 
3-  1919  PL  893  s  3.  4-  1913  PL  118  s  4  am.  1919  PL  693  s  10.  5-  1934  PL  282; 
1936  Sp.  Sess.  PL  28  s  17.  6-  Figures  supplied  by  the  controller's  office  of 
Luzerne  County. 
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was  in  October  1834,  and  the  fir^t  gr^.nt  tj  th  blinc!  in  M^y  1934, 

The  records  of  the  bjard  .f  trustees  .if  the  mothers'  assistance  fund  are 
in  the  administrative  offices  at  29  Ti.    Northnmoton  Street,  Wilkes-Barre  (7). 


Mothers'  Assistance  Fund 

468.  M.  A.  F.  (Mothers'  Assistance  Fund  Minutes),  1914—.   24  vols, 
(dated). 

Minutes  ^f  the  Bjcrd  of  Directors,  shewing  date  of  meeting,  business  transacted 
and  signature  of  secretary.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  meeting.  N)  index.  Typed, 
Aver,  100  pp.  8^"  x  11  x  1. 

469.  (LEDGER,  MOTHERS'  ASSISTiJJCE  FUND),  1914—.   2  vols. 

Records  of  applicati-ins  received,  showing  date  of  application,  name  and  'address 
of  applicant,  number  of  children  under  and  over  sixteen,  no.  and  amount  of 
grant,  and  disposition  of  case.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  application.   Typed. 
Aver.  300  pp.  15  x  12  x  2. 

470.  MOTHERS'  .vSSISTANCE  ACTIVE  (Case  Hist)ri&s),  1914—.   9  f.d. 
(case  no,) . 

Applications  for  assistance,  sh  .nving  name  and  address  of  applicant,  case  no., 
departmental,  insurance,  and  bank  investigations,  running  r-^cord,  budget, 
correspondence,  and  medical  records.  "Tien  a  case  is  no  longer  receiving  aid, 
the  case   history  is  placed  in  Mjthers '  Assistance  Cancelled  (Case  Histories), 
entry  472.   Arr.  num.  by  case  no.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd,  fm.   12  x  12  x  30. 

471.  (MOTHERS'  ASSISTMCE  FUND  CARD  RECORD),  1914—.   24  Kardex 
trays  (A-Z). 

Master  card  record  of  Mothers'  Assistance  cases,  showing  case  no,,  name  and  add- 
ress of  applicant,  birth  dates  of  children,  father's  name,  date  and  amount  of 
each  grant.   Arr.  alph.  by  surname  of  applicant.   Typed  on  ptd.  fta,   1  x  8  x  24. 

472.  MOTHERS'  ASSISTANCE  C;j^iCELLED  (Case  Histories),  1914  —  .   3  f.d. 
(case  no.) 

Case  histories  of  persons  who  have  received  aid,  but  whose  cases  have  been  closed. 
Cases  formerly  filed  in  Mothers'  Assistance  Active  (C^se  Histories),  entry  470. 


7-  Beginning  January  1,  1938,  the  work  of  the  mothers'  assistance  fund  will 
be  placed  under  the  super\'ision  of  the  county  board  of  assistance.   The  now 
board  vrill  also  take  over  the  functions  of  the  State  Emergency  Relief  Board 
which  grants  assistance  to  unemployed;  and  the  Central  Poor  District  of  Luzerne 
County  which  administers  relief  to  inr''igents  suffering  from  mental  or  physical 
infirmity.   The  county  c  ommission-.  rs  v.lll  cease  to  bo  responsible  for  adminis- 
trative contributions  v/hich  will  become  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Assistance. 
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Arr.  nuiii.  by  case  no.   Hdw,  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  12   x  12  x  30. 

473.  M.  A.  F.  (Mothers'  Assistance  Fund  Index),  1914--,   1  f.d. 
Alphabetical  index  to  iiothers'  Assistance  Active  (Case  Histories)  and  Mothers' 
Assistance  Cancelled  (Case  Histories),  showing  case  no.,  name  end  address  of 
applicant,  date  of  application,  names  and  birth  dates  of  children.   Typed  on 
ptd.  fm.      12  X  6  X  30. 

474.  MOTHERS'  ..SSISTANCE  DISMISSALS,  1914—.   5  f.d. 

Applications  rejected  for  ineligibility,  showing  name  and  address  of  applicant, 
date  of  application,  family  history,  number  of  dependents, and  cause  of  reject- 
ion.  Arr.  alph,  by  surname  of  applicant,   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x 
30, 

Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind 

475.  P.  F.  3.  (Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind  Minutes),  May  1934 — . 
4  vols,  (dated). 

Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  showing  date  of  meeting,  business  transacted 
and  signature  of  secretary.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  meeting.  No  index.  Typed. 
Aver.  100  pp.  Qg   x  11  x  1, 

476.  (LEDGER,  PENSION  fmiD  FOR  THE  BLIND),  May  1934—,   1  vol. 

Records  of  applications  received,  showing  date  of  upplication,  name  and  address 
of  applicant,  name  of  examining  physician,  no.  f'nd  amount  of  grant, and  dis- 
position of  case.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  application.   Typed.   300  pp. 
15  X  12  X  2. 

477.  BLIND  ACTIVE  (Pension  Cases),  May  1934—.   2  f.d.  (case  no.). 
Applications  for  pensions,  showing  name  end  address  of  applicant,  case  no., 
ophthomological  report,  departmental,  insurance,  and  bank  reports,  running  record, 
budget  and  correspondence.   VJhen  a  c^se  is  no  longer  receiving  aid,  the  case 
history  is  plr.ced  in  Blind  Cancelled  and  Dismissed  (Pension  Cases),  entry  478. 
Arr.  num.  by  case  no.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x  30. 

478.  BLIND  CANCELLED  AND  DISMISSED  (Pension  Cases),  M-.y  1934--. 
1  f.d. 

Case  histories  of  persons  who  have  received  aid,  but  whose  cases  have  been 
closed.   Cases  formerly  filed  in  Blind  ..ctivc  (Punsion  Crses) ,    entry  477.   Also 
contains:   (Blind  Dismissals,  Rejected  Applications),  entry  480.   Arr.  num.  by 
case  no.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x  30. 

479.  BLIlvD  (Index  to  Blind  Pension  Cases),  May  1934--,   1  f.d. 
Index  to  Blind  Active  (Pension  Cases),  and  Blind  Cancelled  and  Dismissed 
(Pension  Cases),  showing  case  no.,  name  and  address  of  applicant,  dates  of  appli- 
cation and  grant  and  in  Blind  Cancelled,  dr.te  of  cancellation.   Also  contains: 
(Blind  Dismiss? Is,  Card  Fecord),  ^ntry  481,   Typed  on  ptd,  fta.   12  x  6  x  30, 

480.  (BLIND  DISMISS.;LS,  REJECTED  AP'PLICATIONS) ,  May  1934  —  ,   In 
Blind  Cancelled  and  Dismissed  (Pension  Cases),  entry  478, 

Applications  rejected  for  ineligibility,  showing  name  and  address  of  applicant,  - 
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date  of  application,  and  cause  of  rejection.  Arr.  alph.  l)y  surncjnc  of  appli- 
cant. 

481.  (BLIIID  DISiilSSALS,  CARD   RECORD),  May  l'J34~,   In  Blind  (index 
to  Blind  Pension  Cases),  entry  470. 

Card  record  of  (Blind  Disnissals,  Rejected  Applications),  entry  480,  shelving 
none  and  address  of  applicajit,  date  of  application,  and  cause  of  rejection. 
Arr.  alph.  by  svirnarae  of  applicant. 

Old  Ar^e  Pension  Fund 

482.  0.  A.  P.  (Old  Ar;e  Pensions  Minutes),  Oct.  1054—.   4  vols. 
(dated). 

Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  shovrin.^  date  of  ncetin,^,  business  transacted, 
and  signature  of  secretary'-.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  noetin,-;.  Wo  index.  Typed. 
Aver.  100  pp.  8-|  x  11  x  1. 

483.  (LEDGER,  OLD  AGE  PEIJSIOU),  Oct.  1034--.   2  vols. 

Records  of  applications  received,  sho\vin[]  date  of  application,  nane  and  address 
of  applicant,  no.  and  anount  of  f;rant,  and  disposition  of  case.  Typed.  Aver. 
400  pp.  15  X  12  X  3. 

484.  OLD  AGE  ACTIVE  (Pension  Cases),  Oct.  10o4— .   11  f.d.  (case  no.). 
Applications  for  assistance,  shov.-inn  nanc  and  ad-'-ross  of  applicant,  caso  no., 
departncntal,  insurance,  and  ban]-:  invcsti, rations,  running;  record,  budget,  corres- 
pondence, and  nodical  records.  Waon   a  caso  is  no  longer  receiving  aid,  the  case 
history  is  placed  in  Old  Age  Cancelled  (Pension  Cases),  entry  486,  Arr.  nun., 

by  case  no.  Hdvr.  and  tj'-jTod  on  ptd.  fin,   12  x  12  x  30. 

485.  0.  A.  P.  Active  (Old  Age  Pension  Index),  Oct.  1034—.   1  f.d. 
Alpho.bctical  index  to  Old  Ago  Acti'/c  (Pension  Cases),  sho-'.dng  case  no.,  narae  and 
address  of  applicant,  and  dates  of  application  and  grant.  Typed  on  ptd.  fn. 

6  X  3  X  30. 

486.  OLD  AGE  CAITCELLED  (pension  Cases),  Oct.  1934—.   5  f.d.  (case  no,). 
Caso  histories  of  persons  who  have  received  aid,  but  whose  cases  have  been 
closed,  CasGs  fomorly  filed  in  Old  Age  Active  (Pension  Cases),  entry  484. 
Arr.  nun.  by  case  no.  Hdiv.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fn.   12  x  12  x  30. 

437.   0.  A.  P.  CAIICELLED  (Old  Age  Pension  Index),  Oct.  1034—. 
1  f.d. 
Alphabetical  index  to  Old  Age  Cancelled  (pension  Cases),  shovriLng  case  no.,  nane 
and  address  of  applicant  and  dates  of  application,  grant,  and  cancellation. 
Typed  on  ptd.  fn.   6  x  3  x  30. 

488.   OLD  AGE  DISMIS^AI^  (Rejected  Applications),  Oct.  1054—, 
9  f.d. 
Applications  rejected  for  ineligibility,  shovri.ng  nanc  caid  address  of  applicant, 
date  of  application,  case  history,  and  cause  of  rejection.  Arr.  alph.  by  sur- 
nane  of  applicant.  Hdv.'-.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fn.   12  x  12  x  30. 
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480.   0.  A.  P.  (OldAr-e  Pension)  DISMISSED,  Oct.  1034—.   1  f.d. 
Card  record  of  Old  A:;;e  Disr.iissals  (Rejected  Applications),  showin^^  nane  and 
address  of  applicant,  and  dates  of  apjilication  and  rejection.   Typed  on  ptd. 
fn.   12  X  6  :c  30. 


(490-491) 


XXrX.   LUZEIIIJE  COiniTY  FRESH  AIE  CjMP 


The  Luzerne  Coiinty  Fresh  Jar  Ccnp  was  established  in  1927  at  Kis-Lyn  Fam 
(see  Luzerne  County  Industrial  Cchool)  for  the  treotnent  and  care  of  under- 
nourished children,  and  those  fron  hones  where  tuherculosis  is  knovm  to  exist. 
Previous  to  this  there  had  been  no  such  service.  The  canp  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  a  board  of  directors  the  ncnbers  of  which  arc  identified  with  local 
private  tuberculosis  societies  throughout  the  county.  The  building  of  the  cup 
\iv.s   constructed  by  the  boys  of  the  Luzerne  Cotnity  Industrial  School  on  ground 
ovfficd  by  the  county  vath  funds  provided  by  the  county  coriraissioners  ($12,000), 
vdiile  the  cquipnent  is  ovmcd  by  the  Vfyoning  Valley  Tuberculosis  Society  of 
Yv'ilkes-Barrc,  the  Tuberculosis  Society  of  the  Middle  Coal  Field  District  of 
Hazlcton,  the  Nauticokc  Tuberculosis  Society,  and  the  Upper  Luzerne  Tuberculosis 
Association  of  Pittston.  The  coi.inissioners  laake  frequent  appropriations  for  the 
upkeep  of  the  building. 

The  canp  is  divided  into  tv;o  periods  of  one  nonth  each  during  the  sunner. 
It  acconr.iodatcs  one  hundred  children,  fifty  boys  and  fifty  girls,  in  each  canp 
period.  The  building  is  a  single-story  unit,  with  sleeping  quartv^rs  ot  each 
end,  separated  by  a  large  dining  roon  and  recreation  section.  All  expenses  are 
paid  by  local  societies,  which  send  children  there  (l).  The  canp  is  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  a  nurse  of  the  Vfyoning  Valley  Tuberculosis  Society.  The 
teachers  of  "Kis-?Lyn"  cooperate  vdth  her  in  providing  recreation.  The  canp  is 
equipped  with  a  svri.nning  pool  and  playground  (2). 

The  health  records  of  each  child  are  kt^pt  in  the  office  of  the  V/yoning 
Valley  Tuberculosis  Society  at  the  Kirby  Health  Center  in  i.Tilkes-Barre, 


490,  (FRLSH  LIU   C;j.'IP  REPORT),  1927—.   11  reports  in  1  bdl. 

Yearly  financial  report  of  Luzerne  Cotm.ty  Fr^^sh  j.ir  Canp,  showing  date  of  report, 
iteroizcd  list  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  balnnco,  and  average  cost  per  person 
per  day,  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report.   ITo  index.   Typed.   11  x  8  x  -g"* 

491,  EX.'jmL.TIOiiS,  1927—.   1,500  reports  in  2  f.d. 

Shovffi  date,  case  no.,  nane,  address,  age,  sex,  color,  parent's  nane,  personal 
history,  results  of  physical  exanination,  physician's  recinnendati .ms,  caid 
signature  of  physician.  Also  contains:  (Reports  to  Fanily  Physician),,  entry 
492,  and  (Request  Fori-),  entry  493.   ^rr.  alph,  by  first  letter  of  surnaue  of 
child.   No  index.   Typed  on  ptd.  fn.   15  x  9  x  18. 


1-  Bulletin  of  the  Pennsylvania  Tuberculosis  Society,  Philadelphia,  July 
1927,  p.  11.   2-' Facts  obtained"  fron  superintendent  -f  tho  Luzerne  County  In- 
dustrial School,  and  fron  tlio  president  and  secretary  of  the  Tuberculosis  Society 
of  the  Middle  Coal  Field  District. 


-  lOG  - 
Luzerne  County  Fresh  Air  Canp  (492-493) 

492.  (REPORTS  TO  FAIvIILY  rHYSICLA..lO»  1-27—.   In  E;xa:iiiiQ.tions,  entry  491. 
Duplicates  sho\vinc  date,  nar.ies  and  addrecsec  ol'  child  and  fanily  physician, 
diagnosis  of  case,  recomriendations,  and  nane  of  supervisor  of  fresh  air  carap. 

493.  (REQUEST  FORll),  1927—.   In  Exai.iinations,  entry  491. 

Request  for  nodical  tests  and  adLiission  to  fresh  air  camp,  shovdnc  date,  name, 
address,  age  of  cliild,  and  signature  of  parent  or  guardian. 


(next  entry  494,  p.  200) 


XXX.   THE  UI'IITED  CHARITIES  OF  TIS  CITY  OF  FxfVZLETOM 


The  United  Charities  of  the  City  of  Hazleton  was  orr-anized  in  1808  when 
it  vJtxs   knovm.  as  the  Hazleton  Brcnc]\  of  t--.e  Luzerne  County  Huraane  Association, 
an  organization  devoted  to  the  care  of  '-.pen'lent  children.   Soon  thereafter  the 
snaller  society  of  the  United  Charities,  orranizod  in  1804,  associated  \Tith  the 
Hiinane  Association,  and  fomed  the  United  Charities  of  the  City  of  Hazleton 
under  which  noiAe  it  \-kxs   incorpoi-ated  in  1002  (l). 

The  present  hone  of  the  United  Charities  vrc.s  constructed  in  1013.   It  is 
a  three-story  buildinr  vdth  an  annex,  constructed  in  1032,  and  knovm  as  the 
aclxiinistrative  buildinr  (2).  The  hone  is  in  charre  of  a  natron  who  supervises 
honeless  or  nistreateO  children. 

Besides  supporting  and  nanaf]inf-  the  hone,  the  United  Charities  engages  in 
social  work  in  the  Middle  Coal  ^ield  Poor  District.   Trained  social  workers 
under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  of  the  United  Clinrities  investigate 
cases  concerning  neglected  and  delinquent  children,  and  assist  in  adjusting 
donestic  difficulties  (3). 

Children  are  also  brought  to  the  hone  by  police  for  tonporary  care  or 
detention  pending  action  before  the  juvenile  court  at  Will<:es-Barre  (4).   The 
superintendent  of  the  hone  cooperates  in  all  ty~)es  of  cases  with  the  chief 
probation  officer  of  the  county,  who  uses  the  arlninistrative  building  to  hold 
hearings  every  other  Monday  to  adjust  fr^iily  difficulties. 

The  United  Chr.rities  receives  fvaids   fron  throe  sources.  The  Middle  Coal 
Field  Poor  District  (see  The  Poor  Districts  of  Luzerne  County)  is  legally  re- 
sponsible for  the  expenses  of  dependent  children  placed  there  by  the  district 
poor  directors  at  the  rate  of  sixt^/  cents  a  day  for  each  child  (5).   In  1038 
this  Tdll  beconc  the  legal  responsibility  of  the  county  conr.iissioners  as  adnin- 
istrative  heads  of  the  county  institution  district.  The  state  contributed 
|1,000  a  year  as  an  outright  grant.  The  comity  has  also  in  the  past  nade  con- 
tributioreas  outright  grants,  but  in  recent  years  this  aid  has  been  discon- 
tinued (6).  The  institution  is  supported  chiefly  by  private  contributions. 

The  superintendent  nust  keep  records  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  State 
Departnent  of  i/Velfare,  and  nake  returns  at  such  tines  as  the  dopartncnt  night 


1-  T-vvonty-fifth  Anniversary  Report,  The  United  Charities  of  Hazloton,  Penn- 
sylvania, p.  4..  2"  Ibid.,  p.  8.   3-  Ibid.,  p.  2.   4-  Leon  Stern,  The  Treatnent 
of  Adult  Offenders  and  Children  in  Luzerne  County,  Poraisylvania,  Pennsylvania 
Conmittoe  on  Penal  Affairs,  Philadclphic,  1020,  p.  44.   5-  Figures  supplied  by 
superintendent  of  the  United  Cliarities  of  Hazleton,  Pennsylvania.  Broken  dovm 
figures  of  financial  conpcnsation  to  separate  charities  not  specified  in  Annual 
Report  of  the  Controller  of  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania,  for  1037,  Wilkes-Barrcj 
1038.   6-  Aroiual  Report  of  the  Controller  of  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania,  for 
the  year  1030,  Wilkcs-Barrc,  1031,  p.  14. 
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direct  (7);  make  quarterly  scttlcnents  vath  the  State  Auditor  General  of  the 
expenditures  of  state  appropriations  (O);  su^nit  annuel  reports  of  the  number 
of  children  placed  in  the  hone,  and  a  fiioancial  stctonent  shov/ing  receipts  and 
disbursenents  to  the  State  Departncnt  of  Welfare  (0).   Case  histories  and  records 
of  family  interviev/s  are  kept  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  in  the  admin- 
istrative building  at  65  Madison  ^^vonue,  West  Hazleton.   The  superintendent  is 
not  required  to  nr.ke  any  reports  to  the  juvenile  court  except  upon  the  court's 
request. 


494.  MIIJUTES  OF  THE  BQl\KD   OF  DIRECTORS,  1098—.   4  vols. 

Shov/ing  date  of  meeting,  purpose,  business  transacted,  signatures  of  president 
and  secretary.  Arr.  cliron.  by  date  of  mooting.  No  index.   Hdv^r.,  1898-1936; 
typed,  1936--.  Aver.  450  pp.  14  x  G  x  2» 

495.  FjUIILY  history,  1902—.   600  papers  in  12  f.d.  (A-Z  by  contained 
letters  of  alphabet). 

Family,  person" 1,  and  case  histories  of  applicants,  shovring  name,  address,  typo 
of  case,  date  and  amount  of  relief  given,  type  and  date  of  service  rendered. 
Arr.  alph.  by  surncime  of  applicant.  ITo  index.   Typed  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x  24. 

496.  STATISTICAL  RECORD,  1902—.   2,000  cards  in  1  f.b. 

Card  record  of  cases,  showing  case  no.,  name,  address,  source  of  application, 
date  received,  type  of  case,  personal,  and  family  history,  date  and  amount  of 
relief,  and  type  of  service  given,  and  date  of  closing  of  case.  Arr.  alph.  by 
surname  of  applicant.  No  index.   Typed  on  ptd.  fm.   2  x  36  x  24. 


7-  1925  PL  762  s  500.   8-  1872  PL  1  s  45.   9-  1903  PL  11  s  1. 
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XXXI,   TIE  CHIL!:nZi:«£  HOJ'HL  OF  TK^  CITY  OF  'TILKLS-B^ JRI^ 


In  March  1862  a  gr  :up  of  xroncn  net  in  T,7ilkes-Barre  to  establish  a  hono  for 
destitute  and  needy  cliililren  (1).  Prior  to  this  tine  such  chil'lrcn  wore  the 
solo  charges  of  local  pn_-r  directors  (sue  P?-.r  Districts  of  Luzerne  Covmty), 
In  1863  a  society  ;vns  incorporated  under  the  title  of  "The  Hone  for  Friendless 
Children  for  the  Borou-jh  of  l.'ilkes-Br.rrc  and  the  Countj'-  of  Luzerne",  a  nano 
changed  in  1929  to  the  Children's  Hono  of  the  City  of  i/ilkes-Barro.  The  in- 
stitution rreis  placed  under  the  direction  of  a  board  of  nanagers  OOTisisting  of 
tivonty-f-iur  wonen^  and  a  board  of  trustees  couEiEtiii;-;  of  Eixtecn  nen  (2). 
George  M»  Hollonback  served  as  the  first  prcside^.t. 

In  June  1863  Vifork  7/r:G  begim.  on  a  hone,  a  three-storj--  brick  structure,  in 
T/ilkcs-Barre,   It  tos  enlarged  in  1866  through  state  aid  (3).   In  1909  a  hospital 
•was  erected  entirely  s'.paratc  fron  the  hone.  The  institution  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  a  natrin  appr^inted  by  the  board  of  nonagers. 

The  hone  has  alv/ays  been  supported  by  gifts,  contributions,  and  endow- 
nent  funds.  Destitute  children  are  placed  here  by  the  child vplacenint  division 
of  such  charitable  societies  as  the  United  Charities  of  i.'ilkes-Barre,  v^hich 
unlike  tlie  United  Charities  of  Hazletonj  has  no  perrx.nent  hone  of  its  o-vvn.  Since 
1893  dependent  children  have  also  been  cent   to  the  Children's  Hone  by  the  juvenile 
co\irt  in  v/hich  case  tliey  bocone  the  county's  chv.rges  (5).  Paid  social  workers  of 
the  institution  investigate  each  child,  and  conpile  running  case  histories.  The 
workers  are  frequently  consulted  by  the  juvenile  court  in  cases  involving  depen- 
dent children.  Children  are  often  boarded  in  foster  liories  by  this  institution. 

In  1938  the  present  Children's  Hone  vdll  be  der.iolisliod*  Two  nodern 
cottages  vdll  be  built  on   the  sane  site  in  accordance  v/ith  the  nodern  trend  of 
institutional  care,  and  a   natron  placed  in  charge  of  each.  The  cottages  will 
contain  faoilities  f<^r  t:ie  ecru  of  t->7elve  children  each.  Other  cliildren  vdll 
be  placed  in  boarding;  hones.  The  trustees  of  the  Martha  Bonnet  Estate,  by 
agreenent  with  the  Children's  Ho..e,  -,dll  build  one  cottage  and  the  Children's 
Hone,  tho  oth^r, 

A  Children's  Service  Center  vdll  be  incorporated  in  1958-,  and  will  take 
over  the  v/ork  of  the  child  rlacenent  division  of  the  United  Charities  of 
•Vilkes-Barre,   It  vdli  also  conduct  a  Child  Guidance  Clinic  at  the  Children's 
Hone  and  select  the  Gociul  workers  of  this  inptituti:n, 

A  section  of  the  old  building  will  renadn  at  555  South  Franklin  StrcL,t  as 
an  adr.iinistrative  office  vrhich  -dll  house  recorr's  of  case  histori<^s»  These 


1-  Josephine  Hillard  and  Jiartha  B^iaiett  Phelps,  :.  Sh  )rt  ..cc,  unt  of  the  Early 
History  of  the  Hone  for  Friendlesa  Children,  1862-19T2,  dil'kes-Barre,  1912,  p. 
'3",   2-  Charter  and  By-Lt.v/s  of  tho  Hone  for  Friendless  Children,  Mlkes-Barrc, 
1864,  p.  IT,     3-  Hillarl  and  Phelps,  op,  cit,,  p.  10.  4-  Ibid,,  p.  13, 
5-  1893  PL  539, 
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v/ill  bo  found  on  the  first  floor.   The  director  is  not  required  to  nake  nny 
reports  to  the  juvenile  court,  but  -nust  send  reports  to  the  State  Dcpartnent  of 
Welfare  upon  request  (6), 

In  1937  the  Children's  Hone  in  ITilkes-Bnrrc  received  ^JPilGO  fron  Luzemo 
County  for  the  care  of  dependent  children,  on  a  per  diei.i  basis  (7). 


497.  MIIIUTES  OF  BO/J;D  OF  DIliiCTORS'  iffiETIHGS,  1900—.   7  vols. 
Minutes  of  Bo^rd  of  Directors'  neetings,  showing  date  of  neoting,  nanes  of 
nenbers  present,  reports,  business  transacted,  and  signature  of  secretaiy.  ^^rr. 
chron.  by  date  of  neeting,   IJo  index.   Hdw.   ;.vcr.  SOO  pp.  10  x  12  x  2.   Supt. 
desk. 

498.  RECORD  OF  -.DMIS5I0IIS  :JIL  DISCILJIGE  OF  CKILDiiEII,  1362—.   17  vols, 
(dated). 

Record  of  children  ackiittcd  and  discharged,  shovdng  nr^r.ie,  address,  sex,  and 
age  of  child,  date  of  adi,iission,  nfj.ios  and  addresses  of  parents  or  relatives, 
length  of  residence  in  Kone,  and  date  and  condition  of  discharge,  ^rr.  chron. 
by  date  of  adr.iission.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  lett^-r  of  surnane  of  child.  Hdw. 
Aver.  300  pp.  11  x  15  x  2.   1862-1929,  14  vols.,  bsrat.  vlt.;  1930—,  3  vols., 
supt.  desk. 


6-  1925  PL  772  s  500.   7-  Figuros  supi'lied  by  controller's  office  of  Luzerne 
County. 
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The  Dutch  Governors  nt  IJo-;;  Yortc  na-.'e  titles  for  lands  on  the  Delaivare  hy 
pr.tent.  The  English,  un^or  the  Diil:c  of  York,  confisccto.I  lands  of  those  who  had 
borne  an^.s  against  then,  and  required  all  I'^.nds  to  be  hold  lindor  English  author- 
ity. Under  Andros,  as  under  Pcini,  the  systcn  vjas  adopted  of  granting  vacant 
lands  by  -warrant  and  survey.   For  tMs  purpose  Poim  appointed  a  Surveyor  General 
who  had  no  official  status,  but  superintended  the  execution  of  surveys  vdth  the 
aid  of  deputy  surveyors  appointed  for  each  county  (l). 

The  office,  of  Surveyor  General,  first  given  lor.islative  sanction  in  1781  (2)j 
yiv,s   abolished  by  the  Constitution  of  1874,  and  its  functions  vi^rc   taken  over  by 
the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  (3).  The  duties  of  the  deputy  surveyor  vAiro 
taken  over  by  the  count;^  surveyjr  when  the  office  of  deputy  surveyor  ivas  abolish- 
ed in  1850  (4).   The  incunbent  of  this  office  r.ust  be  a  practical  surveyor  (5) 
and  his  ten.i  is  four  years  (6), 

In  order  to  understand  the  duties  of  the  coui:ty  survey-r,  it  is  necessary 
to  review  the  duties  of  Icputy  surveyors  in  their  relation  to  the  Surveyor 
General.   The  bulk  of  the  Surveyor  Generol's  duties  consisted  of  surveying, 
pursuant  to  r,ra.rrant  (7),  lands  to  which  patents  had  not  yet  been  issued  (8).  To 
aid  the  Surveyor  General  in  his  work,  the  deputy  surveyor  via.s   authorized  to  act 
v/ithin  a  definitely  prescribed  district  (9).   lie  vr  s  required  to  survey,  enter 
in  a  survey  book  (lO),  cjid  riaJrc  an  annual  ropoi't  to  the  Surveyor  General  of  the 
anount  of  land  surveyed  by  hir.i  upon  each  vr.rrant  (11).   He  kept  accounts  of  all 
lands  sold  and  fees  paid  on  vr.ri'ants  and  patents,  v.hich  he  forwarded  to  the 
Surveyor  General,  who  fonvr.rdod  then  to  the  Auditor  General  (12)  and  paid  the 
foes  into  the  state  treasury  (13).  The  deputy  surveyor  furnished  to  the  board 
of  county  cor.ivdssioncrs  inforr/ti'.'n  necessary  for  levying;  and  collecting  taxes 
on  realty,  and  iicdc  returns  of  all  lands  surveyed  v.dthin  his  district  (14).  All 
of  these  duties  were  token  cvur  by  the  c^iunty  surveyor  -/hen  thcit  office  v;as 
established  in  1850  (l5). 

The  c  umty  surveyor  receives  fron  tViu  Secretary  of  Internal  ^Vf fairs  the 
lists  of  nai.ios  of  ivr.rranteus  of  tracts  of  unpatented  land  vdthin  the  county, 
vfhich  he  fomerljr  received  fron  the  Surveyor  General  (16).   Ke  is  required  to 
notifjr  th-e  owners  th:.t  their  tracts  are  impatontcd  and  th^t  the  Attorney  General 


1-  Thonas  Sergeant,  A  Viuvj-  of  the  Land  Lav."  of  Purjisylvanio,  Philadelphia, 
1838,  pp.  20-36.   2-  1781,  1  Sn  L  529;  1785,  2  Snl,  517  s  1.   3-  Const,,  Art.  IV 
s  19;  1874  PL  135  s  4.   4-  1850  PL  434  s  5,  10.   5-  1929  PL  1278  s  51,  IGO; 
1931  PL  401  s  1.   6-  Const.,  Art.  XIV  s  2  as  ar..  1909.   7-  1792,  3  Sn  L  70  s  3. 
8-  1781,  1  Sn  L  529  s  5.   9-  1781,  1  Si.i  L  529  s  5;  1785,  2  Sn  L  317  s  15;  1792, 
3  Sn  L  70  s  6.   10-  1792,  5  Sn  L  70  s  5.   11-  1785,  2  Sn  L  317  s  10;  1792, 
3  Sn  L  70  s  7.   12-  1809  PL  122,  5  Sn  L  46  s  6.   15-  1811  PL  145,  5  Sn  L  228  s 
28.   14-  1804  PL  517,  4  Sn  L  201  s  1.   15-  1850  PL  434  s  5  rep.  1929  PL  1278  s 
1051  but  reen.  in  s  161,  16-  1864  PL  914  s  1;  1872  PL  51  s  2. 
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will  institute  process  for  collection  of  ^.Tronrf-.'^es  unless  paid  within  a  pre- 
scribed tine.   If  such  lands  are  \uir.oated  i-nl  cold  for  taxes,  an:l  the  tine  linit 
for  thoir  redcnption  has  not  expired,  the  sur\,'eyor  iiust  notify  the  parties  vho 
lost  paid  the  taxes  previous  to  the  sale  (17).   Upon  receiving,  such  lists  di  i? 
also  required  to  file  a  copy  in  the  prothonotary' s  office,  together  with  c  iigoc 
of  the  fact  that  service  of  notice  vjns  nadc  (18).  At  the  request  of  the  owner 
of  an  unpatented  tract,  the  surveyor  nust  noke  the  necessary  survey  (19). 

The  inportcnco  of  the  elective  office  of  surveyor  has  dininished  in  recent 
years.  The  office  is  allowed  to  go   unfilled  in  nany  coimties,  but  Luzerne  still 
elects  c.   surveyor,  although  nost  of  his  duties  have  been  taken  over  by  the 
county  engineer  (sec  Engineer) .   The  surveyor's  only  duty  today  is  to  doteminc 
exact  boundaries  in  disputes  between  nunicipalitios.   In  certain  instances,  the 
courts  of  Luzerne  Coimty  nust  appoint  the  surveyor  as  a  vievfer.(sec  Board  of 
Vic\vcrs). 

The  surveyor  receives  a  noninal  salary  fron  the  county,  but  is  not  furnished 
with  an  office  or  supplies.   The  surveyor  of  Luzerne  County  keeps  no  records. 


17-  1072  PL  51  s  2.   18-  Ibid.,  s  3.   19-  Ibid 
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JGOilll.   ENGIIJEER 


County  engineering  vrark  rr.s  done  by  rcgulorly  cypointcd  engineers  in 
only  a  fovf   instanc(:;s  in  colonic.l  Pemisylvanir. ,  Tlie  greater  part  of  such  work 
was  done  by  individuals  appointed  by  the  board  of  cjxmty  comnissioncrs  -.idicnevcr 
necessary.  There  -vvas  no  legislative  provision  for  the  appointment  of  a  county 
engineer  until  1919,  although  earlier  acts  on  related  subjects  indicate  his 
existence  (1).  Under  the  act  of  lOlD,  the  county  cor.inissioncrs  nay  appoint  a 
registered  professional  engineer  as  count;.'  engineer  for  a  torn  of  four  yor^rs  (2)< 
J.  county  engineer  has  been  appointed  in  Luzerne  Ccuntjr.   He  receives  a  salcry 
end  necessary  supplies  fron  the  coiinty,  and  is  also  furnished  vdth  an  office  in 
the  basenent  of  the  courthouse, 

Fomcrly  the  nost  important  duties  of  the  county  engini^-er  vvero  in  connec- 
tion xvitli  the  construction  and  r-aintenance  of  county  ro::  ds  anl  bridges •   Dur- 
ing recent  years,  the  State  Departnent  of  Ilighvjays  has  taken  over  a  large  number 
of  those  roads  and  bridges,  so  that  his  duties  in  this  regard  have  becone  less 
inportant.   The  engineer  is  in  charge  of  and  prepares  plnns,  specifications, 
and  estii.iates  for  all  engineering  vrork  in  the  county.   Ho  furnishes  the  county 
coLinissioners  v/ith  infornation  about  such  work,  and,  in  general,  perfoms  such 
duties  as  the  county  corTiissioners  riay  prescribe  (3).  Ee  ::akes  plans  or  drafts 
for  the  board  of  viewers  v/nen  establisliing  sewer  districts  (4).  IrTnere  the 
county  has  constructed  nain  or  trvm]-:  sowers,  any  : -uiiicipality  nay  hrve  the  right 
to  connect  vdth  it,  but  only  vm.  .i^r  the  supervisi'm  of  the  county  engineer  (5). 

In  Luzerne  County,  although  the  office  of  surveyor  is  still  filled,  his 
duties  have  l:^rgely  been  tcken  over  by  "Che  engineer  (sec  Surveyor). 


Land  Grants 
(S^o-  also  entries  62,  87,  356,  537) 

499.  (UdlD  Y^JdJdiTS),    1769-33.      1   vol. 

Record   of  land  vrr.rrants    issued,    sliovri.ng  nf.u.ie   of  vnrrantec,    dote   of  v.'arrant,    date 
of   survey,    patent  no.,    description  and  location  of  land,    and  nuiiber  of  acres 
released  with  nanes   of   releasors,     j'^rr.   alph.  by  nane   of  --vorrantee.      IJo  index. 
Hdw.    on  ptd.    fn.      44  pp.    18  x  11  x   1.      Bsnt,   vlt. 

500.  Y/^JiroUITLE  i.TL..S    OF  LUZEIllIE  COUIITY,    1755-1374.      1  vol. 

Plots   of  original  purchases   of  land  fron  state,    shcv/ing  description  and  location 
of  property  by  tovjnship   or  borough  boimdaries,   plot  no.,    and  nax;e   of   uTirrantce. 
Arr.    alph.   by  nrn.e   of  nunicipality.      Wo   index.      Lithogrrphed.      35  pp.    30  x   28  x 
-|.      Bsnt.   vlt. 


1-   1876  PL  13;    1911   PL  468   s    5G.      2-   1919   PL  1P3   s   1;    1927   PL  820  IIo.    415 
1;    1929   PL  1278   s   166.      3-   1919  PL  163   s    2;    1929   PL  1278   s    167.      4-   1929  PL 
1278   s    1002.      5-    Ibid.,    s   1013. 
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Ror.ds  end   Bridges 
(Soe  also  entries  200-203,  333-385) 

501.   TPa.CIi:GS  OF  FuVPS  FOR  TIE  COUIITY  I'O.JDS,  1930—.   210  naps  on  9  . 
racks.   1923-30  in  (Blue  Prints  and  Rough  Drafts),  entry  508. 
Maps  of  coimty  roa:1s,  shovdng  ncj-iu  of  borough  or  tovrr.ship,  naxius  of  roads,  pro- 
perty oivners,  v;ith  frontage  and  description  and  route  of  road,  nane  of  conpilcr, 
and  date.  Also  contains:  (^xccident  and  Murd.cr  Sites),  entry  289.  Rot  arr. 
ITo  index.  Hand-drarm.  Maps,  22  x   36,  Bsnt,  vlt. 

502-   TRJ.CIRGS  OF  JL'.PS  FOR  TIE  PA.  (PEiRyGYL¥.d;iA)  STi.TR  HIGff.AY  DEPT., 
1924 — .  433  itens  on  12  racks. 
Tracings  of  naps  of  state  highv^.y  routes  in  Luzerne  County,  shomng  route  and 
section  nos.,  and  location  of  route.  Arr.  nvui.  by  r-'ute  no.  Ho  index.  Hand- 
traced.  Maps,  22  X  36,   Bsnt.  vlt, 

503.  IffiCORD  OF  BRIDGE  CORSTRUGTIOF  AlE)  RRP.URS,  1906-8.   1  v-.l.  Dis- 
continued, 

Record  of  appropriations  nade  for  construction  and  repair  of  bridges,  shovdng 
anount  and  d:^te  of  appropriation,  location  of  bridge  by  street,  road,  and 
political  sub-division,  Arr,  alph,  by  nci;e  of  political  sub-division,  entries 
nade  chron,  by  d,:,te  of  appropriation.  I!o  index.  Kdvir.  300  pp,  18  x  16  x  2, 
Off, 

504.  SPECIFICATIOITS  OF  BRIDGES  BUILT  BY  COUI'TY,  1897-1912,   800  records 
in  0  f,b. 

Specifications  for  brid.ges  acconpa.nied  by  blueprintr,  sho^'dng  n.-.ines  of  firms 
furnishing  natcrial  and  labor,  itens,  specifications  for  construction  and 
naterials,  location  of  bridge,  and  signatures  of  C'r^vnty   engineer  and  inspectors. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   Uo  index.   Typed,   11  x  5  x  15,   Corms.  bsi.it.  vlt. 

Miscellaneous 

505.  D;JL".GR  RELE:.SE  (Road  and  Bridge  Departnent),  1928-29.   300  sheets 
in  1  bdl. 

Releases,  discharging  the  c"u:tty  fron  further  liability  to  property  ovmers 
aviurded  danages  in  conder.mation  proceedings,  shcnLng  nane  of  property  ovmer, 
high^vay  location,  land  boundiaries,  danago  done,  anoTont  paid  to  property  ovmer, 
date  of  release,  and  si,gnatureE  of  v.dtnesses  and  property  o-wnor.  Arr,  chron. 
by  date  of  release.   Ro  index.   Typed.   11  x  0  x  2.   Cent.  bsnt.  vlt. 

506.  TRjVCINGS  OF  CONSOLIDATED  TOVflTSiilPS,  1924—.   35  maps  on  3  racks. 
Maps  of  consolidated  to'vvnshipE  of  Luzerne  and  Lacka^vanna  Counties,  shovdng  name 
of  township,  location  and  boundaries,  date  compiled,  and  nane  of  chief  engineer. 
Not  arr.   Mo  index.   Hand-dravm.   Maps,  22  x  36.   Bsmt.  vlt. 

507.  TPJ.CIRGS  of  MPS  OF  LEGISU.TrE  DISTRICTS,  1924—.   115  maps  on 
6  racks. 

Maps  of  legislati-we  districts,  shoidng  name  of  municipality,  district  no.,  street 
names,  ward  and  municipality  boundaries,  viurd   nos.,  lines  of  voting  precincts, 
principal  buildings  and  landmarks,  Arr.  num. .by  legislative  dist,  nos.  No 
index.  Hand-drawn.  Maps,  22  x  30.  Bsmt.  vlt. 


•  207  - 
Engineer  -  Miscellaneous  (508) 

508.   (BLUE  PRINTS  iJTD  ROUGH  DR.'.FTS),  1925—.  1,300  papers  in  30  bins. 
Miscellaneous  prints  nnd  drafts  of  state  roads,  damage  claims,  voting  precirctsj 
legislative  districts,  consolidated  townships,  and  municipalities,  shov;ing  date 
drawn,  description,  location  and  boundaries  of  property,  roads,  districts,  name 
of  municipality,  and  interested  parties  (as  in  case  of  roads  and  damage  clrimc), 
names  of  compiler  and  county  engineer.  Also  contains:  (Accident  and  Murder 
Sites),  1923-30,  entry  289;  Tracings  of  Maps  for  the  County  Roads,  1923-30, 
entry  501.  Kot  arr.  No  index.  Blueprints  and  hand-drawn.   Prints  and  drafts 
aver.  24  x  48.  Bsrat.  vlt. 


XXXIV.   BOiiRD  OF  VIET.-ERS 


Fron  the  curliest  coloniol  timus  the  nnnagcnont  of  roads  ■-■nd   bridges  hcs 
boon  vested  in  the  county  (sec  Engineer),  Public  higb.vays  v/cro  at  first  laid 
out  by  order  of  the  Governor  v/hile  private  roads  connecting  then  ivcro  opened 
at  the  instance  of  the  court  of  qui'.rter  scssionr,  if  viewers  appointed  by  the 
court  had  previously  K'.do  a  favorable  report  upon  the  projected  enterprise. 
Bridges  were  lilcevdsc  built  at  county  expense.  The  court  of  quarter  sessions 
named  overseers,  -vviio  vrere  responsible  for  keeping  in  repair  all  highvm.y3  rdthin 
their  territorial  linit  (l).   Subsequent  legislation  transferred  the  latter 
function  to  the  township,   Ororsoers  henceforth  bccanc  elected  tovirn.ship 
officers  (2), 

In  the  nineteenth  century  it  renained  the  duty  of  tlie  court  of  quarter 
sessions  to  appoint  road  vievrcrs  upon  receipt  of  a   petition  to  grant  a  view 
for  the  purpose  of  opening,  grading, or  vacating  public  and  private  roads  and 
bridges;  and  for  the  assessment  of  d;i:-'iiges.  The  viev;ers  v/erc  required  to  nr.ke 
a  report  to  the  c^.iurt  stating  whether  nr  not  the  proposed  rr>ad  or  bridge  ^vas 
necessary  (3), 

Today  the  court  nust  appoint  a  county  board  of   vievfcrs  consisting  of  not 
less  than  three  nor  nore  than  nine  uerabers,  one  third  of  v.'iion  nay  be  sui'vcyors 
or  racnbors  of  the  bt  r.   In  Luzerne  County  there  are  nine  nenbers  on  the  board. 
Each  viei,ver  is  appointed  for  a  ten.i  of  three  yoars  (4),  Vaionever  viov/ers  are 
appointed  by  any  of  the  c:>urts  of  Luzerne  Countj'-  in  natters  requiring  the 
services  of  a  surveyor,  these  courts  nust  appoint  the  county  surveyor  as  one 
of  the  viev/crs  (5), 

Upon  receipt  of  a  petition  to  grant  a  vievr  the  court  appoints  a  board  of 
view  consisting  of  three  nenbers,  one  of  whon  nust  be  learned  in  the  law,  fron 
anong  the  nenbers  of  the  board  of  viev/ers  of  the  county.  Reports  of  this  board 
arc  filed  with  the  court.  They  nust  set  forth  the  anomit  of  dvanages  assessed 
and  a  plan  shomng  the  properties  affected.  Each  report  nust  be  concurred  in 
and  signed  by  at  least  t.7o  of  the  vicr«;rs.   In  case  of  failure  of  any  board  to 
file  a  report  a  new  board  of  view  nust  be  appointed  by  the  court  (6),  Appeals 
fron  any  action  nay  be  filed  in  the  court  -wiiereupon  it  becones  the  duty  of 
the  county  board  of  vioivers  to  prepare  trial-lists.  All  hearings  of  the  board 
of  viewers  on  appeal  cases  nust  be  held  publicly  in  the  c-urthouse  (7), 


1-  E.R.L.  Gould,  Local  Governnent  in  Pe  nsylvania,  Baltinor^,  1883-  I,  29. 
2-  Ibid.,  p.  39,'  1802,  3  Sn  L  512  s  2;  1836  PL  556  s  6.   3-  1802,  3  Sn  L  512 
s  1;  1836  PL  555  s  1,  11,  35.   4-  1911  PL  1123  s  1;  1S29  PL  867  s  1;  1929  PL 
1278  s  171,  174;  1931  PL  401  s  1.   5-  1869  PL  1249  s  1,   6-  1911  PL  1123  s  5; 
1929  PL  866  s  1.   7-  1911  PL  1123  s  6,  7, 


XXXV.   SEALERS  OF  WEIGHTS  IJH)   MEASURES 


In  the  early  days  of  the  /jnerican  colonies  much  attention  ivas  given  to 
public  weighing  and  measuring.  An  Aot  of  1676  ordered  that  the  high  constable 
in  each  riding  should  provide  at  the  public  charge,  standards  of  weights  and 
measures.  He  was  also  charged  with  the  duty  of  requiring  constables  and 
overseers  in  every  town  to  provide,  at  the  expense  of  the  toviTis,  conforming 
iTOights  and  measures.  There  were  numerous  other  laws  and  orders  on  tliis 
question  passed  in  these  early  days.  Follomnc;  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  we  find  in  Pennsylvania  much  legislation  dealing  mth 
the  inspection  of  weights  and  measures,  the  stondard  rreight  of  commodities,  and 
the  size  of  containers.  The  Act  of  1854  fixed  the  standards  and  denomin;.;  tions 
of  standards  of  weights  and  measures  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  still  in  effect  (l)^ 

In  1845  the  General  Assembly  authorized  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  sealer 
of  v;eights  and  measures  in  each  county  for  o  term  of  three  years.  His  duties 
were  to  stamp  officially  rll  measures  tested  by  him  (2).   In  1883  the  office 
of  sealer  of  vreights  and  measures  v/as  abolished  (3).   Further  efforts  on  the 
part  of  local  administrators  of  the  lavfs  relating  to  the  regulation  of  standard 
weights  and  measures  were  without  legislative  c;uthorization  until  18P5,  when  an 
act  was  passed  providing  for  the  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  inspectors 
designated  by  the  board  of  county  conmis.sioners,  in  cities  of  the  first  and 
second  class,  for  a  term  of  four  years  (4).   In  1911  provision  v/as  mtxde  for  the 
county  commissioners  to  appoint  one  or  more  competent  persons  as  ooiinty  sealers 
or  inspectors  of  weights  and  measures,  to  hold  office  during  good  behavior  (5). 
There  are  at  present  three  sealers  in  Luzerne  County. 

Four  times  a  year  the  sealers  must  inspect  end  adjust  all  measures, 
scales,  and  weights  (6).   They  must  tr,ke  charge  of  the  standards  furnished  by 
the  chief  of  the  State  Bureau  of  Weights  and  Measures,  and  they  have  the  pov;er 
to  test  all  instruments  used  in  weighing  and  measuring  anybhing  to  be  sold,  in- 
cluding instruments  for  weighing  at  coal  mines,  weighing  machines,  and  scales 
installed  in  places  frequented  by  the  public. 

Purchasers  of  uninspected  new  scaler,  weights,  or  measures  i[iust,  before 
using,  request  the  sealers  to  test  them,  and  if  they  cannot  be  adjusted,  they 
must  be  removed  and  destroyed  (7).  The  sealers  must  seal  vreights  and  measures 
when  they  find  that  they  comply  with  ail  regulations.  However,  any  such  devices 


1-  Ai'.Compilation  of  Lavre  Relating  to  ^leights  and  Measures,  Legislative  Re-^ 
ference  Bureau,  Harrisburg,  1934.  See  nlso  Manual  of  Inspection  and  IaforT:iation 
for  Weights  and  Measures  Officials,  Bureau  of  Standards,  Vi'ashington,  1918,  and 
Federal  and  State  Laws  Relating  to  Weights  and  Measures,  Bureau  of  Standards, 
Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  20,  Wrshington,  1926.   2-  1845  PL  443  s  5  rep. 
1883  PL  6.   3-  1883  PL  6.  4-  1895  PL  386  s  1.   5-  1911  PL  275  s  1>   1913  PL  960 
s  1,  hold  unconstitutional  in  Comiiu  vs.  Hoyt,  254  Pa.  45  (1916),  and  in  Comm. 
vs.  Loary,  63  Sup.  434  (1915).   1917  PL  1102  s  1.  6-  1845  PL  443  s  6  rep.. 1883 
PL  6;  1895  PL  386  s  3.   7-  1895  PL  386  s  5. 


Scalers  of  Weights  and  Moi?, suros 

which  are  Inter  found  to  be  defective,  may  be  confiscr.ted  (8), 

The  scalers  must  unforcc  laws  prohibiting  sales  of  dry  coinmoditios  by- 
liquid  ineasure;  sales  of  liquid  conimoditics  by  dry  measurej  sales  of  enumierated 
Goinnedities  by  bushel  vdthout  specifying  the  detiignatcd  weight;  sales  utilizing 
r.   raoasure  -.vithout  a  bottom,  or  one  which  is  not  distinctly  marked  as  to  its 
capaci-cj'-j  sales  by  anyone,  vdth  intent  to  defraud  or  misrepresent  any  article 
as  to  weight,  place  of  r.r.Muff.cture,  or  name  of  manufacturer  (9). 

Upon  discovery  of  an  offender  it  is  the  duty  of  the  sealers  to  commence 
prosecution  (lO).  They  must  send  monthly  reports  on  their  vrark  to  the  State 
Bureau  of  Vfcights  and  Measures'  (11). 

The  sealers  of  Luzerne  Countjr  receive  a  salary  and  necessary  supplies 
from  the  county,  but  are  not  furnished  xvith  an  office.   They  meet  in  the  office 
of  the  county  conmiissioners  on  the  first  floor  of  the  courthouce.   They  keep 
no  records,  sending  all  reports  to  the  State  Bureau  of  '"/eights  and  Measures  as 
soon  as  they  arc  made. 


8-  1921  PL  389  s  15.  9-  1913  PL  965  s  2-^6,  9;  1915  PL  280  s  1;  1915  PL  531 
E  1;  1921  PL  253  s  1;  192?  PL  278  c  Ij  1925  PL  325  s  1;  1929  PL  1259  s  Ij  1931 
PL  105  s  1.  10-  1921  PL  389  s  15.  11-  1911  PL  275  s  2;  1913  PL  960  s  2;  1917 
PL  799  s  1;  1929  PL  1757  s  1. 
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141,  142,  143,  145-154,  156-158,  166,  167,  170,  171,  173-175,  177,  130,  131, 
TG3,  T35,  136,  190,  192-197,  193,  199,  202,  215,  214,  215,  217,  213,  220, 
221,  223,  225-229,  231,  233-235,  238,  239,  241-243,  245-251,  253,259,  262- 


Chronological  Index 


267,  269-275,  276,  278,  270,  2^,    232,  203,  234,  2GG,  207,  200,  209,  290, 

291,  292-294,  296,  29G-300,  3'01,"  o05,  305,  300,  309,  312-514,  516,  520-320, 

529,  550,  531,  552,  553-540,  546,  552,  553,  354,  357,  550,  564,  567-572, 

575,  574,  576,  577,  570,  530,  501,  332,  333,  509,  590,  392,  595,  596,  599, 

400,  401,  404,  405,  409,  411,  412,  415,  414-420,  '1-25,  427,  420,  429,  451, 

452,  455,  455,  456,  433,  439,  440,  441,  442,  443,  444,  445-443,  449-452, 

453,  454,  455-474,  475-409,  490-493",  501,  502,  506-508 


(Aba-Ass) 


IlIDEX 


Figures  in  arabic  type  refer  to  entry  aumberj 
scored)  to  pages. 


figures  in  italics  (iindei 


Abatements,  tax,  see  Taxes 
Abbreviations,  list  of,  41 
Accounts 
See  also  Fees;  Warrants 

assessors' ,  158 

building  maintenance,  399,  411 

burial,  404,  405 

central  poor  district,  187 

commissioners',  158,  29-37 

controller's,    378,    379,    393-421 

coroner's)  158 

county,  general,  420 

court,  156-165,  185,  399,  411 

docket,  161,  231,  361 

election,  361,  399,  411 

election  candidates',  436,  437 

engineer's,  379 

fiduciaries',  see  Fiduciaries, 
accounts  of 

Fresh  Air  Camp,  490 

indigents'  support,  184,  200 

institutions',  361,  406 

jail  warden's,  316-319 

municipal,  358,  562,  402 

poor  directors',  186-188 

prison  board,  321,  403,  404 

probation  officers',  140,  326,  327 

road  and  bridge,  362,  407-409 

school,  180,  362,  363,  446,  452-454 

services,  399,  411 

sheriff's,  120,  121 

supplies,  399,  411 

transcription  of  records,  401 

treasurer's,  354-363 
inspection  of,  153 

witness  fee,  400 
Administration,  cases  of,  101 
Adoptions,  246,  247 

cases  of,  139 

docket,  247 
index  to,  248 
Ad  sectam  judgment  index,  66,  67 
Advertisements,  property  sale,  224 
Agricultural  Extension  Service,  18,  19 
Agricultural  schools,  see  Schools 


77.  183 


Aid,  see  Poor;  Relief 

Albany  Council,  2 

Alderman,  _22,  _23,  69,  71,  76, 

Aliens,  see  Naturalization 

Almshouses,  see  Institutions;  Poor 

Districts 
Andros,  Governor 
courts  under,  11 
land  grants  under,  203 
ordinances  of,  117  ~ 
Appeals,  69^,   _89,  183,  188,  345 
Appearance  docket,  66,  122 

index  to,  123 
Appellate  court,  69, 
Appointments,  offTcie 

and  Commissions 
Appraisements 
See  also  Estates 
lists  of,  157 
mercantile,  152 
records  of,  TT§-221, 
Appraisers,  103 

appointment  of,  115 
mercantile 

appointment  of,  13,  157 
duties  of,  153,  157 
pajrments  to,  152 
tenure  of  office,  157 
Apprentices,  185 
Appropriations,  state,  Th,    143 
Arbitration  proceedings,  67,  125 
Argument  lists,  80-85,  17'67  183,  217 
Arndt,  Philip  John,  4 
Arrests,  bonds  filed  in^  118 
Assembly,  see  Connecticut;  General 

Assembly 
Assessment  and  revision  of  taxes, 
board  for 
See  also  Taxes 
appointment  of,  48,  147 


_89 

lis',    see    Oaths 


239,    261-269 


functions  of,  13, 
reports  to,  71 
tenure  of  office. 
Assessments 
See  also  Taxes 


16 


147 


Index 


(Ass-But) 


Assessments  (continued) 
function,  _11,  44 
lists  of,  147 
occupational,  147, 
property,  70,  146, 

Assessors 

accounts  of,  158 
borough,  146 
county 

appointment  of. 


186 
T47, 


146 


186 


duties  of,  146,  151  ■■.;;'■.   ,.'   ,  ' 

district,  M7         •  ' 

duties,  of,  2£L         .,  ••  •      ■  .  ' 
Assistance,  see  Relief   • — ' 
Associations,  67 

Asyliims,  see  Institutions,  mental 
Atlases,  see  Maps 
Attorney^ .    , 

district,  see  District,  attorney 
General,  118,  126 
Attorneys,  v;arrants  of,  71 
Auditors 
See  also  Fiduciaries,  accounts  of; 
Sales 
duties  of,  _12,  _13,  _15,  16 
function  of,  158 

minutes  of,  391  ■  —  -,■:••■•■ 

reports  of 
borough,  180 

commdn  pleas  court,  162   .  ,.  ;  , . 
countj--' office,  398   ••-  :  •        .. 
index  to,  163 

township,  180  ', . 

Auditor  General,  115 
duties  of,  103 

reportis'to,   90,  _91   (footnote),    259 
returns   to,    70,  2^  (footnote),    m5 

( f ootnoteTT  151,  152,  157,  187,  192, 
200,  205 
Automobiles,  see  Motor  vehicles 

Bankruptcy,  162 

index  to,  163 
Barre,  Colonel,  3 
Bennet,  Martha,  estate  of,  201 
Berks  County,  1 

Bertiljon  method,  see  Fingerprints 
Beverages,  license  lav;,  152 
Births,  see  Vital  statistics 
Blind,  see  Institutions;  Relief,  assist- 
ance 
Blueprints 

damage  claim,  508 


Blueprints  (continued) 

district 

election,  508 
legislative,  508 

municipality,  508 

property,  boundaries  of,  508 

road,  508 

to■^^mship,  508 
Bonds 

applications  for,  90 

constables',  173 

courts  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer 
and  terminer,  170-175 

fiduciaries',  232,  235,  239,  245 

hawkers ' ,  ^ 

importers  of  horses',  71 

issuance  of,  45,  131,  159,  168,  169 

issues  of,  424-426 

miscellaneous,  175 

officials',  71,  172,  173,  390 
custody  of,  159 
index  to,  72 

peddlers',  Tl 

prison,  172  ,,   '  ..,  .■^/.\, 

recognizance,  174     .   " 

sheriff's  sales,  posted  at,  118 

taxation  of,  147,  338 

tax  collector's,  170,  171 

tax  sales,  70 
Boroughs 

auditors'  reports  on,  180 

division  of,  179 

establishment  of,  90 

incorporation  of,  130,  178 

indebtedness  of,-  181 

maps  of,  500,  501,  507,  508 
Boundaries 

determination  of,  204 

property,  500y  505-508 

townships  and  boroughs,  179 

unseated  lands >  337 
Bradford  County >  3 
Bridges,  see  Roads  and  bridges 
Brule,  Etienne,  1 
Budgets 

county,  46 

school,  180,  452 
Buildings,  public 

construction  of,  168 

maintenance  of,  399 
Burials,  sec  Veterans 
Butler,  Zebulon,  2,  3 
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(  Can-Con) 


Ccxn-ps,   Fresh  Air,  197 
Canals,  5 
Candidates,  election 

expense  accounts  of,  136,  437 

lists  of,  174,  430-435 
Capias,  seo   Vfrits 

Carbon  Coixnty,  poor  districts  of,  1G7 
Carbondalc,  22_ 
Carpenter,  Bcnj»,  3,  21 
Case  histories 

blind  pension,  476-476,  400,  401 
index  to,  479 

central  poor  district,  107 

Children's  Hone,  Vaikcs-Barrc,  201,  490 

Fresh  Air  Canp,  491,  492 

Luzerne  Coimty  Industrial  School  for 
Boys,  320 

mothers'  assistance,  192,  469-472,  474 
index  to,  473 

old  age  pension,  403,  4C;4,  406,  430 
index  to,  405,  407 

poor  district,  457,  450 
index  to,  459 

United  Charities  of  liazleton,  495,  496 
Cash  books 

sheriff's,  200 

treasurer's,  354-356 

warden's,  319 
Census,  146,  342 
Central  poor  district 

accounts  of,  107 

alnshouso,  106 

case  histories,  107 

directors  of,  _13,  107 

cstablislment  ^f,  105,  195  (footnote) 

hospital,  106 

infimary,  106 

location  of  records  of,  35 

Retreat,  22/  ^»  ^i    106,  109,  457 
Certificates 

professional,  71 

teachers',  100 
Certiorari,  see  \Trits 

Charities,  see  Institutions;  Poor;  Relief 
Charters 

borough,  170 

corporation,  63,  65 
indox  to,  64 
Charter  of  Liberties,  117 
Charter  of  Privileges,  110 
Child  Guidance  Clinic,  201 
Children 
See  also  Institutions;  Poor;  Schools 


Children  (continued) 
bureau  of,  192 

care  of,  n9,  139,  142 »  104,  107,  100, 
192,  197,  199,  201,  193-199,  2977' 
290,  320 
guidance  clinic  for,  201 
hospital  for,  201 
Service  Center  for,  201 
Circuit  court,  66^,    109 
Citation  docket,  236 
Civil  Service  Cor.Tnission>  110 
Church  xvardons,  104 
Clerk  of  courts,  see  Courts,  quarter 

sessions  and  oyer  and  tcminer 
Coal 

conpanics 

assessnents  of,  332 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation,  5 
Lehigh  Coal  Mining,  4      "" 
Mount  Lookout  Coal,  169 
dcvclopncnt  of,  4 
nines  ~ 

accidents  in,  125 
anthracite,  _4,  5 
Collection*  tax,  see  Taxes 
Collectors,  tax,  sou   Taxes 
CoLTTAissi oners,  coimty 
accounts  of,  150 
appropriations  by,  192,  197 
clerk  of,  _12,  r7,  45 
duties  of,  _12-16,  19,  20,  25,  09, 

142,  144,  146,  147,  151,  15o7  157 , 
160,  170-172,  174,  179,  _1G0,  100, 
193  (footnote),  199,  205,  209 
equipncnt  and  supplies  of,  20,  29 
ninutes  of,  169,  1 
nonination  petitions  to,  430-440 
purchase  of  land  by,  sec  Lands 
records  of,  1-45 
reports  to,  146-151,  159,  203 
tenure  of  office,  44 
vrarrants  issued  by,  159,  30,  31,  33 
Connissions,  sec  Oaths  and  Coinnissions 
Cormitr-icnts,  see  Institutions;  Prison; 

Warrants 
Conr.iitteenen,  county,  441 
Connon  pleas  court 
appeals  to,  147,  170 
appointiAonts  by,  142 
clerk  of,  144 
dockets  of,  _66,  6_7 
election  duties  of,  69,  174 
establishr.icnt  of,  65 
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Common  pleas  court  (continued) 

judges  of,  101,  144 

Jurisdiction  of,  _21,  _23,  _24,  ''A 
65,  £1,  2A2,    158,  185 

naturalization  duties  of,  71 

processes  from,  118 

reports  to,  142,  152,  159 
Common-wealth,  Secretary  of,  175 
Compensation,  workmen's,  72 
Conditional  sales,  _72>  145,  146 
Connecticut  Assembly,  _2,  26 
Connecticut  Company,  4 
Connecticut  sottlors,'~2,  178,  184 
Constables  ~ 

appointment  of,  183 

bonds,  officials',  173 

duties  of,  11,  146,  184,  209 

reports  of,~r92 
Constitution  of  1776, 

124 
Constitution  of  1790, 

124 
Constitution  of  1838, 

124  ~ 

Constitution  of  1874,  13-15,  22,  88, 

101,  118,  124,  126,  151,  168,  205 

Continuance  docket,  66,  67,  120,  242 

index  to^  121,  243 
Contracts 

county,  45,  159 

equipment,  380,  381, 

partnerships,  68,  70 

po-'jvcrs  of  attorney, 
index  to,  69 

services,  381-383 

supplies,  380-383 
Controller 

bonds  filed  with,  44_  

correspondence  of,'~422 

duties  of,  13,  15.  16,  25,  £6,  4 
170  ~ 


_12,  21,  101,  118, 
_12,  _21,  201,  118, 
12,  88,  101,  118, 


383 


>8 


151 


152 


70,  140,  153,  1517  168. 

equipment  and  supplies  of, 

financial  reports  to,  105, 

processes  from,  118 

records  of,  373-422 

tenure  of  office,  158     •  '  • 

warrants  of,  410  "  ' 

Conveyances,  see  Lands 
Convict,  see  Prisoners     '-  '  '" 
Coroner 

accounts  of,  158 

duties  of,  11,  12,  15,  16,  118 
125     —  —  —  —  


8.    29 


426 


124, 


Coroner   (continued) 

records    of,    283,    284 

tenure  of  office,  124 
Corporations 

charters  of,  63,  65 
index  to,  64 

foreign,  105 

judgments  against,  103 

jurisdiction  over,  67 

public  utility,  172' 
Correspondence         »■ 

commissioners',  45 

controller''s,  422 
Coimties 

administration  of,  14-16 

classification  of,  14 

government  of,  11-27 

state  control  of,  14,  15 
Courthouse 

construction  of,  386,  387, 

floor  plans  of,  37-40 

history  of,  33 

newspaper  clippings  of,  387 
Criminals 

care  of,  184 

jurisdiction  over,  21-23,  46, 

proceedings  against,  76,  183* 
186,  191,  192,  286,  306,  400 

prosecution  of,  126 

trials  of,  newspaper  clippings  of, 
285 

Damages,  property,  see  Property 
Day  books,  commissioners',  28,  32 
Deaf,  institutions  for,  18 
Deaths,  see  Vital  statistics 
Debt  on  Same  Bill  (D.S.B.)»  66_,  67 
Decedents,  see  Estates 
Decree  of  Trenton,  _2,  26 
Deeds 
See  also  Lands 

acknowledgments  of,  90 

coraraissioners',    23 

conveyance,  47,  52 
indexes  to,  47-51 

realty,  159 

recorder  of,  see  Recorder  of  deeds 

recording  of,  57 

sheriff's,  71,  119,  111,  113,  114 
index  to,  113 

treasurer's,  £9,  22,  114 
index  to,  115 
Delaware  Indians,  1,  2 


139 
185, 


Index 
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Delawaro  River,  land  pr.tents  on,  205 
Delinquency,  see  Children;  Institutions 
Delinquent  taxes,  see  Taxes 
Dental  licenses,  150 

Dependents,-  see  Institutions;  Poor;  Re- 
lief 
Desertion,  cases  of,  139 
Detectives,  county 

duties  of,  _13,  _1£»  1^8 
tenure  of  office,  128 
Disbursements,  see  Accounts 
Discharges,  prison,  see  Prisoners,  dis- 
charge of 
District 
attorney 

appointments  by,  128 

duties   of,  2^,    157T6,    25,    117,    119, 

126 
election  board  reports  to,  175 
indictments  by,  150 
records  of,  285-'289 
tenure  of  office,  126  : 

courts 

judges  of,  22-24 
judgments  of,  66_ 
jurisdiction  of,  91 
naturalization  proceedings  of,  71 
Districts,  see  Elections,  districts; 

Poor,  districts;  Schools,  districts 
Divorces,  68,  129 
Dockets 
See  also  Lodgers 
accounts 

ballot  box  care,  361 
fiduciaries',  161,  231 
institutions,  361 
register  assessors',  361 
adoption,  2-17 

index  to,  248  , 

alderman's,  76 

alien,  205,  207  .   ; 

appearance,  122 
index  to,  123 
appropriation,  state,  145 
arbitration,  125 
auditors*  report,  162 

index  to,  163 
capias,  272 
circuit  court,  109 
citation,  236 
continuance,  120,  242 

index  to,  121,  243 
convict  description,  310,  511 


Dockets  (continued) 
cost,  attorneys',  159 
court  orders,  sheriff's  record  of, 

278 
criminal  court,  506,  400 
crippled  children's,  199 
distribution  list,  228 
district  attorney's,  285,  286 
ejectment,  155 

index  to,  156 
equity,  126,  127 

index  to,  128 
estates,  245 
execution,  110,  273 

index  to,  274 
guardian,  250 

inheritance  tax,  collateral,  222,  261 
inquest,  234 

inventory  appraisement,  221 
judgment,  104 

index  to,  103,  105 
juvenile  court,  194 

index  to,  195 
lien,  state  lend,  87 
mKirriagc  license,  251 

index  to,  252,  253 
mechanic's  liens,  101 

index  to,  102 
municipal  lien,  92,  95 
naturalization,  208 
non-support  surety,  287 
oyer  and  terminer,  186 
partition,  133,  241 

index  to,    134 
pov/cr   of  attorney,   68 

index  to,  69 
prisoners',  295 
quarter  sessions,  185 
real  estate  sales,  225,  275 

index  to,  276 
road,  202 

index  to,  203 
sales,  conditional,  146 
sheriff's,  273,  277 
summons,  270 

index  to,  271 
tax 

county,  91 

lien,  96        » 
trial,  176 
vagrant,  295 
vendue,  227 
Doctors'  reports,  see  Physicians 
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(Dog-Fre) 


Dog  licenses,  366,  367 

Domestic  relations,  cases  of,  139,  207 

Drunkards,  68,  129  •  ... 

Dulce  of  York 

land  patents  under,  203 

laws  of,  2^,  88,  101",  117,  134 

Durkeo,  Colonel,  3 

Durkoe,  Fort,  2_ 

Dutch,  land  patents  of,  205    .'/:., 

Easton,  26  ,     ,    '  ;. 

Education,  see  Schools 
Ejectments,  67,  135  .  :; 

index  to,  136 
Elections 
See  also  Rcftistration 
board  of,  13,  16,  47,  48,  90,  174,  175 

records  of,  17,  430-441 
borough,  179,  435 
contested,  124 
districts 

defining  of,  174,  175 
maps  of,  507,  508 
n\imber  of  votes  in,  450,  432,  433 
registration  in,  172 
tovmship  and  borough,  179 
expenses  of,  399,  414,  436,  437 
municipal,  174 
officials',  183,  213,  214 
primary,  174,  175,  4S4 
returns  of,  174,  430-435 
svipervision  over,  47,  48/  69,  90,  120, 

172,  174 
tovmship,  179,  433 
Encumbrances,  r-.Go   Mortgages 
Engineer,  county- 
appointment  of,  13,  48,  147 ,  205 
duties  of,  204,  205 
tenure  of  office,  205 
England,  Laws  Agreed  Upon  in,  101 
English,  land  patents  of  the,  203 
Epileptics,  care. of,  19 
Equipment  and  supplies 
coniiaissioners',  28,  29 
controller's,  300-383       ,  , 
courthouse,  386 
insurance  on,  338,  404 
prison,  315 
Equity  docket,  126,  127 

index  to,  128  ,_     ■  ■  ■ 

Estates 
Sec  also  Property;  TVills 


415 


Estates  (continued) 
decedents' 

administration  of,  66,  101,  105 
•  appraisement  of,  105,  104,  115 
sales  of,  224-227 
index  to,  243,  244 
partition  of,  72.,  240-245 
soquestrction  of,  110 
settlement  of,  102~,  104,  153,  228, 
236-242,  245 
index  to,  134,  343,  244 
Evans,  Governor,  65 

Exonerations,  tax,  see  Taxes,  abatements 
Expenses,  see  Accounts 

Feeble-minded,  see  Guardians;  Institu- 
tions, montal 
Fees 
See  also  Accounts 

attorneys',  159 

clerk  of  courts',  215j 

coroner's,  283,  284 

jail  vrarden's,    317 

prothonotary' s,  157,  416 

recorder's,  74,  417 

register's,  258,  418 

sheriff's,  279,  280,  419 

treasurer's,  157 

vd-tness,  400 
Fell,  Jesse,  4 
Fictitious  names,  68^ 
Fiducic 
162, 

index  to,  163,  243, 
Finr-crprints,  126,  145,  512,  313 

index  to,  314 
Firearms,  licenses,  281,  372 

index  to,  282 
Fires,  forest,  35,  56 

Fiscal  offices,  see  Appraiser,  mercan- 
tilej  Assessrient  and  revision  of 
taxes,  board  for;  Controller;  Salary 
board;  Taxes,  inheritance;  Treasurer 
Fishing  licgnsos,  X52,  368,  369 
Fort  Durkcc,  _2 

Frames  of  Governnont,  117,  124 
Fresh  Air  Camp,  county 

case  histories  of,  491,  492 

establishjaent  of,  19,  197 

financial  reports  of,  490 

location  of,  36 

physicians'  reports  .on,  491-493 


147,    148 

•ies,    acco-unts   of,    102-105,    161, 
229-231 

244 


229 
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(Frc-Ins) 


Frosh  Air  Canp,  county  (continued) 
rocords  of,  36 

Gaxie,  soo  Fishing;  Hunting 

Gcnoral  Asscnbly,  12-15,  _21,  _27,  _33,  71.* 

101,  142,  151,  185,  209 
Goods,  GOO  Proporty 
Goro,  Obadiah  Daniel,  _4,  22 
Govcmncnt,  county,  11-27 

charts  of,  29-52 
Govomor  .  ,^  ■. 

reports  to,  146 

wi-its  issued  ty,  113 
Grand  Array  of  the  Republic,  168 
Grand  Jury,  sec  Jury,  grand 
Grants,  land,  see  Land 
Graves,  see  Veterans 
Guardians,  72,  105,  161,  245-250  '  '~ 

Habeas  Cojrpus,  writs   of,    119 
Havjkers,   bonds   of,    71 
Hazleton 

Tuberculosis,  Society  of,  197 

United  Charities  of,  sec  Institutions, 
children's 
Health,  se_c_  Institutions 
Herald  of  the  TiiAO,  _3 
Highways,  dopartnent^of 
See  also  Roads  and  bridges;  Viewers, 

"  board  of 

duties  of,  205 

naps  for,  502 

reports  to,  90  >  '.  •   . 

Hollenback,  George  M.,  201 
Hollenback,  Matthias,  21 
Homes,  see  Institutions        .  ^ 
Horses,  importers  of,  71 
Hospitals 
See  also  Institutions,  nontal 

children's,  201 
Hotel  licenses)  210 
House  of  Refuge,  196,  361 
House  of  Representatives  of  U.S.,  118 
Humane  Associatiin,  199 
Hunting  licenses,  152,  370-372 

Illegitimacy,  cases  of,  139 

Incorporation,  see  Corporations 

Iiidinns,  1,  2 

Indigents,  see  Poor 

Industrial  Schools,  see  Institutions; 

Schools 
Infirmaries,  186 


Inheritance  Tax,  see  Taxes,  inheritance 
Inmates,  see  Institutions;  Prisoners 
Inquests,  coroner's,  233,  284 
Insane 
Sec  also  Institutions,  mental 
accoimts  of  committees  on,  161 
care  of,  GQ^,    184 
cases  involving 
index  to,  129 
prison,  150 
reports  on,  187,  162 
index  to,  163 
Insolvency,  130 

Institution  districts,  sec  Poor  districts 
Institutions 
Sec  also  Poor  districts;  Schools 
a  Lns houses 

case  histories  of,  461-463 
commitments  to,  192,  457 
deaths  in,  463 
discharges  frara,  463 
erection  of,  1C5 
mrantenance  of,  14 
physicians'  reports,  462 
Retreat,  186 
appropriations  for,  143 
blind,  IQ 
children' s 

Homo  -  Wilkes -Da rro 
adr.iiscions  to,  498 
case  histories  of,  201,  498 
commitments  to,  192 
dischrvrges  from^  498 
establishr-icnt  of,  201 
location  of  records  of,  36 
maintenance  of,  201,  202 
minutes" of,  497 
Homo  for  Friendless,  201 
hospital,  201 

Kis-Lyn,  so'^  Luzerne  County  Indus- 
trial School  for  Boys 
Luzerne  County  Industrial  School 
for  Boys,  18,  _21,  35,  46,  47, 
140,  142,  143,  221,  323 
Peiuisylvania  Industrial  Reformatory, 

89,  297,  298 
Polk  State  School,  18 
records  of,  144,  193-199,  297,  298, 

328,  406,  •.94-498 
Sleighton  Farms,  _18 
United  Charities  Home  -  Hazleton, 
_20,  _21,  56,  192,  199,  200 
case  histories  of,  495,  496 


Index 
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Institutions 
children' s 

United  Charities  Hone  -  Hc.zloton, 
(continued) 
ninutcs,  494 
cor.Tratncnts  to,  126,  182,  196-199, 
270,  296-290,  32G,  406,  464-467 
deaf 

Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Deaf, 

Philadelphia,  10 
Pemisylvania  Strto  Oral  School  for 

the  Deaf,  Scranton,  10 
Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the 
Deaf,  Pittsburgh,  10 
health 

Fresh  Air  Canp,  see  Fresh  Air  Ccxip 
Kirby  Health  Center,  _19,  _36,  197 
■"rhite  Haven  Sanitariur.i,  19 
Ylyoning  Valley  Tuberculosis  Society, 
197 
nenta 1 
See  also  Insane 
case  histories  of,  464-467 
corxdtnents  to,  270,  406,  457,  464, 

465 
deaths  in,  467 

delivery  of  patients  to,  120 
discharges  froja,  466 
Laurytovm  Hone,  20 
location  of,  106,  137 
Pennsylvania  Training  School  for 

Mental  Defectives,  Elvjyn,  10 
physicians'  reports  to,  464,  466, 

467 
Ranson,  19,  20 

Retreat,  19,  _20,  _35,  106,  109,  457 
Sclinsgrovc,  1£ 
v/onen'  s 

delinquent,  ID,  46 

State  Industrial  Hone  for  Wonen,  09 
Instruction 
See  also  Schools,  public 
departnent  of,  100 
state  superintendent  of,  179 
Insurance  policies,  300,  404 
Internal  Affairs 

departnent  of,  _25,  _92»  ^SO,  159,  205 
Secretary  of,  90 
Investigation,  Federal  Bureau  of,  143 
Invoices <  315 
Iriquois  Indians,  _1  „ 

Jail,  see  Prison 


Jonlcins,  John,  Jr.,  4 
Journals 

controller's,  375 

jail  vjarden's,  507,  316 
Judges,  see  Courts 
Judgnonts 

connon  pleas,  104,  107,  100,  119,  120, 
132 
index  to,  103,  105,  106 

docket  for,  65,  66_,  70 

index  to,  69 

justices  of  the  peace,  69 

satisfaction  of,  66 

tax  on,  147,  330,  340 
Judicial  systen,  dovelopnent  of,  21-24, 

Juries 

inpc.ncling  of,  09,  117,  120,  144,  145 

lists  of,  60,  144,  145,  70,  79,  103, 
329,  330 
Jury  cooiissioners,  16,  17,  144 
Jury,  grand 

functions  of,  j^,  _15-17,  23,  _24,  46, 
129,  150 

qualifications  for,  129 

reports  of,  151,  104 

reports  to,  126,  150 

tenure  of  office,  129 
Jury  wheel,  custody  of,  144,  145 
Justices'  courts,  104 
Justices  of  pcacc,~X2,  21-23,  69,  117, 
126,  152,  104,  105,  71,  76,  77,~T03 
Juvenile  court 

jurisdiction  of,  21,  23,  £9,  90,  119, 
201 

reports  to,  200 

sessions  of,  139 
Juveniles,  see  Children 

King  Alfred,  117 

Kings ley,  Nathan,  21 

Kingston,  1^   _4 

Kirby  Health  Center,  Tfilkcs-Barre,  19, 

21*  121 
Kis-Lyn,  see  Institutions,  children's 

L;ickavro.nna  County-,  3,  105,  506 
L-'.nds 
See  also  Estates;  Property;  Taxes 
asscssnent  on,  70 
brokers'  reports  on,  172 
deeds  for,  22„  23,  477~^2,  111,  113, 
114 
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Lands 

deeds  for  (continued) 

index  to,  48-51,  112,  115 

grants  of,  57,  205,  499,  500 

patents  on,  57,  205,  499,  500 

purchases  of,  119,  152,  21,  25,  26, 
500 

sales  of,  152,  19,  20,  24,  224-226, 
377 

seated,  45,  11,  20,  376 

unpatented 

liens  on,  70,  72,»  118 
survey  of,"T04 
warrantees  of,  205,  204 

unseated,  45,  204,  12-16,  19,  336, 
337,  341,  351 

varrants  for,  203,  499,  500 
Laurytovm  Home,  20 
Laws  Agreed  Upon  in  England,  101 
Ledgers 
See  also  Dockets 

blind  pension  fund,  476 

commissioners',  30 

controller's,  594,  395,  402 

lavjyers'    account,    160 

mothers'  assistance,  469 

old  aj;e  pension,  483 

prothonotarj^'s,    156 

state  license,  364 

tax  collectors',  3,  171,  353,  373 

transcribing  clerk's,  401 

treasurer's,  357,  358 

trial  list  deposit,  158 
Legislature,  first  neetin?;  of,  57 
Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Railroad,  5 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  5 
Lehigh  Coal  Mining  Company,  4 
Lehigh  River,  5 
Licenses 

auctioneers',  152 

automobile,  155 

ballroom,  127 

brokers',  152 

dance  hall,  127 

dental,  150 

dog,  152,  366,  367 

firearms,  281,  372 
index  to,  282 

fishing,  152,  368,  369 

hotel,  210 

hunting,    152,    370-572 

issuance  of,  90,  _91,  120 

jacks',  71 

kennel,  T?2 


Licenses  (continued) 

ledger  of,  364 

liquor,  91,  152 
transfers  of,  211 

malt  beverage,  see  Liquor 

marriage,  see  Vital  statistics 

medical,  149 

mercantile,  365 

midwifery,  153 

motor  vehicle,  155 

ni^t  club,  152 

optometry,  152 

osteopathy,  151 

peddlers',  71 

petitions  for,  209 

pool  room,  152 

restaurant,  152,  210 

stallion,  71,  212 

theatre,  152 

veterans',  71 

veterincirj'-,  154 
Liens 
Sep  also  Taxes 

discharg-c  of,  G6,  67 

land,  unpatented,  70,  72,*  118 

manual  labor,  72 

necJianic's,    72,   98,    100,    101 
index  to,    93,   99,    102,    103 

municipal,  ^O*  92,  94,  95,  98 
index  to,  93,  99,  103 

shipbuilders',  72 

State,  62,  87,  80,  145,  263 

tax 

county,  45,  17,  80,  91,  96 

index  to,  18,  93,  103 
Federal,  7£ 
Liquor  Board,  stato,  91,  152 
Liquor  licenses,  _91,  152,  211 
Litchfield  Couiiti,'-,  Connecticut,  _5,  _27_ 
Locality  index,  69 
Lower  courts,  69 
Lunacy,  see  Insane 
Luzerne,  Chevalier  de  la,  3 
Luzerne  County  Fresh  Air  Camp,  see 

Fresh  Air  Camp 
Luzerne  County  Industrial  School  for 
Boys,  see  Institutions,  children's 

Mandamus,  see  Writs 
Maps 

borough,  178 

district,  507 

Lackawanna  Co\inty,    506 

legislative,    507 
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202,  501,  502,  508 


Maps  (continued) 

Luzerne  County,  7-10 

real  estate,  66 
index  to,  67 

road  and  bridge 
index  to,  203 

tovmship,  506 

warrantee,  500 
Ifcrriajes,  sec  Vital  stctistics 
Mauch  Chunk  Railroad,  _5 
Mayors'  courts,  22 
Heanures,  goo  ^"/eights  and  Measures 
Mechanic's  liens,  see  Liens 
Medical  licenses,  149 
Medical  reports,  sec  Physicians 
Memorandum  books 

assessment,  353 

commissioners',  27 

court,  131  •.  '  \^ 

judgment,  107 

quarter  sessionr,  court,  190: 

treastircr's,  o5G 
Memorials,  erection  of,  130 
Mental  hospitals,  see  Institutions, 

mental 
Mercantile  Appraiser,  see  Appraiser 
Mercantile  licenses,  365 
Mercantile  lists,  153 
Mergers,  68 
Middle  CoaT  Field  Poor  District,  see 

Poor  districts 
Midwifery  licenses,  153 
Mifflin,  Governor,  _12 
Military  affairs,  department  of,  _48 
Military  servi.ce,  lists  for,  47,  146 
Mines 

accidents  in,  125 

anthracite,  4,  5 

inspector  of,  125  '  . 

Minors 

coinmitments  of,  see  Institutions, 
children' s 

guardians  for,  105,  246-250 
Minutes 

auditors',  591 

blind  pension  fund,  475 

Children's  Home  of  Wilkos-Barrc 

commissioners • ,  comity, 
392 

coraraon  pleas  court,  86 

mothers'  assistance,  468 

old  age  pension,  482 

orphans'  court,  105,  213 

poor  board,  456 


497 
169,  1,  335, 


Minutu  s  ( c ont  inue  d ) 

prison  board,  320 

qu  I'tt-.r  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer, 
177 

rcgist..r«s,  ^lOS 

salary  board,  427 

sirJcing  fund  commission,  423 

United  Ctorities  of  Hazloton,  494 
Mocanaqua  Underpass,  385 
Moneys,  see  Foes 
Moravian  Missionaries,  1 
Morgue,  mr^intcnance  of,  131 
Mortgu'gcs 

assignment  of,  66 

original,  61 

recording  of,  57,  53 
index  to,  54-60 

tax  on,  147,  538,  339 
Mothers'  assistance,  see  Relief,  assist- 
ance 
Motor  vehicle  bode,  39 
Motor  vehicles 

county  ovmod,  389 

licenses  for,  155 
Mount  Lookout  Coal  Company,  169 
Municipal  lions,  see  Liens 
Municipc.lities,  sec  To-'.vnships;  Boroughs 

Names,  fictitious,  _68,  147,  148 
Nanticokc  Tuberculosis  Society,  197 
Naturalization 

jurisdiction  over,  71,  91 

records  of,  137-139,  141,  142, 
204-208,  429 
index  to,  140,  205,  207 
Nesbitt,  James,  _3,  _21 
New  Castle,  _11 
New  England 
See  also  Connecticut 

influence  of,  184 
Newspapers 

courthouse  clippings,  387 

criminal  trials,  clippings,  285 

Herald  of  the  Times,  _3 
Nominations,  petitions  for 

borough,  439 

city,  440 

county,  440,  441 

general,  174»  175 

township,  438 
Northampton  County,  _2,  26 
Northumberland  County,  _2,  22,  _26 

Oaths  and  Commissions 
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Oaths  and  Commissions  (continued) 
administration  of,  71,  159,  174 
appointments,  75 
approvals  of,  75 
confirmations  of,  75 
officials',  71,  73,  118 

index  to,  72 
school  super intondont's,  179 
Officers,  county 
accounts  of,  158 
appointment  of,  182,  389 
removal  of,  182 
Offices,  co\mty 

location  of,  _33,  _34 
petitions  for,  see  Nominations 
Old  age  pension,  sec  Relief,  assistance 
Optometric  licenses,  152 
Orphans'  court 
See  also  Register  of  Yfills 
clerk  of 

duties  of,  102,  105 
records  of,  104 
tenure  of  office,  101,  102 
establishment  of,  _22 
judge  of,  jL3 
jurisdiction  of,  _12,  _21,  _23-^,  89, 

101,  103 
processes  from,  118 
Osteopathic  licenses,  151 
Outdoor  rclief»  see  Relief 
Oyer  and  terminer,  court  of,  see 

Quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer 
court 

Pa  rdons 

applications  for,  127 

board  of,  _127 
Parish,  U,   _184 
Parole,  cases  of,  139 
Partitions,  see  Estates j  Property 
Partnerships,  see  Contracts 
Patents,  land,  sec  Lands,  grants  of 
Peace  officer,  120 
Peddlers 

bonds  of,  71 

licenses  for,  7_1 
Penal  administration,  _17 
Penn,  William,  11,  101,  184,  205 
Pennamite  Yfors,  2_,  _26 

Pennsylvania  Industrial  Ref ormr.tory,  89 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Pittsburgh,  J^S 
Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Deaf,  Phil- 
adelphia, 18 


Pennsylvania  State  Oral  School  for  the 

Deaf,  Scranton,  jL8 
Pennsylvania  Training  School  for  Mental 

Defectives,  Elvvyn,  _18 
Pensions,  see  Relief,  asBistancc,  blind; 

tMd  agd  pension 
Personalty,  see  Property,  personal 
Petitions 

appointment  of  election  overseers, 

213 
fictitious  names,  147 
license,  209 

nomination,  see  Nominations 
Physicians,  reports  of 
almshouse,  462 
blind  pension,  476-478 
Fresh  Air  Camp,  491-493 
hospital,  mental,  4G4,  466,  467 
mothers'  assistance,  470 
old  age  pension,  484,  486 
poor  district,  457 
Pickering,  Timothy,  5y  IZ,-  65 
Pitt,  V/illiam,  168 
Pittston  Tuberculosis  Society,  197 
Pittston-Jcnkins  poor  district,  IJ,    20, 

185-188 
Planning  board,  19 
Plans,  sec  Maps 
Playground,  197 

Police,  Pennsylvania  Motor,  152,  143 
Polk  State  School,  _18 
Pontiac,  2_ 
Poor 
See  also  Relief 
board  of 

minutes  of,  456 
report  of,  460 
directors  of,  158,  185 
accounts  of,  186-188 
appointment  of,  106 
districts 
Central 

accounts  of,  187 
almshouse,  18"^ 
case  histories,  187 
establishment  of,  185,  193  (foot- 
note) 
hospital,  186 
infirmary,  186 
investigators  of,  457 
location  of  records  of,  _35 
officers  of,  _13,  153,  187 
ilidilfc  Coal  Ficild 
duties  of,  199 


Index 
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Poor 

districts 

Middle  Conl  Field  (continued) 
establiphmont  of,  _20,  185-1B8 
Tuberculosis  Society  of,  19Y_ 
Pittston-Jenl-inc,  _13,  _20,  185-188 

Icixvs,  22i'  i££'  ^^'  i£i 
naintonance  of,  134-103,  193  (foot- 
note ) 
schooling  for,  4':- 
Poorhouscs,  sec  Institwtions,  almshouE 

Poor,  districts 
Poor  relief,  see  Poor;  Relief 
Pov'Rirs  of  attorney,  see  Contracts 
Praecipes,  see  Writs 
Primaries,  see  Elections 
Principals,  school,  see  Schools 
Prison 
S^^o  also  Prisoners  :' 

"authorization  for,  46 
coronis  si  oners  of 

appointment  of,  lo,  14,  16,  4G,  4-6 


bonds  of,  172 

duties  of,  119,  120,  138 

minutes  of,  520 

reports  of,  89,  lo8,  183 

tenure  of  office,  138 
commltjnonts  to,  119,  277,  290-29^ 
294-297,  299 

index  to,  293 
construction  of,  426 
custodian  of,  119,  132 
delivorj'  to,  23 
discharges  from,  508-310 
equipment  and  supplion  of,  315 
location  of,  35 
maintenance  of,  138 
physician  of,  138 
records  of,  _35,  300-307 
supervision  over,  138 
warden  of 

a.ppointraont  of,  158 

duties  of,  _13,  17,  132 

monthly  report  of,  421 


register  of,  1 
Prisoners 
See  also  Prison 
132 


133,  306 


care  of,  

discharge  of,  193,  '^21 
employment  of,  138 
identification  of,  311-314 
insane,  130 
maintenance  of,  315,  403,  '. 


Prir;anors  (  continued) 
pcrdons  for,  127 
parole  of,  V^ 
Probate,  _soc  Yails 
Probation  officers 
accounts  of,  _140 
duties  of,  _1S,  17,  U9'  139,  199 
repoi-ts  of,  159 
tenure  of  office,  139 
Proccs:;os,  118 
Property 
See  also  Estates;  Lands;  Taxes 
da;.iagos  to,  208,  505 
partitions  of,  118,  133 

index  to,  134 
personal 

assessments,  331,  545,  344 
execution  of,  119 
taxation  of,  358-540,  542 
real,  57 
sr.les  "oT 

conditional,  _72,  145,  146 
sheriff's,  113,  119,  152,  273,  275 
auditors*  reports  on,  116 
bonds  posted  at,  118 
index  to,  274,  276 
valuations  of,  146 
Proprieta.r^'  Adriini  strati  on,  11 
Prothonotary 

duties  of,  11,  _12,  15.  Vl_»   ^,  £5,  65 

election  I'eturns  to,  174,  430 

election  returjis  from,  431 

fees  collected  by,  157,  41G 

records  of,  75-1G9 

reports  by,  147 

reports  to,  4j_,  88,  101,  144,  145, 

151,  187/  204 
tenure  of  office,  _65 
Public  vrorks,  construction  of,  46 


nd  Oyer  and  Terr;iincr 
24,  25 


Quarter  Sessi 
Court 

clerk  of,  H*  i£'  !£'  il  

duties  of,  88,  89 

history  of,  65 

records  of,  90-92 

reports  to,  145 
election  duties  of,  174,  175 
jurisdiction  of,  21,  23,  24,  46,  71, 
_88,  39 ,  91,  10T7  IT?,  T59,T467" 
151,  174,  175,  186",  187,  192,  208 
naturalisation  duties  of,  71 
processes  from,  118 
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396 


376 


58,    59 


Qxiartcr  Sessions  and  Oyor  and  Tcmincr 
Court     (continued) 
reports   to,    138-140,    1-15,    146,    158, 
138 

Rrdlroads 

construction  of,   71 

Lehigh  c'Jid  Susquclianna,    5 

Mauch  Chionk,  _5 
Ranson,    19,    20 

Real  estate,  see  Lr.nds;  Property 
Receipt  books 

appraisers',  inheritance  tax,  268 

court  papers 

clerk  of  courts',  216 
prothonotary's,  164,  165 
register's,  260 

daily  cash,  controller's, 

tax 

connissioners',  4 
inheritance,  268,  269 
treasurer's,  352 

controller's  copy  of, 

vrarrant  order,  31 
Recognizances,  sec  Bonds 
Recorder  of  deods 

duties  of,  _ll-13i  15,  17,  ,  . 

fees  collected  by,  74,  417 

records  of,  46-74 

reports  by,  147 

reports  to,  25,  44,  101,  151 

tenure  of  office,  57 
Records 

costs  of  transcripti-^n  of,  401 

location  of,  26,  33-36 

system  of,  17-27 
Recreational  facilities,  47,  197 
Refomatories,  sec  Institutions, 

children's 
Register  of  v/ills 
See  also  Wills;  Courts*  Orphans' 

appointment  of,  101 

conbination  v/ith  recorder,  57 

duties  of,  21-2_3,  15,  17,  _2T7  102, 

foes  collected  by,  258,  418 

minute  book,  105 

records  of,  217-260 

reports  of,  _25,  115,  259 

tenure  of  office,  102 
Register  General,  101 
Registers 

auto,  155 

birth,  254,  255 

bond»  424 


Registers  (continued) 

comnitr.ient  of  prisoners',  292 

index  to,  293 
death,  256,  257 
dental,  150 
dog,  366 

nodical,  149,  304 
raididfe,  153 
optometry,  152 
osteopathy,  151 
stallion,'  212 
veterinary  medical,  154 
voters',  428,  429 
Registration 
board  of 

constitution  of,  13,  16,  47,  48, 

171 
duties  of,  171,  172 
cost  of,  414 
inspectors  of,  171,  172 
lists,  171,  172,  428,  429 
procedure  for,  172 
supervision  over,  171,  172 
Relief 
See  also  Poor 
assistance 
blind 

pension  for 

applications  for,  476,  477,  480, 

4 '51 
case  histories  of,  476-478,  480, 
401 
index  to,  479 
pension  fund  for 

establishment  of,  188,  192,  193 
minutes  of,  475 
board  of,  20,  188 
mothers' 

adi^.inistration  '-f,  _13,  _20,  188, 

192,  193  (footnote) 
applications  for,  469,  470 
case  histories  of,  469,  470-472, 
474 
index  to,  473 
minutes  of,  468 
physicians'  reports  on,  470 
records  of,  36 

State  Department  of  Public,  193 
(footnote) 
old  age  pension 

application  for,  463,  484,  488, 

489 
case  histories,  485,  484,  486, 
483 


^36 


Index 


(Rol-Sci) 


Relief  '    •  •'   ■  ■ 

assistance 

old  age  pension 

case  histories  (contimied) 

indexes  to,  405,  437 
ostablishjTiGnt  of,  18£,  192,  195 
minutes  of,  482 
physicians'  reports,  -104,  '186 
institutional,  184-10o 
non-institutionTrr  lCG-100,  192,  193, 

199,  200,  457 
outdoor,  see  Relief,  non- institutional 
State  Board  of  Emergency,  195  (foot- 
note) 
unoraployiient,  20 
Representatives,  House,  of,  U.S.,  118 
Restaurant  licenses,  210 
Retreat,  19,  _20,  35,  136,  139,  457 
Returns 

constable,  192 
election,  174,  430-435 
tax,  5,  90 
Revenue,  Dcpartnont  of,  returns  to,  70, 
71,  91,  92,  _103,  225,  US,  n9,  155, 
157 
Revision  of  Taxes,  sec  Assossnent  and  re- 
visionj  Taxes,  abater.icnts,  appeals, 
revision  of 
Roads  and  bridges 
See  also  Vievrcrs,  board  of;  Highv.'ays, 
Departiicnt  of 
accounts  of,  379 
authorization  for,  46 
condition  of,  192 
construction  of,  90,  150,  151,  168, 

205,  182,  201 
cost  of,  407-409 
dariagcs  to,  200,  202 

index  to,  203 
iriprovenent  of,  90 
naintcnance  of,  205,  208 
maps  of,  501,  504,  508 
Market  Street  bridge,  383,  534 
Mocanaqua  Underpass,  385 
taxes  on,  7,  15,  341 
Rush,  Jacob,  3 


Salary  Board 

composition  of,  4£_. 

duties  of,  147,  170 

establishnent  of,  15,  _16j  

minutes  of,  427 
Sales,  sec  Estates;  Lands;  Property 
Sanitorium,  19 


159,  160 


170 


Satisfactions,  recording  of,  66 
Scales,  see  Heights  and  measures 
Schools 
See  also  Institutions 
"^dlidni  strati  on  of,  17,  18 
agricultural,  451 
appropriations  for,  453,  454 
budget  for,  452 
directors  of,  179 
district,  classification  of,  178 
education 

board  of,  192 

council  of,  r79 

elementary,  447,  448 

employed  persons',  450 

financial  reports  of,  180,  446, 
452-454 

founding  of,  3 
Free  School  Act,  178 
high,  454 

industrial,  328,  450 
la-.TC  for,  _5,  178 
Pennsylvania  School  Code,  178 
personnel  of,  442-444 
poor  cliildren's,  44 
principals  of,  179 
privat'^,  178 
public,  178 
statistics  on,  445-451 
superintendent  of,  county 

appointment  of,  17,  18 

duties  of,  179 

election  of,  179 

qualifications  for,  179 

records  of,  442-455 

tenure  of  office,  178,  179 
superintendent  of,  district,  179 
superintendent  of,  state,  179 
taxes  for,  147,  178,  16,  333 
teachers  in 

certificates  of,  180 

educational  record  of,  442-444 

remuneration  of,  178 
trade,  450 
transportation,  455 
tuition,  454 
vocational,  449-451 
ITilkes-Iiarre  Academy,  3 
lYilkes-Barre  Female  Seminary,  4 
V/ilkes-Barre  Institute,  4 
Yfyoming  Academj'-,  4 
YJyoming  Seminary,  4 
Schout  fiscall,  115,  126 
Scire  facias  sur  liens,  see  Y/rits 
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(Scr-Tax) 


Scranton,  _22,  71,  333 

Soclcrs,    sue  VfoTghts  end  laoasurcs 

Sclinsjrovo,  19 

Servr.nts,  European,  134 

Seventeen  tovmships,  2,  27 

Scvrcrs,  46,  151,  205  ~ 

Sheriff 

accoimts  of,  120,  121,  158 

deeds  of,  71 

duties  of,  11-13,  25,  16,  _25,  89, 
117-120,  132,  133,  138,  144,  174, 
184 

election  returns  to,  174 

fees  collected  by,  27Tr"280,  419 

records  of,  21»  270-282 

sales  by,  sec  Sales 

tenure  of  office,  118 

writs  of,  71,  270,  272,  419 
index  to,  271 
Shire  court,  115 
Sinking  fund  •  *• 

formation  of,  168 

taxes,  331 
Sinl:ing  fund  compassion 

appointnent  of,  168 

conposition  of,  _48,  153,  159,  _160 

duties  of,  _13,  16,  168,  lW~ 

ninutes  of,  423 
Sleighton  Fams,  18 
Snith,  Vfa.  Hooker,  3,  21 
Social  Security  Act,  l'S7  19» 
Soldiers,  sec  Veterans 
Solicitor,  13,  48,  _56,  147 
Specifications 

bridge,  '.7il]-:es-Barre,  383, 

underpass,  Mocanaqua,  385 
Stallions,  licenses  for,  Tl,    212 
State  Appropriation  Docket,  71 
State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  104 
State  Cor.mon  School  Law,  3 
State  Departiaent  of  Vfelfore,  see 

i-Telfare 
State  Industrial  Hone  for  Y/onen,  89 
State  Liquor  Board,  _91,  152 
Stocks,  tax  on,  147 
Subpoenas,  68 
Sullivan,  General  John,  2 
Sunr.ions,  suc  lYrits 
Sunbiiry,  26 

Superintendents,  school,  see  Schools 
Superior  Court,  _23,  118 
Supplies,  see  Equipnent  and  supplies 
Suprerae  Court,  23,  24,  71,  91 


192 


38'^ 


Surveyor 

county 

duties  of,  13,  j^,  17,  45,  205,  208 
tenure  of  office,  203 

deputy,  _12,  203 
Surveyor  General,  12,  203 
Susquehanna  Conpany,  2,  4,  178 
Susquehanna  County,  5 
Susquehaiana  River,  1*7  3,  33 
Susqueliannock  Indians  ,~1 
S\\anning  pool,  197 

Talbot  Act,  188 
Taxes 
See  also  Assessnent  and  revision  of 

taxes;  Assossnentsj  Liens 
abatencnts,  6,  346-350 
appeals,  345 
assossnents,  351-336,  343,  344 

coal  conpanies,  332 

personal  property,  331 
bond,  147 

bonds  for  sales  for,  70 
collection  of,  11,  16,  Tt",  44-46,  58, 

69,  115,  _151,  _152,  18T,  2=^8""" 
collectors  of,  45,  66,'  151,  152,  186 

bonds  of,  170,  171 

land  reports  of,  9 

ledger,  3,  353,  373,  374 

returns  of,  90 

settlement,  6 
delinquent,  152,  9-27,  45 
indigents'  support,  184-188 
inheritance 

appraiser,  13 

collateral,  1^ 

collection  of,  102,  115,  222,  223, 
259,  261-269 

records  of,  103 

transfer  of,  105 
judgments  for,  147 
land,  152,  205,  575,  376 
license,  152,  157 
mortgage,  147 
poll,  184 
poor,  147 

property,  152,  538-340,  342 
receipts,  2,  4,  552,  355 
road,  7,  15,  541 
seated  land,  11 
school,  147,  178,  16,  555 
sinl:ing  fund,  551 
State,  222,  225,  259,  261-269,  534,  538 
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(Tax-Yfor) 


Taxes  (continued) 
stocks,  147 
unseated  lands,  12-lG,  536,  337,  5-ilj 

351 
V'Jilkes-Barre,  returns  of,  5 
Teachers,  see  Schools 
Tecdjruscung,  _1 
Title,  land,  see  Lands 
Townships  .  , 

auditors'  reports  on,  180 
division  of,  179 

establishment  of,  90  . 

incorporation  of,  130 
indebtedness  of,  181 
maps  of,  500,  501,  50C-508 
Transportation 
canals,  5 
development  of,  4 
school,  455 
Treasurer 
county 

accounts  of,  155,  158,  8 

appeals  to,  157 

appointment  of,  151 

collection  of  tuxus  by,  45 

deeds  of,  _69 

duties  of,  13,  ^5,  IC^,    25,  1-1-7, 

151-155,  168 
election  of,  151 
fees  of,  _157 
payments  to,  151 
receipts,  159,  2 
records  of,  351-372 
reports  of,  420 
reports  to,  192 
tenure  of  office,  151 
warrants  drawn  on,  159 
state,  returns  to,  _70,  152,  159,  203 
Trenton,  Decree  of,  2,  26 
Trial  and  Argxment  Lists,  80-85,  176, 

183,  217 
Trial  Lists,  board  of  viewers',  208 
Tuberculosis  societies 

Middle  Coal  Field  District,  197 
Nanticoke,  197 
Pittston,  197 

Wyoming  Valley,  197   • .-  ..     '   - 
Tuition,  school,  454      '   '  , 


Unemployment  relief,  20 
United  Charities  of  Hazloton, 

tutions,  children's 
Upland  court,  11 
Upper  court,  69 


je  Insti- 


Upper  Luzerne,  Tuberculosis  Association 
of  Pittston,  197 

V'j.-rant  docket,  295 
V:;lurtions,  s-.-e  Assessments 
Vehicles,  see  Motor  vehicles 
Vendue,  se~  Sales 
Venire,  see  Writs 
Veterans 

burial  record  of,  38-40,  404,  405 

enrollment  of,  41,  42 

graves  of,  48 

licenses  for,  71 

pensions  of,  43 
Veterinarian  licenses,  154 
Vicle,  Arnold,  _1 
Vievrers,  board  of 
See  also  Roads  and  bridges 

appointment  of,  200,  202 

duties  of,  12,  1_3,  15,  17,  208 

index  to,  203 

members  of,  90,  204 

reports  by,  71,  200,  202 
index  to,  203 

reports  to,  205 

tenure  of  office,  208 
■  trial  lists  of,  208 
Villages,  incorporation  of,  130 
Visitation,  board  of,  20 
Vital  statistics 

births,  254,  255 

bureau  of,  104,  254,  257 

deaths,  256,  257 

marriages 

guardians  for,  consent  of,  249 
licenses  for,  102,  104,  105,  251 
index  to,  252,  253 

records  of,  104 

register  of,  101 

reports  on,  172 
Voting,  see  Board  of  Elections;  Regis- 
tration Commission 
Vouchors,  controller's,  411 

index  to,  412,  413 
Vulcan  Iron  i-Jorks,  5 

\7alpolo.   Sir  Robert,    168 
ITarden 

church,    184 

prison,  see  Prison,  warden  of 
V'fcr  rants 
See  also  Accounts 

attorneys',  71 

commissioner's^,  159 
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(VJar-Zin) 


Warrants 

commissioners*,  (continued) 
led,^r  of,  30,  33 
receipts  of,  31 
coranitncnt,  119 
controller's,  410 
land,  SCO  Lands,  warrants  for 
treasurer's,  159 
Washington,  George,  2 
Y/eights  and  measures 
soalora  of 

appointment  of,  48 
duties  of,  13,  _14,  17,  209,  no 
tenure  of  office,  209 
standards  of,  209 
state  bureau  of,  209,  210 
Woiser,  Conrad,  1_ 
Weiss,  Jacob,  4 
Welfare 
See  also  Institutions;  Poor  Districts 
department  of 

duties  of,  14,  46,  192 
reports  to,  I'iO,  _199^  _200,  202 
Westmoreland  Countj'^,  _2,  "267  27 
Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the 

Deaf.,  Pittsburgh,  ^6 
YiThite  Haven,  _5,  19 
Whorckill,  U. 
Wilkes,  Joim,  _3 
?i('ilkes-Barro 

development,  1,  3-5 
institutions  of 
Academy,  3i 
Children's  Home,  ceo  Institutions, 

children's 
Female  Seminary,  4 
Home  for  Friendless  Children,  201 
Institute,  4 

Kirby  Health  Center,  19,  36,  197 
V/yoming  Valley  TuberculosTs  Society 
in,  m_ 
lien  dockets  of,  94-96 
poor  district  of,  185 
roads  and  bridges  of,  383-385 
taxpayers  in,  333 
tax  returns  of,  5 
Tjills 
See  also  Estates;  Register  of  Vails 
citations,  236,  239-242,  245 

index  to,  243 
originr.l,  232 
probate  of,  101-105 
transcripts  of,  233 
index  to,  254 


r  and  terminer. 


118 


Witnesses 

subpoena  of,  171 

fees  of,  400 
'iVorkmen's  compensation,  72 
V/rits 

capias,  187,  272 

certiorari,  69 

common  pleas  court,  85,  117,  132 

execution,  119,  110,  273 

fiscal  officers*!  118 

Governor's,  118 

habeas  corpus,  119 

mandamus,  127 

praecipes,  68 

quarter  sessions  and  oy 
183,  187 

scire  facias  sur  liens,  

service   of,    118,    120,    12T 

sheriff's,   n,    270,    272,   419 
index  to,    271 

sumirions,    270 
index  to,    271 

venire  J,    68 
Y/yoming  Acadeny,   4 
VJyomlng  County,    3 
Yvyomin,'^  Historical  and   Geological 

Society,  _26,  _27 
■Jyoiaing  Massacre,  _2 
V'Jyoniing  Seminary,   4 
Y^yoning  Valley 

settlers   in,  J.-_3,    26,  £7,    r78 

Tuberculosis  Soci'-ty,    197 

Yankee-Pennaraitc  Vfor,  2,  26 

Zoisberger,  1 
Zinzendorf,  1 
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